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FREIGHT HuUSE meil I charge of the building, had not
woing oul. linilroad "oftliinls found him

: , cuntrgdurerl 15 minutes after  the e

I

. . i
Men Run for Lives in

BDStO]’.’l & M&Iﬂﬁ Shﬁd until April 1 becauss of the dangsr ol
"rreceivg during, the cold wendher.
E Tmmudintely the hese was hildhed to|

roacvically avery piece of motor ap-

' engined nnd hosvesrla gud dragped out

Explosions Start Blaze That e i o o ore
p | nade, of

vive, They aitnched jines to hydrante
alirngaige the frelghihouses, only te dod
after the conneetions hed been mude
that, there was o woter there, ‘T'he
witar i3 uot turned on in these plpl:al

paratus narth aof Dodley =t woas get 11 ;
quolion. Ustnpanies 4, § wid 3 and smne!

Heveral  lines hoge  worde
Lireieil hafore thic was MCUITI]J]!I-H‘.LE!.I..!

wharlestewn crows were the hipst tooar-
- osa had to be stretehed throwgh the
EBUSE-[I Luss ﬂf $]5ﬂ;nuu i cards 1o Beverly ¢t to get water. Fire

e B

Dozen Cars and v&lﬁa,ble
Merchandise Burned

Five hundred fott of Roston & Maine

Bonts 31, 47 and 44 appeared very early,
| polteet their wuy np through the drays
| rldges and wers largely responstple rfor
ichecklm; the e R
Dozen Cars Destroyed

Chief Mebaopough, who wad 4t hin

matle ulprm sounded, speeded to the

tire withoul bils rubber buute, ualid Loy

'hmna in Charlestown when the auto-!|

1

mere Lthan an hour he stood Khee ﬂccp:
fr::m:]thmlse N‘;' dni }Th Cl‘;ﬂﬂéstmm: ‘In the water between frelghthouses 10
which WoR Dacks ° o dnors W 'nu.'ll. 11, riirecting the attack. i
valuahle  merchandize Inhound, were ¥ i

con#umed in lgss than nan hour vesterday
affernoon by o spectacular filre which
Etarted froin an eXploglon Rmong barrels
of alepholie apirits in o cnr drawn up
atb section 15, Inilroad officlale say the
losy ig at lenst 160,000,

Thousands of people, attrasted by the |

huge clowd of Wlack amoke and the
rlan#ing of fire apparalva in all parts
of the city—ihers were four nlarms—
woicehed the fire Erom Lhe ol YWarren
Bridge alongalde Lhe freighthouse, fromn
ihe Charlestown Brides above and from

the roefs of buildings In the North and
West Enda.

clesing of every fireduor in that freight-
honuse. This slusi wug fllled wilth com-
bustlizle merchandise, and had the doora
remained opet undoubtedly Aying spariy
would have set the buildlng on firc,

Jump for Thair Lives

Michiw] Selllvan ated Cortaliin Dotto-
yano fhd oA pung of man whion they
woere Superinlending at sectlon 10 and In
Lhe enr where the fre storted  hed
harely Llime to jumn for thelr dves
when the axploslon eccurred and o sheet

than curlond lois, There ware atores ot
whisky, wlues, pupor stock, dry goods,

Bupt J ?1‘111 0, "Lyter, Sunt George F, Fol-
cer ol
Toraight Apent Franlk W. Deckman and
Gen Moreman W,

ridliroad property mannesd by the fHree.
Nothing eould be saved from the Lurn-
g reeizhihousn,

dhla that all the men 1 the sghed ol in

: d#l'ﬁl!- :
Jthe
1 Anomed {rom the tline the car wos ignits

Jdandd on the b

Tha first oxplosion i the frelght cnr
Cweam Tollowed Ly & number of othaers,
tdull nhooms whioh atartlod the erowid,
var added little to the dengor or to the
The 0 feet from section 16 to
pgton end of the bullding wers
lpd, A doren ecors ranged beslds the
jshed  wera  devoured By he fames

‘i Nenrly a dozen more wera dragged to

snfaty by i rard engine

The firat bell wlarm was rung in from
box 1414 o Heverly st at 202 pon. The
fourth had besen soundad a 241, and just
nefore 3:16 the flre wod under copntrul,
Fthaupgh the wmolee continued to roll u.

By this time there warn prabably 16,00
peoule cotlzregated  outelde the  ropes
Charlestowsn Lhridice

i,

Tl _ § . wups black with spectators. Hurlhce cr
o :-a.t hmrn.)ae 10 wl'tf.c:h pataliela the aherd tines were partinlly  biocked, hint Ll
at was burned waes not nlso destroyved "l ®evated tralne continucd to run nnd
was due, according o Chict MeDonough Pliors ways vary 1lftle delay on that line.
antt Generk! Mnanager Polloek of the b E[-;E ﬂalﬂ.llls nfl' Bﬂl!ﬂﬂ‘f"ﬁm C'“““““tj':"i":
P 3 . sland the downptown statlons woees ke
Boston & Maine, Lo the forestght and |.lugy nandling tha growd, wnl dusplte
prompi oction of three officers af the Fithelr efforts groups af gmall Loys got in
Unlited States Army statloned st Water- 1§ thoroagie Y pards and appeintsal oo Lhe
town. Pleoary of nearby r|'|.~1_{,,f|'lt.l:1l.‘.“l.r!l.-ﬂ.+
(These men, Cant James L. Walsh 4 ‘_h_ﬂﬂk
1 ) L]
Tieut J. B Hateher and Lieut Frang ’ M]un?: ?T:‘tﬂ ar:':l Smo |0 a:nigei K
D . . gl it llodse WL it IR
S&ﬁ?};'gﬁd .Jm:t :il.rr'l;fzd at the North Tvapy  bnirned seclion wis loaded with
. iL traln frem Lann when merelundlse ol vardeny Bindd, A=
the {lre brole out. They ran to house 10, okl the Damen ween choelol bafors
| which huad becn deserted by the frelghi- 1] they I'H';U'““]i ""-"”'“1"' 1. ”"t“ kel A hinpa
hendlers, calied them back and with | Liware piilinad by wittoar i sinadu. -
evigp ship Army orders directed the - T tide whoed the frelght il lors were

recviving  mwrehodise shipped T less

woolena and Hlour.

Gen MM Benjamin R, Pollock, Gen

the Terminal divielon, UGen
W. Gordon directed

angs of thelr own men I protecting

Hodlrosd offlelnlg thought it remnk-

the upr swhere the flre gtorted epcoped.

Ll

tire swept Llowsh lhe bullding

of tlamae burst from thoe car door aon ﬂ““'dﬁ‘u Iiﬂrilu!_::f ii}:ﬂr_ln?n !:ver'a |Hrltlf‘f§;
swept into the bullding. These men ‘”-T Il.e 1o el warl 0:

RiTE -4 %] i ot be vari-
were unloading from the carg, More ;ff;g?ea h":” ploaton eould nat

itham #0 freight handlers, who ware at
work in thzt sectlon of house 11, ran
Tor the doors without stoidng to gel
thelr coats.

At firpt Lhere wad & Te?‘%ﬂ' thak
Walter . Baker of Snmcrvle_. {pre-

Continned on the Second Pum_.




SPECTATORS ON TOPS OF CARS AND DRAWBRIDGES WATCHING THE BOSTON & MAINE

FREIGHT HOUSE FIRE.

CLOSED HYDREANTS AT B. & M. FIRE SCORED
Boston Dy Globe (1572-1922); Mar 31, 1914;
o%ms[ Historical MNewspapers Boston (Hobe (1872 - 1927)

CLOSED HYDRANTS
AT B. & M. FIRE SCORED

Large Loss Attributed to
Delay in Getting Water

Commissioner Grady Computes 54
Minutes Wasted at the Start .

Fire Commissioner Grady, in a repork
te Mareor Curley Iast night on the fire
which rerently destroyed freight housc
N 11 of the Boston & Maine Railroad,
agserted that the insufficient tlow of
water, because of Lhe shutting oft of
the flow except in pne hydrant, resulted
m a very scrious delay to the depar.-
ment in getting streams upon the burn-
ing bullding and consequent great finan-
cial loss.

In 19813, after a conferenc> on fire pro-
tection, the railroad established hy-
drants at freight howses Nous. 10 and U,
Thea pipes to which these hydrants are
attached are under grounit, but above
the frost line. As & precaution againsl
freezing, the oflicials shut the water off
each Winter in all but one hydrant, the
understanding being that the watchman
at the gate of a small shanty at the end
of freight house Ne. 10 was to turn the
water on in cage of flre.

"“When gaveral engine companies ar-
tHived mt the fire ahd located at thesa
hydrants, it was impossible to get wa-
ter,” Commissloner Grady writes. *"This
of eourse, resulted - a8 very serlous
delay at a critical momapt. as the com-
panies were obliged tn move back to
ather _hydranty, altar having run lines,
cte. But one of. ihe hydrants gave wa-
ter. and this one wis loeated at the end
of fraight house XNo, 10

“Tho alarm was reeslved at 2:01 pom,
March 27, and waler did not flow from
the post hydrant between Neos, & and 1
doors of fieight hotse No. 11 untll =51
ol and then only =lightly. Tt was %95
r m before enough waler came from the
hydrant lo supply one engine.

“Our investigation shows that the
water was not turned on until 10 mwintes
after the discovery of the fire and then
Ly a foreman named Willlam Gordon.
When the water, finally did eome the
hydrant was of little value because the
fire had hecn bhrought under control by
the fireboats and sztieams from aval-
able hydrants in Warten av and Bev-
erly st. :

“The fire increased <o intenselv ol the
beginning that this departroent lost ap-

roximately 30 feet of hose. The first
ew minutes of a fire is a cfitical time
and water, and plenty of it, should be
ready, for all the apparatus and men ot
the department are of Jittle availl unless
they are provided with the means of ex-
tintuishment.

“It 13 wvery evident that this lack of
water 1esulted in such o large loss and
it Is my opimon that §iF the water was
there when wanted the fire mould have
been cherked nt a very, early stage and
the loss would have been representeod
by a much smaller Agurs.

“The above main and hydrants belong
to and are on the property of the Bog-
toir & Alaine Railroad. The*conditions
At the tire on March 27, 1916, prevalled
nt a fire at the same location on Feb
2T, 1913, At 12205 & m on the [atier date
there was a fire in frelght houses Nos.
M and 11 which necessitated three
alarms. and resulted in o loss of §131,.-
%, Tack of water being directly respon-
sible for this lavge Toss=,""



