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Who Take All Kinds of Chances

l,‘ FEARLESS BOSTON FIREMEN
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A SERIES OF PERSONAL STORIES

CAPT MICHAEL NORTON
ENGINE 21

T

“ifiey o rervice of over 3% years in ihe
du artient, many events crond to tie
front demandinzs recognition as the most
thnlhng. There come to my mind scenes
at the old Globe Theatre tire, the Brown
furredl. and the Roxbury general alarm
tree, ol of wlich were indeed thrilhng
m thetaselves

Hotever, 1t was on April 12, 1S,
thie 1 had mv most exaiting experience.
A4t tine 1 owas captain of Engine 5
)it Peon, which was the first com-
1wy to arnive in Chelseit when assist-

« v e called from Beston,

Groarrnvmg at the fire 1 received
v s trom Chief Spencer to take my
v # to . point near the place where the
tre had staited, We had dragged che
h;'c mio 4 natrow passageway to head
¢ty mre frow spreading any further
11 thar daection,

1. o5 we mot water Lieut AMichuel
T 0bun, who had sone back to pass
“J vort for water. found that the fire
ted come 11 hach of us m such a way
that we were cut o from escape f1om
the p~eugenav, lle shouted to us and
oh prestving the danger we fought our
®a\ hach thiough the flames and smoke.

Whit saved us was that we had
Tatrin our line. Otherwise, there is no
teling what would have happened. I he
Deat was »o Imtensc that one whale
iencth o1 the hose was burned and had
to be 1ihen out when we reached tae
Flreot

*For 1w houwrs we battled with the
flame~ thit were consuming the city.

From the terrible punishment received:

CAPT MICHAELL NORION

from that fire Lieut O'Brien, a splendid
officer and able fireman, went off duty
when we returned to cuarters. It later
resulted in his death.

“At dusk 1t was appalling to behold the
panorama of charred ruins eatending in
all dnections far as the eyve could see.
Tt was pathetic, 100, to see the homeless
men. women snd children ccuveying hut
a few belongings and wandermg about
aimlessly without a place to lay their
heads.™

Capt Norten was appoiuted to the call
service Oct 10, 1855, and made a pernia-

pent man Feb 16, 188, on Ladder 1. 1ie
was promoted lieutenant Aug 28, 1896 and

He has served on

capain Jan 24, 1908,
5 and 29 and

Ladder companies 1, 3,
Engines 5, 6, 21 and 43
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