B O 8 T O N, Deember 15,

Laft Wedneflday Morning, this Town was exceedingly farprized,
By a moft terrible Fire which broke out at the Court Houfe,whereby)
that fpacions and beautifal Building, except the bare Walls, was
entirely deltroyed : The Rufe and Progrels of which, according to.
the beft Information we can get, Is as follows, wiz. The Day before
being very cold, and the General Court fitting, there had been two
fierce Fires in the Chimnies of the Chambers both of the Council and
Reprefentatives § and from thofe Chimnies between them, the Fire,
feems (o have been kindled, and to have been lurking all Night in
one of the Beams beneath them, *till it firft brake out in the Deal or’
€edar Wainfcot Paflage between the Doors of thofe Chambers,
which were of Deal or Cedar Wainfeot alfo, . -

For at fix in the Morning;thé Watch at the Eaft End of the Town
Haoufe broke up 3 and between five and ten Minutoes after, the Rays
of theFire firfk difeovered itfelf in the faidPaftage,thro’the greatWin-
dow againftit, by glancing into the Chambers of the Houfes on the
North i5ide of the Town Eonfe, where two or three People were
awake ; and running to the Window,fitft faw it there ; but it quickly
brake into the Council Chamber, and run'up the Deal Wainfcot'
Stairs, into the Loft and Lanthorn aliove, and fet them all ing
Blaze, before the People came either to matage the Engines or fave
the Province Records, Books, Papers, Plans, Pictures, or any Thing’
elfe in the Chambers or Apartments, to the'ineftimable Lofy of the”
Province, But thro' the Mercy of GOD, thc County Records
under the Weflern Stair-Cafe below, and Part of the Provinde Re-
coids under the Eaftern Stair-Cafe below, as alfo Copies of the
Minutes of Council from the Beginning to 1737, being at the
Secretary’s Dwelling-Houfe, were happily faved, In the Cellars
which were hired by feveral Perfons, a great Qpantity of Wines and .
other Liguors were loft, to the amount of feveral "T'houfand Pounds.
The Vehemence of the Flames occafioned fuch a grear Heat, as tor
fet the Roofs of fome of the oppofite Houfes on Fire, notwithitan-
ding they had been covered with Snow, and were extinguithed with
much Difficalty,



