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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1965.

Boston, February 1, 1966,

Hon. Jorn F. Coruins,
Mayor of Boston.
DEAR SIr:
I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the
activities of the Boston Fire Department for the year
ending December 31, 1965.

Respectfully submitted,

Tromas J. GRIFFIN,
Fire Commissioner.



HISTORY

FIRE COMMISSIONERS

*1874-1876. Alfred P. Rockwell.
1877-1879. David Chamberlain.
1879-1883. John E. Fitzgerald.
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley.
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald.
1886-1805. Robert G. Fitch.
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell.

1905. Patrick J. Kennedy.
(Acting February 17—MarcK 20.)
1905-1908, Benjamin W, Wells.
1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker.
1910. Francis M. Carroll.
(Acting May 27—September 16.)
1910-1912. Charles C. Daly.
1912-1914. Charles H. Cole.
1014-1919. John Grady.
1919-1921. John R. Murphy.
1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning.
(Acting Nov. 8, 1921—April 1, 1922.),
1922, William J. Casey.
(Acting April 1—August 24.)
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn.
1926. Thomas F. Sullivan.
(Acting January 26—July 6.)
1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman.
1930-1933. Edward F. MecLaughlin.
1933-1934. Eugene M. McSweeney.
(October 16, 1933—January 5, 1934.)|
1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin,
1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly.
1945-1946. John 1. Fitzgerald.
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.)
1946-1950. Russell S. Codman, Jr.
1950-1953. Michael T. Kelleher.
1953-1954. John F. Cotter.
1954-1959. Francis X. Cotter.
1959. Timothy J. O’Connor.
(March 2—December 31.)
1960-1961. Henry A. Scagnoli.
1961~ Thomas J. Griffin.

(From July 13, 1961.)

CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT
1826-1828. Samuel D. Harris.
1829-1835. Thomas C. Amory.
1836-1853. William Barnicoat.
1854-1855. Elisha Smith, Jr.
1856-1865. George W. Bird.
1866-1874. John 8. Damrell.
1874-1884. William A. Green.
1884-1901. Louis P. Webber.
1901-1906. William T. Cheswell.
1906-1914. John A. Mullen.
1914. John Grady. (1 day.)
1914-1919. Peter F. McDonough.
1019-1922. Peter E. Walsh.
1922-1924. John O, Taber,
1925-1930. Daniel F, Sennott.
1930-1936. Henry A, Fox.
1936-19046. Samuel J. Pope,
1946-1948. Napeen Boutilier,
1948-1950. John F, McDonough,
1950-1956. John V, Stapleton,

1956. Edward N. Montgomery.
(June 6—September 5.)
1956-1960. Leo C. Driscoll.
1960-1963. John A, Martin,

1963 William A. Terrenzi.
(From November 13, 1963.)

*Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer.
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SPECIAL COMMENTS
1. Fires
During the year 1965 there were 2,152 fires in buildings.
This is a slight increase over the number of building fires
which occurred during 1964.

2. Fire Prevention

During the year 1965 the department was awarded a
plaque by the National Fire Protection Association for
placing first in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
third among cities of five hundred thousand in the
United States, and fifth among all cities in the nation in a
National Fire Prevention Contest.

On July 1, 1965, all space heaters, flue connected or
otherwise, utilizing kerosene for fuel, were outlawed by
legislation which was originally introduced into the
General Court of the Commonwealth by the Fire Com-
missioner and the Mayor of Boston. Fire Department
personnel are ever on the alert to note the use of this type
of illegal heating equipment and to arrange for its
elimination.

In-service-inspections were carried out on a daily basis,
weather permitting, from April 1 to October 30. Each
ﬁre‘company in the city assumed the responsibility for its
assigned area and made every attempt to eliminate all
hazs:rdo'us conditions. During the year, 53,849 in-
service-inspections were made by the fire fighting force.

. The follo'\\:ing legislation proposed by this department
18 now awaiting action in the General Court of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts:

a. Tpe licensing of hotel watchmen by the Boston
Fire Department to permit determination of the
competence and reliability of persons in this
occupation.

b. T_he requirement that hotel fire alarm systems be
directly connected to the city fire alarm system be
made law in order to prevent delay in transmitting
an alarm of fire to the Fire Department.

¢ A proposal to eliminate dead-end corridors in
hotels where persons may be trapped during a fire.
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d. An Act requiring that a written report be furnished
to the Fire Department in all instances where
sprinklers are to be shut off, or have been shut off.

The experimental test program which has been in
progress in the Fire Prevention Division for several years
was continued and expanded in scope during the year.
This program has been responsible, in part, for the de-
velopment of several materials with outstanding flame-
retardant properties which are now in use in the City of
Boston and which are available for use in other cities and
towns which insist on the use of such materials in places
of public assembly and similar occupancy. Flame-
retardant artificial flowers, self-extinguishing waste paper
basket liners, and permanent flame-retardant bedding
materials have been produced by cooperative activities
in this program.

3. Fire Stations

On May 3, 1965, a new fire station at 200 Cambridge
Street, Boston, was occupied by Engine Co. 4—Ladder
Co. 24, and the District Chief of District 3. The new
station replaces the old Bowdoin Square fire station
which was razed in 1963 to make way for a new state
office building for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
The new fire station will provide quick response to
alarms in the Beacon Hill, West End, and Government
Center sections of the city.

The program of remodeling some of our older fire sta-
tions, which began in 1962, has been continued and dur-
ing 1965 contracts were awarded for making major
alterations and repairs to the following fire stations:

Engine 7, Ladder 17—7 Parish Street, Meeting
House Hill, Dorchester.

Engine Squad 29, Ladder 11—138 Chestnut Hill
Avenue, Brighton.

When alterations have been completed, better and
safer living conditions will be available to the fire fight-
ers quartered therein.
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4. Training Division

Thirty-four new fire fighters were appointed to the
department during the month of October, 1965, and
were given seven weeks of intensive drilling and training
in basic procedures at fires, including engine and ladder
company operations, use of special equipment, first aid,
rescue work, and the handling of radioactive materials.

Drill School efficiency rating reports compiled by the
drillmaster, and monthly comprehensive reports for-
warded by the company commander to the Training
Division indicate the progress of each probationer and
this information becomes part of his permanent record
in the department.

5. Boston Fire Department Medal for Valor

In General Orders No. 14, on April 21, 1965, the Fire
Commissioner announced the establishment of the Bos-
ton Fire Department Medal for Valor to be awarded
posthumously to members of the fire fighting force of the
department who are killed, or who die from injuries re-
ceived in the performance of their duties.

The medal depicts, on the front side, the Angel of
Death guiding the Fire Fighter to his reward in heaven.
On the reverse side, surrounded by a wreath, will be
engraved the member’s name, date of appointment to the
department, his last assignment, the number of the box,
and the date of the incident resulting in the member’s
death.

An engrossed parchment is to be awarded with the
medal and gives information on the manner in which the
Fire Fighter met his death. At the bottom of the
parchment, the following impressive inseription from the
pen of the late Henry Gillen, a prominent Boston news-
paperman, will appear:

“All honor unto gallantry
In reverence we pay
That others might have days to be
He gave his life away
Now glory shall enshrine his name
And time his deeds defy
Since humble men who sought no fame
Have taught us how to die.”
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During the year 1965 the medal was awarded to the
following-named members of the department who met
death under a falling wall during a fire at Box 1671 on
Thursday, October 1, 1964

Fire Lieutenant John J. McCorkle, Engine Co. 24
Fire Lieutenant John J. Geswell, Ladder Co. 26
Fire Fighter Robert J. Clougherty, Engine Co. 3
Fire Fighter Francis L. Murphy, Engine Co. 24
Fire Fighter James B. Sheedy, Ladder Co. 4

The department is greatly indebted to Fire Fighter
Robert G. Brady of Ladder Co. 4, Fire Fighter Harold A.
Carle of Ladder Co. 30, and Murray Young, a friend of
the department, for giving unstintingly of their time,
effort, and artistic talent in the design and execution of
the “Medal and Citation of Valor.”

6. Alarms
The department responded to 30,406 alarms during
the year, 166 of which were multiple alarms.

7. Hydrant Inspections

In cooperation with the Water Division of the Public
Works Department we have placed in effect a program
of hydrant inspection in all areas of the city to insure
dependability. As a result of the inspection and subse-
quent hydrant repairs where required, failure of opera-
tion has been reduced to a minimum.

8. Fire Chiefs’ Convention

A convention committee, a non-profit entity, known
as the Fire Chiefs Conference, Inc., was formed and
chartered in 1964 to make preparations for the 93rd
Annual Convention of the International Association of
Fire Chiefs to be held in Boston from August 22 to
August 25, 1966. This group has labored diligently all
during the year 1965, under the guidance of the Fire
Commissioner and the Chief of Department, to organize
the many different committees required to conduct the
convention and to establish a working liaison with the
general management of the International Association
of Fire Chiefs.

In Memorium
Deaths of Active Members During 1965

January 5

Wavrrer D. Kripp
Fire Fighter, Ladder 22

January 22

Jorn C. MURPHY
Fire Fighter, Ladder 14

March 12

WirLiam J. KeLLy
Fire Captain, Headquarters

April 13
Epwarp T. ScANLAN
Fire Lieutenant, Ladder 7

May 12
Leonarp B. JoENsSON
Fire Fighter, Headquarters

June 6

DanieL J. BAGLEY
Fire Fighter, Engine 17

June 26

JonN J. Swan
Fire Captain, Ladder 16




In Memoriam
Deaths of Active Members During 1965

July 30
Wirtiam J. CAREY
Fire Fighter, Ladder 30

August 2
Joserr M. HAYES
Fire Fighteér, Ladder 10

August 14
Donarp C. MARR
Fire Fighter, Engine Squad 29

September 23

James C. WiLson
Fire Captain, Engine 48

December 3

RoBERT P. BELTRAMINI
District Fire Chief, Special Service Unit

PERSONNEL







