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ONE OF THE HEROES

i

der contrel,to. explain how his bed
‘suddenly burst into flames. :
‘Horton sounded the ‘alarm. to A. L
MeQueeney, the. clerk on duty, but
owing to the fact:that: the:cry. of
“fire” rang out from the floor above,
just as, Horton dashed:into the office
to tell McQueeney that his room was
on _fire, it was believed that Horton
tried to' extinguish it himself before
glving the alarm.
The dooy of Horton's room was left

without:a thought ut,t‘I'mIr own safe-

3 Slightly Hurt— o amss.cne e me sonoc|
Loss $60,000 to-
$75,000

over coplngs. and * ledges covered
with ice in order to rench some man
or woman who was trapped by the
flames, many feet above the frozen
pavements,

Not & life wam-lost, & record that
will gtand among the fire depart-
ménts of the world, owing to this
work, but many of the men and wo-

“THREE INJURED
Three Hotel Lenox fre wice '
‘tims, including Edward Horton,
‘the man in whose room the fire
started, were treated this morn-
ing at tha Beston City Hn:piul.
A. Cheshira Mitchell, 2 hotsl
munager Ffrom Seattle, Wash,

) EDWARD MeDONOUGH
Who Rescued Man Hanging by Bheet From Window

cm 11th Btory

{By WILLIAM A. TIGHE.)

The only thing that prevented a

long death iist when flra roared
through the Hotel Lenex, Boylston
and Exeter sts, Back Bay, starting at

B this morning, was the superhuman

work of the members of the Fira De-
partmeant, who carried out mere than
B0 of the 200 guests, asleep when the
first alarm was sounded.

Hegcues of a4 nature never bafore
recorded in the history of this city

were performed by the fremedf, who

e

men, who were forced to flee into the
etreets with the temperature close to
gero, wera treated for glight cuts
and bruiees, or for exposure,

Hotel Loss May Be $75,000
The property loss of the fire will
be between 60,000 and $75,000, but
the loes on clothing, the personal
property of the guests, could not be
estimated, This part of the loss iz
expected to be at least balf as much
again.
" What etarted the fire 18 & myetery,
&5 E. M. Horton of New York, who
oocupled room 221, on the third floor,
where the fire started, could not be

located after the fire was gotten um-| Donohue and

lowed the fiames o chonce to roll
into the corridor and from there, up
through the rest of the building to
the roof. The opening of doors In
other apartments asaigted the flre in

the big fireproof etructura,

A Thrilling Rescue

The fire getting into the corridors
was what made it possible for the
members of the Boston Fire Depart-
ment who responded to the four
alarms from Box 1573, Boylston and
Frirfleld =is, to have their names
listed among heroes.
Among these men are Capt Charles
laddermen Nelson,
Cunningham, Dobratz and Murphy.
of Ladder 16, and Lieut Joe Hanton
and laddermen Cremin, Lawler,
O'Erien, Kennedy, McLaughlin, Don-
lon, Sullivan and Gleason of Ladder
18, who after ralsing the long &5~
foot ladders oun thelr truek succeed-
ed in finding some means of climb-
ing stiil higher to reach people out
of reach of Lthe ladders.

The plece of work that stood out

above all others was that done by
“Eddie” McDoenugh, son and aide of
Chief Peter F. McDonough, who
rushed to the ninth floor of the build-
ing by way of the inclosed fireescaps
and, after crawling through the
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gecond woman, he was swinging his

|_ dow ledges,
that caused the few spectators on
| the street to hold thelr breath as
the ladder bent under the weight of

a fireman and his burden to & de-

FIGHTING FIRE ON EXETER-ST SIDE

| sheets,

emoke and flame-Alled hallway, made
ihis way to aw indow ledge and pulled
! to safety Juseph H. Collins, who was
hanging to the end of a rope made of

Saw Work Laid QOut For Them
The crew of Ladder 16, stationed
at the corner of Boylston and Here-
ford ets, but two blocks away from
the burning building, saw that their
work was lald out for them as soon
a® the big meotor truck passed out of |
the house, @8 the flames were rolling |
irom the windows on different floors.
The cries of the imprisoned men
and women could be heard by
the firemen before the truck was
gtraightened out [or the run down
Bovigton st, and Capt Donohue, u:.I
his machine sped along, strained his
eyes to locate the people who were

open a8 he daghed out, which al-

getting inflammables to feed upon in

was treated &z an out-patient,
and after having peinful burns
on his arms and cother parts of
the body dressed, left the hospi-
tal.

Everctt Tew and Mr Heorton
ara now inmates of the hospital,
and are reported to be Ffairly
comforteble. ' Both are suffering
from pevere burns on the hands
and Fface.

approaching the building and he
gave his orders to his erew before
the machine came to a stop, with the
result that every man was ready and
within a very few peconds after the
truck stopped, the big Iadder was
being'lowered against the windows
on the geventh floor,

“Two women were in these win-
dows, while on the nluth, 10th and
11th floors, men and women wers
crying down to the firemen for help,
One man was on the ninth, one on
the 10th and two on the 1lth floor,
and as the reflection of the flames
could be eeen in the windows behind !
thein the firemen sent up a prayer
that ithe doorse of the rooms would
hold against the fire until they could
get to the people.

Donahue’s Heroic Work

Capt Donahue, knowing that his
ladder had been extended to ite ut-
mosl length, grabbed a gealing lad-
der from the truck and a “life line™
and calling to hiz crew to follow,
quickly made his way to the top.
With a gquick swing of his 1§-foot
gtiek, he hooked the end over the
window &ill of the reom above the
end of hie long ladder and started
climbing, all the while loosing the
coil nf the life line that wae over his
shoulder.

Calming the twe women who were [
holding out their hands to him he
made a loop of the rope and plac-
ing it ahout the waist of one of them,
lowerad her into the arme of the

men on the ladder below.
Ag Boon as the rope was iaken off

crying for halp
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HEROIC RESCUES AT
"~ HOTEL LENOX FIRE

Conilaued From the First Page.

and repeated the work, lowbring tha
gecond woman to safety.
Before the rope was taken off the

ladder to the room above and again
he suceseded in getting the: peraon
in the window out in safaty.

The game thing was done ol ‘the
two upper floors, so surely and swift-

1y that all the guests on that slde of
the bullding who were gbove the tip
of the extenelon ladder wera safe
and the entire Job took less t‘tme
than it ta.keu to tell e

Guests Picked Off Ledges

A@ soon as the scaling ladder work
was finished, the long ladder on the | b
truck was swung from window to
window on the Boylston-st gide
picking men and women off the win-
sometimes at anglea

e

JOHEPH OCOLLINE,
rom Ninth Tioor a} totel Teoex by

Itieciaed

Ohief's Ald “Eddla’ MeDonougl.

gree that geemed as If it was about
io break. _

The manner in which the ladder
on thig truck was used was one that
wonld never be used under ordinary
circumstances, as it was stated, that,
in 00 cames out of each 100, that
giraln placed on it would break it,
but the firemen hed to work quick,
and take chances of being dashed to
desth on the pavements, both of
which they did,

While the crew of Ladder 16 was
| working on the Boylston-gt side the
crow of Englne 83, which is located
in ihe same station, pulled into Exe-
ter st, laid a line of hoee and entered
the building, Just enough men were
left on this line to handle it, and
Capt Lawler took the resi and start-
ed to work through the building to
gesist in rescues.

Englne 22, with Capt “Tom" Dow-
ney, and Ladder 13, with Lieut “Joe"
Hanton, rolled into Exeter st, from
the guarters on Warren av, ahout

thia time, and as the engine crew
gtarted & line of hose into the
building Hanton bad his blz ladder
thrown to the limit against ihe Exa-
ter-st front.

Guests Screamed for Help

work, took & number of his men and
dashed through the bullding and sue-
ceeded In aeeieting neariy a ecore of
men and women who were groping
about the smoke-filled hallway to the
office and turned them over to police
officers and others for further cara.

At thie time it seemed that men
and women were in every window

ing for help, while acrose the strest
in front of the H. A. A, houss

Downey, after getting his line tol

on the froot, all screaming and cry-|

in the hulldl:ig‘ to wait for the fire-
men.

It appearad a8 'If the fire wna 'J:-urm-
ing the hottest on this side of- the
building, and it elso looked - as. if
every person in the windows was
doomed to sure death, as the flames
rolling out from the windows on the
lower floors ‘made it appear as if a
ladder could not be thrown up or
any human belng climb through the
fire to Tench the upper windows.

By this time the extra alarm ap-
paratus started to roll in, and one of
the first things Chief MeDonough
ordered was a couple of streams of
water on the lower floors to kill the
fire enough for the la.ddermﬁn to get
ghove.

‘Hanton nm:I e . crew, alna..mith,
soalirig ' laddera, started thelr “work
of resoue, Befora they had coverad
half the distance up ‘the Indder they.
were hidden from the people on the
gtraet by the thick clouds of smoke
which wera rolling from all parts of

the building.
Thile gmoks alzo hid the persons

whose volees came ringing down

from the upper windows, but within
d very few moments aiter the remen

started up they begen to Teappear,
ench one with his burden in his arms
or over his shoulder, ke

The work of thls crew was ex-
ceptionally brilliant, ag the men, aft-
er getting off, their ladders, wera
forced to crawl mlong copings and
'ledges coverad with ice to reach the
people they were after.

More than a score of men and
women were taken down in this way

for the erew of 13 truck by the ar-
rival of Ladder 17, another big
gerlal truck, which pulled in gnd
threw the long lmdder agalnst the
puilding a trifle nearer. Huntington
av, which shortened the distance that
the men had to .cover on the lay
copings. ;

“uEddie” MeDonough’s Work
The most sepectneulay rescue of the
fire, and one of the most in the his-
tory of the Fire Department, was
being performed at this time by
“Hddie” MecDonough, but owing to
the clouds of smoke that rolled up
and hid the work from the view of
the spectators, it was not appreclated
‘untll after the smoke cleared away,
Jogeph H. Colling, s well-known
horgeman, was aslecp in his room on

the 11th floor, when he was awalk-
encd by the fire gonge and his tele-

phone, the switchboard being oper-
ated by Willlam Conlon and Miss
Mary Harding, the bookkeeper, who
was driven from her room, and

rushed to the agsigtance of the house
crew,

Made Rope of Sheets

Collina, when awakened, . opened
the door leading into the hall, but
was driven back by a cloud of smoke
and a buret of flame., Heeping his
nerva with him, Colling ecloged the
door of the room and the transom
and quickly got into his elothes.

YWhen he went to his window he
found the tip of Ladder 13 was about
| four storiee below him. Knowing
ithat jumping meant sure death, and
hearing the flames rolling around
his door, he looked for a rope, but
not finding any, made one of the
gheets on hie bed anf all the towels
that he could find.

Making the end of the Tope aecure

before the work was made lighter |

i hiig way to Collius,

hand over hand, all the time feeling
for the end of the rope. *

. When he felt the end he stopped
and, twisting his leg around the rope,
took his welght off his arme. and
made it possibla for him to wait pa-
tiently for the arrivel of his raes-
cuers. E

Tlie smoke became thicker and
thicker as he hung to his rope, and
when the ﬂrel"bagan to come danger-
ously close he started to yell for help
gt the top of his voice. He could not
be seen from the atreet for & number
of minutes, but.at last “Eddie" Me-

Donough, who was sweeping the
front of the building with his electric
aaa.mhllght ﬂiacnverad him.

s

Cn!lim S:well

Tulling hm father L‘ne chiaf.r whn
was standing beside him, that he was
“going to get that man,” MeDonough
dashed through the lobby of the hotel
and to the inclosed fire escape in the
center of the building, which he had
located @ few minutes after his ar-
rival.

Counting the floors as he dashed
up the stalrs, he came to the one
whers he helieved the man was heng-

WILLIAM CONLON,

Switehboard Opepator sk Hotel Leaox, Wio
Aroused Guata.
ing outside ol the windows. He

pushed open the iron and wire glasa
door eeparating the inclosure Irom
the hallway, but was driven baek
by a rush of smoke and fire.

Enowing that he was the only one
in a positlon to get Colline, and also
hpowlng that the only means was
through the windows, he dropped to
tha floor, and, crawling under the
fire and smoke, made his way to the
room that he believed was nearest
to the man.

Hea puched open the door of a room
and went in, cloeing the door after
him. He made his way to 8 window,
but discovered that ha was about two
windows distant, but not thinking of
his own danger, lie stepped out outo
the coping covered with lce and
gnow, and, hugging the wall, madse

Aguin the emoke rolled up in such
g4 volume that Collins was hidden
from his view, aud he was forced to
cry out to gel an answer Ly which
to locate Cpllines, As soon ae he
located him, he got astride of a win-
dow, and, grabbing Colling by a leg,
gently pulled him toward him, so that
he could get a grip on his body, and
when he did he grabbed nome top
gently and bauled him into the room.
The gheet rope was left dangling
from the l1th-story window as a
mute testimony of & wonderful piece
of work.

Crawled to Safety

Ag gpon as the two men got thelr

through the door, he started to slide
down the rope In the direction of the
top of the ladder.

Mot knowing how cloee his rope

and the Bustun University a scora of
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in the room, he threw the other end . breath. mod a little bit of their con-
put, and 48 the flames ate thelr way | Aidence back, McDonough led the way

would come to the ladder, he slopped | made on Boylston and Exeter sts the

and they crawled under the smoke
and fire to the inclosed stairway and
made their way to safety.

* While these rescues were being

by the firemen, he hauled it back

b Bernnd Page,

building, and ﬂuccacded in amﬁuung'
matly Dergons to the street. " Asf

‘these people were taken out thﬂ!*'

were .gent across io the B. :L a.:
‘house. :
The Lenox is of first u]a:m cnn-l-.
atruction and under any ordinary -

been confined to the room where it.
started and should have burned it-1
self out there without getting _intq’.:-
the adioining room, but owing to'the’
manner in which the guests left the.

flad, the fire raced through the. open:
doors and attecked anything of am:
inflammabla nature in the rooms. ,‘

This was the reason for fire to he™
gzent rolling from wlnﬂuwa in ali-.
sections of the buﬂding, from th&
third floor, where it startdd, to tixﬂf
11th floor, where the windows are’
just under the roof. i

The appearance of the huﬂdtn:
when the firemen arrived made thmn
{hink that a dozen different: fires

were geen from two or three win-
doys at a time, and then again from
windows hdlf the length of the build-
ing away.

Haliway up the slde of the hulld—-
ing facing on the railroad yardeand
Huntington av, two or three apart-
menta appeared to be a roaring fur-
nace, while the other rooms on t.hn-t
slde appeared natural.

i

Many Rooms Wrecked

On the Exeter-gt front fire sesmed
to be roaring in a dozen differnt
places, while on Boylston st only 2
faw places showed any signs of ﬂre
near the windows, but plenty of fire,
eould be seen in the hallways on: ‘the
gide.

Chief h{cnnnnugh placed a wn,tur
tower on Hxeter st and another in
the driveway leading to the railroad
yard, both of which machines poursd
kundreds of gallons of water inio
the building, while the deck guns on
a number of hose wagons a!au halpad
to Leep the fire from nprmdiqg alr
over, the hotel. .

A dozen lines of hma wnre ﬁant
fnte the bullding, and the  crews
worked from the sireet to the roof,
ktiling the fire in the different rooms.
Blany of these rooms were completn
wrecks as a result of the occupants
leaving the doors open, while other
rooms, were wet,” but® mot bhadly
burned, as the firemen got to them
before the five had a chance to spread
after burning through the doors, =

Chiefs Complimented -

Chiel MceDonough, Deputy Chlet
Sennott, District Chisfa Walsh, Shel-
low, Coulter, Gafiey, Jordan, Kenney

gueets of the hotel and of the other
hotelg in the vielnity, as well as the
resldents and police oMders, on the
mannar in which the lifa-saving work
was done. Without exception, it was
! stated that never before had any-
thing to equal it been performed any-

_ whersa.

The police of the Back Ba:f BW*

| tion, under the direction of Lieut

Skillings and - Sergt John- Murphy,
werae on the scene within a few min-
utes after the first alarm.

By orders of Lieut gkillings E
number of ambulances were called
from other sectiong of the elty, Dbui
thelr services were not rn_auulred.

mean of ather comnanies were work-

with s will in the rear ﬂl thBI

cirenmetances the fira should have’

doors of thelr rooms open-when they . ;

were burning, as smolte and flames,

and Fox were complimented by the .



