'BOSTON, FRIDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 21, 1913

GREAT BURST OF FL
MENAGES MANY BUILI]IN

Braman, Dow & Go's Plant Destroyed--Elevated Train

- Morched and Line Tied Up Three Hours,

SCENE OF" THE FIRE FROM THE TOP OF A BUILDING ON CAUSEW AY 8T, SHOWING }FIREMEN DIRECTING STREAMB TROM THE

ELEVATED STRUCTURE.

]




Forty Streams From Five Alarms Flood Shop in Causeway St---Loss Is

§250,000---Five Firemen Injured in Hard Fight,

Hoslon's Plee Department had its
hardest Aght in months last night in
the fire that gutted the big ware-
houwse of Braman, Dow & Co at tho |
cormer of Causeway and Madford
ele, in the lower part of the clty,

The fAre damage will probably not
expeed 250000, being confined to
the one bitldiog, byl lo limit it Qo
that tequired fve alarms, bringing

oo legn than 1% engines and three
Orehoate, and the fAooding of the
bullding far more than thres hours
with great quantitles of wibar,

This made the lre the biggest in
point of apparatue, If not the hard-
cat, alnce ihe Albany-st Are of
uearly three YeaTe aEo.

No parlous injurtes resulied to the
ficamen, though one Indderman
spralned hla ankles in a fall and
ideut Thomas H. Hines of Englne 6
and three men were overcoma by
emoke,  All Ave were taken tu tha
Helief Btation.

Farfy Sireams Reguired.

More than an hour and a gquarier
eltar the frel alarm wad sounded
the flames, borating through the
roul, wo serlously threalensd  the
hulidings acroese Medford st that the
Afta alarm wap ordered by Chief
Mullan, and [or a {ime the Bremen
were abliged to turn a lorge part of
their efforta to shislding (howe athar
bulldinge with o curlnig of watar,

it was not until bearly 10 o'elock,
when the firo bad beon roglng for
thres houre, that it was really. got
unader control. Though waler was
pourad Imto the bullding from all

The atock ;con
steam and gas pip

and tho wreat Aifioulty’ swhich the-fire-
men had in meeting it = . .
The fire apparently started ln-the cut-
ting room on the firaf floor. About
oclock the last of ths -employes,’ who
number some 70 in "all, had left the
bullding.” At 8:50 Harcld J. Lefkowitch
of 1! Kingston.at, the young sph of thé-
proprietor of o ‘ttle tobacco Atore .t
237 Causeway at, in the shindow-of the.
big warchouss bullding, saw fiamgs-on

1
sides by fully 44 lines, time and
again tha famese would hreak ol oo
every Boor from top lo boliom,

Opposite the Cousewsy-st elde of
the bullding is the Elevatad struc-
ture, apd from T:16 to 10:16 mo
Lraing were run poel I, thys causlng
the suepension of servics o the
Wanhington-ut ‘Tunnocl for the [ong-
eBL Llma in 118 history.

Qi and —Jkum Feed Flames.

The balldibg s o Gvestory  breick
viructore, nbout M fect long and &
feot deep, eovering 13,285 syunra foel.
1t 1s owned by tho James P, Thorndlha
oatnte € B, Whoelock and others, trin-
tess, npd its ansessed valuallon wea
Frh, 000,

The Braman, Dew Company, othors
wise callid the HEoslon Sleam & Gas
Tlpe Works, 1§ compozed of Haney A
Barrell, Harry W. Borreit and Frank
M, 8heldon, who I8 general oianagar.
They woubd oot eetbmate the valos of
thedr steck on hond, hut they coreled
npurnnes of S0 000

Conlilnosd an the Fonrih Page.

- — _—

the first pnd second’ floors.

Elevated Train In-Danger, v .

He fan to the fire dlarm: box ai ‘the
corner of Gauseway and Haverhill sts
and met Joseph A, Verkampen, who
sounded the &lgrm. Y .. i

That was at 6:62, Five minutes later
Dist Chiat Tabor, who with Dist Chlst
Fox Nad reapondedito the fivkt alarm,
pounded the second, ‘dnd in another min:
vte came the ihird, Chief Tabor also
catled up the Boston Flevated and notl-
fled them ta cut oyt the mervice on-the
elevated siruttire on Cauvseway at.-
At that fime the fire had mounted
high up through the bullding, and great
gheets 'of flamo were belching out into
Causeway st: There an clavated irain
was standlng, walting for the signal to
take the gwitch tg the track o Charleg-
town, afid’ the flames, coming B0 near
as plmost to scorch the paint, terrified
the pessengers and rendered some of
the women almost hysterical. :

Not until 7:30 was -the fourth alarm
given. In the meantime the fAreémen
had been pouring water in from slines
of hose on Causeway and Medford sts
and from two water towers on the-lat-
ter atrset. Théy, had afso ua.ﬁgn, hoge
up to the elevated structure and by long
ropes had ralsed Hnes of hose fo the
roof of the tall Keaney-sq Building
acrosa Medford st. _

Flame Nearly Grosses Btreet.

From Beverly-st roofs,; from the build-
ing-at 20 and 2¢ Medford st and from
the roofs .6f the tall faotory bulldings
across Causeway st they poured water-
on the fiames.

Needed reinforcements came with the
arrivgl of the fireboats—Englne 44 Arsi-
and then 47 and 31, whick ted yp near
the Warren PBridge, and from which
big lines of hose.were cafrled to the
fire. - !

The back of the bullding and the end
on Medford st wers proteoted with 24-
inch brick fire walls, and through thege
there was no danger of th?_ fire spread-’

ng. N

The firemen wevre able to drive tha
fiames back from tha windows on
Causeway and Medford sts, so thdi
there waa at firat little fear of spread-
ing on those saldes either, but the In-
terfor -of the building was all fiame, B0
that the firemen Hared not fight It on
the inslde but had to be content with
figading it from without. :

The greatest danger came when at
B:15 the flames burst through the roof.
Until then, though the sireets wera
tMck with amoke, there wags Jittle flama
to be een, and It appeared almost as it
the fire were under control. Then it
blazed high. The wind drove the flames
half way across narrow Medford at and
sparks rained down on tha Bbuildlngs
opposlte.

This. warg the slgn for occupantis of
bulldings on Beverly at to move. In
Jogeph Myers' stable there wera 30
horsges, and these wera the firat to be
disposed of, Policemen and other men
entered the stable and ran the fright-
oned anlmals out,

At ona time there wa3l nlmost a
giampede, for three horses, led by a
vitlzen, took fright at the engines and
Lhe =parks., and-started to bolt. Stable
en_:(rluya however, came to the rescue,
and the horses were led safely outalde
the fire llnes. -




Many Builldings Kept Wet Down.
- }

On the other side of the slreet was
the nine-story Keany-sq Bullding, and
next ty it the lower bullding occupled
by Thomas Ward, dealer in paper stocl.
Although both of these buildings are
of brick, the Keany-sq Building alsoc
having a tay and grevel roof, the fire-
men covered tha fronts of both with
water, and only some of the corners
were burned. A large ladder truck ana
some other apparatus was forced out
of Medford st by the outhurat of fAnmes.

On the other slde of the buildings
however, on RBeverly sat, the buildings
were of no such durable constructisn.
Next on Cuuseway 8t came g wouodaen
one-story structure, occupled as n to-
bacco store, and on the corner of
Beverly at was onother wooden hulld-
ing, also unoccupied. -

On Beverly st s the wooden stabla
of Joseph Myers, and next to it the
wooden hay and grain store of the Wil
ley Gihsan Company. Next {c¢ +that
come . two brick loft buligings, the
first occupled by the Trlumph Conech
Bed Company and other concerns, nnd
the second by A. BE. Xenney & Co,
and other firms, - .

Although the wind was happily blow-

ing the other way, the flremen kept.

the roofs of all these buildings, and
capecially of the wooden buildings, waell
B0a w water, .

Next fo the burning bullding on Med-
ford st_is 8 brick building ooccupled
by G. W. Buckland, the Kensington
Engineering Company, the FParis Paper
Box Company and the J. O. Chase Con-
fectionery Company. The roof of this
was also well wet down, but therf was
comparatively little danger.

tSparks Fire Roof of Gasometer.

The only fire caused by the sparks
was on the roof of the old gagpmeter an
Causeway at, at the foot of Hull st.
This was sighted by the commander of
the U883 Chicago, and he sent hlg or-
derly with fthe information 1o Chief
Mullefi> A chemical engine was dis-
patched {o the gasometer and the fire
quickly disposed of.

- The cceupants of the Kearpney-sq
Bullding, though for a time in great
danger, suffered no fire loss, but did
suffer heaylly with water. The sngine
room In’ the besement, as well as the
roqma of the State foraster, of H. B.
Smith, desler in radlators, and .of Sul-
Hvan & Daley, plumbery' supplies, werg
filled several feet deep with water. -

Other concerne on the Meadford-st side
of that bullding which lest more or
lesg from .water and smoke werg tha
Ling-Petera Company, electrotypers, an
the top floor; the Touraine Confectlon-
ery Company on the elghth; Tloknor
Lroa on the seventh, tha thnl%lf!al
%rlnting lant on ihe sixth, the New

ngland Haincoat Company—one of the
firms of-which the employes are naw
ori strike—an the fifth; the Emerson
Apparatus Company and other firms op
thy fourth; the Amerjean Water Supply
Company on the third and second, and
Sulllvan & Dalasy on the firat. .

Watser dnrﬂagh. howeover, was wlde-
epread, for the flood of water poured i1i-
e the bullding came out info the strest

fuch quantitles that. the sewera
conld not take it away and filed Caugs-
way gt above ita sidewalks for a block,

5 dg Rl
Medford and Beverly sts.

8. -flooding adjecent cellars on-

Reof and‘\Floors Crash Down. -
At 8146 the roof of the bullding fell ia
and frgm. that time on the “fire was.
largely under control, thougl. s
dangerous ag to keep all the dpp
ggoupled.. During the next: ho

“floor fell After another; craahi

and.
sd0-{i-necor.
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talls also from Btatione 3, 3, 4, 5,6,°7,
9, 10, 16 and 16, T ST

Gallant Fight In_Face of Flames. ’

In all the fire, -the wolk of one litle
band stood out gonspicuously, Blinded
and choked by thick, black smoke,
gcorched by the heat, up, to the walpt
in water and with water pouring dbfrn
on them, a score of firemen cnmmandeg
by Dist Chiaf Fox worked durlng the
whole time at the Causeway-at dogre
way of the blazing bullding, -

Time and again they ware driyen from
thelr positions by audder shoots 0f
flame, but they returned to thelr post
undaunted. Coughing, choldng; stagger-
ing, they would tumbie out jnta the
street—or be dragged lhere—fe! & gopd
bre:%th and rush pack Into the smoke
again

Meost of the time they were hidden
from sight. They worked In darkness
alrpogt entiraly. ' :

Now and then machinery or a whole
floor fell, threatening to bury-them.

Haveral times membere_of the band
consisting of nien from Fngine 6 an
Engine 36, were dragged unconsclous to
tha streat by their comrades. And ns
quickly ag ‘they could recover Lhelr
senses they returned to the smoke-filled,
dooyway to fight their way Into the
bujiding.

Lieut Hines Falis Unconscious. ‘
-Lieul. Thomas H. Hines of Engine 6
was the first tn be overcoimg by the
smoke. He stuck.te his post until he
fell over senseless. The men who hadl
been working behlfid him In the dark-,
ness felt him fall and gave the alarm.:
The othere rushed 1o his gid and he|
was carried to the street and put luto,
&n ambulanca. H

Just as the ambulance was about to
“speed away to the Rellef Hospltal, It
was stopped by ther erv froth the
doorway and Ho an Pelegring Mullo
of Engine 6 was carrled out. Both
were taken to tha Relief Station,

While the men of Engines 4, 6 10, 26
and 36 wers struggling to stop the fire’s
headway from the Causeway-st side of
the ULurnlng building, Water Tower 1
wne got ready for actlon on the Med-
ford-st salde by William Nolan and Joha
Williamas.  Dan O'Brien's command,
Water Tower 3, was algo brought into
Medford st, and latar: on, when the
flames were shootlng fram the roof,
the two water towems' Righ pregsure
guns, connected by llnes of hose with
the fAreboats, did excellent work.-

Chief Mullen established his head-
quarters on the Causeway-st sida of
the bullding, while the various district
chiefs, all of whom were on hapd. were
stationed In varlous quarters.

While the laddermen ralsed ladders
t{o the roofs of the smaller bulldinga on
Beverly st and to upper windows. of
the higher cnes, the gun of Engine &8
hose wagon wag connected up and ssnt
a2 high pressure satream over to the
roof of the burning building.

firat floor:-al
“and  Medfor

Work in Black Pall of Smoke.
Barly in the fire sevaral llnes of hose
were connected up from the special
fire-fightlng plant of the Looss Wiles
Biscuit Company, across Causeway st
A couple of these lines were run diagon-
ally across the atreet and coupled to
the water tewers, whil¢ the others ware’
run straight ecross the streef, beneath
the elevated atructure to the Keaney-
8q Buflding. The hose llnes were hoist-
ed up the front of this building {o ths
roof, from which théy were played on
the burning bullding, JQirectly across
Medford st - .
In this manner, " with streams from
Causeway st, from Medford st and from
Beverly at playing on the blazing struc-
thre, the fire was fought from every
poesihle slde. i
The firemen were hampered a great
deal by smoke, which filled the whols
nelghborhood to such an extent that it
wag Impossible to see” an Inch before
one’s face at ilmes. This was overcoma
in Part by the uge of flaming- torches,
which, however, only served to light up”
a restricted space. Pl
- Medford st in partigular was unten-
able because of smoke. In this parros
black pit the condjtions under whic
the flreamen worked when the flame
broke through that slde of the bulld-
ing were terrifying. The flames dart:
Ing =lmost’ acrogs the strest, & tangle
of hose llnes and water mote than an.
klg deep under foot, excent whare ? a
red-tongued flames_shot back and forth
and witere the high pressure guna (v
the towers' atreams broke through it
an inky, choking, suffodating blackress;
dlgu forma darting here and there, and
& babel of shouts and orders... .~
There was, ‘Chief Myllen gaid, danfpr_.
INg.

that the Medford.st slde of the hulld
might collapse.any minute. - :
adderman Burkd.of Ladder.

W

was fighting with the .mrén-of h!
any on this side of the. hl_llld,l\;‘s'
nocked down, falling™fromy’

atary to the streét. ‘Fortu

caped with a_sprain ¢1a
Thomag H. Keough hi_Engm
taken from this aida of t {16in,
consclous, Qeorga

ine 8, who was o\’reoio?n
a & wWho'w arLor
vont of the buliding;~
were taken to the Rellef -
The office  of the' flrm,
‘WiB




