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REPORT.

Office of the Board of Fire Commissioners,

City Hall, Boston, June, 1874.

To His Honor the Mayor and City Council: —
Gentlemen,— In compliance with the requirements of

the ordinance approved Oct. 24th, 1873, the Board of Fire

Commissioners beg to submit herewith their first annual

report of the condition of the department on the 30th of

April, 1874.

The ordinance "to establish a Fire Department," approved

Oct. 24th, 1873, provides that "the Fire Department of the

City of Boston shall consist of a Board of three Fire Com-

missioners, a Chief Engineer, a Superintendent of Fire

Alarms, ten Assistant Engineers, and other officers, engine-

men, telegraph operators and other members, to the number

of five hundred and fifty men."

This was amended April 1st, 1874, so as to read "thirteen

Assistant Engineers and seven hundred men," in order to

provide for the protection of the City of Charlestown, and

towns of West Roxbury and Brighton, annexed.

The Board organized and entered upon their duties Nov.

20th, 1873.

A part of the task imposed upon the Board was to

reorganize the department, and establish a system, which,

with due regard to expenditure, would secure the greatest

efficiency attainable with the force authorized. At the same

time it was important that, in the changes which it might be

necessary to make, nothing should be done to diminish the

efficiency of the force then existing.
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The reorganization of a Fire Department is always, for

obvious reasons, a matter of considerable difficulty. The

machinery must never stop, no matter what changes are to

be made. The city had suffered severely by the recent dis-

astrous fires, and the Board was deeply impressed with the

necessity that there should be no precipitate or ill-considered

action on their part, which might tend, even for a short pe-

riod, to diminish the security of the city at a season of the

year when large fires are most likely to occur. The annexa-

tion of Charlestown, West Roxbury and Brighton, so soon

after the organization of the Board, complicated the problem

and materially increased their labors. It should also be

borne in mind that the authorized expenditures for the Fire

Department had already exceeded the appropriation originally

made; aud it might fairly be required of the Board, that,

when asking for additional appropriation to carry them

through the year, as well as when submitting their esti-

mates for the ensuing year, they should be prepared with a

well-digested plan of organization. To prepare intelligently

such a plan, time was needed, and the Board feel that in this

respect there has been no more delay than circumstances

rendered necessary.

The conduct of the greater portion of the members of the

old organization deserves to be highly commended. Few
men are ready to admit the value of changes which abridge

any former privilege, or in any way seem to press hardly

upon them ; but it is due to the department to say, that, with

comparatively few exceptions, they have shown a disposition

to comply cheerfully with such rules and regulations as have

been deemed by the Board essential to the efficiency of the

force, and have manifested a spirit which speaks well for

their general character.

OLD ORGANIZATION.

The organization of the Fire Department when the Board

was created was as follows :—
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Whole number of men belonging to the department, 515

Namely : — 1 Chief Engineer ; 14 Assistant Engineers ; 1

Secretary Board of Engineers ; 2 Clerks ; 42 Foremen of

companies ; 25 Engineers of engines ; 55 Drivers ; 25 Fire-

men ; 272Hosemen; 120 Hook and Laclclermen ; 1 Captain

of Fire Boat, 1 Mate, 1 Steward, 1 Engineer, 1 Foreman, 1

Deck-hand; 16 Insurance Brigade. .

No. of men constantly employed, 153

" " doing duty only in case of fire, 369

The Fire Alarm Department, which by the Ordinance be-

came merged with the Fire Department, then consisted of

1 Superintendent, constantly employed.

4 Operators, " "

4 Repairers, " "

1 General Assistant, " "

NEW ORGANIZATION.

The system adopted by the Board contemplates the em-
ployment of a larger number of permanent officers and men,

whose whole time shall be devoted to fire duty. The officers

will be held to a strict l'esponsibility for the companies or

men placed under their immediate command. The men
will be disciplined and drilled in such way as to secure the

greatest efficiency practicable. And all who have public

property in charge will be held to a personal accountability

for its proper care aud preservation.

In all this the Board claim no special originality. These

are the simple principles which experience has shown must

govern all oi-ganizations of men, whose operations are to be

directed effectively for a definite purpose. Responsibility on

the part of the officers and obedience on the part of the men
are essential. These qualities are just as important in
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operations at fires as in military affairs. The habit of

prompt obedience is essential to concert of action, and

must be formed by discipline and drill. The devotion to

duty which it is presumed will continue to characterize the

members of this department furnishes the best possible

foundation to build upon.

There is no question that a force, all of whose members are

constantly employed, is capable of being made more efficient

than any body of call members, but it is not thought expe-

dient to extend over the whole city a system which is more

especially adapted for the business centre. The varied char-

acter of the territory now included within the limits of the

city demands an organization which will measurably supply

the needs of each without entailing disproportionate expen-

diture.

Within the city proper, therefore, all the companies will

be put upon this permanent basis, but in all other districts

the existing system of call companies, slightly modified, will

for the present be maintained. With this view, the follow-

ing organization has been adopted :
—

The companies are divided into two classes :
—

1st. Permanent Companies, all the officers and members

of which are constantly employed.

2d. Call Companies, a greater or less number of the mem-
bers of which are called out by the public alarm, and do duty

only at fires.

1 Chief Engineer, permanently employed.

11 Assistant Engineers, " "

2 " " doing duty only at fires.
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permanent companies.

ENGINE.

1 Foreman, permanently employed.

1 Assistant Foreman, " "

1 Engineman, " "

1 Assistant Engineman, " "

8 Hosemen, " "

HOOK AND LADDER.

1 Foreman, permanently employed.

1 Assistant Foreman, " "

12 Laddermen, " "

CHEMICAL ENGINE.

1 Driver,' permanently employed.

1 Chemical Engineman, " "

1 Hoseman, " "

FIRE BOAT.

1 Captain, 1 Mate,

1 Engineman, 1 Assistant Engineman.

1 Steward, 1 Stoker,

1 Deck Hand.

CALL COMPANIES.

ENGINE.

1 Engineman, permanently employed.

1 Assistant Engineman, " "

1 Driver of Engine, " "

1 Foreman, doing duty only at fires,

7 Hosemen, " "

In companies which have separate horse hose-carriages,

the foreman is permanently employed, and drives the hose-

carriage.
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HOOK AND LADDER.

1 Driver, permanently employed.

1 Foreman, doing duty only at fires.

1 Assistant Foreman, " "

17 Laddermen, " "

At the present date, Engine Cos. Nos. 4, 6, 7, 8 and 25,

Hook and Ladder Co. Nol. 8, and Chemical Engine Co. No.

1, have been reorganized as permanent companies.

Engine Cos. Nos. 3, 10 and 23, Hook and Ladder Cos.

Nos. 1, 3 and 8, and Fire Boat, will at once be reorganized

as permanent. The rest of the force will consist of call com-

panies.

The force, when completely reorganized, will consist of 3

Commissioners ; 1 Chief Engineer ; 1 Superintendent Fire

Alarms; 13 Assistant Engineers; 4 Clerks ; 15 Permanent

Foremen ; 10 Assistant Foremen ; 29 Steam Enginemen

;

5 Chemical Enginemen ; 28 Assistant Enginemen ; 142 Per-

manent Hosemen and Laddermen ; 383 Call Hosemen and

Laddermen, and 3 Permanent Hostlers, and 20 Hand

Enginemen ; 1 Captain of Fire Boat ; 1 Mate ; 1 Steward
;

1 Engineman ; 1 Assistant Engineman ; 1 Stoker ; and 1

Deck hand ; 4 Fire-alarm Telegraph Operators, and 5 Re-

pairers ; in all, 675 men.

The actual force, April 30, 1874, is 712 men.

FIRE DISTRICTS.

The city, including the territory recently annexed, has

been divided into Ten Fire Districts, as follows :—
District 1.— Comprises all that part of Boston known as

East Boston.

District 2. — All that part of Boston formerly known as

Charlestown.

District 3. — All that part east of a line beginning at the

Charles River Drawbridge, and running
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through the centre of Charlestown street,

Haymarket square, and Washington to

Summer streets, and north of Summer

street and the N. Y. and N. E. K. R.

Passenger Depot to the Water.

District 4. — All that part west of District 3, and north

of a line running through the centre of

Winter and Park streets, and west of

Beacon to Otter, and North of Otter street

to the water.

District 5. — All that part south of Districts 3 and 4 to

the centre of Dover-street Drawbridge,

and a line running through the centre of

Dover,. Berkeley, Boylston, Arlington,

Beacon, and Otter streets to the water.

District 6. — All that part of Boston known as South

Boston.

District 7. — All that part of Boston south of District 5,

to the centre of Albany-street Draw-

bridge ; thence through the centre of Al-

bany, Northampton streets, Columbus

Avenue and Chester Park to Charles river.

District 8. — All that part souih and west of District 7,

to the boundary line of Ward 17 (for-

merly West Roxbury), and west of Shaw-

mut Avenue, to the Brookline boundary

line, and including all of Ward 19 (for-

merly Brighton).

District 9. — All that part south of Districts 6 and 7, to

Ward 17, and a line running through the

centre of Blue Hill Avenue, Columbia,

Green, Bowdoin, Church and East streets,

and east of District 8 to the water.

District 10. — All the southerly part of Boston, south of

Districts 8 and 9, including Ward 17

(formerly West Roxbury).
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ASSIGNMENT OF DISTRICTS.

Each district has been placed under the charge of an As-

sistant Engineer, as follows :
—

Assistant Engineer Joseph Dunbar, assigned to District 1.

John Bartlett,
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District No. 4.— To first alarms in Nos. 2, 5, and that

part of No. 7 west of Columbus avenue.

To third alarms in No. 7.

District No. 5.— To first alarms in Nos. 3, 4, 6 and 7.

To third alarms in Nos. 1 and 2.

District No. 6. — To first alarms in Nos. 5 and 9, and in

that part of No. 7 east of Washington

street.

To third alarms in No. 3 and all of No. 7.

District No. 7.— To first alarms in Nos. 5, 6, and in Nos.

8 and 9 north of Dudley and Stough-

ton streets.

To second alarms in Nos. 8 and 9, and

parts of Nos. 3 and 4 south of State,

Court and Cambridge streets.

To third alarms in Nos. 3, 4, 8 and 9.

District No. 8.— To first alarms in Nos. 7, 9 and Jamaica

Plain.

To second alarms in No. 10.

To third alarms in Nos. 5 and 6.

District No. 9.— To first alarms in Nos. 7, 8 and Ward 16.

To second alarms in Nos. 6 and 10.

District No. 10.— To first alarms in Nos. 9 and 10.

To second alarms in No. 6, and that part

of No. 8 east of the Providence Rail-

road,

To third alarms in all of No. 8.

No piece of apparatus belonging to the department will be

allowed out of the city without the authority of the Chief or

an Assistant Engineer.

Engines Nos. 4, 9, 25 and 26 are never to be sent out of

the city.

Engine No. 5 is never to cross the Ferry, unless specially

sent for.
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HORSES.

Most of the horses in service are sound and well selected,

but there are quite a number that, in consequence of age and

hard service, are no longer of any use in the department.

Some have already been sold or exchanged, and the others

will be disposed of as soon as those more suitable can be got

to supply their places. The service required of them is ex-

ceptionally severe, and calls for great strength and endurance

as well as speed.

The stable arrangements throughout the department are

generally good, and such as to ensure the best of care and

treatment.

HOUSES.

The houses of the several companies are generally in good

condition. The new houses, now nearly completed, for En-

gine Co. No. 25, Hook and Ladder No. 8, and Hook and

Ladder No. 4, will soon be ready for occupation. No expense

has been spared to make them convenient. The house in

Mason street (formerly the Normal School-house) is now
ready for occupation. It is commodious and well adapted

for an engine house. Engine Co. No. 26 will be organized

upon a permanent basis and placed there in a few days.

The present house of Engine Co. No. 3 is old and too

small for the permanent company which it is proposed to place

there. A location upon Harrison avenue, near Dover street,

has already been recommended as a site for a house for this

company and for Hook and Ladder Co. No. 3.

The Board have also recommended that a new house be

built for Engine Co. No. 22$ upon Dartmouth street, near the

railway crossing. The building upon Parker street, now
occupied by it, is of wood and upon leased land, and the pro-

posed change in location will, it is thought, better protect a

larger part of the Back Bay territory.

The houses of engine companies in Brighton and West

Roxbury Districts are new and good. Those in Charlestowu

are generally in good condition.
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In the opinion of the Board the houses built here-

after for the use of the department should be substantial,

and carefully arranged, with all the conveniences neces-

sary and proper for such use. They should also, in

architecture and taste, be in keeping with the character of

buildings erected at private expense in the same locality, so

far as propriety will allow ; but they should be handsome

engine houses only, and not extravagant and inappropriate

buildings.

HOSE.

Nothing is more essential to the effective working of the

department, in time of danger, than the hose through which

water is conducted to the lire ; and nothing connected with

the department requires more frequent and careful examina-

tion. Promptness in getting to the fire, and apparatus in the

best condition, may be rendered of no avail at the important

moment, by the bursting of a length of hose. The Board

have less confidence in their estimates for the purchase and

care of hose than for anything else which they have have

asked for ; so difficult is it to get what will be wholly reliable

for any length of time. And in making the return of what

is now on hand, they are distrustful as to whether it will

really bear so good a character as they have given it.

The quantity on hand April 1, 1874, was : —
Leather hose, 27,093

Cotton "
m

20,250

Rubber " 26,491

73,834 feet.

Of this, 6,100 feet of leather and 13,200 feet of cotton was

acquired by annexation, and 2,000 feet of rubber was pur-

chased by the Board, the balance being what was in the de

partment at the time of our organization. The quality of the

whole lot we estimate as follows : —
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Good, 33 percent., or

Fair, 40 per cent., or

Not reliable, 27 per cent., or
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It is proper for ns to add, that since the great fire, by the

action of the Cochituate Water Board, the supply of water

has been very considerably increased in the districts requir-

ing a larger supply. The old pipes have been removed, and

others of greater capacity substituted ; and Lowry hydrants

have taken the places of many of the old Boston pattern.

With so large an amount as is charged annually to the Fire

Department for the use of water (in 1873, nearly one-tenth

of the whole water income), the facilities for its delivery in

case of need should, in our judgment, always be liberally

provided by those having the matter in charge.

FIRE-ALARM TELEGRAPH.

The Fire-Alarm Telegraph was made a part of the Fire

Department by the ordinance creating this Board. Previous

to that it had been an independent department, but it is

eminently fitting that the two should be under one head,

since a proper system of telegraphic communication is now

recognized as a necessary adjunct of every well-organized Fire

Department, not only for the purpose of giving fire alarms, but

for the general administration. No change has been made by

the Board in the management of this branch. The wires,

boxes, machines, and other apparatus are in good order, but

can be kept so only by constaut care and inspection.

The system in use in the Charlestown district has been

connected with that of the city proper in so far that the

alarms in that district are received at the City Hall office,

and at the Fire Boat. Considerable expense will be incurred

in making the complete alteration of the systems in Charles-

town and West Eoxbury districts, but the advantages of

having the entire city under one system are so great as to

j ustify the expenditure. The necessary changes will be made

at an early day, and also the wires of the city will be ex-

tended before long to Brighton district, which has hitherto

had no fire alarm.

The wires of the Fire-Alarm Telegraph are available only
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for the purpose of giving alarms, and cannot be used for

sending messages on ordinary business. It is proposed

therefore to establish at once lines for this latter use, con-

necting the head-quarters of each fire district of the city

with the central office of the City Hall.

The Board has adopted what is known as the Dial System,

chiefly for the reason that it renders unnecessary the employ-

ment of skilled operators. A person of ordinary intelligence

can, after a few hours' practice, send and receive messages

without difficulty. A contract has accordingly been made

with Messrs. Johnson & Whittemore for fifteen of their

magneto-telegraph instruments.

FIRE BOAT.

The steamer W. M. Flanders, put into service early in the

year 1873, has proved to be an important auxiliary in the

protection of the city against fire. A large water front,

which, in many cases, could not be reached at all with the

other apparatus, is commanded completely by the Fire Boat,

and the expenditure necessary to maintain her in the service

is not only warranted but demanded by the large amount of

property which would be wholly without protection if no

provision was made to reach it from the water side.

REPAIR SHOP.

The establishment of a repair shop for the department

has been deemed important ; and the sum estimated by the

Board as necessary to start it has been appropriated by the

City Council for this purpose. The waut of such a shop has

been felt for some time past, and the recent considerable

increase in the apparatus has made it even more necessary.

The difficulty of getting repairs done promptly, which has

hitherto been frequently experienced, will be avoided.

Workmen whose whole time is employed upon fire-apparatus

should become more skilled and do better work than can be

secured in any other way. It is believed, also, that by care-
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ful management, there will be a saving to the city in the

matter of expense ; but the shortening of the time which

a piece of apparatus while in the shop is thrown out of ser-

vice may well be a matter of far greater importance. The

enginemen will, as a rule, go with their engines to the

shop, and, by assisting in the repairs, gain that intimate

knowledge of construction which it is important that they

should have.

The only available building, well adapted for this purpose,

is the one at present occupied by Hook and Ladder Com-

pany No. 3, upon Harrison avenue. It is proposed to estab-

lish the shop there, as soon as the new house which has been

recommended for this company is completed.

NEW APPARATUS.

The only new apparatus purchased by the Board are four

Chemical Eugines (Babcock) not yet placed in commission.

There have, besides, been added since the first of Decem-

ber,- . the following, all of which had been previously con-

tracted for :
—

Engine No. 24, from Messrs. Clapp & Jones, now located in

the new house on Warren corner, Quincy

street.

Engine No. 26, from Amoskeag Manufacturing Company,

just received, and to be placed in the

Mason-street house.

Four Horse Hose-Carriages, from the Amoskeag Manufac-

turing Company, run in connection with

Engine Companies Nos. 4, 7, 8 and 10.

One Skinner Ladder-Truck, from Skinner Truck Manufac-

turing Company.

The Chemical Engine (Babcock patent) in use in the de-

partment has on several occasions proved to be very useful.

Carrying about 120 gallons of water, and equipped with 300

2
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feet of hose, so light as to be readily handled by one man, it

can be made available the instant it reaches the fire. Little

value is in practice attached to the eifect of the carbonic acid

gas evolved as a means in itself of extinguishing fire, but as

a convenient reservoir of power which can be made available

at a moment's notice, it serves a very useful purpose, espe-

cially in the early stages of a fire.

In December, a similar engine, made by Chas. T. Hollo-

way, of Baltimore, which had been contracted for before this

Board was appointed, was delivered. It was inspected and

approved, but the city was enjoined from using it by the

New England Fire Extinguisher Co., upon the ground of

infringement of patent. Acting under the advice of the

City Solicitor, the Board agreed to accept it, provided Mr.

Holloway furnished satisfactory bonds to protect the city

from legal proceedings in the event of the injunction being

served. This he failed to do, although the Board delayed

action nearly three months. In March, the Board, feeling

that more of these engines were needed, purchased of the

Babcock Manufacturing Co. four new chemical engines, with

the latest improvements, viz., two first-class, of 150 gallons'

capacity, and two second-class,' of 100 gallons' capacity

each, and turned in the old ones in part payment. They

have recently been received, and will be placed in service at

an early day.

The Skinner Extension Ladder, conditionally ordered be-

fore the appointment of the Board, was not, when delivered,

in all respects satisfactory, and not what the service required.

It was subsequently purchased, however, at a reduced

price, and altered" in order to carry a sufficient number of

ladders, so placed as to be easily removed, and to interfere

in no way with its use as an independent extension ladder.

It cau be extended to ninety feet, and is self-supporting.

The height of modern buildings in cities diminishes very

much the value of ordinary ladders, and a good extension
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self-supporting ladder is recognized as a want not yet satis-

factorily met.

DUTY OP CITIZENS.

The Board are sparing no pains to make the Fire Depart-

ment the sure reliance which they believe it should be within

its proper sphere. At the same time they feel it incumbent

upon them to urge upon all citizens the duty of protecting

themselves so far as is practicable. In many of the larger

and newer buildings of the city " stand-pipes " have been

erected with hose upon every floor coupled on. In most

cases they are so arranged that the hose of an engine can

also be coupled to the stand-pipe at the level of the sidewalk.

In some cases " sprinklers " have been very advantageously

introduced in connection with the stand-pipe. Many of the

larger buildings have steam-engines with their stand-pipes,

and a watchman always on duty. These and other similar

appliances will, it is believed, show their great value should

occasion arise for their use. In the very large majority

of buildings, however, occupied as dwellings or small

shops, such expensive arrangements are out of the ques-

tion ; and yet it is highly important that these should like-

wise be provided with some simple fire apparatus. Few
people realize, unless their attention has been specially

directed to it, how effective even a small quantity ot

water is in putting out a fire, provided only that it is well

applied, and applied directly upon the fire. Nothing can be

simpler than a small hand-pump and a bucket of water, and

yet hardly anything is more effective in the early stages of a

fire. The Board, impressed with the importance of this sim-

ple means of preventing large fires, examined several pumps,

and came to the conclusion that the Johnson Force-pump

answered the conditions better on the whole than any other

offered for their inspection. They have accordingly re-
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quested the co-operation of the Board of Underwriters in a

plan for the general introduction of these pumps. It is

proposed that there shall be a reduction of the pre-

mium of insurance in buildings furnished with a certain

number of these pumps, fire-axe, and buckets (three buckets

to each pump), provided they are located and kept under

such regulations as the Board of Fire Commissioners may

make. The buckets are to be kept always filled with water,

and all to be frequently inspected by the officers of the de-

partment. The small price at which these are furnished

($10 for one pump, three buckets and one axe) brings them

within the reach of every one.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION.

The physical examination which all are required to pass

before being appointed is such as to exclude all who are not

able-bodied. The examination has been faithfully made by

Dr. Samuel A. Green, City Physician.

The thanks of the Board are due for the courtesy shown

by him in this self-imposed duty, not legally required of him.

The points covered by the examination are the follow-

ing :
—

Name— Height— Age— Weight— Birthplace, and Oc-

cupation.

Have you any disease now?

Have you ever had fits ?

Have you ever received an injury on the head?

Have you ever had a fracture or dislocation ?

Have you ever been vaccinated ?

Are you subject to the piles ?

Is your eyesight good ?

Is your hearing good ?
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PATROL.

The members of each company of the permanent force are

required to do patrol duty within the special sub-district

assigned to that particular company. At all hours, day and

night, one man of each company is upon the street, going

over the required beats. His orders are " to notice the con-

dition of all hydrants, reservoirs, fire-alarm boxes and fire-

alarm telegraph wires, and keep a sharp lookout for any

indications of fire, or any neglect or carelessness on the part

of any person which may be the occasion of fire."

In the reappointment of former members, as Avell as in the

appointment of new, the Board have had but one object in

view, that is, to secure the best men fitted for the work.

Preference has naturally been given to old members, pro-

vided their age, character and ability were satisfactory. In

all cases, special pains have been taken to select men of

good habits and moral character. All are required to

undergo a surgical examination, and those only who are sound,

physically, and capable of enduring the exposures to which

their duty subjects them, are accepted. The limit of age

in all new appointments has been fixed at forty, except in

the case of officers and skilled men, such as enginemeu.

The expectation is held out that they will retain their

positions during good behavior, and that fitness and faith-

fulness in the discharge of their duty are the surest recom-

mendations for promotion.

The obstacles to a complete reorganization of the Depart-

ment seem now to be removed, and the Board hope in a

short time to accomplish the work, and to show as the result

good discipline, efficiency, and in all respects a progressive

and improving Fire Department.

ALFRED P. ROCKWELL,
TIMOTHY T. SAWYER,
DAVID CHAMBERLIN,

Fire Commissioners.



BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS.

One member is appointed annually in April, for a term of

three years from the first Monday in May following. The

nomination is made by the Mayor, subject to confirmation by

the City Council.

Timothy T. Sawyer, for three yeai's.

Alfred P. Rockwell, Chairman, for two years.

David Chamberlin, for one year.

Salary, $4,000 each.

Frederick W. Smith, Jr., Cleric. Appointed by the Fire

Commissioners.

ENGINEERS.

CHIEF ENGINEER.

"William A. Green, 8 Montgomery place.

ASSISTANT ENGINEERS.

Joseph Dunbar, George Brown,

John Bartlett, George C. Fernald,

Wm. H. Cunningham, John Colligan,

Samuel Abbott, Jr., James Monroe,

John W. Regan, J. Foster Hewins,

Brown S. Flanders, Inspector and Aid to the Chief.

[Two vacancies.]

CLERKS.

Henry W. Lougley, Secretary. [Appointed by the Board

of Engineers.]

Chas. R. Classen, B. F. Underhill, Jr.
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PAT-EOLL OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

AS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD.

Chief Engineer,

Supt. of Fire Alarms,

Assistant Engineers,

call,

£3,300 per annum,

2,500

1,600

300

PERMANENT FORCE.

Foreman,
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STEAM FIEE ENGINES.
STEAM FIEE ENGINE No. 1.

Souse Dorchester, near Fourth street, South Boston.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, Manchester, N. H. It is a double-reciprocating

vertical engine, 7|-inck diameter cylinders, 8-inch stroke,

pumps 4| inches in diameter and 8-inch stroke ; at a fair

working speed it will discharge 650 gallons per minute.

The weight of this engine, as drawn to fires, is 8,600

pounds.

Put into service September 17, 1872.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 2.

House Fourth street, between K and L, South Boston.

This engine was built by Huuneman & Co., of Boston,

Mass. It is a double-reciprocating vertical engine, 7-inch

steam cylinder, 8-inch stroke, 4|-inch pumps, so constructed

as to work double
t
or single ; at a fair working speed will

throw 500 gallons of water per minute.

Put into service August 7, 1872.

The weight of the engine, as drawn to fires, is 9,200

pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 3.

House on Washington Street, near Dover.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, at Manchester, N. H. It is a double-recipro-

cating vertical engine, 7J-inch diameter cylinders, 8-inch

stroke, pumps 4| inches in diameter, and 8-inch stroke

;

will throw 500 gallons of water per minute. It has 4|-

square feet grate-surface, 219 squai'e feet heating-surface.

The weight of this engine, with the hose-carriage and 500

feet of 2|-inch hose, as drawn to fires, is 8,100 pounds.

Put into service July 1, 1867.

This company was organized December 1, 1859.
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STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 4.

Engine located on Bulfinch street.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, at Manchester, N. H. It is a double-recipro-

cating vertical engine, 7|-inch diameter cylinders, 8-inch

stroke, pumps 4| inches in diameter and 8-inch stroke ; will

throw 500 gallons of water per minute. It has 4§ square

feet grate-surface, 219 square feet heating-surface.

The weight of this engine, with the hose-carriage and 500

feet of hose, as drawn to fires, is 8,510 pounds.

Put into service November 7, 1867.

STEAM FIEE ENGINE No. 5.

House on Marion street, East Boston.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, at Manchester, N. H. It is a double-recipro-

cating vertical engine, 7|-inch diameter cylinders, 8-inch

stroke ; pumps 4| inches in diameter and 8-inch stroke

;

will throw 500 gallons of water per minute. It has 4|
square feet grate-surface, 219 square feet heating-surface.

Put into service December 24, 1867.

The weight of this engine, with the hose-carriage and 500

feet of hose, as drawn to fires, is 8,650 pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 6.

House on Wall street.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, of Manchester, N. H. It has two steam cylinders,

8 inches in diameter, and 12-inch stroke ; and two double-

acting vertical plunger-pumps, A\ inches in diameter, both

working in the same air-chamber. At a fair working speed

it will discharge 600 gallons of water per minute.

Put into service December 19, 1864.

The weight of this engine, with the hose-carriage and 300
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feet of 2|-inch leading hose, as drawn to fires, is 10,045

pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 7.

House on East street.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, Manchester, N. H. It is a double-recipro-

cating vertical engine, 71-inch diameter cylinders, 8-inch

stroke ; pumps, 4|-inch in diameter and 8-inch stroke

;

will throw 500 gallons of water per minute ; it has 4§ square

feet grate-surface, and 219 square feet heating-snrface.

The weight of this engine, with the hose-carriage and 450

feet of hose, as drawn to fires, is 8,970 pounds.

Put into service September 25, 1870.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 8.

House on Salem street.

This engine was built by Messrs. Jucket & Freeman,

Hampden street, Boston, Mass. Put into service April 26,

1869.

It is a double-reciprocating vertical engine, 7-inch steam

cylinders, 8-inch stroke, with 4|-inch pumps, so constructed

as to work double or single.

The weight of the engine, as drawn to fires, is 7,200

pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 9.

House on Paris street, East Boston.

This engine was built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., of

this city. It is a double-reciprocating vertical engine, 71-

inch steam cylinder, 8-inch stroke, with 4|~inch pumps, so

constructed as to work double or single.

Put into service Oct. 14th, 1872. The weight of this en-

gine, as drawn to fires, is 9,300 pounds.
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STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 10.

House on Mi. Vernon, corner River street.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, Manchester, N. H. It is a double-reciprocating

vertical engine, 1\ -inch diameter cylinders, 8-inch stroke,

pumps 4|'inches in diameter, and 8-inch stroke ; will throw

400 gallons of water per minute. It has 4|- square feet grate-

surface, 219 square feet heating-surface. The weight of this

engine,with the hose-carriage and 400 feet of hose, a*s drawn

to fires, is 8,610 pounds. Put into service February 1st,

1870. This engine is one of the new pattern, with a crane-

neck frame, so that the engine can be turned round within

its length.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 11.

. House on Sumner street, East Boston.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, at Manchester, N. H. It has one steam cylinder

8 inches in diameter, and one double-acting vertical plunger-

pump, of 4| inches in diameter, and 12-inch stroke ; capac-

ity, 400 gallons of water per minute. Put into service Feb-

ruary 15, 1867.

The weight of this engine, as drawn to fires, is 8,500

pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 12.

House corner of Winslow and Dudley streets, Boxbury District.

This engine was built by L. Button, Waterford, Saratoga

County, N. Y. Put into service September 9, 1864. It is

a reciprocating engine, steam cylinder 11^ inches in diame-

ter, 6|-inch pump, and 9-inch stroke.

At a fair working speed it will discharge 600 gallons of

water per minute. The weight of this engine, as drawn to

fires, is 6,800 pounds.
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STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 13.

House on Cabot street, Roxbury District.

This engine was built by Messrs. Jucket & Freeman of this

city. Put into service April, 1870. It is a double-recipro-

cating vertical engine, 7^-iuch steam cylinders, 8-inch stroke,

with 4|-inch pumps, so constructed as to work double or

single.

The weight of the engine, as drawn to fires, is 7,500

pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 14.

House on Centre street, Roxbury District.

This engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, Manchester, N. H. It is a double-reciprocating

vertical engine, 7^-inch diameter cylinders, 8-inch stroke

;

pumps 4| inches in diameter, and 8-inch stroke ; will throw

500 gallons of water per minute ; it has 4| square feet grate-

surface, and 219 square feet heating-surface. The weight of

this engine, as drawn to fires, is 7,525 pounds.

Put into service September 17, 1870.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 15.

House corner Dorchester avenue and Broadway Extension.

This engine was built by the Amokseag Manufacturing

Company, at Manchester, N. H. It is a double-reciprocat-

ing vertical engine, 7|-inch diameter cylinders, 8-iuch stroke ;

pumps 4| inches in diameter, and 8-inch stroke; will- throw

500 gallons of water per minute. It has 4| square feet

grate-surface, 219 square feet heating-surface.

The weight of this engine, with the hose-carriage and 500

feet of hose, as drawn to fires, is 8,500 pounds. Put into

siervice December, 1869.
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STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 16..

House on Temple street, Ward 16.

This engine was built by William Jeffers, Pavvtucket, R. I.

It has one steam cylinder 9 inches in diameter, and one

double-acting vertical plunger-pump 5^ inches in diameter

and 7Jr-inch stroke. At a fair working speed it will dis-

charge 450 gallons of water per minute.

Put into service October 20, 1869.

The weight of apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 7,100

pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 17.

House on Meeting-house Hill, Ward 16.

This engine was built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., of this

city. It is a double-reciprocating vertical engine, 7-inch

steam cylinder, 8-inch stroke, with 4^-inch pumps, so con-

structed as to work double or single ; will discharge 600

gallons of water per minute.

Put into service March, 1866. The weight of the engine,

as drawn to fires, is 8,350 pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 18.

House on Harvard street, Ward 16.

This engine was built by William Jeffers, Pawtucket, R. I.

It has one steam cylinder 6 inches in diameter, one double-

acting plunger-pump 5^ inches in diameter, and 7|-inch

stroke. At a fair working speed it will discharge 300 gallons

of water per minute.

Put into service January, 1870. The weight of this en-

gine, including the hose-carriage with 350 feet of hose, as

drawn to fires, is 7,347 pounds.
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• STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 19.

House on Norfolk street, Dorchester District.

This engine was built by William Jeffers, Pawtucket, R. I.

It has one steam cylinder 9 inches in diameter, and one

double-acting vertical plunger-pump h\ inches in diameter,

and 7|-inch stroke. At a fair working speed it will dis-

charge 300 gallons of water per minute.

Put into service January 1st, 1870. The weight of this

engine and hose-carriage and 350 feet of hose, as drawn to

fires, is 7,500 pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 20.

House on Walnut street, Ward 16.

This engine was built by William Jeffers, Pawtucket, R. I.

It has one steam cylinder 9 inches in diameter, and one

double-acting vertical plunger-pump of 5\ inches in diameter,

and 7|-inch stroke. At a fair working speed her builder

claims that she can discharge 400 gallons of water per

minute.

Put into service January, 1870. The weight of this en-

gine, as drawn to fires, is 7,450 pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 21.

House on Boston street, Ward 16.

This engine was built by William Jeffers, Pawtucket, R.

I. It has one steam cylinder 9 inches in diameter, and one

vertical double-acting plunger-pump h\ inches in diameter,

and 7|-inch stroke. At a fair working speed she will dis-

charge 400 gallons of water per minute. Put into service

December 27, 1869. The weight of apparatus, as drawn to

fires, is 6,950 pounds.
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STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 22.

House on Parker street, Highlands.

Built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company, Manches-

ter, N. H.

"Weight, 5,250 pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 23.

House on Northampton street.

Built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., Boston, Mass.

Weight, 9,300 pounds.

STEAM FIRE. ENGINE No. 24.

House corner Warren and Quincy streets, Highlands.

Built by Messrs. Clapp & Jones, Hudson, N. Y. Weight,

7,000 pounds.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE No. 25.

House on Washington square.

Built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., Boston, Mass. Weight,

7,300 pounds.

The weight, as given above, is as the engines are drawn to

fires, including hose carriages, and three members of the

company permanently employed.

HOSE CARRIAGES.

HOSE CARRIAGE No. 2.

House on Hudson, between Harvard and Oak Streets.

This carriage was built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., of

this city. Its weight, as drawn to fires, is 3,080 pounds.

Put into service September 17, 1870.
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HOSE CAREIAGE No. 3.

House on North Grove street.

This carriage was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, at Manchester, N. H. ; the weight of which, in-

cluding the driver and 1,000 feet of leading hose, is 3,175

pounds.

Put into service July 4, 1868.

HOSE CARRIAGE No. 5.

House on Shawmut avenue, near Canton street.

This carriage was built by Mr. L. B. Button, of Water-

ford, N. Y.

Put into service September 17, 1870. The weight of this

apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 2,850 pounds.

HOSE CARRIAGE No. 6.

House 391 Chelsea street, East Boston.

This carriage was built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., Bos-

ton; the weight of which, with the driver and 800 feet of

2^-inch hose, is 2,400 pounds.

Put into service September 1, 1860.

HOSE CARRIAGE No. 7.

House on Tremont street, Roxbury District.

This carriage was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, at Manchester, N. H. The weight of the carriage,

as drawn to fires, with 800 feet of 2^-inch hose and the driver,

is 2,830 pounds.

Put into service July 4, 1868.
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HOSE CARRIAGE No. 8.

House on Church street, between Fayette and Melrose streets.

This carriage was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, Manchester, N. H., the weight of which, as drawn

to fires, with 800 feet of 2|-inch hose, is 3,120 pounds.

Put into service September 17, 1870.

HOSE CARRIAGE No. 9.

House B street, South Boston.

This carriage was built by Messrs. Brigham, Mitchell &
Co., of this city. The weight of this carriage,- as drawn to

fires, with 500 feet of 2|-inch hose, and the driver, is 2,120

pounds.

Put into service November 1, 1860.

HOSE CARRIAGE No. 10.

House on Dorchester street, Washington Village, South Boston.

This carriage was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing

Company, of Manchester, N. H.

Put into service March 1, 1868. The weight of this car-

riage, as drawn to fires, with 1,000 feet of 2|-inch hose and

the driver, is 2,500 pounds.

HOSE CARRIAGE No. 12.

House corner Fourth and O streets, South Boston.

Built by Wm. Gilchrist.

Weight, as drawn to fires, 2,800 pounds.

Put into service June 17, 1873.

5
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HOOK AND LADDER COMPANIES.

HOOK AND LADDER No. 1.

House on Warren square.

This carriage was built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., of

this city, and is constructed to carry 18 ladders of various

lengths, 4 axes, 4 rakes, 6 guy ropes, 2 lanterns, 2 fire-hooks

and ropes, 1 crow-bar, 2 pick-axes, 4 shovels, 1 top maul,

1 sledge-hammer, 2 dog hammers and belts, 10 dogs, 6 bolts

and keys, 1 monkey wrench, 1 reservoir wrench, 1 butt

ladder, 1 long-handle rake, 4 hay-forks, 6 crotch-poles, and

3 brooms.

The weight of this apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 7,085

pounds. The butt and tip ladders are so arranged as to be

handily spliced, thus making perfect ladders, from 63 to 65

feet in length.

Put into service December 20, 1869.

HOOK AND LADDER No. 2.

House on Sumner, corner Orleans street, East Boston.

This carriage was originally built by William Hunt, of

East Boston, but has been materially altered since it was first

constructed.

The number of ladders carried is 18.

There are also carried on the carriage, 2 hooks, 4 axes,

4 rakes, 2 crow-bars, 4 guy-lines, 9 dogs for fastening lad-

ders, 1 bucket, and 10 straps.

The but and tip ladders are so arranged as to be handily

spliced, thus making perfect ladders, from '57 to 60 feet in

length.

The weight of this apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 5,500

pounds.
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HOOK AND LADDER No. 3.

House on Harrison avenue, corner Wareham street.

This carriage was built by George Bruce & Co., and

rebuilt in 1870, by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., of this city,

and is constructed to carry 20 ladders, 2 fire-hooks, 9 crotch-

poles, 5 axes, 4 rakes, 6 guy-ropes, with the necessary

wrenches, hammers and dogs ; 3 lanterns, 2 fire-buckets,

and 1 hand force-pump. Besides the above, there are 3

butt-ladders of 20, 22 and 25 feet, which, when connected

with the tip-ladders, may be raised from 55 to 65 feet.

The weight of this apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 7,170

pounds.

Put into service June 1, 1860.

HOOK AND LADDER No. 4.

House on Eustis street, Roxbury District.

This carriage was built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., of

this city. The number of ladders carried is 16 ; there are

also carried on the carriage 2 fire-hooks, 4 crotch-poles,

4 axes, 5 rakes, 6 guy-ropes, 5 hay-forks, 3 lanterns, 3

shovels, wrenches, hammers and dogs complete.

The weight of this apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 5,500

pounds.

HOOK AND LADDER No. 5.

House on Fourth street, near Dorchester street, South Boston.

This carriage was built by Messrs. Hunneman & Co., of

this city.

Put into service March 3, 1870.

The weight of this apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 5,800

pounds.

The number of ladders carried is 16, 2 fire-hooks, 5 crotch-

poles, 4 axes, 4 rakes, 4 guy-ropes, 6 ladder-dogs, 2 ham-

mers and 3 lanters.
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HOOK AND LADDER No. 6.

House on River street, Ward 16.

Built by Hunneman & Co., Boston, Mass., and is con-

structed to carry 22 ladders, 2 hooks, 7 crotch-poles, 2 axes,

4 rakes, 4 guy-ropes* 6 dogs, 2 hammers, 1 lantern.

Put into service August 20, 1873.

HOOK AND LADDER No. 7.

House on Meeting-house Hill, Ward 16.

This carriage was built by Messrs. Jucket & Freeman, of

this city, and is constructed to carry 14 ladders, 2 fire-hooks,

with ropes complete, 4 axes, 4 rakes, 2 augers, 2 iron-bars,

2 brooms, 2 shovels, 4 guy-ropes, 4 crotch-poles, 3 hay-

forks, 1 reservoir wrench, 1 monkey wrench, 4 dogs, 3 ham-

mers and 2 belts.

The weight of this apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 5,250

pounds.

Put into service January, 1869.

HOOK AND LADDER No. 8.

House on Washington square.

The carriage in use by this company is the Old Relief,

No. 1. Was put in service October 1, 1873.

Weight of apparatus, as drawn to fires, about 7,000

pounds.

BABCOCK SELF-ACTING ENGINE No. 1.

House on Bulfinch street.

Apparatus built by the Babcock Manufacturing Company.

Put in service February 10, 1873. Capacity of apparatus,

150 gallons, or 75 gallons per tank.

Weight, as drawn to fires, 4,200 pounds.
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EXTINGUISHER CORPS No. 2:

Located in Hook and Ladder House No, 3.

This wagon was built by Joseph T. Ryan, of this city.

Put into service June 1, 1872.

The weight of this apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 3,250

pounds.

EXTINGUISHER CORPS No. 3.

Located in Engine-house No. 9, East Boston.

This wagon was built by Joseph T. Ryan, of this city.

Put into service November 22, 1872.

The weight of this apparatus, as drawn to fires, is 2,610

pounds.

FIRE-BOAT.
Located North side Central wharf.

Apparatus built by the Atlantic Works.

Put into service January 1, 1873.

Capacity of apparatus, 2,500 gallons per minute, having

4 steam pumps, and high-pressure boiler, and engine of

80-horse power.

CHARLESTOWJST.

STEAM ENGINE.

No. 1. Elm street. Built by Amoskeag Manufacturing

Co., Manchester, N. H. Weight, 7,810 pounds.

HOSE CARRIAGES.

Hose No. 1. Main street.

Hose No. 2. Main street.

Hose No. 3. Winthrop street.

Hose No. 4. Corner Bunker Hill and Tufts streets.

HOOK AND LADDER CARRIAGE.

No. 1. Main street.
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WEST KOXBURY.
STEAM FIRE ENGINES.

No. . Centre street, Jamaica Plain. Built by Hunne-

man & Co., Boston, Mass., Jan. 1, 1871. Weight, as drawn

to fire, 7,400 pounds.

No. . Centre street, Jamaica Plain. Built by Hunne-

man & Co., Boston, Mass., June 25, 1872. Weight, as

drawn to fire, 4,500 pounds.

HAND ENGINES.

No. 2. Centre street, Jamaica Plain. Built by Hunne-

man & Co., Boston, Mass., 1859. Weight, as drawn to

fire, 3,300 pounds.

No. 3. Corner Shawmut avenue and Poplar street. Built

by Hunneman & Co., Boston, Mass., 1856. Weight, as

drawn to fire, 3,100 pounds.

HOOK AND LADDER CARRIAGE.

No. 1. Centre street, in house with steamer. Built by

Hunneman & Co., Boston, Mass, Dec. 21,- 1870. Weight,

as drawn to fire, 4,500 pounds.

BRIGHTON.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE.

No. I. Chestnut Hill avenue. Built by Hunneman &
Co., Boston, Mass. Weight, 7,800 pounds.

HOOK AND LADDER CARRIAGE.

No. 1. Chestnut Hill avenue. Built by Hunneman &
Co., Boston, Mass. Weight, 4,350 pounds.
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FIRE APPARATUS AT STATIONARY POINTS.

hose carriages and hose.

There is apparatus located at the following points, for the

more immediate protection of the neighborhood, and without

organized companies :—
One hose carriage, with two hundred and fifty feet of

2-inch leather hose, at the City Hospital, on Harrison avenue,

and under the care of the driver of Engine Company No. 23.

One hose carriage at the Hook and Ladder House on Har-

rison avenue, with one thousand feet of hose.

Two hundred feet of cotton hose at City Stable, South

End.

One hose carriage, with four hundred feet of 2|-inch hose,

at Hook and Ladder House No. 4, Eustis street, Highlands.

At each of the above places are the needful wrenches,

goosenecks, and pipes to be used with the hose.

One hose carriage, with one thousand feet of 2^-inch hose,

at Engine House No. 8, Salem street, to be used in cases of

large fires.

SPARE APPARATUS.

Deer Island. One hand engine, with eight hundred feet

of cotton hose, belonging to the Fire Department, and

stored here, to be used by the convicts within the prison, if

required.

Steam fire-engines, formerly known as Nos. 1, 2, 7, 9, and

one known as Propeller, one known as Jamaica Plain, one

known as Mystic No. 1, are kept as spare engines. No. 10

has been thoroughly rebuilt, and is at present as good as a

new engine.

One hook and ladder carriage, formerly known as No. 4,

is kept as a spare carriage.

Hose carriages, formerly known as Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5 and 8.

One hand engine, known as " Boston " No. 8, stored at the

Highlands.
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FIRE-LADDERS.

There are fire-ladders kept in the following location, to be

used only in cases of fire in the immediate vicinity, before

other apparatus can be brought to bear.

Engine House on Fourth, near K street, four ladders.

COAL HOUSES AND WAGONS.
COAL HOUSES.

No. 1 is located on Salem street. This house is in good

repair, and supplies for the north and west sections of the

city are taken from it in case of a large fire.

No. 2 is located on Orleans street, East Boston. This is a

new house, and, in case of fire, supplies are taken for the

East Boston department.

COAL WAGONS.

No. 3 is located at Engine House No. 7, East street.

No. 4 is located at Engine House No. 14, Centre street,

Roxbury District.

No. 5 is located at Hook and Ladder House 2s o. 5, Fourth

street, near Dorchester street, South Boston.

No. 6 is located at Engine House No. 13, Cabot street,

Highlands.

No. 7 is located at Engine House No. 18, Harvard street,

Ward 16.

No. 8 is located at Engine House No. 16, Temple street,

Ward 16.

No. 9 is located at Engine House No. 23, Northampton

street.

No. 10 is located at Engine House No. 18, Harvard street,

Ward 16.
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No. 11 is located at Engine House No. 4, Bulfinch street.

No. 12 is located at Hook and Ladder House No. 3, cor-

ner of Harrison avenue and Wareham streets.

No. 1, Charlestown, is located at Engine House on Elm

street.

No. l,West Roxbury, is located at Engine House on Centre

street.
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FIRE-ALARM TELEGRAPH.
John F. Kennard, Superintendent, Office, City Hall. He

has also the care and charge of all the public Bells and

Clocks.

Operators, Charles A. Stearns, Cyrus A. George,. Granville

S. Mendell, Charles M. Chaplin.

Repairers, George S. Thorn, Adam McAfee, Uzziel Putnam,

Wm. H. Godfrey. Benjamin F. Burchsted, General As-

sistant.

A constant watch is kept at the office, City Hall, night and

day, by the operators. Each operator serves two alternate

terms, of three hours each, as principal, and the same as as-

sistant operator; so that twelve hours' service at the office,

out of every twenty-four, is required from each operator.

No operator is permitted to sleep during his watch, unless

expressly relieved by some one else, and by consent of the

Superintendent.

Each operator is accountable to the Superintendent for any

mistakes that may occur at the office during his hours of

duty.

An accurate account is kept of the time of giving each

alarm, and of the station from which it originates, and all

other necessary information.

Alarms are transmitted to the Central Office, from the

Signal Stations or Boxes, by pulling a slide in the Box. The

police officers, and one other person resident near each sta-

tion, have keys to the Boxes.

Alarms are sounded by striking the number of the box

upon the Alarm Bells, and upon the Gongs in the Engine-

Houses.

Examples : To announce the existence of a fire near Box

No. 41 (Old South Church), the bells will strikefour, make
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a pause of a few seconds, then strike one, thus : 4— 1. This

will be repeated at intervals of about one-half minute.

For a fire near Box No. 145 (South Boston Point), the

bells will strike one, make a pause, then strike four, another

pause, then strike Jive, thus: 1— 4— 5.

Second Alarms are sounded by striking ten blows. Third

Alarm.s are sounded by striking twelve blows twice, thus :

12 — 12.

In cases where the entire department are required, alarms

are sounded by striking twelve blows three times, thus : 12

— 12 — 12.

In cases where Hook & Ladder Companies only are wanted,

signal to be given by striking ten blows once, with the num-

ber of the Company struck twice, thus : Hook & Ladder No.

one, 10— 1 — 1. Hook & Ladder No. four, 10— 4— 4.

Hook & Ladder No. seven, 10— 7 — 7.

If more than one Hook & Ladder Company is wanted, the

signal will be given thus : Hook & Ladder one and three, 10

— 1 — 1 — 3 — 3. Hook & Ladder two and four, 10— 2

— 2— 4— 4. Hook & Ladder five and seven, 10— 5— 5

— 7— 7.

No person will give alarms for the same fire (after the first

alarm has been given), without an order from an Engineer;

and the person so ordered will be sure to go to the same box

from which the first alarm was given, and report the same to

the Chief Engineer.

Alarms are usually given about half a minute from the

time the Box is operated.

DIRECTIONS TO THOSE WHO HOLD SIGNAL KEYS.

1. If a fire is discovered in your vicinity, go to the nearest

Box.

2. Pull the slide down once and let go. Wait at the Box,

and direct the firemen to the fire.
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3. If you hear no reply on the bells, pull again. If still

no reply, go to the nearest Box.

4. The police, upon hearing the bells, will spring their

rattles and call the number of the station.

CAUTIONS.

1. Be sure your Box is locked before leaving it.

2. Never open the Box, except in cases of fire.

3. Never let the key go out of your possession, unless

called for by the Superintendent.

There are 179 Signal Stations, distributed and located in

accordance with the following plan :
—

LIST OF NUMBERS AND LOCALITIES OF THE BOXES.

2. Corner Charter street and Phipps place.

3. Corner Hull and Snowhill streets.

4. Causeway street (Boston and Maine Freight Depot).

5. Corner Causeway and Lowell streets.

6. Corner Leverett and Willard streets.

7. Corner Poplar and Spring streets.

8. Merrimac House, Merriraac street.

9. Constitution wharf.

12. Corner Cooper and Endicott streets.

13. Corner Hanover and Richmond streets.

14. Corner Commercial street and Eastern avenue.

15. Corner Commercial and Richmond streets.

16. East end of Faneuil Hall.

17. Salem, corner Hanover street.

18. Quincy House.

19. Haymarket square (Boston and Maine Depot).

21. Corner Sudbury and Hawkins streets.

23. Cambridge, opposite Bowdoin street.

24. North Russell street (Church).

25. West City Stables.

26. Corner Cambridge and West Cedar streets.
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27. River street (Steamer House No. 10).

28. Corner Beacon and Spruce streets.

29. Corner Beacon and Clarendon streets.

31. Corner Beacon and Beaver streets.

32. Corner Pinckney and Anderson streets.

34. Corner Hancock and Myrtle streets.

35. Beacon street, opposite Somerset.

36. Court square (Police Station No. 2).

37. Corner India street and Central Wharf.

38. Corner Atlantic avenue and Long Wharf.

39. Mason street.

41. Corner Washington and Milk streets.

42. Corner Winter street and Central place.

43. Corner Washington and Bedford streets.

45. Corner Federal and Franklin streets.

46. Corner Milk and Oliver streets.

47. Corner Broad street and Rowe's wharf.

48. N. Y. and N. E. R. R. Station.

51. Corner Purchase and Pearl streets.

52. Corner Bedford and Lincoln streets.

53. Corner Washington and Boylston streets.

54. Corner Beach and Hudson streets.

56. Corner Kneeland and South streets (O. C. Depot).

57. Hudson street (Hose House No. 2).

58. Harvard street (B. & A. Freight Depot).

59. East street (School-house).

61. Warrenton street, near Tremont.

62. Corner Pleasant and Eliot streets.

63. Berkeley street, near Commonwealth avenue.

64. Corner Washington street and Indiana place.

65. Corner Harrison avenue and Seneca street.

67. Corner Washington and Common streets.

68. Corner Harrison avenue and Wareham street.

69. Corner Beacon and Exeter streets.

71. Corner Warren avenue and Berkeley street.
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72. Washington street (Steamer House No. 3).

73. Corner Shawmut avenue and Waltham street.

74. Declham street (Police Station No. 5).

75. Shawmut avenue (Hose House No. 5).

76. Corner Tremont and Rutland streets.

78. Parker street and Railroad crossing.

79. Corner Dover and Albany streets.

81. Corner West Canton and Appleton streets.

82. Northampton street (Hose House No. 4).

83. Corner Tremont and Camden streets.

84. South City Stables.

85. Corner Castle and Albion streets.

86. Corner Worcester street and Lincoln place (Com-

monwealth Hotel).

87. Corner Columbus avenue and Buckingham street.

SOUTH BOSTON.

121. Corner A and First streets.

123. Corner Broadway and Dorchester avenue.

124. Broadway, near C street (Police Station No. 6).

125. Blake's Factory, Dorchester avenue.

126. Corner Broadway and E streets.

127. Corner Eighth and E streets.

128. Corner Dorchester avenue and Dorchester street.

129. Corner Sixth and B streets.

131. Corner G and Eighth streets.

132. Corner Broadwaj' and Dorchester street.

134. Corner Fifth and D streets.

135. Corner Eighth and K streets.

136. Corner First and K streets.

137. Fourth street, between K and L (Steamer House No. 2)

.

138. House of Correction (Gate).

141. Boston wharf.

142. Page's Mill, First street.

143. Corner Dorchester and Seventh streets.
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145. Corner P and Fourth streets.

146. American Steam Safe Works, City Point.

147. Corner G and Thomas streets.

148. N. Y. and N. E. R. R. Machine Shop, near First street.

EAST BOSTON.

151. Old Ferry House.

152. Corner Sumner and Lamson streets.

153. Corner Webster and Orleans streets.

154. Corner Maverick and Meridian streets.

156. Corner Sumner and Border streets.

157. Corner Decatur and Liverpool streets.

158. Corner Paris and Decatur streets.

161. Grand Junction Yard.

162. Corner Bennington street and Central square.

163. Corner Chelsea and Marion streets.

164. Simpson's wharf, Marginal street.

165. Corner Marion and Trenton streets.

167. Smith and Fisher's Forge Works, Maverick street.

171. Porter's wharf, Border street.

172. Pottery Works, 146 Condor street.

173. Corner Glendon and Eagle streets.

174. Corner Brooks and Saratoga streets.

175. Corner Chelsea and Saratoga streets.

176. Sanborn's Tube Works, Saratoga street.

178. Corner Moore and Saratoga streets.

182. Corner Sumner and Paris streets.

183. Corner Cottage and Everett streets.

184. Corner Meridian and Princeton streets.

185. Corner Putnam and Lexington streets.

ROXBURY.

212. Corner Albany and Hampden streets.

213. Corner Norfolk avenue and Hampden street.

214. Corner Washington and Arnold streets.
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215. Corner Tremont and Cabot streets.

216. Corner Ruggles and Parker streets.

217. Corner Ruggles and Tremont streets.

218. Corner Ruggles street and Shawmut avenue.

219. Longwood avenue (Carpet Factory).

231. Hook and Ladder No. 4 (Eustis street).

232. Corner Eustis and Dearborn streets.

234. Police Station No. 9, Dudley street.

235. Corner Winslow and Dudley streets (Eng. No. 12),

236. Corner Cabot and Culvert streets (Eng. No. 13).

237. Corner Dudley and Putnam streets.

238. Small-pox Hospital, Swett street.

239. Shawmut avenue (H. R. R. stables).

241. Corner Warren street and Walnut avenue.

242. Corner Clifford street and Blue Hill avenue.

243. Centre street (Engine No. 14).

245. Police Station No. 10, Pynchon street.

246. Longwood.

247. Corner Tremont and Francis streets.

248. Repair Shops, Boston and Providence R. R.

249. Parker street, Burkhardt's Brewery.

251. Corner Highland and Cedar streets.

252. Corner Dale street and Shawmut avenue.

253. Corner Warren street and Blue Hill avenue.

254. Corner Pynchon and Heath streets.

256. School-house, Heath street.

257. Corner Townsend and Warren streets.

261. Egleston square.

262. Corner Highland and Marcella streets.

263. Corner Centre and Creighton streets.

264. Corner Walnut avenue and Munroe street.

DORCHESTER.

312. Corner Boston and Mt. Vernon streets.

313. Corner Dorchester avenue and Cottage street.
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314. Engine House No. 21, Boston street.

315. Corner Stou^hton and Cottage streets.

316. Engine House No. 17, Meeting-house Hill.

317. Corner Bird and Ceylon streets.

318. Stoughton-street Station, N. Y. & N. E. R. R.

321. Savin Hill.

323. Glover's Corner.

324. Corner Green and Bowdoin streets.

325. Field's Corner.

326. Harrison square.

327. Harris School-house, Adams street, opp. Centre.

328. Putnam's Nail Works, Port Norfolk.

341. Corner Commercial and Preston streets.

342. Corner Neponset avenue and Minot street.

343. Corner Water and Walnut streets.

345. Corner Adams and Granite streets.

346. Corner Dorchester avenue and Codman street.

347. Corner Washington and Fuller streets.

348. Corner Richmond and Adams streets.

351. Corner Washington street and Dorchester avenue.

352. Engine House No. 16.

353. Engine House No. 19, Norfolk street.

354. Corner Norfolk and Madison streets.

356. Corner Washington and Norfolk streets.

357. Engine House No. 18, Harvard street.

361. Corner Harvard street and Blue Hill avenue.

362. Superintendent's house, Mt. Hope Cemetery.

charlestown.

3. Holmes' Manufactory, Medford street.

4. No. 305 Medford street.

5. Junction Medford and Bunker-Hill streets.

6. Corner Main and Sever streets.

7. Corner Main and Eden streets.

8. Main street, foot of Baldwin street.

4
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9. Cambridge street, corner Brighton street.

12. Corner Miller and Main streets.

13. Corner Washington and Union streets.

14. Front street, foot of Arrow street.

15. Fitchburg E. R. yard.

16. Junction Main and Harvard streets.

17. Corner Richmond and Chapman streets.

21. City square, corner Chamber street.

23. Henley street, corner Henley place.

24. Junction of Tufts, Vine and Bunker-hill streets.

25. Corner Concord and Bunker-hill streets.

26. Wallace court.

31. Corner Bunker-Hill and Webster streets.

32. Corner Walker and Russell streets.

34. No. 21 Medford street.

35. Waterman's Mill.

41. Steamer House, Elm street.

42. Navy Yard.

WEST ROXBURY.

4. Engine House, Centre street.

5. Corner Pond and Prince streets.

6. Corner Prince and Perkins streets.

7. Corner May and Centre streets.

13. Jamaica Plain R. R. station.

14. Boylston street R. R. station.

15. Hyde's Corner.

16. Forest Hill R.R. station.

23. Corner South and Key streets.

24. Roslindale R. R. station.

25. Central R. R. station.

32. West Roxbury R. R. station.

34. Corner School and Shawmut avenue.

42. Mt. Hope R. R. station.

43. Canterbury School-house.

51. Corner Scarborough and Walnut streets.
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The Meridian Bells. — Forty-eight bells, eighty-nine

gongs, and forty-nine tappers, at their various locations on

churches, school-houses, in engine-houses and R. R. depots,

are struck from the Fire-Alarm Office precisely at noon, every

day. Care is taken to secure the utmost accuracy in the

time, for which purpose a chronometer is used, and com-

pared with the time of Cambridge Observatory as often as

necessary.

recapitulation.

There are 216 fire-alarm boxes,


