[DocuMeENT 11— 1957.]

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1956.

BosTton, February 1, 1957.
Hon. Joun B. HyNEs,
Mayor of Boston.
DEAR Sir:
I have the honor to submit herewith a concise report
of the activities of the Boston Fire Department for the
year ending December 31, 1956.

Respectfully submitted,

Francis X. COTTER,
Fire Commassioner.



HISTORY

FIRE COMMISSIONERS
*1874-1876. Alfred P. Rockwell.
1877-1879. David Chamberlain.
1879-1883. John E. Fitzgerald.
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley.
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald.
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch.
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell.

905. Patrick J. Kennedy.
(Acting February 17—March 20.)
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells.

1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker.
1910. Francis M. Carroll.

(Acting May 27—September 16.)
1910-1912. Charles C. Daly.

1912-1914. Charles H. Cole.
1914-1919. John Grady.
1919-1921. John R. Murphy.

1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning.
(Acting Nov. 8, 1921—Aprll l 1922.)
1922, William J. Casey.
(Acting Aprll l—August 24.)
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn.
1926. Thomas F. Sullivan.
(Acting January 26—July 6.)
1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman.
1930—1933 Edward F. McLaughlin.

Eugene M. McSweeney.
(October 16, 1933—January 5, 1934.)

1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin.
1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly.

1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald.
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.)

1946-1950. Russell 8. Codman, Jr.
1950-1953. Michael T. Kelleher.
1953-1954. John F. Cotter.

1954~ Francis X. Cotter.

CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT
1826-1828. Samuel D. Harris.
1829-1835. Thomas C. Amory.
1836-1853. William Barnicoat.
1854-1855. Elisha Smith, Jr.
1856-1865. George W. Bird.
1866-1874. John S. Damrell.
1874-1884. William A. Green.
1884-1901. Louis P. Webber.
1901-1906. William T. Cheswell.
1906-1914. John A. Mullen.
1914. John Grady. (1 day.)
1914-1919. Peter F. McDonough.
1919-1922. Peter E. Walsh.
1922-1924. John O. Taber.
1925-1930. Daniel F. Sennott.
1930-1936. Henry A. Fox.
1936-1946. Samuel J. Pope.
1946-1948. Napeen Boutilier.
1948-1950. John F. McDonough.
1950-1956. John V. Stapleton.

1956-1956. Edward N. Montgomery.
(June 6, 1956—September 5, 1956.)

1956~ Leo C. Driscoll.

*Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer.
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SpeciaL COMMENTS

Great advances were made in 1956 in fire prevention,
publicity, and training. It was marked by a reduction
in the number of building fires as well as in the number
of fires caused by oil heaters.

0il Burner Fires. In the year 1954 there were 329
fires attributed to space or range oil burners. In 1955
the number of fires from the same cause was 202, while
in 1956 the number of fires from this cause was 148, a
decrease of 181 in a two-year period. This despite an
early, cold winter. We feel this decrease is due to our
in-service inspections and our publicity programs as
well as our school program.

In-Service Inspections. This project can be credited
with a substantial part in reducing the number of build-
ing fires from 3,698 in 1954 to 2,755 in 1955, and to
2,360 in 1956.

Church Inspections. At the request of Archbishop
Richard J. Cushing to the Fire Commissioner, and under
the supervision of the Fire Prevention Division, a series
of inspections were made of all churches, schools, parish
buildings, and rectories in the city. The purpose of the
inspections was to correct any existing fire hazards and
also to improve fire protection and alarm systems. This
work (number approximately 200 parcels of property)
was accomplished by the various district fire chiefs,
accompanied by the company officer in the subdistrict
affected. A semiannual inspection of such properties is
planned in the future, and the program will be expanded
to include guidance centers, homes of various descrip-
tions, and all other property owned or controlled by the
archdiocese.

Places of Assembly. All places where alcoholic bev-
erages are sold or kept for sale to be consumed on the
premises in the entire city, including the so-called
“night club,” were inspected by the district fire chiefs
of the respective districts during the past year and a
card system has been adopted in order to facilitate
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regular and systematic inspection of these establish-
ments. The number of locations now visited is approxi-
mately 500.

Port of Boston. In order to avoid, if possible, a serious
fire at any of the various water front facilities in the city,
a committee has been set up representative of the Port
Commission, United States Coast Guard, Boston Ship-
ping Association, Terminal Operators, Rt. Rev. Mon-
signor John T. Powers, the Fire Department, and other
persons interested. Meetings are to be held on a monthly
basis and all possible steps to prevent fire or restrict its
extension is the ultimate aim of said committee.

Public Relations and School Programs. This has been
delved into extensively in separate sections of this report,
and it may be reported here that both of these programs
have grown steadily and made the general public much
more fire conscious, thus contributing tremendously to
the overcoming of the problem of safeguarding life and
property against fire.

Fire Prevention Week. Extensive preparation and par-
ticipation in spreading the fire prevention message to
the public was conducted during the entire week. The
Fire Commissioner had all division and district fire chiefs
take an active part in this work and personally, with his
staff of chief of department and three assistant fire
chiefs, attended daily demonstrations in connection
therewith. The Fire Prevention Week Contest con-
ducted by the National Fire Protection Association was
entered into this year, and Boston won honorable men-
tion for the material submitted.

Christmas Season Hazards. The Fire Prevention
Division, regardless of the pleas from hundreds of owners
and managers of rest homes and centers, “held the line”
and would not permit flammable trees or decorations in
any occupancy housing large numbers of persons.

Fire PREVENTION SCHOOL'PROGRAM

It is a source of gratification to the department to
know that as the realization grows throughout the nation
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of the importance of informing the public concerning
fire hazards and in gaining the public’s cooperation in
correcting and eliminating these hazards, the success of
the sixth-grade fire prevention educational program in
Boston is frequently cited as an example of the good
work that can be accomplished.

Under this program, Boston fire lieutenants visited
every sixth-grade classroom three times, supplemented
by a fourth visit in many instances. These visits in-
cluded public, private, and parochial schools. In addi-
tion to this, the lieutenants adapted their program for
institutional schools so as to present instruction and
literature, including fire prevention picture books, to
boys and girls of various ages.

As part of this regular program, the lieutenants
visited 170 schools in Boston which contained a total of
325 sixth-grade classes and enrollment of approxi-
mately 15,000 boys and girls. In this work, they incor-
porated a number of additional activities. They co-
operated with the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters,
sponsoring the sixth-grade program, and with the
National Board of Fire Underwriters in special Fire
Prevention Week distribution to schools of various fire
prevention material. They also cooperated with the
Electrical Division of Inspections, Building Department,
in distributing special material aimed at preventing
electrical fires, and cooperated further with the School
Department and the diocesan schools in supplementing
fire prevention instruction with warnings about the
dangers of bomb scares, false alarms, abandoned refrig-
erators, and empty gasoline drums, and were credited
with being an excellent influence in curbing vandalism.

Numerous incidents of merit have been attributed
to this educational work. In Brighton, prompt action
by two girls was credited with bringing apparatus in
time to prevent what otherwise might have been a
very serious fire. The girls stated that their instruction
had been received from ‘‘firemen in school.”


























































