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THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE COMMISSION.

Efficiency of the Department—
Slight Adaditions Proposed.

METHODS OF ECONOMY ADOPTED

Expenditures and Results—.An
TUneventful Year.

The arnual report of the Fire Commission.
ers bas been issued, covering the transactions
of the department for the year ending April
30. The Commissioners say that

The Past Year

has been a singalarly unevertful oue. It has been
marked by no great aund disastrous tires, no large de-
struction of properiy by fire, and no loss of life in
consecquence of fire. On the contrary, the aggregate
loss on buildings and contents amounts to less than
§300,000—a loss smaller than has been recorded for
many years. But the record of the year 18 not with-
out interest asshowingan essential progress in all
that goes to make the depairtment what it should be.
The cenera! sense of security, which I8 in people’s
minds today and {8 manifested in numnberless ways,
is most desirable provided it is well founded in fact,
ana inso fur as it §s founded upon the condition of
the Fire Department there seemns no reason to think
that this confidence in the ability and efficlency of
the officers and wembvers of the department is mis-
placed. The organizatiou of the force remains the
same that it was a year ago, except that Engine Com-
pany No. 22, at that time located on Parker street,
has been changed fromn a “eall” to a ‘“‘rermanent
company,’” as was thon pronased, and now occupied
the new Liouse on Dartmouth street.

Adaitions Proposed,

' The only addit'ons 3 the force proposed are Chem-
icol Engine Company No. G, which Is to occupy the
new house near Alston station the tet of May, pud
Chemical Engine Company No. 7, which will occupy
the liouse at West Roabury village when finished,
and take the place of Head Engine Company No. 2,
Centre street. The Board do not think that any
ndditional Louses will be needed for the usaof tte
Departinent the coming year. The expenditures for
the repairs and nltqrr'.lons have been but $4960 70.
"Fhat it iz 5o moderate an amount, in view of the work
done, is due to the fact that atnost the entire labor
has been petforned by the peumancntly employed
members ot the Department, in accordance with the
eystem adopted the vear before.

Discipline of the Force.

The permanent foree consieta of 202 men and the
eall force 368 men. While the diselpiine has not been
relaxed, the number of dirmissals for intoxication
and bad conduct has been but thirteen, as compared
with thirty-one dismissals the year before for the
same cnuses, It is still a matter of regret that so
many are forced to leave the service for such rexsons,
Ax usnal, the nse of intoxicating liguors is the cause
of almost all the extreme cuses of discipline.

Hose.

The number of feet of hose of all kinds, on hand
and in use, is somewhat more than was reported a
year ngo, and is as follows: Leather hose, 22,406 feet;
cotton hoge, 25,010 feet; rubber hose, 22,411 feet;
rubber hose (chemieal engine), 3205 feet; totul 74,022
feet, A cousiderable quantity of hiose af all kinds
s been condeinned us entirely nnservicenble, and
mott of it sold. The new hosa purchased duriog the
year is as follows: Colton, 2112 feet; rubber, 6000
fect; total, 8112 feet.

Items of Detall.

The depariment has been and is at present well
cquipped with torses, The number now in service
is 134, inclvding those used for the fire-alarm tele-
graph. T!e number in gervice April 30th, 1876, was
126. Duzing the year one has died from disease, four
have been gold or exchanged, and twelve have been
purchased. The apparatus repair shop has proved
a complete success. During the year a large
amount of work bhas been done in repairs aud
alterntions of apparatus, in new apparatus, in
1epaits of bulldings, and in firc-alarnt telegraph
work, The work turned out is belisved to be
of the very Lest quality, and thne will show the
economy of sound materials and thorough waork-
manship. In scdition to the workmen regalarly em-

loyed, a considernble number from the permanent
‘orce, varying with the nmount of work to be done
have been detailed to work in theshop. They rcspnmi
to the alarms of fire, and the city bas the advantayge
of their skilled labor ns well as their services in case
of fire. The following is n list of the causecs of the
ensualties to members of the departmient, all in the
line of duty: Fall from ladaer, 2; thrown from car-
riage, 25 falling of cefling, 1; cut by falling slates, 15
cut by falling glass, 1: burned, 1; total casualites, 8.

Fxnendituares.

‘fhe expenditures of the year for the whole depart-
ment, which biciades the tire-alarm telegraph and
care of bel's and clocke, mt2r deducting the charge
for water, and the care of hydrants, have amounted
to §489,652 28, which is $137,672 72 less than the
amount appropented by the City Conncil. Thisis a
pentifying recu't to the Boaid, but the question has
aeen tafs @ whethes 1t should b2 con. wered credit.
able to them or lookcd unon as au evidence of had
Judgn ent when making their e.dimn‘es at the rom.
wencement of the year. ‘The test which the Board
are mest auxfous alout, is whether the expenditures
have lLeen proper, and the oty has received an
ear'valent for the money paid out.

Reductions Explained.

. Delay iu getting the rew buildings ready postponed
the orgauization of the three new companies untit
Iate in the yer~.” The locaion of some of the engines
fs such that the Board found that the number of
members of - the permanen{ compan‘'es having them
in charge cou’d safely be reduced; and the ordinary
changes in wembership from time to time taking
piace will always leave a small Lalacce in favor of
the salary account. While the Fire Department is
under the prescnt management the Council may be
sure of one thing, 1tbat whaiever may be the state of
the appropriation, no expente which in the judgment
of the Board is unnecessary will either be authorized
or continued ; although, with but a years
exverlence, they asked for an appropnation of
£30,000 for repairs of apparatus, it is a source of
real satisfaction to tliem to report that the success
of the new mrnlr shop has been such as to enatle
1hiem to getthrough a year with charges to thisap-
proprintion amounting to (only §9,209 36. It is but
proper, however, for them  to ndd that the year has
been & remarkadly fortunate one, so fav at fires and
alarms, and of course exposure of appartus, is con-
cerucd: still, the system of keeping the apparatus
always in repuir, of daily reports as to its condition,
and inedinte attention to any defects, Jurge or
small, with the work done at, the repair-shop. much
of it by det-.iled labor, is clearly un improvement
upon the old system, and in any season will result
in better work for a good deal Jess money. Of the
amount np]pronnnte( forthe repairs of houses, less
than one-lalf las been expended; and this in
a gouod ineasure 18  accounted for by the
detail of members of the department,
whoee mechanical skill could be taken advantage of,
quite as much for their own good as for the pecuniary
interest of the citv. About one-balf only of the ap-
propriation for new hose, fuel for engines, small sup-
plieg, etc., has been e:q;ended. owing wmainly to the
fact that the number of tires bas not beeo large, and
promptuess in reaching them has prevented confia-
grations, Hay and grain too, the fluctuations in the
price of which have this year favored the pur-
chaser, show nn unexpended balance of $0650 27.
The expense for horses hus, by good care, health
and good luck, been less than was expected. The ex-
penditure for new apparatus has been much less thun
the estimate. the necessity for the purchase of a new
engine having been obviated by rebuilding an old ene
at the repair shop.
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