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DISTRICT OF MANY FIRE ALARMS.

Horses of the Fourth, Which is Under the
to the Clang of the Bells—Events in
- Headed Fire-Fighter—Engine Co

Al
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HE winter campaign of fire fight-

E ing which has begun already will

~-be a strenuous one for the 4th
district of Boston, the apparatus’ of
which will respond to as many alarms
of fire in one of the winter months as
many of the out-of-town companies
will do in a year

The 4th district is under the \com-
mand of District Chief Henry A. Fox,
one of the buslest firemen iN America
Chief Fox is one of the directors ot the
Magsachusetts state firemen's assocla-
tion. Chief Mullen previously held this
position, and it was to the vacancy
caused by his retirement that District
Chief Fox wag elected

The board of directors of the various
state firemen’s assoclations have the
conttol and direction of the topics to
Le discussed at the annual conventions,
and it is upon these addresses and dis-
cusstong that all advancement in meth~
ods of fire fighting primaiily depends.
During his term of service on the board
of directors Chief Mullen was instru-
mental in bringing forward topics ot
abgorbing interest, the association of
his name with which has made his rep-
station country wide. Chief Fox bids
talr to follow In the footsteps of his
predecessor.

T'he fourth fire district of Boston has
the vatuauon, 1f not the area, of some
entio cities. It has the worst build-
ings mn the city, and hasg probably had
fewer improvements in recent years
than any other section.

Comprising as it does the North and
West Ends of the clty, it is easily the
niost densely populated section, yet it
also inecludes a lgige part of the busi-
ness district. The district compiises ail
that part of RBoston bounded on the
north and east by the Charles 1iver and
the water front, and in other dliections
hv a hne drawn from the water front
up State st, through Devonghire, Water,
washington, School, Beacon, Charles
and Pinckney sts to the Charles 1lver.
I containg three engine companies, two
ladder trucks, a chemcal engine and a
water tower, besides wagons for coal,
and for the hose used with the auxul-
fury high pressure, salt water systen.
The headquarters of the chief s at
Engine company No. 4. The apparatus
of this house has g clear run to Scollay
s, down Howard from Bulfinch st. The
bouse ig located in the center of the
hazeedous sectlon,

The horges of No. 4 do more running
in a vear than any others in New Eng-
Isnd In enarge of the house is the
company commander of the engine,
Capt Willlam 12, Rilev, widely hnown
{(w yezrs ago as a wonderful player in
semi-professional baseballl, Now he is
better known ameng firemen for his
ability as a Jeading fire nghter.

‘The Hentenant of engine t is Thomas
¥1. Downcey, 1ecently promoted after
maring 4 sensational rescue in the
North End. The diiver*and senior hoge-
nan 1s “Jack” Keltey, and the engine
is cared for by engincers W. M Ilil-
dretic and A. A, Hait

Tue company 18 a tast one, including

steh welleknown hosemen as  “Ned'
Locke, “Sallot” Burke, *Bill”  Bou-
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Command of District Chief Henry A. Fox, Run Often in Response
the Career of thé Chief, Who is Widely Known as a Fearless, Cool-
mpanies of the Fourth District, Their Commanders and Their Men.
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dreau, the artist; Jhim Connelly, the
‘Smoke IMfend,” and a number of others
destined to lead {n fire-fighting for
years, Arthur Helman drives the wag-
on and “Tommy” Callahan the distiict
chicf. Hosemen Norman R, Doyle, Ju-
lius II. Cutler and Daniel E. Murphy
are also of this compuny.

Chemical 1, located in this house, is
unquestionably the bLusiest piece of ap-
paratus in New KEngland, doing four or
flve times as much running as the en-
ave departments of some citles. Lieut
Vietor H. Richer commands, and is
ably seconded by the veteran smoke
chewers James F. Trainor, Joseph I?
Humphreys and James J. Kane.

\Water tower 1, in the saume house, is
under the command of Lieut Charles
11 Long, one of the most eapetienced
uperators of this kind of apparatus In
the country. IIis senfor man, “Johnny"
Willlams, is fully equal to the emergen-
¢y in the lleutenant’s absence, and In
time will no.doubt have a tower of his
own He has handled the tower during
some of its most hazardous trials.
Tromasg F. Tyons drives the big ma-
chine.

Engine No ¢, in this district, Is m
Leverett st. It 1s in command of Capt
1' A. Sweeney and Lieut I, J. Lacey.
The senior man is the battle-searred
veteran, George IB. Darragh, and in thg
absence of the otficets his work has
often been commended by the district
chie{ Sylvester A, Keaney handles the
tdns, and the engine Is cared for by
engineers Charles I Elgesser and the
popular John F. McDonough. *Patsey”
Wall has driven the wagon with marked
suceess for many years. The rest of the
company are kEd. 8. IlIumphreys, T. W,
Roose, P. Muollo, A. 1. Johnson, C. W.
Murphy and J. 8, Farley.

Engine 8 is i Salem »t, the center of
the crowded North End tenement house
digtrict. Capt John I 1lines cemmands
and he is ahly seconded by Lieut Wil-
ham J. Lalley and senfor hoseman
“IMlorrie” Sulllvan This company has
huad more experlence in handling cases
of burns and other injures than any
other company 1n the city. Senior hose-
man Sullivan is one of the most_expe-
1ienced men downtown, and the rest of
the men give him all the backing he
requires. Walter Green and Mike Ten-
nthan handle the reins and enginecrs
Peter J. Corrigan and William P Ke-
hoe are 1esponsible for the engine.
Hosemen Lewls Shekle, J. W. Fix, R.
G Lawless, C. J. Sullivan and W. I
Carroll complete the company.

Ladder 1 and' ladder 24 are also in
this distiici. Ladder 24 is of the com-
bination type, “pecially designed with
a view to quick woirk in the tenement
section, where ladders may be of the
utmost service at any moment. The
Hghuness of the truck enables it to
overcome the steep grades of Beacon
Hill at any depth of snow. Iieut Mor-
1is W, Galvin commands and the lad-
dermen are Senfor ladderman M J.
Riley and ladderman T, J. Cuvanagh.
T, J Fitzgerald, M. J. Murphy, Frank
Patrick, John 3 Reagan and Martin J.
Callahan,

Ladder 1 is in Ifend st. near Hay-

market sq. It responds to everything
downtown, which makes {t, with the
possible exception of ladder 8, the busi-
est truck in New England. Truck 1 i3
commanded by Capt Edward J. Shal-
low, and In his absence by Lieut Mi-
chael F. Stlva. Capt Shallow has the
rehutation of being one of the greatest
laddermen ‘n the United States. Under
his direction the truck has many times
earned country~wide laurels for rescues
of the utmost difficulty. The names of
the gther laddermen are Henry J. Kelly,
P. J. Doherty, P. T. Buckley, J. H.
Andreoli, C. J. Foley, C. J. Fleming,
C. J. Meehane, Gaifield La Plante. Pills-
pury Fickett handles the reins

The large number nf fire alarms re-
gponded to by the apparatus is chiefly
due to the central logation of the dis-
trict, which enables ald being sent at
short notice to any part of the eity.
Last Boston and Charlegtown is re:
sponded to on every second alarm, anc
some of the apparatus goes as far as
Brighton on a third alarm. From what-
ever section of the city alarms may
come some of the engines move when
there is any fire. Every alarm after
the first necessitates the 1110v£ng" of
much apparatus in order to Hcover,” SO
that no part of the city shall remain

rotected,
ux’ll‘phe number of fires attended by the

men and apparatus of this district
naturally makes it an excep‘tlonalry
fine training ground for fire fighters.
That this is true is evident from the
great numher of commanders who have
been promoted from the ranks of thig
district. The late Chief of Department
Cheswell served the greatest part of
his life §n this distiiet, as have the
present deputies. Senfor Deputy John
Grady, Junior Depyty Peter F. Me-
Donough and the present district chief,
Henry A, Yox,' and Capts Sheeran,
Miteholl and Lawler.

District Chief Henry A. Fox was born
{n Boston, Nov 18, 1863, recelvert his
education in the public schools and
was appointed to the fire force Oct 15,
1886. He was made a lleutenant June
30, 1595, made captain Oct 26, 1000, and
received ghe rank of distriet chief
March 9, 1906 Chief Fox has served in
engine company 4, Bulflneh st, engine
company 28, Mason st; enugine com-
pany 25, ¥Fort Hill sq; enginé company
6, Leverett st. Thirteen years of his
service was spent in Fort Hill sq. For
many years he was Known as one of
Boston’s best reinsmen. Subsequently
he spent slx yeats in command of en-
gine company 6, and for the last four
vears and a half he has been in com-
mand of the “4th distrjct, with head-
quarters at engine 4.

Chief I"ox hag been severely injured
on several occastions. TFeb 2, 18%, a
copper gutter fell on him fiom the
sixth story of the Sears bullding, sev-
ering the ligaments of his neck and so
injuring him that he still suffers from
the blow. On that occasjon his life
was saved by his flre helmet. But his
helmet could not save him Aug 25
1898, when with 18 others he was blown
down the stalrway at the Arch-st fire
by a tremendous explosion, and for

geveral months thereafter was swathed
in bandages and in extieme danger of
losing his lfe. He was several times
overcome by smoke.

Despite his skill ag a 1einaman, brok-
en axles have played Chief Fox false
many times. Both he und hig driver
have been hurled from the buggy twice,
but these are but incidents in a strenu-
ous life. With the life and his district
the chief is as pleased as muny an-
other would he with a slnecue, e has
implicit confidence In the men under
Rim. As he expresses {t. “There fxn'v
a cockle heart in the outfit!” And in
turn his men swear by him, and refuse
to believe that he hag an equal as a
sclentific fire fighter,

The Albany.st fite of lust summer af-
forded Chief Fox a great opportunity.
Just at the time when that fire threat-
cned to sweep the city, another fire
broke out down town Practically every
Iwece of Boston's fire-fighting machin-
ery was engaged When the second
outbreuak was reported to Deputy Chief
John Grady, who commanded at the big
Llaze, he immediately ordered Chief
Fox to go to the scene of the second
tite and do the best he could.

Alarms were sounding thick and fast,
and not, a plece of Boston's magnificen.
fire apparatus could be spared fiom Al
hany st. Without doubt, when Chie:
¥ox picked up the refns to repair to his
post and take charge of the threatened
conflagration without any apparatus
but what the good will or outside citles
might send, he confronted a most per-
plexing problem.

How with such materinl as he could
find, or arrived slowly, he held the fire
apd finally subdued it, is now part of
the history of American fire fighting,
and has given him a reputation that is
country wide. His motto has always
been: ‘Everything for fire, and nothing
for show.”

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



