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SATT WATER FOR FIRES.

Practical Plans Prepared by
Engineer Jackson.

Supply Pipes Will bo Placed Where
They Can Best be Used.

Business Distriots Protected Even More
Than at Present.

About two years ago the firo commis-
sioriers conceived the idea of utilizing salt
water from the harbor in putting out fires
in that part of the city known both as the
business and fated district. i

Until recently, however, no practicable
scheme was presented until the plan which
was made by city engineer Jackson, at the
request of the commissioners, and which
has been described in part, was completed.

The fire commissioners saw that if one
fireboat could force 6500 gallonsof water
per minute through the mains, the com-
bined forces of two fireboats (the second
having alreadvy been provided for by ap-
propriation) would equal 13,000 or more
gallons per minute, or be equivalent in ser-
vice to 24 second-size land engines.

The use of the power of the fireboat now

times $50,000 in many ways, nov
gggl?o%%’?tbe saving in land englxi:es. h&lh-
ses, horses, etc, 2nd in a few yea.rsl lt WO
Iean the saving of millions of do arg. ¢ it
The commissioners do not feel tha
will be necessary to spend $50.000 nto‘tv.
but that $10,000 will be %mto suﬁicxegimo
ran a line of pipe and fest the feasi hy1
of the plan, whxcﬁ is similar to that :lm‘i.'her
operation in QIeveland. Detroit and o
T th cmgfizies wrought steel pipes ago
used, but for Boston cast iron would b]e
better, it 18 claimed, because not so lia 3
to rust, ;)wing partly éo the carbon an
ts tar covering. .
pa(lrttxllfntnoissionorMurphysayathatenzmeehrs
everywhers have no question about the
feasibility of the new plan,and 4 nronlm-
nent eng. neeri says it gives better results
nes.
thl?lné?-ggﬁﬂggthe plan_the locations were
governed b
Dt ey will b
g[l)g_t ?:orx?s;iient streets tocover the largest

teﬂ&\)ﬁ}zh the schemse is inembryo as yet,
it will soon be brought before the citygov-
ernment, with the proposition_to establish
four stations on the water front, which
will be accessible both to fireboats and
]a'll"geenvs;ﬂesnot be “permanent stations”
(which may come in the future), but float-
ing stations., so called, the latter being
fairly effective and approximately inex-
pensive. . .

The stations will be placed in the follew-
ing }gcsalitiesz Oue near Rowe'’s wharf and
one each in the vicinity of Mt Washington
av, Congﬁass stand Charlesriver (Charles-
town) bridges. .

Thg hullgings along the water front will
naturally be taken care of in case of fire
becanse of their proximity to the water.

In connectisn with the proposed system,
communication may be effected between

PLAN SHOWING PROPOSED PIPE L -NES FOS TNE

SupPLY oF SALT WATER.

Fopasad pijpe lines shown by dotted /ines

in commission, would add about 25 percent
to the "land service,” and two boats woutd
equal 50 percent. having hydrants place
along the pioposed main pipe lines, thus
oing away with the necessity of stripping
the suburbs in case of a fairly large fire.
The plan presented shows a dangerous
section, comprising large tloor areas, nar-
row streels and great values under one

roof.

By it the pipes will be laid so that no
{;omt in the district, however remote, will
o much more than 400 feet from the

main.

_The pipes will be_ ful!l of water all the
time, and when fire breaks out the boatsat
mgf' or all stations along the water front
will force enough water through, with
hydrants as close as you please, to permit
10 connections to be made with oach
hydrant and have water enough for all, or
the whole force may be concentrated in
any section.

Theoretically spenkin\g. a fireboat sta-
tioned nearthe N Y & N E depot will fur-
nish pressure and water enough for 10
streams through 400 feet of hoso each for
a fire away up Summer st.and of courso
two boats can do twice as much.

To cnrrg out the idea to perfection the
cost would be about $30,000, but it is be-
lieved that, 1f adopted, the plan would
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the hydrants and fireboats by telephone as
well as telegravh, and gates may be intro-
duced anygvhere in the main pipes, all con-
trolled bySvires in a cable form running
through the pipes. | ° .

Asarule the maximum *land” stream is
two inches. obtained by four “’siameses.”
but two sireboats can easily furnish 12
two-inch streams under the proposed plan,
the water going through 12-inch Bmcs‘_

Stand pipes on the outside of Luildings,
recommended by the commissioners, could
readily be fed bg the fireboats, and, in fact,
salt water could be used for almost any
purpose connected with fires throughout
the district.

Aswill be seen by the plan, State st wonld
gfiﬁ?v?red by the Water st pine, as wounld

K st.

There is quite a stretch from Water to
High, but the intervening territory would
come within the 400 or 500 feet line. The
section below Washington st, from Essex
st. would be well covered by a line through

auncy, Hawley, Congress and Black.
stone sts, and the Kneeland st line would
cover the district around Albany st.

In case of a fire like that of Friday even-
ing valuable assistance would be rendered
throngh Canal and Causeway sts,and by
the pipe from Blackstone st and Dock sq,
using a long line of hose.
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