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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1958.

Bosrton, February 1, 1959.
Hon. Jonn B. HynEs,
Mayor of Boston.
DxAr Sir:
I have the honor to submit herewith a concise report
of the activities of the Boston Fire Department for the
year ending December 31, 1958.

Respectfully submitted,

Francis X. CoTrERr,
Fire Commassioner.



HISTORY
FIRE COMMISSIONERS CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT
*1874-1876. Alired P. Rockwell. 1826-1828. Samuel D. Harris.

1877-1879. David Chamberlain.
1879-1883. John L. Fitzgerald.
1883-1885. Heury W. Longley.

1829-1835. Thomas C. Amory.
1836-1853. William Barnicoat.

1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald. 1854-1855. Elisha Smith, Jr.
1850-1808. RobetC. Fith, 1856-1865. George W. Bird.
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell.

1866-1874. John S. Damrell.
1905. Patrick J. Kennedy.

(Acting February 17—March 20.) 1874-1884.

William A. Green.
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells.

1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker. 1884-1901. Louis P. Webber.

1910. Francis M. Carroll. 1901-1906. William T. Cheswell.
(Acting May 27—September 16.)

1910-1912. Charles C. Daly. 1906-1914. John A. Mullen.

1912-1914. Charles H. Cole. 1914, John Grady. (1 day.)

1914-1919.  John Grady.

1914-1919. Peter F. McDonough.
1919-1921.  John R. Murphy.

1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning. 1919-1922. Peter E. Walsh.
Acting Nov. 8, 19"1—& ril 1, 1922.)

)‘)(2‘2c . 0Wlllmm % Ca;:;e\ 1922-1924. John O. Taber.
(Acting April 1—August 24.) .

1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn, 1925-1930. Daniel F. Sennott.

1926. Thomas F. Sullivan. 1930-1936. Ienry A. Fox.
(Acting January 26—July 6.) N

1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman. 1936-1046. Samuel J. Pope.

ID:}()—I‘)S'S Fdward F. McLaughlin.
Eugene M. McSweeney.

193!
(()‘mher 16, 1933—January 5, 1934.) 1948-1950. John F. McDonough.
1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin.

1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly. 1950-1956. John V. Stapleton.
1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald.

1946-1948.  Napeen Boutilier.

7, 1945—J. 1956. Edward N. Montgomery.
1948-1(;:(;‘ ’ ‘I‘h:iell B n(l:l:::; ‘11?46-) B
1950-1953. Michael T. Kelleher. 1956- Leo C. Driscoll.
1953-1954. John F. Cotter.
1954~ Francis X. Cotter.

*Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer.

Fire DEPARTMENT 3

Specian COMMENTS

Building fires have again decreased this year. There
were 3,698 building fires in 1954 and, each year since,
there has been a steady drop until this year there have
been only 2,209 building fires — a drop of almost 1,500
in building fires since “ In-Service Inspection’ started.

Oil Burner Fires: In the year 1954, there were 329
fires attributed to space or range oil burners. In 1958,
it has dropped to 128 (a drop of 200) fires attributable
to space or range oil burners.

It is felt that the reduction in the number of build-
ing and oil burner fires, as mentioned above, can bhe
attributed to the comprehensive fire prevention activi-
ties of the Department. Such programs as our fire
company ‘‘In-Service Inspections,” our fire prevention
indoctrination of sixth grade pupils in all schools both
public and private, and our continued activity in the
field of radio and television whereby we continuously
expound on the means of preventing fires, comprised
an important part of these activities.

We have made a studied attack on collecting all the
money due the City of Boston on permits and licenses.
All licenses were paid up and, out of the 101,000 per-
mits sent out last year, all but 2,000 have been collected.
This does not necessarily mean that there are 2,000
that haven’t paid. It may be that some of these have
moved or otherwise made a permit unnecessary and
didn’t bother to answer.

Port of Boston: This Committee has functioned effi-
ciently during the past year, and it is satisfying to
report that we have had no major fire at any pier or
wharf facility during the past two years other than
Pier 2 in South Boston. It was old, obsolete, and a
fire breeder which was scheduled to be razed, but the
fire intervened. Daily inspections are made by the
Fire Department, and the United States Coast Guard
of all facilities. The filling of import automobile gaso-
line tanks from other than approved tank trucks, port-
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able filling tanks or underground storage tanks has
been prohibited. It is felt by so doing we have elimi-
nated a serious life hazard as well as a serious potential
for a major pier fire. Fire Prevention and Fire Protec-
tion recommendations, which were made a condition of
the State Warehousemen’s License, were drawn up for
the grain elevator at the Hoosac Docks in Charlestown,
which has increased its import approximately 600 per
cent during the past two years, and, as a result, in-
creased its fire and explosion hazards.

Portable fire extinguishers on all pier facilities are
now recharged only under the immediate supervision
of the Fire Department Pier inspectors, arrangements
being made beforehand in all cases.

The Training School at Moon Island has been com-
pleted insofar as the building is concerned, but it is
necessary for the surrounding territory to be graded
and the outside appliances to be installed. As soon as
the weather opens, we expect to have this finished.

The firchouse at Neponset avenue and the one at
Gallivan Boulevard have been completed making pos-
sible the deactivation of two (2) engine companies.

We have seen a reduction in accidents during my
administration in the department, and I am -calling
attention to the number of accidents over that period
of time:

1953 . . . 133 1956 . . . 104
1954 . . . 117 1957 . . . 90
1955 . . . 108 1958 . . . 90

We have continued the Fire College for officers in
the department this year and have made it available
to officers in other fire departments.

“Fire Prevention Week’ was actively pursued in co-
operation with the Chamber of Commerce, and we
succeeded in obtaining third place in the ‘“Fire Pre-
vention Week” contest arranged by the National Fire
Protection Association.

FIRE DEPARTMENT 5

Public Relations: We have actively pursued the public
relations angle in our work and have established com-
plete liaison with newspapers, radio, and television
stations. WBZ-TV and all radio stations carried our
fire prevention messages as well as the daily report on
fires and false alarms.

We have collaborated with the Red Cross, the Heart
Fund, the Jimmy Fund, ete., and that has brought good
public relations to this department.

Our Junior Fire Department is, of course, an active
part of our public relations inasmuch as we reach the
parents through teaching the children in the sixth grade
good fire prevention. This is a well-established pro-
gram and, as the years go by, more and more fire
prevention knowledge will be gained by the children as
they reach manhood and womanhood.

In addition to that, the Fire Prevention Division
gives talks to hospitals, colleges, rest homes, and other
public gatherings throughout the city.

Many points of our program are carried in special
articles in the newspapers.

The cooperation on the part of all media of publicity
with this department is very good.

During “Fire Prevention Week,” we had live broad-
casts as well as many messages over and above the
usual coverage by all stations.

The Boston Chamber of Commerce arranged a
“Kick-Off Dinner” at which the Boston Fire officials
were guests, and a gathering of about 300 were present
at this dinner which started the activities off in fine
fashion.

We had an essay contest in the Boston schools and
many prizes were awarded, such as a trip for 2 boys (the
top winners) with the Boston Celtics on their Western
Road Trip. Many bicycles were awarded to boys and
girls along with radios and Hi-Fi record players.

We feel that the children have been made aware of
the necessity of fire prevention by making them eager







