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FIRE HORSES.

-
- Everveooy knows that s fireengine tions and faculties are highly cultivated ;
"&Jlngo.wmglybnﬂt,hmd- interested looks follow him when he

s with a broad forehead and  takes his daily exercise ; and, seen in full

Cintelligent eye. He wears neither progress to a fire, he is an object of re-
f,.' ' blinders, and is never blanket- speet and admiration, almost of terror.
Wﬁmbmmhﬁe His work is different from that of
“but his coat is nicely groomed, any other horse in the world, and it re-
W are well oiled ; he is nsually in  quires a peculiar combination of quali-
- the pink of condition ; his social affec- ties. The fire steed must be able to
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that of a running draft-horse. Engines,
with the men who ride on them, usually
weigh about 8000 pounds, or four tons :
some are a thousand pounds lighter;
others as much, or nearly as much,
ponderous, varying from 2500 (this kind
employs but one horse) to 7500 pounds.
The hose carriages attached to the fire
engines, and drawn by one horse, are, as
a rule, about half the weight of the en-
gines, but sometimes much more. Two-
wheel carts were formerly used for this
purpose, but they have been superseded,
in Boston and in most other cities, by
four-wheel wagons, which, though not
so picturesque, are much easier for the
horse, inasmuch as none of the weight
comes upon his back.

Hook and ladder trucks, with their
men, vary in weight from 4350 to 10,600
pounds, the only truck which reaches
these last-mentioned figures being hauled
by three horses, harnessed abreast.
There is another very heavy one, weigh-
ing 9535 pounds, which is kept on Har-
rison Avenue, and is drawn by two huge
grays, — one of the largest spans in the
department. The engines usually fit
the horse-car tracks, which is a great ad-
vantage ; whereas the hook and ladder
tracks are too broad for this, and they
are so extremely long that a large part
of the weight is far from the horses,
which of course makes it harder to haul ;
but, again, the load is more “springy,”
not so dead as that of the engine, and
the two kinds of apparatus ave, on the
whole, probably about equally difficult to
pull. Some of the longest trucks, as
most of my readers know, are provided
with a sort of steering apparatus for the
hind wheels, so that the helmsman, who
sits immediately above the axle, is able
to turn them sharply in going around
a corner. By this device the necessity
of a “wide” turn is avoided, and the
driver is able to “cut” the corners as

homthoﬂutmtoﬂlounﬂd,aﬂ
on (as the spectator may readily
m);m#ﬂlﬂnmﬂw ore
shrtatomu.

nthh!thenbe.wedtpﬂn
is soon diseovered. In the first place,
he must be big and heavy. m

hmvafmmmwlﬁw
very few, if amy, quite nuhing
maximum, and most of them weigh
about 1400 pounds, — rather less
more. Bnttheﬂrohcmo

horses are first bought, they are almq
invariably fat and soft; but they a

xm:udmdyadgnedtoam
out any training or preparation. 3
qmﬁy,thoymmbehnmoud,nnd,
need be, restrained somewhat, during
their first months of service. Shoul
they be driven hard at this time, they
might easily become *touched in the
wind,"” or otherwise disabled ; and this
sometimes happens through careless or
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_have been told of a pair of tough roans
"q‘ thas, and weighing not much more
than 1200 pounds, who could pull a
eavy matwoudafulspeod;but,
mately, the near horse had a habit

ing on the threshold of the engine
whmmodﬁoraﬁre,vhich
yed the apparatus that his subse-
peed did not make up for the time

horse was transferred to the other en-
gine, and put in one of the stalls behind

of bed, rushed down to the engine floor,
and found the other horse standing in
his place by the pole, ready to have the
collar fastened about his neck ; but the
gray was missing. They looked in his
stall, but it was vacant; “ neither hide
nor hair of him " could be found, and
it seemed clear that the animal had
been stolen by some bold thief. Present-
ly, howmr, a horse was heard moving
about in the adjoining house, and it
provedtobombelongingtothecbem
ical which had already gone to
the fire. He was of course immediately
put in the place of the missing beast,
and the engine finally got under way.
The fact was that when the alarm sound-
ed, and the doors of the stable flew
open, the gray had gone to his old place
on the chemieal engine, and pushed
aside the horse already standing there,
who, finding that he was not wanted,
returned to his stall. The men, in the
harry of the moment, harnessed such
animals as offered themselves, and were
off without discovering the mistake.
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ndwlneilmve strength, height, and
speed.

Such being the kind of horse needed
for fire engines, let us now visit a new
recruit in his quarters. The weather
being warm, the doors of the house are
open, a rope being stretched across the
cntunee. Directly in front of us stands

it ean be let down when the horses stand
under it. Back of the engine, and some
,.l'dl distant as amle’ a titi P
posed chiefly of doors, runs across the
house. Behind this partition are the
stalls ; the horses facing the engine, and
the front of each stall being a door, with
a window in it. Bridles are worn night
and day, the bits being slipped out when
theammalseattbmm‘mtkeptm
while they chew their hay. Some few
horses, whose mouths are tender, are
hﬂhdmthembhmmmbnmg.
ing loose.

.hN""h“ we will suppose that an

of fire strikes, the hour being

w The horses are lmdown.
out of sight and fast - Sopely

e

m Y
m“’“’h""mﬂdoﬁin_ %
b“vnmhndm 2
le; a‘dﬂ'ﬂ,Mh“’
down the harness; two or three men
g at the pole snap the collars to.
gether, fasten the reins to the bits, and.
off they go. There is aothmgm .

of the box. desmmm...w
maximum time for companies in a fi
class department to make ready
leave the house; and the ordinary time
is, I believe, fifteen or twenty seconds.
The fire marshal of the Chieago depart-
ment informs me that, “on the test of
a certain engine, with men in bed and
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hnﬂihwhnbpﬂodnphhndh
but otherwise he seemed none

the worse for the immense exertion.
Another big horse, of the greyhound
type already — that is, hav-
ing long hind legs and standing higher

legs without to run. This horse
is used with a ladder truck, and his
edueation was finally accomplished by
fencing in his path from the stall to the
pole with ladders, a method often em-
ployed.
Sometimes, it is not want of mind, but
nervousness, which makes a fire horse
slow to learn the trade, just as some
nervous children have difficalty in ap-
plying their minds, Such was the case
with Peter, a well-bred black horse, used
for many years in Boston with the lad-
der truck in Fort Hill Square. Peter
was a noble, strong, spirited animal, and,
once taught, he became as prompt and
trustworthy as any horse in the depart~
ment. On one occasion, shortly after
his purchase, Peter, exasperated by the
schooling, broke away from his instrue-
tors, jumped cleanly through an open
window without touching the sash, and
ran down the street in search of amuse-
ment. At another time, while waiting
in the blacksmith shop, his shoes having
been taken off, but not yet replaced, Pe-
ter heard the twelve o’clock alarm strike.
This, he knew, indicated the hour of his
dinner, and accordingly Peter made off,
without saying By your leave to the
smith, and presently appeared at the

.gmehmeumsh-ucwdmdwm

mgthe noeded,amountofren,ao
eventually, he too, after being dc
perhaps, for an imaginary dhene,
bsndenndtolanemorepmehl

Now that we have seen how a fire-en-

lives, it might be mtemdnngtohw
what manner his daily lifeis ordered. H
hkesbreakMinBoﬁon,ﬂﬁan .
past, in some houses as late as six o’clock,
— the meal consisting, as a rule, of two
quarts of oats. After breakfast he re-
ceives a thorough grooming, and abg
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half past eleven or twelve he has
= two quarts of oats again,
b also is the allowance for supper,
past five or six. Some old and
te horses have nine quarts of oats
day. Usually a bran mash is given
‘a week, and in some houses a little
bran is fed every day. In the after-
noon the horse has another hour of ex-
ercise, supposing that no fire has oc-
cwrred. Hay is allowed at night only,
:& | in most of the houses it is fed from
the floor, so that the horse can eat it
while lying down. For several reasons
this method is far better than feeding
& rack, especially for the fire
e, who takes a long while to eat his
‘inasmuch as the bit remains in his
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of repose. At eight P. M., it is the cus-
tom all over the city to ecall the horses
out and harness them to the engine, and
at this time visitors are apt to drop in.
Both firemen and horses are always
well known in the vicinity, and many

by their names, and often treating them
to candy and other luxuries. In fact,
whenever a fire-engine horse is intro-
duced to & stranger, he to re-
ceive some dainty, and will poke his
nose into the visitor's hands and pock-
ets ; nor is he easily discouraged by fail-
ure to ‘find anything, being evidently
convineed that nobody would be quite
so mean as to enter his stable without
bringing at least a lump of sugar or the
fraction of an apple.

There is a handsome gray horse in
the Mason Street station, in Boston, who
has a great liking for ice, and, when out
for exercise, he can never be persuaded
to pass an ice wagon without first thrust-
ing his head in behind and helping him-
self to a small piece. It is needless to
say that the firemen (whom, by the way,
I found invariably civil and intelligent)
make great pets of their four-footed
companions, and are a little inclined to
exaggerate their good qualities, — * the
finest pair in the department” being dis-
covered in almost every engine house.
There is, too, a favorite horse at each
station, — not always the strongest or
handsomest, but the most affectionate,
docile, and sociable ; and the visitor is
always taken first to this animal’s stall,
whose virtues are thereupon extolled
with generous enthusiasm.

From December to April every engine
house contains an equine guest, as an
extra horse for making up a “spike
team,” in case the streets are blocked
with snow. Usually this horse is not
owned by the department, but is loaned
by an ice company or a contractor, —
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On one occasion a spike team was
ing through a narrow street, where there
was barely room to get between a wagon
on one side and a light carryall, with
women and children in it, on the other.
The driver found that he had no control
over his leader, and feared a bad acei-
dent ; but the horse threaded his way so
carefully and accurately that the engine
swept past the earriage without touching
it. When the engine stopped, it ap-
peared that the leader’s bit was hanging
loose, and that he had served as his own
driver.

This same animal —a big bay horse
on Fort Hill Square —is also credited
with some clever work in his own in-
terest. Immediately in the rear of his
stall was a slide where the oats came
down, as he had full opportunity to ob-
serve at feeding-time. But how could
be get them? He was confined in his
stall, not of course by a halter, but by
a rope stretched behind him, and fas-
tened by an ordinary open hook. First,
he discovered that, with some difficulty,
he could turn in the stall far enough to
get hold of the rope with his teeth, and
after many attempts he succeeded in un-
hooking it. It was then an easy task
to step across to the slide, pull it open
with his teeth, and thus set running the
reservoir of grain above. Two or three
times he was found, after achieving this
feat, standing in a deluge of oats, and
industriously stowing them away in a
compartment furnished by nature. But
the firemen checkmated him by putting
on the rope a snap hook, closed by a
spring ; and there it may be seen, at once
proving the occurrence and preventing
its repetition.

There is another sagacious leader,
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gentle, but a trifle too long in the

and legs.
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running to a fire, came in collision with
a “tow ” horse, and was thrown down.
His knees and hind legs were badly cut,
but none of these injuries proved se-

Fire horses, as a rule, give out first
and chiefly in their feet. Standing so
much as they do on wooden floors, their
feet have a tendency to become dry and
hard, but this is counteracted by a per-
manent stuffing of tar and oakum, held
in place with a leather pad. Almost all
the fire horses of Boston wear these
pads, and usually on the hind as well
as the fore feet. In other cities, the
same result is accomplished by periodi-
cal stuffing of the feet with some one of
the many materials which horsemen use
for this purpose.

! Possibly this result might be accomplished
satisfactorily by the Charlier process, which
consists in channeling the wall of the foot at
it base, and inserting in the circular groove so
formed a steel shoe. By this method the walls
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seventeen years old, and he has a con-
temporary in the Dartmouth Street sta~
tion, also a hose horse, who entered the
department in the same year.

This is * Grief,” so named because of
his melancholy aspect. He has a way of
standing with his fore legs wide apart,
his head hanging down between, and a
doleful expression of the face. A vis-
itor, who saw him once in this attitude,
remarked that he would make a good
“image of Grief,” and the name seemed
so appropriate that it was adopted by
common consent. “Grief” is duly in-
seribed in large letters over his stall, and
as “Grief” he is known through the
department and to all the neighbors,
Grief is a remarkable horse ; in color a
rich mottled brown, and in shape much
resembling the other old horses already
described. He has a massive, well-
formed shoulder, strong, straight fore
legs, powerful hind quarters (too long a
cannon - bone, however), a good neck,
slightly arched, a rather intelligent, clean-
cut head, but mulish ears. His pecu-
liarity is a philosophical, phlegmatic dis-
position. He has a hearty appetite and
a sound digestion, but he never shows
the least impatience for his meals,, Other
horses paw and neigh when they hear
the premonitory rattle of the oat-box,
but Grief never betrays the least sign of
curiosity or interest. The children of
the vicinity often come to this house to
give the horses candy, and the span of
bays who draw the engine always recog-
nize their benefactors, and will follow
them about the stable. But Grief, though
glad enough to be fed, never takes the
slightest notice of any visitor beyond
swallowing what is offered to him. He
sleeps a great deal, ruminates still more,
and allows nothing outside of business
to disturb or excite him; and hence, no
doubt, his excellent state of preserva-
tion.

‘But Grief wakes up when the alarm
strikes. However long or steep the road,
however fast may gallop the stout young
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