


FIRE COMMISSIONER,
BrisTOL STREET, BosTON, February 20, 1901.

His Hoxor TrHoMAs N. HArT, Mayor :

S1r, — No radical change has been made in this Depart-
ment during the last year; the practice of strengthening, as
far as possible, the present locations by equipment, rather
than by the building of new houses for new companies, has
been followed ; and, in my opinion, should be adhered to for
some years to come, inasmuch as the present Department is
sufficient to provide reasonable protection in the various
districts ; and it does not seem fair to expect the City to
furnish engine and ladder companies for the purpose of pro-
viding the outlying districts with that protection which is
necessary to prevent conflagrations in the business quarters.
While the losses on buildings during the year have been some
#170,000 less than those of 1899, the losses on contents have
exceeded those of 1899 by some $240,000; which figures
may show the effect of large streams of water, without which
a conflagration has the advantage. It is a source of con-
gratulation that no fire has « got away ” from the Department,
although we are well aware that the dreaded conflagration
may at any time assume proportions not reached of late.
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Our Roll of Merit contains the names of :

N.L.Hussey . . . . . Engine 23,

E. H. Sawyer . . . . . Ladder4.

30, H. Sawyer .« « e w4

3. ¥ Bailey.. il . eiw il Ladderidf;
Eugene Rogers . . . . . N
Captain Peter Callahan . . Engine 4.
Lieut. J. A. Kelley . . . Chemical 1.

T. J. Heffron . . . . . Engined.

J. E.Downey . . . . . S0

F. F. Leary . .+ . . Ladder12.
Florence Donoghue . . . Com_bmz:tmn 8.
Captain J. J. O’Comnor . . Engine 7.
Lieut. J. F. McMahon . . Combination 8.
M.A. Kenealy . . . . . EngineT7.

D, iDrigeoll < Vsl e o £

W. H. Magner . . . . . Ladder8.

All of whom have distinguished them§elve§ by ext;eption-
ally good work on oceasion ; but the_ success in putting out
fires, which the Department has attained, has been owing to
the perpetual vigilance and uniform zeal of all the officers
and men without distinetion. Hoseman Herbert Pierce of
Engine 42 and Hoseman Patrick J. McCarthy of Engine 8
have died during the year from injuries received while on

ive duty.

H'ct‘l:I‘i:ety-?ix (96) members were injured, and were off duty
a total of 2,973 days, an average of 31 days each. !

The Fire-Alarm Branch of the Department has continued
its good work during the last year, having successfully
struck 9,260,476 blows in performing its duty ; and no ﬁre-
alarm box has failed in its work of properly transmitting
alarms from the street to headquarters. S

The new Veterinary Hospital has answered all require-
ments &5 horse, among the 358 employed, having died of

isease during the year. )
dls':‘he large sgelf-prgpelling engines have conth}ued their good
service, and certainly are a marked success in dealing with
fire through their large streams, while their motive power has

roved very effective.
p The elec}tric signal, by means of wire inserted through the
hose giving direct communication with the engine, has proved
of much service in preventing the delay necessary when
water_has to be called for by messenger, it having been
adopted for 10 engines in the City proper.
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The adoption of rubber tires has greatly increased the ease
of travel of apparatus, as well as saved much wear and tear,
and their further adoption will be continued as fast as
practicable.

The adoption of outside standpipes on high buildings does
not progress as fast as the interests of property would seem
to demand; while fire-escapes, where built, are often of a
character to insure disaster to those citizens of ordinary voca-
tions who may be required to use them; in my opinion, the
best outside escape is that at present attached to the Franklin
School on Waltham street.

Besides the danger from the many well known fire-traps
throughout the city, the large buildings of iron construction,
when used for the storage of wool and other combustible
material, add, in my opinion, to the gravity of the situation
by their readiness to twist and fall when subjected to severe
heat, and thus become a menace to a fire department.

The wooden villages springing up in the country districts
continue to offer ready fuel for the flames; but as long as
owners prefer to oppose all attempts to extend the lines on
which brick buildings must be built, the Fire Department and
insurance companies must stand in the gap as best they can.

ORGANIZATION.

lggommissioner, Hexry S. RUSSELL; term expires May,
£ IS

Secretary, BENJAMIN F. UNDERHILL.

Chief of Department, LEwis P. WEBBER.

Assistant Chief, WiLLiAM T. CHESWELL.

Second Assistant Chief and Chief of District No. 6, Joux
A. MULLEN.

Superintendent of Fire-alarms, BRowN S. FLANDERS.

Assistant dent of Fire-alarms, Cyrus A.

t Superint
GEORGE. .

Superintendent of Repair-shop, HENRY M. HAWKINS,

Assistant Superintendent of Repair-shop, EvGENe M.
BYINGTON.

Hydraulic Engineer, GREELY S. CURTIS.

Veterinary Surgeon, GEORGE W. STIMPSON.

Medical Examiner, Rurus W. SPRAGUE.

Purchasing Officer, CHARLES A. STRAW.

Storekeeper, GEORGE R. KNIGHT.

Foreman of Hose and Harness-shop, PArrick B.
HANNON.
Consulting Electrician, HENRY F. CorTLE [absent].
Master Carpenter, THoMAS C. HANEY.
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CLERKS.
William E. Delano, M. J. Laﬂerty. George F. Murphy,
James P. Maloney, D. J. Quinn.

District Chiefs.

John F. Ryan, Headquarters, Ladder-house 2
C. H. W. Pope, % « 9
Joseph M. Garrity, # “ 8
Peter F. McDonough, & Engine-house 4
Nathan L. Hussey, L # 26
Patrick E. Keyes, H 5 22
John Grady, € Ladder-house 12
Edward H. Sawyer, “ ¢ 4
Williston A. Gaylord, % Engine-house 18
Hiram D. Smith, LU L

Lewis P. Abbott, “ “ 28

ForceE AND PAv-roLL, FEBRUARY 1, 1901.

Commissioner : 4 2 A . $5,000 pe1 annum.
Secretary 2 f : A . 2500 ¢ « REPAIR-SHOP EMPLOYEES.
Chief of Department 5 - S s BRC u 1. Saniterd Bl
L y Engineer . . %1,300 per annum.
f“t dAssls:‘tant Ll}:ef : : g*;gg I A 1 Engineer ; : : : 3 00 perday.
PO NP < 1 Assistant Lngmeer 2 60 i«
Superintendent of Fxre-a.larms 4 3,200 « “ T Phtrtas 875w
Assistant Superintendent of Flre—alarms, 2,000 « “ i e 2 50 «
Superintendent of Repair-shop = . . 2,000 « “ 9 Wheelw y 1 X GEE
Asst. Superintendent of Repmr—shop o B B00 & 1 N‘lra::elfix:‘i::sg ol g gg %
Hydraulic Engineer SHEEH0R S 1 Machinist 300 «
Veterinary Surgeon 5 : 3 ol 22,0003ty & 9 Blaskemiths 350 «
Medical Examiner { s : 400900 : : BBl alnsth 8 95 ik
Purchasing Officer - 1,600 3 Blacksmiths’ helpers 2 50 ¢«
Foreman of Hose and Harness Shop o D0 s TS 1 Hose and harness-repairer 150 «
Storekeeper 3 AR B SRR 5T abon g %
Master Carpenter . ; } . 1,800 ¢« /e b e L
Bookkeeper . : : . : S 1 U R K ; - ;
Ao SRRSO DR R R SR e
1 Clerk . ¢ 3 A . 1,100 « “ I il LS
11 District Chiefs 2,000 k% ForcE AND PAy-rorLn, FEBRUARY 1, 1900.
53 Captains 2 . 2 s L & Commissioner : . $5,000 per annum.
66 Lieutenants . . 4 A . 1400 « “ Secretary 4 3 . : . 2400 « “
47 Engineers . R4 11 11800 18 sk Chief of Depﬂrhment : - : . 8500 « o«
40 Assistant Engmeers : ¢ « 1,200 « “ First Assistant Chief . & . . 2,400 « “
+ (5 B 4 4 . 1,000 ¢« Second “ 5 7 : . 2,200 « «
- — ————
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470 Permanent men.

356 at . 5 4 4 - 4 . 1,200 per annum.

37 at . i 4 k 4 : SULT00, ey

30 at . 5 3 4 2 § 000 e

27 at . . . 3 . 3 ‘ 900 « “

20 at . g ¥ ; - : sihn SR Sy
83 Call-men.

Tiabi s ¢ 5 5 : : SR VR (DI
14 at . . 3 5 - ; .. 260 & “
68 at . . ; : ‘ w200 i &
11 Chiefs’ Drivers ; : . : 1 75 perday.

2 Watchmen 5 A . 1,000 per annum.

3 Hostlers (avemge) o 1 95 per day.

1 Horseshoer . 5 . 4 & 300 «

FIRE-ALARM FORCE.

6 Operators 5
3 Assistant Opemtors - : < DL 2001F e Sy
1 Foreman of Construction . A . 1,800 « “
17 Repairers (average)

. $1,600 per annum.

2 94 perday.







