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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1936.

BosroN, January 31, 1937.
Hon. FREDERICK W. MANSFIELD,
Mayor of the City of Boston.

DeAr Sir,— I have the honor to submit herewith a
report of the activities of the Boston Fire Department
for the year ending December 31, 1936, as required by
section 24, chapter 4, of the Revised Ordinances of 1925.

Fire Loss.

The total fire loss for the City of Boston, estimated
by the insurance companies, amounted to $2,952,958.42,
of which $1,947,607.32 was on buildings and
$1,005,351.10 was on contents.

The fires showing the greatest loss during the year
are as follows:

[
November 27, 1936, 44 Charles River avenue,

Boston Globe Publishing Company etal. . . $375,893 94
April 8, 1936, Lake street, St. John’s Seminary . 234,144 85
December 8, 1936, 261-287 A street, Boston Plate

Glass Company | [ 000 0 0 0wl TGdhon S
August 10, 1936, 2333-2337 Washington street,

Wellworth Market et al. ; ! ; ! % 95,713 00
August 30, 1936, 8 Winter street, Carpenter

Estate et al. . 73,707 65

July 27, 1936, 486-498 Albaﬁy sfreet; Kir.n,bal.l

Realty Company et al. 66,554 12
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February 5, 1936, 463-469 Washmgton street,

Hudson Apparel Company ei $60,427 04
November 18, 1936, 900 East Flrst street White

Fuel Corporatmn i 58,713 40
November 17, 1936, 84 and 86 Fulton street,

G. Zuffante Company et al. 37,862 54
August 14, 1936, 34 and 36 South street Acker-

man & Patterson ef al. 3 ; 33,180 03

FINANCES.

Expenditures of the department decreased slightly
over 1935. I submit below a table showing how expendi-
tures of 1936 compared with those of previous years.

Year endmg December 31,1936 . : : . 84,123,856 68
31,1935 . . . . 4,161,328 20

& & e 31,1934 . . . . 3,677,085 02
i 5 ¥ 31, 1933 . . . . 3,804,226 83
oy = % 31,1932 . . . . 4,377,844 00
& % “ 31,1931 . . . . 4,620,818 60

i o " SH103eE . . L . 4042208 53
s * 5 31,1920 . . . . 4,662,265 18
& & ¢ 31,1928 . .. . . 4,357,568 28
7 & % 31,1927 . . . . 4,183,945 99

Fire PREVENTION.

The personnel of the Fire Prevention Division has
been diligent in its duties during the year and continued
vigilance has been practised to reduce the fire hazard.

During the year all classes of buildings were inspected.
Many one and two-family houses were inspected, with
the permission of the occupants.

Number of inspections . SRR SRERE . 97,935
Number of re-inspections R R R 15
Number of corrgetions . . . . . . . 15467
Number of complaints . .. 13,599
Number of conditions found corrected on re-mspec-

tions : . 12,593
Number of personal mspecnons NP NI - Tl L)
Oil burners mspected B e g e R TG

Reports of hazardous conditions were sent to other
departments as follows:

Reports sent to the Building Department . . . 1,136
Reports sent to School Buildings Department ) 25
Reports sent to Health Department . b 8
Personal services by constable SRR S SRR el 451
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The following inspections were made by district
officers and distriet privates:

Buildings inspected by district officers . g ) 1 1:20,310

Inspections by district privates . . . . . 66,243
Theatre inspections . . ’ A X ; L 4,123
Schoolhouse inspections . 2 ; . S : 3,802
Public buildings inspeetions . . . . . . 849
Carhouse inspections : Y A 2N 72
Deer Island monthly mspectlons v TR e 12
Long Island monthly inspections . . . . . 12

A brief account of the activities of the Arson Unit,
in accordance with the provisions of chapter 383 of the
Acts of 1931, is as follows:

Number of Police Inspectors assigned to the Fire Preven-
tion Division from Police Headquarters 5
Number of Fire Prevention Inspectors on Arson Squad i® o6
Number of Investigations by Arson Squad . . 264
(a) Reported as being suspicious . 64
(b) Reported as being unknown or undctermmd 128
(¢) Miscellaneous @ 72
Number of persons interviewed at Fire Prevention Oﬂice, 43
Number of hearings held at Fire Alarm Office (Fenway) . 14
Number of hearings held, which, on account of in-
sufficient evidence, were not presented to District
Attorney
Number of cases preeented to District Attomey for
consideration as to prosecutlon i :
Number of cases arraigned in Mumclpal Court il 4
Cases held for Grand Jury . 2% Bt

FIRE APPARATUS.

During the year sixteen motor vehicles were pur-
chased, tested and placed in service as follows:

1 Mack, type 19, 1,000-gallon centrifugal pumping engine.

1 Seagrave V12, 1,000-gallon pumping engine.

1 Ahrens-Fox, 1,000-gallon triple combination pumping engine.
1 Seagrave, V12, 85-foot aerial ladder truck.

2 Studebaker four-door sedans.

6 Studebaker two-door sedans.

1 Packard sedan.

3 85 H. P. Ford trucks with pick-up bodies.




4 Ciry DocumenT No. 12.

Twelve small cars were traded in when the new ones
were purchased.

The motor equipment of the department, at the
present time, consists of the following:

Tyre In Service. | In Reserve.

52 11

48 8

23 8

City service ladder trucks. &= \o~ 217.25-37-28-21913( 8 4
‘Water towers. ....cooovuuvaiaian 3 1
1 =

3 1

1 1

- 1

_— 1

2 s

40 13

5 =

12 -

6 5y

W. P. A,

W. P. A. Project No. 7866 started May 25, 1936
and was completed August 10, 1936. The work con-
sisted of installing a reinforced concrete main floor in
the quarters of Ladder Company 9, including changes
in heating, plumbing, ete.

Project No. 5069 was started in December, 1935,
and was completed in November, 1936. The interiors
of sixteen department buildings were painted during
that time.

Project No. 4843 consisted of painting interiors of
eight department buildings. It was begun and com-
pleted in 1936.

Project No. 5578 begun in 1936, and consisting of
painting interiors of fire stations, bricklaying, carpentry,
roofing, plumbing, steamfitting, concrete work and
general building repairs, was still going on December
31, 1936. During this time work was done in thirty-four
department buildings.
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Hice PRESSURE SERVICE.

The records of the two high pressure service stations
for the year are as follows:

Station No. 1. Station No, 2.

Total alarms to which pump responded............ 243 209
Watee discharged ™. .......c.coomeeanniiaineenn 204,000 gallons | 132,500 gallons

*Owing to the construction of the Venturi meters they do not record flows under 600
gallons per minute,
HypranTs.

The following is a list of the hydrants in service on
December 31, 1936:

Public. | Private.
Ordinary post............. 3,168 129
Boston post.. .. 2,402 26
Lowryi.o.u.u. 595 33
Boston Lowry............. 314 5
Batchelder & Finneran post God 4,599 8
BOBOBGS 7 Vs daies Saes oaie s 102 111
High Pressure. . 505 =
Chapman post. . 35 55
LAAlOW/DORY «.s:a v 5i7s & asiais ale srnia ona oo s T B .00 38 2 13
DEOABOW DOBS. 2ot a0 v rslss i sb gt s o i s S OB o o 5 56 —_ 4
Coffini DosB. . ..o - ono srntliasviaglon st alonle oo vsivssminlsss o 1 -
510 BB SR RS R . SRS g R 11,723 384

Fire CoLLEGE.

The sessions of the Fire College were conducted
during the year (except during the vacation period).
Approximately one hundred and sixty (160) members
of the department received instructions at the college
during the year.

DEPARTMENT DRILLS.
Regular weekly drills were held by all companies in
the department. In addition, each company in the

department was given a thorough drill by the department
drillmaster.







