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DGTAVIUS DONNELL
DIES AT AGE OF 67

0ld Boston Fireman Who
Invented “Drop Hitch.”

Harness Device Adopted by Fire
Departments of the World,

Special Dispntch to the Globe.

BRYANTVILLE, Oct 2-Octavius Don-
nell, @ pensioner of the Boston Fire
Lepartment and the inventor of ithe
sdrep hateh™ harness now in yse m Fire
Departments throughout the world, is
Cexd at his home here, aged 6i. His
frneral will take place Tuesday at 1
p m  te is survived by h:is wife and
two sons, one ot the latter being loecal
fite chief. Fred Donnell, the other son,
§s . Roston newspaperman.

Mr Donnell was a member of Monti-
celio Lodpe, A. O._U. W, Co K; 1st New
Hampshire Heavy Arullery and Post
14, (5 A, It. of Charlestown. He was
a me nber of the Boston Fite Depart-
neent 26 years, <erving the entire time

fir the Charlestown district. He was
titst avppointed to Engine Company 2,
it most of lus service was with Engine
Companv I

He was appointed engineer of the lat-
ter company on June 17, 1892, and served
in that capacity until he was pensioned
on Fedb 21, 1908, Me was forced to retire
Lecause of his injuries when crushed
between the apparatus and the door of
the enginehouse.

It was while he was a fireman on En-
gine Company 22 that lLie mvented the
“drop hitch” for harnesses. He had re-
ceived permission from his captain to
tunker with some old harnesses about
to be disearded, as he hoped to invent
some wny of saving time in hitching
horses in responding to an alarm.

His efforts tinally resulted in the
*drop hiteh,” so-cailed, by which the
harness is suspended from the ceiling
and then dropped on a horse's back and
fastened in place almost instantly by
means of snap catches. It resulted in
the saving of many minutes i{n the ap-
paratus getting to a fire.

The “‘drop hitch’ was first put in use
in the quarters of Engine Company 32.
Shortly afterward a commission from
T.ondon was in Boston inspecting the
Fire Department, and its members were
shown the new mvention. On thelr re-
turn to London they reported what a
wonderful time-saver the ‘‘drop hitch™
was, and as a result London officially
adopted it in 1ts Fire Department.

1t was not yntil London had adopted
it, however, that the city of Boston
adopted it in all its fire houses.. It is
now in. use in every dvilized country
where horses are used in a fire depart-
ment. It was neler pat€ated by Mr
onnell, however, and he never received
any profits from its use.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



