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"THE SOUTH BOSTON FifE

Needlessness of the Geners]
Alarm Given.

A Moderate-Sized Fire Quickly
Controlled.

Various Scenes and Incidents at
the Great Fiasco.

In the midst of a drizzling snow stq rm, ‘with the
wind blowing a lively breeze from tlie northeast
an alarm was sounded at 10.05 a,m. ye sterday rron;
box 139, corner H and Second streefs, Soutp
Boston. After a very short pause tie bellg again
sounded, announcing a sccond alaim from the
same box. Dnmediately thereafter a third
alarm  was  given, and  South  Bostoniang
everywhere within hearing of the belis rusheq
without ceremony toward the pemnsular wards,
Three minutes further on the entiite city wag
startled by the ever-dreaded gener:3l alarm of
twelve blows thrice repeated on everyfire hell ang
gong in Boston. Asathird almim calls an immenss
amount of apparatus, amply sutlicient to handlean
extensive fire, the immediate Infercace from {he
three twelves was that South Boston must be in
danger of total destiuction. Accordingly thoy.
sands upon thousands of peisons ¥rom the city
Propcr and _all the districts weie soon haster.
ng South Bostonward. Engines, tyucks, hose
cairiages, chemical  cngines,  profective
wagons and all other “paraphernalia of
the fire department seemed to pour forth from
every sticet, rushing madly along toward the
scene of devastation.  Dorchester, firﬁ hton, Euast
Boston, Charlestown, the Highlands, %Vest' Rox-
bury and the city proper, all resoundeq
with the clatter and roar of apparas,
hent  on 1caching  the  corper of H
and S d streets. ' Engines, ladder trucks
and hose carts that had never seen South Boston,
and never eapected to, suddenly foutsd themselves
hurrying pell-mell to the support of the devoted
machines 1 that district, while tine East Bos-
ton enznes all at once hustiled aboard
the femy boats and  started for a
visit  to friends whom they had known
only by reputation and a long-tange view across
the harbor and the South Boston fla¢s. For once
the old saw, “On the the road to Brighton,” was
reversed to “On the 10ad from Brighton,” apd
the mill-dam 1esounded with the roar of fire
n:gg}lsmgxéy :llltgt ‘;:‘u-tenly tmdee«(il lemc'les ut:l 1e beefy pre-
¢ stant ward an H K-y
liome of the big Hhe-whistie, ¢ stock-yard
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was for once deprived of the protectiom of the soli-
tary steam fire engine begrudged by Boston 10 the
Charlestown district, while far-away Milton was
stirred to its foundations by the yattling pace
of maclines starting out on 2 six-mile journey
for the South Boston contlagration.” From
centre to ecircumference, from north = and
from south, from ecast and from west,
the great city was alarmed and swayed by the
ominaus, frightful elangor of the belks, And \'\hy?
Yes, why. gentle 1eader? Because an old store-
house and a tew thousand feet of lumber were
burning on a wharf on Fiist stieet in South Bos-
ton, and required the services of, pos-
sibly. half a dozen engines in_ their extin.
guishment. That was the fite that drew all
but about six of the sixty pieces of fire apparatus
of the city of Boston ro one isolated locality and
left millions of property exposed to the danger of
conflagration with practically no protection what-
ever. Of course jt was a mistake, and
'dozens of drivers  who had driven
their horses for miles and miles throngh muddy
! streets and over rough pavements reached the end
q{ their long tour only to find that some one had
blundered. “Thousands of citizens, too, came to a
hainful realization of the fact that they had had a
ong run and a fearful fright” because—
what? Because Boston’s system of alarins is so
slovenly that a mistake like that of yesterday
_can happen. Mr. Jones, clerk of the Bay State
' brewery, gave an alarm promptly on the discov-
ery of the fire from box 133. At that time the
flames were {)om mg out of astoreliouse on the
wharf of A. M. Stetson & Co., First_street, be-
tween H and 1 streets, The South Bos-
ton apparatus arrived promptly, but, as
the wind was  blowing across  First
stieet, and, as a fair-sized pile of hunber had
caught fire, Engineer Abbott prudently ordered o
second alarm. This brought Engines_3, 7 and 21
and Ladder 3 to the assistance of Engwnes 1,2
and 15, Ladder 5 and Hose Companies 4, 10 and
© 12, making six engines, two trucks and three hoss
companies—a great sufliciency. Before Engineer
Abbott had given his order, however, for a second
alarm some one had preceded him, and the box.
was finally pulled enough times to cause
[ The' General Alarm
. which was given. It could all have easily been
! prevented by a very simple method of sending a
special signal from the key within the inner t,0x,
the inner box being accessible only to an engireer,
so that unauthorized persons might pull the laook
untii doomsday without causfng more than a second
almm. That would have presented the dis: frace-
ful affair at South Boston }esteiday, and thpse at
the J wnal oftice and Dorchester fires of Liessed
memory.
The lire, after sweeping away the storshouse
and a pile of lumber, communicated to a stable in
whiell were three horses and three earnages.
The horses were led out 1n safety, but the car-
riages were badly damaged. Michael Seannell
1esided  over this stable and lsad his
goods somewhat damaged. In attempting to re-
move her goods, Mrs, Scannell and a neighbor,
Miss Hmes, who was helping her. bécame
fiightened at the rapidly accumulating smoke and
jumped from the windows. Mrs. Scannell was
sontewhat injured in one knee,
Two tenement houses, standing dire.tly opposite
the burning bullding, numbering 475 tma'477 First
street, owned by Patrick O'Brien, wre scmewhat
damaged. 1n 477 First street were living five
families, who suffered samewhat from smoke
and water. A large postion of their goods,
which were_ hurriedly mathered together and
thrown into the street, where for a long time they
lay exposed to the steam and smoke, were consid.
ernbly damaged, The first floor af 475 Fust
| street was occuBied by Michael Kelleys the second
| floor by Matthew Coffer and Dennis _Leary,

the third and last by Mirs. Casbman and Patrick
| Harrington. ] .

In No. 477 First street several fautilies wera

the occupants. The first floor was occupied b
| James Donovan, the second by Mis. Drupumond,
| and the thitd William O"Malley. The roof of the
building was entirely destroyed and the front of
the house scorched. ~ The aamage will not exceed
| §300. The occupants weie - badly fight-
| ened, but mno setious damage °'was done
eveept that caused by smoke and water.
" When the general alarm was sounded. detiiis of
ofiicers from Stations 1, 2,4, 5 and ¢ were de-
' spatched to the scene of what was sup posed to ba
an extensive couflagration. Caprandécoodwin of
Statton 12, in whose division the propeity is
situated, was on the ground ~ in  per-
son with Sergeant Hinds and a large
force of officers. The detail 11om Stagion 6 was in
charze of Lientenant Goodwin, assited by Ser-
geants Emerson and Glynn._  The fourth detail
was 1 charge of Lieutenant Lambeif. There was
little for the police to dn, for the fire was insuch a
position as to be easily handled by the firemen,
and, after some delay, the men were di smissed.
The Xasurance.

The building.which is the property af A. M. Stet«
son, is insured m the Fire Associztion of Philagel-

lia for §1884; State of Pennsylvania, $§942;

nsurance Company State of Pennsylvauia,
$3500; total, S6326.

The stock. the property of A. M. Stetson & Co.,
s ingured as follows:
Merchants of Providence.....
Comunerce of Alhany.

Standard of Londont........ ... .
Fire Assoeiation of Philadelphia. .
Prescott of Boston.....euueaco--n. .
United Fnemen’s of Philadelphia

L 11 ¢:) DO veeranaamanes 317,224

The carriages and horses of .\. M. Stetson are
insured in the Farragut of New York foi £1450.

The cartiages and borses of J. Al Stetsvnare
insured in the Shoe & Leather for §1000.

The furmtute of Michael Seaunell who lived
’ over ﬂflt‘ stable, was insured in the Holyoke of
| Salem for §400.
' "“The houses of Patrick O'Brien. 475 and 477
" Fnst street, were inswmed in the Franklin of
Philadelphia for $2000—31000 o each house.
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