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FEARLESS BOSTON FIREMEN

! Who Take All Kinds of Chances

A SERIES OF PERSONAL STORIES,

CAPT DENNIS J. DACEY
ENGINE 45

“In my X years as a member of the
Boston Fire Department I have had
many close cdlls. One in particuiar oc-
curred at the Cnion -Wharf{ tire Ia
Marclh, 1901

“Late one dark mmght 1 1esponded to
an alarm, and when we arrnei av tiae
fire we found 1t was in 4 storage warc-
house tllled with cotion, wool and other
mfiammable goods.

“We took u line around to the rear
of the builows. The flames were shoor-
ing out on all sides and wg were unuble
to deternmine the condition of the walis.
Wie had been playing our Siream there
only a short time when the walls col-
‘apsed, coming down upon us. My fre |
hat was crushed and my head clit open, |
ond T was rendered unconscious, vemng
nearly bured i the debrie,

* Members ot Caeaucal t came to the
rescue and dug me oui. 1 was senat 1o
the Massachuserts <ewneral :ospital and
remained there three » cess Had ft not
Leen . for a hency vsan abure me that
orohe the all o1 he wail 1 should not
be here to tell tne story.

"1 Iiad an oaeiunT une at the ﬂe.erc{
tloyse fire o few vears o0, When 1 ar-
rivea 1 haa the tadders 1un up in trmz:i

! ine Lotel. Ther soveral persons cried
Ul that guests wer2 tnng to escape !
"rom the rear. W\ e abandoned vur lad-
cers o faant and nade for the rear, !
where We ran up 1idders and rescuad 20
persons who cerialnty would have l)eenl

CAP'L DENMNIS

J

burned to death had,they remained a
few moments longer.

“A sad accident occurred to one of
our mer He Jost his footing and tell a
aiztance of 15 feet amd was umpaled on
an Jron fente. lie was John leppen-
nurger of LEngine * and was mn the
hospital almest a vear with his in-
suries,

“At the time of the Chelsea fire 1 was
with Engine 6 and that <was the first
rompany to arrite at the fire from Bos-~
ton proper. Several times we were
hemmed in by the Hames on all sides,
and it look at uimes as it we were
done for. but we always managed to
cet out of a tight place. tinally my
eves were burned so badly from the in-
tense heat that T had to be treated by
= doctor and sent home. -

Capt Denms J. Dacey joined the

de-
Partment April 17, 189. A

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



