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To the Honorable Mayor and Aldermen :
GENTLEMEN :

In conformity with Section 8th of the Fire Ordinance, I herewith lay
before your Honorable Board, a list of the Officers and Members attached
to the Boston Fire Department, with their ages and residences ; also the
Apparatus under their charge, and its condition, the number of fires the
past year, with the losses and insurance on the same. Also, the Reser-
voirs, Hydrants, and other resources from which water can be obtained
in case of fire, also the Fire Ordinance, and Rules and Regulations of
the Department.

The Department has been called out during the year .ending o.nr?
.23/

thirty-first day of August, one hundred and sixty-four times. z

The amount of loss by fire, as far as could ined, is $25PedO
and the insurance on the same $238,719. » ?

The Engines and Apparatus are all in good order, the Department
prompt and efficient. Within the year past some improvements have been
made, in the apparatus, one of which was placing one of the Engines and
Hook and Ladder Carriages on springs, which I think will be a great
saving in the repairs, &o., &o.

The Houses in which the Apparatus is kept bave lately been re-
paired, with few exceptions, and are now in good order; but would
recommend that Engine No. 7, now located in Purchase street, be re-
moved from that part of the city, the situation being such that it will be
impossible to keep together a good and efficient Company.

I would also recommend that Hose Company No. 8, which now oceu-
pies a part of the building with Engine Company No. 6, located on Wall
street, be removed in the vicinity of Brighton street.

A new Engine and House are being built for Engine Co. No. 14, to
be located on Fourth street, between K and L street, South Bosion Point.
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A new House is also being built for Engine Co. No. 18, on Chelsea
and Bennington streets, East Boston, the Company now oocupying tem-
porarily a building on Chelsea street.

Within the past year a house was built for the Steam Fire Engine
Miles Greenwood, at the City stables, on Harrison Avenue, the Com-
pany oonsisting of ten men, who received the same pay as other members
of the Department, also an Engineer at the rate of $800 per year, and a
Fireman, $1.50 per day. The Company was disbanded on the 1st of
August last.

During the past year the services of this Engine have not been required,
but the Company has several times been called out for drill, and the
machine has only on one or two occasions given satisfaction. I think the
machine is much too heavy, her weight being between sxvEx and mremT
ToN8, but would recommend Steam Fire Engines of a smaller size, and
that one be built immediately, and located in the neighborhood of Pearl
street.

GEORGE W. BIRD,

Chief Engineer B. F. Dept.

ENGINEERS.

CHIEF ENGINKER.

GEORGE W. BIRD, . -. . 16 Indiana Place.
ABSIBTANT ENGINEERAS.
CHARLES 8. CLARK, . . 82 Snowhill street.
JOSEPH DUNBAR, . . . 80 Prinoeton street.
NATHANIEL W. PRATT, . . 2 Gooch street place.
DAVID CHAMBERLIN, . . 41 Albany street.
DAVID C. MELOON, . . 58 Linooln street.
RICHARD 8. MARTIN, . . 138 Charles street.
GEORGE F. HIBBARD, . . 71 Fourth street, 5. Boston.
ZENASE SMITH, . . . b Jefforson street.
OTIS N. MARSTON, . . . 1 Malden place.

FREDERICK A. COLBURN, Secretary.






















































