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FOUR-ALARM FIRE SWEEPS S.
'MUNITION PLANT IN SOU

N 5

More Than 250,000 Shells Damaged in $500,000
Lieut Sibley Injured by Fall Through Floo

e

80UTH -BDSTBN FIRE. AT ITS HEIGHT.

H BOSTON

BOSTON, MONDAY MORNING, JANUARY 13, 1919

 WOODS
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Blaze—
ring

w s
Four alarms were sounded within
17 minutes shorily after noon yester-
‘day for a fire which swept two build-
ings of the munition plant of the 5.
A. Woods Company, 27-41 Damrell st,
Bouth Boston, causing a damage estl-
mated at $500,000 by the company offi-
cials, The 'machinery in the two
buildings was ruined and more than
250,000 shells, some finished and
others in the process of making, dam-
aged. o e =
Lieut Mark N. Sibley, aged 60, 6f'11
Fairland st, Roxbury, of Englne 21,
fell through a hole in the floor of one
of the buildings, his back being seri-
ously injured.
| Several workers in the factory were
! trapped for a time. by flames, Foir
who were trying to extinguish _thg__
blaze climbed through; a-window fol
'safety and another made his es-,
cape from the second floor through-a
hole in the floor, The fire wds the
worat the city firemen have had to
fight in months.

Start of the Elaze |

Abraham Wolfe, 2 guard at the plant, " i
while patrollng at the one-story brick >

bullding, 41 Damrell st, saw fHames
spreading from the vielnity of the fur-
nace room, located In the center of the
etructure, He called the chlef of thes
| plant fire department and the alarm in | g
! the bullding wags gounded. About 30 men |
tware eating thelr lunch. One was sent 5
[ to ring in an alaerm from Lox 728 while |
the others fought the lames.

The oll soaked floors and olly boxes |
gbout the furnace room Were S500n
burning and the fames sprecd rapidly.
Soon the entire one-story brick stracturc
was ablazo.

Actlng Chisf Richardson of Soulh
{ Boston, who arrlved three minutes alter |
the first alarm was sounded at L2321, im-
madiately ordered a second zlarm, and {
then a third and fourth, the latter be- |
Ing sounded wt.l2:83 E e L

Apparatus from all sectlons of the elty :
regpnonded, accompanled by Chief Petor .
MeDonough, Deputy John Tiabor and : ;
Junior Deputy Daniel 7. Sennott. Chief -~..:‘Q i
MeDonough directed the work of flght- v
Ing the fire. \
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Contlnaed on the Sccomil Mage. |

A

4 the finnres wera qulckBr-subdued,

o . The

Continned _ From the Flrst Page.

The temperature was not far' from
zéro and-loe. and. cold tmpeded the _I’.Ir‘e.*
niei- coneideratilyl. -7 e
* When the plant’ alarm.wey sounded
Hipt Lawrence Bloogd wrs working - in.
the office with the elorloal foren, . He ' tonk
choarge of the plant fire fghters. Bee-
{ng that'the efforfs to snvé the smaller [
structure were futile he 1an to t-h'el
adjoining two-story stricturs, o cemient

‘bullding, and, staried,. the men at work |
talcing out the valunhles, :

Flares. Cut OFf Workers o

. Henry Peto of 480 Brook av. Roxbuey,
Was-assigned - to-do-kie besl to keepr tho:
fldihids. From spréading into the camant
huliding. “Thle wils partitioned fromfha].
smallar structure by a. wall fargzaly, minde
| ©f winss, “The glasa-bvoke tnpldly, pelip
" -Pore was I danger on the.second T34,
but escapsd thrsogh & hole'in the floor
through which Ligut” Siblex fo)l later. . |
'The- clarlcal, foroe and: other amplofis
snved proctleally” all the- veiumble pa |
pers In the office. Supt Elood -several |
times ‘went into  the offlce “while: the’
fiames wera on all stdes of him and eaeh
thne '‘brought out’ gomathing of” valuo,
Although wat- through he ramained on
duty until the fAremen had Anlshed thoir
work. ] r
Willlam Burpes, 'Wilbur McoWilllams,
Charles: Bawyer and Snmuel Dnvld,
fightlig the flames  in the one-story |
brick building, were. cut 'off from, the]
doorways by flames. They made thelr
UH;'{{I’E through Wwindows. i LEeny
‘e ehricl hall W ik
firat extends alnndjwﬁu;::?é}?hn:{gﬁtutﬂz‘g
[eel and toward Old Colony iy 150 feet.!
Ihe eement strueturs hae A frontige on
Damrell sl of about B0 feet and extends
bhack iownrnd OQld Coleny av! 150 feet.
Both bulldings were filled with machines
unid finlshed  or unflilshed " dshoelle A
large numbor of Anlshed ghells ware
#iored in the réar of the smaller bulid-
ink.  The larger bujlding was practl-
cally all eceupled by machlnery. Before
the slening of the nroistice 2000 worlers
were employed In the plant, bul the
foree had Ween reduced to 90, . -
48 ward 1

When the fitemen of Engines
Ladders 5 and. 20 arcived -theone-

and
diovy “struoturd wad u furnmee of fre,
Lodder §rand Ladder 20 pugmentsd’ the
engine eompenies and.fool: 1inos. of hosa
‘Ehrough an nlleyway along the slde or
the bul]{lmq_ and checked .itho fve's
progress in that directlon, ™ - ;

Englne 1i was stationed in an nlleis
wiiy opn the other slda of the building
jand whila tha fire was at ite helght a

portien of the roof fell, endangering the
i firemen there, They continued at warl
| and were helped by two  declk guns,
j worked fromthe lioke wagons ol Tone
-ginos 3 and 23 Firemen from Engines

2 and Il ecarried linge of hose Lo choiv
ubglatance.,

A Ereat growd woe attracted by the
heavy smoke. A pollee detail, in charge
of . Sergt O'Howrice, inclued . officers. of
Division § and detalls from Stations 4,
9 mrel 12, ; ' !

Owling.to the danger of the walls of
the larger bullding collapsing, the erowd
wan Hept o long distance frome Lhe
blaxe. While the flre was at its helght,
i Chief Bennott noticed Ilnrge cracks In
j the ponerete wall near the rool and ls-
‘fated & warning to the flremen.

1 The fremon worked for twd hours wnd
o half before they hed the {lre-uader
control, .

;.-- P N e E s L0 oy o
Lieut Bibley Falls 20 Feet. ..
Liagl . Sibley. .glipped on.  the ﬂuur’,
which wng codfed with o layer Ef._?ll:l.‘,.-
and e fell throdeh o hole into the 'bage:
mont, o distante ofl#0 feet, He.was
taken.to the Cliy Hospital.. ..
- Tho Aremen worked nll afternoon on
Ithe ruine, Tt was long alter 6 o'clock
i_whﬁn all out was sounded.
{° The firo wos caused by sparks from
the furnace falllng into_a wat of ol
ywhich was used In the procesd of olllung
'shells, Bevaral times previously the vat
(had become lgnited, but fn gauch mﬂ,t.ﬁ;_nna-
“es-
far , befora they, were. dlscovared,”
they had: gained eonalderabls headway,
¥ 1 polics - ponortad ; tha aagi}.rg.gfn_; s
| §2a0,000 But” Bupt "Bleod say's CALE “the
(twin Btructures are A total loss, the. ina-
| ehinary I'LE]I}L'HI. and thousnnds of ahells
|damaged. ~Lle aaya thit o conpervative

'J'eatuna.ta of the damage is $600, D00,

R
L \
i ™ ¥ '1_‘\3' 1
s \ 't
‘ 'l' ]
i1 X i"ﬂ' ]
>and : Lk
_'I\_ 1':"-'.'-. I'|
T L .
ﬁ 1
W
ni d___.-'—"’"
v - L ]
1 i
| e
F-_,..."--" \;- fa™
—_— X =
L . W
Ta I 1
M i p \
s/
\.\-‘:L.l" = “
aA;
F et -"‘-r
™ . -’f = - F‘-.‘.-‘_l‘--_ —— — -



