REGULATIONS,

FOR THE
Zeffevgon Five Socicts,

IN CHARLESTOWX,

Instituted January, 15C7,
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PREAMBLE.

\"g’ E, the subscribers, feeling sensible of the abiigaiicn we ace
ander to each other for the security of our lives an? property,
am:i conceiving ourselves at all times exposed to tie listressing
~alamities of fire, have agreed to unite ourselves inte. . Lo

{or the purpose of better securing to each other t.c rodusiinmn

e
¥

uf our industry and enterprife : we therefore agrae to Cintin -0
oursclves by the name of ‘The TFeffergon Fice Saocisrpy and
wienever the deveouring clement way call us iute sction, et
us endeavor, by every exertion in our power, to soscue the hives
ani property of oursclves and fellow citizens from (s deve. sivy:
influence.

If any incitemcnt be necessary to animate us ie i discloge
af our duty to each other, and to the world, let u- =it
miand the distressing circumstances of our ancesivnr:, ot the (1o
they beheld their habitations in Rames, and thcuselves sedsing
from the awful scene, to reek a shelter for their wives enl Lilie
dren among strangers. May we keep in view the precious nem-
ory of those sages, who toiled and bled in freedom’s cause ; unid
strive to prove ourselves not unworthy of the prize, whici: ther
so dearly purchased ; and endeavor, so faras cireu:.::.ance- .oay
admit, to follow their exam[ile in alleviating the distrosse: "
manity, by the works of charity and henevolence v iile ot
as faithful disciples of those, who s0 megnanin.ci-. wt . v oL
{he instractive lessoa of republican virtue, '
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RULES AND ARTICLES.

AxTicur 1. .H iis Society shall consist of a number
not exceeding Thirty-five ; and-no person can be admit-
ted und:r the age of twentyv-one years, or belongmg to
any othier Fire Society, or Engine company.

The Quarterly Meetings shall be on the last Mondays
in January, April, July and October.

REGVLATION OF MEETINGS.

ART. 2. The Roll shall be called half an hour after
‘e time afiixed for each mecting, and at the closing of
:he same. A fine of twelve and a half cents ghall be in-
corned for absence &t each roll call; inaddition to which,

usent members shali pay their proporiisn of the current
oxpense of the membiers present.

None but members shail be admitied at any meeting,
but by permission of the President; and no member
withdvaw {rear any meeting, but by the same permission,
aud his setting with the Cierk, under penalty of One
Dollar, in additdon to the above.

Due respect shall be paid to the presiding officer, at all
mectings, and no member shall interrupt another, while

speaking.
Each meeling shall be closed at or before eleven

‘) CAOCIS, Po 310
ELECTION OF OFFICERS,

ART. 3. A President, Treasurer, and Clerk, shall be
chosen by ballot, on the last Monday in January, annu-
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atly ; two thirds of the votes of the mermbers pic:aie o
cessary {o make a choice. A Clerk thus choser, mey
be cxemypted that oftice for four years, by serving :a {he
office one year, or by paying a fine of T'wo Dollars.

The duty of the officers elected as above, wili o
mence immediately after the close of the mceting ¢
which they are elected.

The above clected officers shall conslitute a Cu.umi
tee, for determining the validity of all excuses for the
rnon-payment of fines and assessments.

PRESIDENT’S DUTY.

ARt 4. At all meetings of the Saciety, in th: w
sence of -the President, the Treasurer shall preside ; i
his abscoce, @ Moderator shall be chosen from amon:
the members present, and the presiding officec shall be
enfitled to a casting vote; and it shall be his duty v
sanction all bills in behalf of the Society.

It shall be the duty of, the President to call & cpect?
meeting of the Society, whenever requested by an appi’
cation, in writing, signed-by five of the members ; ik
wise, in the abseuce or inability of the Clerk, t¢ ~pioin:
one pro tem. )

TREASURER'S DUTY.

ArT, 5. It shall be thz duty of the T'reasures t0 re-’
ceive all monies belonging to the Society, from the
Clerk ; to keep a fair and regular account of the same .
to pay it out by order of the President, or direciion ¢
the Society, keeping his accounts always suhject fo the
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speciion of tha mambers; and to report the stafe of the
au‘.L, chen recucsted by vote of tiwe Society. He shall
deiiver his szecessor in ollice all the property of the Se-
dely in D3 nossesaton.

CLERI'S DUTY.

AnT. 5. It shell be ihe duty of the Clerk fo kesp &
zir rectn of ail the deings of the Society ; to collect all -
mosies due tihe Society, and pay the same to the Treas-
arer &l the close of cach Quarterly Meeting, faking his
~eceint therefor ;o keep a regular account of 211 monies
<t und received ; {c have every member notificd of
a0’y Quarterly Meeting, ot least four days, and of each

! mecting within such time as circumstances will
ainii, previous to the same, by leaving, or causing to be
ieft, @ Ticlet at his dwelling, on which shall be noted

ihe romoval and admission of any member, with the

ame or nozies of all eandidates for admission ; likewise

noting all wrvearages due. He shall notify two mem-
sers, in rotation, to atiend him in the examination of a
he cquipments of each member, and report the state
:hereof in writing. at each Quarterly Meeting. He shali
deliver to each L.sr:nber a book of Regulations, within
icn days aftee Lis admission.  He shall be excused from
«ll assessments while in office, and shall receive fifty
cents for filliag each register for members admitted, or
lor replacing thiose lost or defuced. Should sickness or
absence prevent his discharging any of the above duties,
he shall cause due notice of the same to be given to the-
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President. - He shall deliver to his sucecessor 1l oilices
the books and papers in his possession, belonging fo the

Society.
EQUIPMENTS AND DUTY AT FIRE.

-~ ArT. 7. Each member shall keép, in good orier, in
some conspicious place in his dwelling-house, two good
Leather Buckets, to be painted in uniform with the So-
eiety, two good Bags, one and half yard in lensth, 2nc
... three quarters yard in breadth ; both Buckets and Bag:
- 10 be marked with the owner's name in full; s good

“Bed-key and Belt. Bags, Bed-key and Belt, {o bc kep?

_ In the Buckets, nor shall he make any other use ol &is

Bags than that for which they are intended.

At the alarm of Fire, every member shall repair witi:
the above. equipments, to the place or dwelling of ke

member most in danger, and shall use his utmost cudeav-

ors, under ‘the direction of the owner (if present) to re-

" move, il necessary, and sccure the property, and see i:

returned.
MEMBER'S DUTIES.

Art. 8. Each member shall keep- a priated copy o
these Articles, with a connected register of all the me:-
bers’ names, and the situation of their houses, stcres o

‘shops, &c. for which he shall pay Two Dollars whken a¢

mitted. And when any member removes to any dweli-
ing, store, or shop, he shall inform the Clerk thereof, ir
writing, within six days after lns removal ; and eacs

member shatl. co:form his register there.o, previcez fo
&
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the opening of the succeediug meeting. When any meni-
ber shall lose or deface bis Book of Regulations, so as to
require a new onc, he may receive one, on am)hcat\on
{o the Clerk, by pavie saventy-Gve cents therefor.

ADMISSION AND DISCHARGE OF MEMBERS.

AzT. 9. Any person desirous of becoming a member
¢ this Society, may make application to the Clerk, and
~s:aad proposed from that time to the next meeting, at

wiich {ime he muy be admitted, by a bailot in his fa<
vor of three feurths of the members present, and he shail
e zliowed sixty days to procure his equipments. |

And anyone wishing to withdraw his membership,

siiall nake known to the President his request, in writing,
.adl by paying to the Clerk all asrearages, shall be en-
led teca dxs"harﬂ'e.

FORFEITURE OF MEMEERSHIP, |

ArT. 10. Any member absenting himself th:ree Quare:
‘erly Meetings successively, and rcfusing to give suffi--
cient excuse, or refusing to pay the Clerk, at least once
a yuar, all such fines and ussessments 2s may not be re-
.nitted, shall by vote be discharged ;—or becoming an
Ypgine-man, shall no longer be considered a member.
And any member who shall behave in an unbecom-
ing end diserderly manner, at any meeting of the Soci-
ety, shell, for the first offecce, be aimonished by the'
President, in open meeting ; and for the second, he may -
e forthwith expellegd, by vote of the Society.
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LOSS OF EQUIPMERTS.

Arr. 11. When a member may lose any of his equij-
ments at a fice, he shall make dilizent search fcr the
saine, and if not found within six days, he shall within
thirty days re-place such article, the expense of which,
on application to the President, in writing, at the nexi
meeling shall be defrayed by the Society; but if he
neglect to make apphcatxon as above stated, hc sheit
sustam the loss himself. -

| PENALTIES,
' 'ART. 12. The Treasurer, for the neglect of cach ORI~
ticular duty enjoined in the fifth Article, shall be sub-

Ject to a fine of one dollar.

The Clerk, for neglecting to keep a fair record of the
domgs of the Society, and a just account of the monice
"“due and received, shall be subject toa fine of two dollars.

For neglecting to give due notice of every meeting, |
fifty cenis for each member so neglected,

- J'or neglecting to inspect the equipments of members,
" au required, fifty cents each.

For neglecting to furnish a member with 2 Book with-
a m ten days ai'ter his bemg admxtted one dollar.‘

’
N . .

Mcmbcrs, subject to ﬂw follawmg Fines.
For deﬁcxency of Buckets and Bags, one dollar cach.
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For deficiency of Bed-key, fiity cents.
For deficiency of Belt, twenty-five cents. -
For want of uniformity in Buckets or Bags, 50 cts. eacli.
For converting his Bags to an improper use, one dollar. ;
For neglect of duty at a fire, three dollars.

For not produciag his Book, corrected, at tka request ol’
. the Clerk, at any meeting, twenty-five cenls. -

For peglecting to inform the Clerk of removals, ﬁﬁy cis:
For negleciing to attend the Clerk. in the inspection of

members’ cqumments,‘or providing a substitute, seveu-
. ty-five cents.

Tor any oiker want of conformify to lhe 1th and Sth
Artic cles, twenty-five cents.

RELIEF OF MEMBERS,

Arz. 13. When any member sustains a loss by fires
i shall be the duty of the President to ascertain the
amount, and report the same to the Soeiety,at their next:
meeting; and whatever the members agree (o assess, :
swbscribe, or contribute from their funds to his celief, it -
shall be recorded as a transaction of the Society.

ASSISTANCE TO WIDOWE.

ArT. 14. In the event of the decease of a member;
leaving a widow, during her widowhood she shall be en-
titled to the same protection and assistance that was due

%o her bushand while living ; she conforming herself to
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{ric veguiations of the Society, 80 far as {0 keep rier buck-
els, &c. in proper order, and giving information of hes
removals (o any membher, whose duty it shall Le to m-
form the Clerk thereof.
BEVIS[ON.

Art. 15. These Arlicles shall be subject {o revision
and alterations, whenever it shall be deemed necessary
by two thirds of the whole Sociely. But ne revision
or amendment shall be adopted in less than thirty days
alter it is uro')o.,eu, and oaly at a regular Quarterly
- Meeting. |

These Articles, revnsed from fornter oncs, were printed
. in their present l‘orm, and adopted by the Socielv ir
April, 1817 - - '
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