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FIRES FRAST

Flames Flash Through a
Big Freight House,

opark Was in a Bale
- From 2 Steamer.

Mass of Hat Coals Represents
$350,000 Worth of Property.

Whilc Het Slates Showered
oa Firemen,

Lisutenant Hart Sualched from the
Giowing Pil.

“Ring in an alarm!” shouted Foreman
Seripp, av the Lowell freight depot on Low-
ell stiect yesterday afternoon atabout 5.20
o’clock. Freizht bhilier Chriles 1, ‘Thomp-
son obeyed the command and at just st
o’clock the city, or so much of it as watches
the fire alarm bells, was made awave thata
firc Lad broken ouat near the Boston &
Lowell depot on Causewny strect.

itwas s fire! Such a fire as Boston sees
but once a year, thunks to our fire depart-
ment.

What burnol? The Boston & Lowell
freight depot, the gramm elevators and 40
londed cars. 1t is going yet, so one can
hardly sav that the property went up in
flames, but aiready §350,000 worth of prop-
eity has been destroyed,

How did it cateh? Noone knows. There
is a supposition, however, Itisa good one,
and upon investigation will no doubt vrova
the origin of thus fearful blase. Yesterday
morning truckmen began unloading baley
of cotton consigned from Savannah to a
lhiouse in Montical, Tlns cotton came tu
thae freizht house from a steamer from
the Southern vort, and was m ail about
50 bales. It was unloaded upon tho plat-
form and rolled mto tho inclosure, where
men weio busy putting1t abouard a tram
which would hauwl it to 1ty destination,
In tho afteinoon, after the last lond had
beon deliveied somo tume, one of the
“handiers” saw smoko rising from the pilo.
He called his companion’s attention to it,
and thay man vyelled to the foreman,
Tho mstant Mr. berivp saw it he
realized tho danger and yelled to somo one
to ring in an alarm-of tiie. Before the
words bind left his mouth 2 dozen hands
were pulling away at the bales to et at the
soutce of the smoke, in & minute moro a
blase sprang uv, small at first, but 1amdly
growing, and i less time than it has taken
to tell it a fierce fire_was gomng. The mon
were helpless: the fire was rowring around
then, and 1in 10 mmutss tho wooden walls
about the cotton had ignited, and tnen
there was no salvation for the devot or iis
conients. i .

Men rushed to the big wooden doors
which opened into the gtain elevators, and
stiut them. but the tiames followed and un.
did their work by burning through the
partitions. Then the uram elevators

Wore Mey ontd Salvation.

Fire apparatus came at once, of course,
but the st1eams were of no use in the fight
againet the awful firethatbhad beenstarted;
& second alarm was sent an, then a thivd.

To theso 1hree alarms there 1esponded
theso emrine companies: 4, u, 8, 1u, 5, 26,
27, 7, 3 22 and 23; Jadders, 1, 8. 14 and 1
chemical engine, No, 13 the water tower.
hoso comnany 3, and nire boat Do, 21, This
was 2 goodly airay of appaiatus, and
it was all needed. Every comvany, sev-
erally _and unitedly. had to lend us
best ‘efforts to the struggle and the tiames
were not gotten under control until after 9
o'c'ock, Nearly five houts dit the brave
thomen bate ‘with the tlimes, und thore
still are smouldering, smokin piles of ruins
and grain 1o show tho nwirl nght.

_[he freisht houso Is bounded upon threo
sides by the depot yard. Minot streel and
Lowell sircot and the roar end_open into
tho general yards, Frowm these facts it was
ovident to the fiiomen that there was little
danger to suriounding vronerty. Built
more than 36 year: awo, the old building
was oxcellent food tor thunes, in itself.
however, and the rajidity  with
which the ftite spread through it
was surprising, even to the experienced fire-
men. Itwag erected by the Lowe!l Cotton
Company as 2 storehouse inr cotton and
soon after the comnpletion of the old Hsoston
& Lowell railroad the structure was sold to
that corporation. lis value at the time of
itg erection was much greator than now, of
comse: material  cost  more. It was
not intended 03 a railroad bulding,
howevel, and architecturally speaking 1t
was remarkablv 1l-provided agaiust the
dangors o1 the destructive slement, Likea
mieot tinder 1t wenvdown. The fire liter-
ally swept thiough the place. It is sale to
say that not. another buiiding in boston,
used for the storage oi so much valuabio
ul’0|‘0l‘ily. could have been so completely
1med,

Upon aecquiring posgession of thestructure
tho Bosion & Lowell Kailrond C mpany
converted the halt of 1t hng plong tho
dt-{mt 'a1d miowram elevaiors, ‘Uhe other
half, that Iying along Lowell street, w.y
made iuto o freight dewor. Within tho
bnlding weio foar tracks, eich one capable
of holmmz 11 eays. .

All thige tireks wero full when the tire
broke ont, and (he ling on track 3 was
1eadv to start for Moptreal, The caboo-e
of ting train containcd the dinner pals of
the traivmen, and the enpineer in the eal
was waiting for a siznal trem the con.
ductor, 1t spens strange, but nn idea of the

rierce kRapldity

of tho spread of the flames can be gathored
from this fact.  When the fire was first dis.
covered the eng.neer received his signal
and started to yull the tiain from thedepot.
When the engine and four cars had passed
out. & brakeman who was on the watch saw
the finmes claim the fifth car, and 1o save
those tunt had wotten out lie pulled a pin,
leaving the others to the tames.

incredible us was the spread of the fire,
and devastating as was 113 sweep, the en-
gnes did mu b xood. ‘The b-at hom the
masses of gramn and tha ¢ ntents of the 40
cars constmed was_frightful. There was
little nbout the huilding iselt 1o buin, cuiy
the tloors uud the wooden beams The
crowds about the place. however, had to
stand back, and how the tiremen brayed
the awful beat is a wonder. A strange fact
15 that the portion ot the builuing which
conuuned the grain elavators was most se-
verely damaged.

Upon the _whole_structure was a slate
roof. and tliese slites were a constant
menace to the nremen. Brfore the root
foll 1, which 1t d1d 12 an hour after the tire
bl statied, the ral siates bezan to crackle
and curl i the heat, and fetl 1 showers
upon the giound betow. Intensely hot were
they. and by the_nightinll they iasde an
awful sbectacle, faihine, alimost” white hot,
towaid the ground. A freman upon a
jadder with a hose had to constantly wuard
azainst these massiles, and the suif leather
tats of the Lrave men saved many of them
from severs cutg ou the head,

Tne butlding destroyed was about 500 feet
long, extending from Minot strees toward
the water front, aud fully 160 teet wide. It
was putic of brick, in the pood. sulistantial
style of 10 years ago.and at intervalsef
apout 30 feet, 1ts eatire length, weie
party-walls of double thickness, Winle
the (renzht cars were burning, there were
tiames intense in their ferocity and sweep-
ing 1o their scope, but the many big, thick
“ulk!’s restrained  their eudeavors to go
without.

‘Fhe roo! did not fall until after the cars
woran ashies, aud when tho names hsd
eaten well into the thousands snd tbou-

sauds of bushels of wheat, oats and corn,
there was s'mply a seetlune, angry bed o
conls  thuh pillars of rame and much
stoke character: ed the fire, Indeed, the
enwines inade about as much smoke as the
pre. Jhe gram woald tninble and roll and
rn down i perfect rivers when a tlooy
gave way. and the hot bed below 1t burned
up through.

. Nizh? S1w the Wearv Men
still fichtine bravely, and then thospectacle
became ane of awlul beauty.

A buldimg 300 feet long, 100 feet wide
and 1ts whole length a <plid mass almost of
biazing red coals! Hero and there s flamo
would ~hoot up, A stroam of water turned
upon 1t for a minute or two made it bin e
Ligher: then 1t sunk. Withuin 10 teot
another fiamo would spring up, and this
would sufior tho same {ate at the hands ot
the bremen, .

What brave {ellows they are! Up ladders
leaming agamst a t ame pechaps, mounted
the mien with hose to quell the obstinato
little blave,

In the progress of the fire thero wero
fewer accidents to men than would be sup-
posed 1t wasa hard nre to sight, and_ the
nremen had to takesevero risks many times
to well dizeet therr streams,

- Hoseman W. U. Noadick of cnmpany ¢
heard a crash and looXing behind him suw
a man fathng into the fearful bod of tiames
and ccalsin tho west of the building, Abp
onen mchwayv was_betore him, and like o
liero he ran mtothis,canshtup the formand
dragged 1t 10 thaair without,  Help awat.
el Inm, and the uncongelous form, in the
uniform of a memuoey of engine company
2 3, was carr ed to a drug store at the corner
of Leverett and Greeu streets, 'There ho
was Jeid upon a coucit and Dr, Williams ap-
plied tho usual restoiatives It was full 20
minutes iefoio the woor fellow 1ecovered
command of his brain and tongue.

_“Five other moen went uown with me;
did you woet them ous?” wero his first words,
and Heseman Newdick rocognized Liouten-
ant Ha.t of company L6,

'he crowd thet had gathered were foar-
stricken. No other men had been takon
from the ruins with ] ieutenant liart, and
the fust thought ot all was thie they wero
still 1n thewr fiory beds, Tho rumor got out
upon the street and excitement reigned
for o Jew minutes until all ot 2u's
men had  been  accounted for, The
other fellows had ciung to the ipof or
jumped. and saved themselves,  sut it took
the crowd some time to und this out, Fire.
men themselves beeame white, even under
thewr blackened faco,, when the rumor
swept acioss the five lines to them, Asigh
of 1ehef went un from them when a member
of enine 26’s company said all his compan-
ions were accounted for.

E.otitenant ¥ar? Was Cnt

over the left eve and bodly truised abous
hisentire body. Ile was rewmoved to the
Massachusetts Hospital.
dames 11, Bushard of engine company 10
fell from o Jadder at the rear of the struct-
urcand was badly cut. He would not hsten
to the advice of the men who picked him
up. and Insisted upon gomy back to fight
the fite, No othersorious injuries to fire-
men were 1eportod. )
JHoseman Flaunican of chemical engine
No. 1 was Purt about the head and face in a
shower of hot siate fiom the roof. His in-
suries avg ot serions. .
JUhiet Webber and Fira Commissioner
Tobin looked after the workers, and wel
directed all their eltotis, so well, indeed,
that tius morang there 1 but a smoulder
iug mas- ot huarmies,, coals, mostly gram,
‘The fire will cost smne one about $i#&0.-
00w, divided_thus- Grain 1n clevators and
on 8ix ears, $150 G003 40 freight cas, SLO.-
000: therr contents, $65,000: bwilding,

§74,000. |

‘The ouilding was fully insured by the
Bostm oz Mwine Uailroid Company, as
wero itlto the cars and the zain in 1ho ole-
vators, Tho ccentents of the cars were jn-
sured only by the raihroad mn the capacity
ot convmon earners, and the collaction of
damages depends wuch upon the form of
continets wmade with the many shinpers.
About 50 different firms owned the
grain  destroyed,  the  heaviest  losers
benwr C. B. rduorly, Mark ichultz sad
Tuuothy Baker. George fI. Chapin and
Divinell, Havward & Co. 1os0 several
thousand bushels of sced neas, which wero
in the house. Much bran and meal was
destroyed. nud several carloads of tlour in
barrels. The rvontents_of the loaded cars
could mnot be found out. They con-
sisted | mainly, however, of provisions,
grogeries, ol _flonr.  hardware,  ete..
consigned by DBoston wholesalers  to
dealers alonz the line from here to
Montreal. A statement was made by a
handler in the house, that Live hiorses, con-
signed to a stock farm near Montpelier, Vt,,
hiad been burned, bug ths could not bs verl-
fied. _'The oil and a supposed keg of vowder
which weto 1 the cars dia not explode,
fortunatelv. .

It way altor 12 o’cloex when the epparates
was dismissod, and then several engnes
remnzained, playing streams upon the suoul-
dering pile,

When tho Fire Startar)

the thoroughfares leading to the Boston &
Lowell rmlroad were crowded with subur-
ban residents on their way to the differont
railroad stations on Causeway streot. The
throng constantly increased, until the ditter.
ent stioots leading to the freight house
were choked by the poople trying to get a
view of the blaze.

Ton thousand peanls availed themselves
of uvery apuurtunuty to get near tho blasze
and everynel ot space within 1p0v yards
of the fire wac taken up by them,

After the third alarm Captain IInrley of
the Joy sticet station, who with Sergeants
Lee, Mitter and Butters of that station had
30 men at the fire, tejephoned to head-
quarters for more owmcers and details
of 10 men from stations 1,2, 4 and 15
under Ser:eants Boynton, Trask. Peare and
Yeaton, wor0 sent to Cantain fIurley by the
superintendent.  Captain [lurley and lug
men_ roped oft the sticets in the vicinity of
the freight house, wna the crowd weio keot
back ko as to give the depurtment & chance
to work. A .

.In tne yard where the freight house is
situated, and within a stone’s thiow of the
burning twidimg, 10 owmpty freizht carg
wero standing on s side track, The crowd
s00n occupied these cars and were having o
tine view of tho work of the firs Kine when
their pleasure was suddenty mterraptad by
a sunad of oticers under Sergeany ' Dan”
Kitter, who cloared all the cavs of theiwr
human freight. ‘This was done by orders of
tho 1ozt peodie, who were aunard that
one of the {reight house

Woiters Wonld Explodn.

There were mnany ladies and young girls
among those who, having just completed
their day’s toil, were drawn tothoespectaclo.
A good many subuibanites lost their trains
by stopping togaze, ‘The house-tops near
were thickly lined, and the roof of the
depot was made use of by ewmployes and
otuers.

The oxcitement of the crowd at times
was intense, and was raised ton white heat
wiien someene resorted that one of the
100fs of the building had gone inwith seven
fiemen. Thar oue of the hose witizous canio
out af the yard at jull speed, coutnimng the
unconseious foun of Lientenant Hait.

As the night begrzan to descend the firo
showed up to ereator advantage and it up
the surrounding buildings.  The orowd
sremed to erow denser. until the police hud
a1l they could do to handla the.  Rut the
polire  moaminined  passagoways tn the
strests leading (o the buynine molding.

‘The cars on ong KastCambridize lino wore
stopped from ranmne down Lowell stieet
and the lwne did vot vesumeo runming cars
over this 1ouite until early this morning.

As s u~ual msuch cases. the small boy
was out 1n force, and ho kept the * finest”
busy 1 fookinge after him.

The erowd asa whola was a rood-natured
ong, and _when any of their number were
sprinkied by the ‘moving of a hese pipe
would receve it cheerfully.

Thero was a_small mimy of reporters
wesent., Out of town firomen were there
n ull thewr glory and larze badges.
A policemen spul  he  never  saw
0 mauy biudges beforn at anv one time.
‘Lhe crowd stuek to their nosts unti) nearly
10.30 o'ciork. when the lire was under con-
trol, and fiom this honr until midnight
began to diminish, untif nono but the volico
and hremen wero left 1o watch the burning
building.

Wearcastar Excited, but ths Loss Smalfl.

WoncesteEnr, Aprll ¢.~There was great
excitement on the street tonight over the
revort that thie gas works at South Worces.
ter were on bire. A nre was discoverea in
the wooden building. at the east end of the
works. used for mixing lime before 1t is
trensported to the puritier, It was feared
thag the tlames would sprexd 1o the latter
butldiug and to the weneral w orks,and canso
a terrible exnlomion. The call for the iire
patrol was followed by a telephons alarm,
wmi) pnally by a box alarm.  Tho repeated
alarmy attraetod several thousand veopls
to the scene. -The nire was contined to the
bulldnyz wiere 1t originaied. The loss will
not exceed 1oLV, The cause is nov known.,

Tha Chitdren Wara Safe.

NEw Beprorp, Aprit 9.—Fire this even.
ing gutted a smali cotterge on Hillman
street, owned by John P, Jenney and occu-
pred by Juseph Grenon. A story was started
that two of Greuon’s children had been
burned to death, but the childrenwere with
their uncle. Damage to house. $§00: no
insprance., Gienol's futgiture was insurea
for 34200,
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