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" THEPE

CONSTITUTION, &,

"T'HE nomerous advantages'which fo-
ciety derives from inftitutions calculated to
diffufe: the. principlesof benevolence, have in- -
duced thofe whofe names are hereafter writ-
tem, to form themfelves into'a body, by the
name of THE MASSACHUSETTS CHAR-
ITABLE FIRE SO€IETY : the defign of
* whieh is, to relieve fuchas may fuffer by fire ;
ahd-to ftimulate genius to ufefut difcoveries,
tefding to fecure the lives and' property of .
our fellow men : and in order for'effattual-
Ijtarrying our defigns into executiong we-
engage to obferve the following Artietes; asa:
Confhtutlon, v1z
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Society fhall think them deferving of their
charity ; and to reward the induftry and
ingenuity of thofe who may invent ufeful
machines for cxtmgmfhmg fire, or make
fuch difcoveri¢s for preventing its devafta-
tions, as fhall be \"hou;ght worthy of their pat-
ronage.

ARTICLI:. IL.

Thm Souety fhall have a Government,
confifting of a Prefident, a Vice Prefident,
and a board of eight Truftees,a Treafurer, a
Recordmg, and a Correfpundmg Sccretary

ARTICLE 11

There fhall be two mcetmgs of this'So-
ciety in ‘every year; both: of which fhall
be held in the town of Bofton ; viz. one,
on the Friday next following the laft Wednef-
day-inc May.; and the chcr, on the thu'd
' Wednefday in November, L

ARTICLE IV.'
The Government of ' this Soviety fhall be
chofen ampually at their meeting ' m the

month of May,- by *im members at large, and,
by wmtcn yores, :

ARTICLE
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ARTICLE. V.

- At any meeting of this Society, or of the
QGovernment thereof, in cafe of the abfence
of the Prefident and Vice Prefident, the Trea-
furer for the-time being fhall prefide : and
the Prefident th~ll not be allowed a vote in
any inftance, unlefs there fhall be a tie of
the other members ; in which cafe he fhall
have it in his power to give a cafting vote.

.~ ARTICLE VL

The Prefident fhall have power to call fpe-
cial meetings of the Government of this Soci-
ety, and by their advice a meeting of the So-
ciety at large, whenever bufinefs, in their o-
pinion, fhall be of fuch importance as to re- |
quire it. | |

ARTICLE VI
Once in every year, viz. on the Friday next
following the laft Wednefday in May, a Pub-
lick Difcourfe, Expreffive of the advantages arif-
ing from Charitable Inflitutions, fhall be deliv-
ered before the Society, by fome perfon to be
appointed by the Government for that pur-
pofe ; at which time a colleCtion fhall be

mace for the benefit of the Socicty’s funds.

Ag ARTICLE
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ARTICLE VIIL

A record of all the proceedings of this So-
clety, and of the Government thereof, Ihall be
kept by . the Recording Secretary, and fhal)

from time to time be laid before the »Soc;ety
at their ftated meetings. -

ARTICLE IX.

" The Government of this Socmty fhall be
vefted with power to grant premiums, or
- charitable donations ; and to aét on all bu-
finefs pert2ining to the Society.

ARTI("LE X.

The intereft only, arlﬁng from the Socxe-

ty’s funds, {hall be applied to charitable our-
pofes, and the payment of frch premiume as
-are calculated to further the benevolent prin-

ciples of this Inftitution.

ARTICLE XL
The Treafurer fhall give good and fuffi-
cient bonds, with {ureties in fuch penalty as
the Government may direct, for the faithful
performance of his duty ; and particularly
to account for, and pay over, all monies that
may come to his hands : and he fhall net

pay
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pay away any of the Society’s money with.
out an order froin the Prefident, counterfign-
ed by the Recording Secretary, direting him
1o todo. The Treafurer fhall keep a true
and yuft account of all the money he may re-
ctive, and all that he may pay away, in dol-
lars and cents ; and the famefhall be laid be-
fore the Society at their ftated meeting held-
in the month of May. |

. ARTICLE XI.
. Nao.perfon fhall be eligible for the office of

Treafurer more than three years fucceflively 5
and in cafe of the removal of the Treafurer
from his office, by death, abfence, indifpofi-
tion, or otherwife, the Prefidenit thall fill the
office of Treafurer until his return, or anoth-
eris chofen, ~ * S

" ARTICLE XIIIL .

Any perfon who wifhes to become a mem-
ber of this Inftitution, may make application
to the Recording Secretary, or either of the
‘Truftees, who fhall lay the fame before the
Government at their next meeting, and his
‘name fhall then be recorded, and he fhall
from that time be confidered as a member.

A 4 ARTICLE
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Nmpnaany

ARTICLE X1V.

~ Each member, on being ad rmtted Ihall
pay into the hands of the Freafurer, one dol-
lar and fifty cents, or fuch Jarger fim ashe may
pleafe, and at each ftated meeting of the So-
ciety the fum of ffty cents ; which fhall be

approprlated to the benefit of thz Sometys
funds.. v | | -

A-RTICLE XV.
The Tresiurer and Secretaries - fhall each
be allowed ‘fuch compenfation for thes fer-
viges as- thr Governmcm may think proper,.

A R T 1 C L E XVI .

'Notice fhall be given, by the Recoxdmg
Secretary, of every meeting of this Society, ia
two of the Bofton News Papers, at leaft, fous-
teen days prlor to the tlmc of thelr coming to-

. gethcr

ARFICLE XVIL

Once in ever 'y three years.a book ﬂmaH be
_‘prm.ted containing the Rules and Regula-
tions of thig Society ; a catalogue of its mem-
bers ; the {ums they may fubfcrlbe' and an

account. of all the donatlons that may br, Te-
ccived
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ceived in the aforefaid term, together with
'the names of the donors, and fuch other pa-
pers as the Government may judge req mﬁt\,.

. ARTICLE XVIIL
Any perfon belonging to this Socuety, who
fhall refufe to obferve ,the,gl}lc;s and Regula-
tions of the fame, and continue fo to do for
three years, fhall not after that time be con-
ﬁdcred as a member. S |

ARTICLE XJX .

If at any time hereafter the Confitution
of this Society fhall be found defective and
inadequaté to the purpofe of well governing
the fame, the Society fhall then choofe a com-
mittee, of not lefs than feven perfons, to re-
vife and-amend it ; and theamendments thus
made, fhall be laid before thk Society at their
next ftated meéeting, for their approbation ;
and if approved by a mmajority of the mem-
bers then prefent, they fhall be adopted, and
not otherwife.

ARTICL E XX.

The Society’s money, whenever there fhall
be one hundred dollars on hand, fhall be veft-
ed in fuch publick funds, as the Government
thereof fhall dire&, until the Society fhall
otherwife order.




The GOVERNMENTforthe

Year 1794
Hon. Mofes Gill Eﬁ; Prgﬁdmf
Hc}Ex:lqueS;ge Rlchards Minat, ,,. L Prgﬁ'Jeﬂr
Dr. Oliver Smith, - Dreafurer.
Mr. William Alline,  Recording Sew
cretary.
Rev. James Freeman, Correfponding
-~ Secretary.
Hon. James Bowdom, Efo
John Lucas, Efg, }
William Tudor, Elq.
Col. William Scollay, Y Trufees.
Vacant, - |
Mr. Arnold Welles,
Mr. Jofhua Thoras, |
Mr. Shubael Bell,




SUBSC

N\ AR. William Alline,
Mr. Berjjamin Ames,

Mr. Willian,

Mr. Danie! canitin,

My, Samuel Barton,
Mr, Jofiah Batcheldor,
Mr. Jofeph Buxter,

Rev. Jeremy Belknap, p. .

Mr. Shubael Bell,

Mzr, Eparaim Bell,
Caleb Bingham, a. m.
Mr. Edward Biake, jun.

Hon, Jameas Bowdoin, Efq. -

Mr. John Bridge,

Mr. John Bright,

Mr, Andrew Brimmer,
Thomas Bulfinch, M. De
Charles Bulfinch, a, »m.
Mr. George Burroughs,
Mr. Matthew Butman,

Mr. Peter Cades

Mr. Jofeph Calendar, jun,
Mr. Ifaac Cazneay,

Dr. Abijaix Cheever,

Mr. William T, Clap,
Rev, Johr Clarke,

Mr. Edward Cole,

— -

RIBERS NAMES.

Sums Subfcribed

at Admaflion.
-~ Deil, Cems,
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SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES,

Mr. Jofeph Coolidge,
Mr. William Coolidge,
Mr, John Cotton,
Mr, Allen Crocker,
Mr. William Crofby,
Thomas Cufhing, Efq,

Amafa Davis, Efq,

Hon. Thomas Dawes, Efq,
Mr. Benjamin Dearborn,
Mr, James Smith Deblois,
Mr. Jofeph Dickman,
Mr. John Dodge,

Mr, John G, Doubleday,

Mr, Jofhua Eaton,
Mr, William B, Eaton,

- Mr, Ebenezer Eaton,

Rev, Jofeph Eckley, . ».
Mr, Peter Edes, .
Mr, Abrahamn Edwards,
Mr. Calvin Ellis,

Mr. Jacob Emmons,

Mr, Samuel Ethridge

Dr. John Fleet
John Fox, A, M.
Rev. James Freeman

Mr, Joel Gay,

Hon. Mofes Gill, Efq,
Mr, Jofeph Gleafon,

Mr. Samuel Greenough,
Deacon Richard Gridley,
Mr. Richard Gridley, jun,

Mr. Benjamin K. Haggar,
Mr, Caleb B, Halj,

Doll, Cenn,
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