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RAN WITH THE MACHINE,

Now He Retires from Service
on Half Pay.

Isaae M. Burrough Was Ozce a Member
of the Red Jackets.

Army Record and Oareer as Fire Fighter
Alike Oreditable.

Ono of the special features of today’s cale-
bration, though not down on the printed
programme, i3 the retirement from active
service of Charlestown's veteran fireman,
Isaac M. Burrough.

Mr Burrough retires by permission of the
board of fire commissioners, He hasreached
tho “ripe old ago" of 57 years, thls being
his birthday,

Mr. Burrough was born in Philadelphia
{n 1834. and when but 12 years old, with
his parents moved to Charlostown, which
las since been his home.

A few years later he entored the Charles-
town Navy Yard, whore he served a five
years' apprenticeship in tho blacksmith
shop,

He then entored the Fitchburg railroad’s
Charlestown blacksmith shop, whore he is
still employed.

Mr. Burrough's career in the fire extin.
guishing ana life-saving line began in 1852,
when he joined what was then known as
the Red Jacket hoso company.

Wheon the war of the repellion broke out,
however, a fire of patriotism became
kindled in young Burrough’s heart which
he made no attempt to extingunish, Later,

whon Presidont Lincoin called for troops,
ho was among the first of the volunteors to
onlist, He becamo a member of Sleepor's
10th Mnssgthuwus Battery, which saw
service under Gouerals Grant, Hancock,
Hooker and Birney,

Billings' history of the war devotns nearly
a chapter to a most daring act of Fireman
Burrough,

ISAAC M. BDURROUGH,

t was at the battle of Weldon railroad,
after the Union forces had been defoated.
Thirty-three of the battery’s men had been
taken prisoners by ého rehels, when sud.
denly aurrou{;h and_a companion found
themselves aione with their cannon on the
field. Those of their forces who had not
baen captured or killed by tho enemy had

_retreated to a safer territory,

Asquad of the enemy under command of
a sorgeantapproached the two, the sergeant
shouting: *We'll take this gun, Ireckon.”

“You take this first,”” sharply retorted
Burrough, and with astonishing quicknoess
he loaded the cannon with a gharge of can-
ister, and fired it into their midst. Thecon-
fusion which this occasioned gave the two
{nen timo to retreat, and they escaped cap-

Uure.

After the war Mr. Burrongh again became
a member ot the Red Jacket hose com{)any
romaining as such till the reorganization of
the Charlestown firg department, when le
was ussigned to hook and ladder company
No.1. This wasin the days of the old hand
pumps, .

Mr. Burrongh remjombers well the arrival
of the news of the invention of the steam
fire engino, and later, when the first trial
was made with one in Boston. how they
were ridiculed as impracticable and an ex-
pensivo folly,

When Charlestown was annexed to Bos-
ton, in 1874, hook and ladder company No,
1 became No. 9, and up to todav Mr. Bur.
rough has remained an active member,
missin? hardly a call, never receiving a
penny from the rehef fund.

Above all, he has been remarkably lucky
in that wiule he took part in several of the
most important battles of the civil war, and
since then has been engagod for more or
less of his time in the dangaerous occupation
of fichting fire, he has never met with a
severe accident,

.8oon after the war Mr, Burrough was mar-
ried, and 83 a result of this anion hastwo
childron, Grace, who married Mr. George
Wentworth, a well-known contractor and
builder av Brighton, and George Stetson
Burrmleh.

Mr. Burrough is a valned member of Post
11, G. A, R., of Charlestown, and also o
Bunker Hiil Lodge, Odd Fellows.

He resides at 28 Walker st,, Charlostown.

Chief I’oge of the Charlesiown depart-
ment speaks in the highest terms of Mr.
Burrough. According to tho same au-
thority Burrough has seen theday when, 1n
the chief’'s own words, 'the fellow who
could stand up against him was a good
aoneo

In tho days of tho old hand engines to bo
n good fighter was one of the principal requi-
sites of a fireman, and thore are not a fow
in Charlestown today who will remember
some of the lively scrimmages in which
*Ike,” as he was then called, took a promi-
nent part. X )

Going on the retired list, Mr, Burrough
will receive half pay.
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