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NEARLY 100 EIRE COMPAMNIES FOUGHT THE
GREAT BOSTON FIRE 30 YEARS AGO TODAY.

Th

ton slm ‘ears ago todav o curred Boe-
lh”osgat fire. the accond largest o
- 1oL It started a few minutes

VIEW OF THE RUINS OF THE BOSTON FIRE

after 7 o'viock Saturday evening, Nov
9, 1972 from a cause never Known, it
# siv-story granite business block on
the southeast corner of Summer and
Kingston sts, and before it was checked
Sunday noon. Neov 10, it had swept
through ali that section bounded by
Summer, \Washington, Milk, Congress
State, Kilby and Oliver sts, to the
witer, covering 65 acres, destroying 76
buildings, 1 total loss of about $61.179,3v0
and 13 lives,

The largest conflagration in America
was that at Chicago, 111, Oel $-10, 1871,
which destroyed 17.450 buildings, cov-
ering 2124 acres. The total loss was
about $183.672,60. About 200 lives were

lost
1t required the fire departments of 23
tites and towns, 97 companies, 2148

enrolled firemen and hundreds of vol-
unteers 10 check the Boston fire and
extinguish the seeond large-flre in the
Shieve. Crump & Low building on thr
south corner of \Washington 2nd Sum-
mcr sts. which occurred at midnight
Sunday, Nov 10, from a gas explosion
due to the big fire. -

Tne story of the fire. of its rise and
brogress, has been published mans
Uimes, but that of the work serformed
by tne army of firemen, tae. serious
obstacles they had to contend with,
the iner"tient apparatus they used
when comnared with that of the pres
ent time, has never been vublished ex-
cept in fragmentary form in sire-serv-
tee publications,

The IBoston fire department at that
time consisted of 21 steum fire cngines,
10 hose, 7 ladder and 1 protective com-
pany. with two wagons carrving portu-
ble chemical fire extinguishers, manned
by a foree of 439 officers and men. The
chief of department, drivers and engi-
neers and stokers of engines were the
only full-paid permanent men in the
department. Al the assistant engineers
(mow district chiefs). company officers
und privates were call members.,

:ﬂl but threc of the steum fire engines
used were of the second-class, as they

NOV 9, 1872,

are now rated  The first-class machines,
all of the same size and pattert, Were
No, G of Boston, No, 4 of New Bedford
and Wauregan of Norwich, Conn. Onjy
No. 6 was in service at the fire until
after 1s progress was checlked,

There were no hose wagons then, and
only a few horse hose carrfages in the
Boston department. Most of the gagine
companies had small two-wheel hose
carts, or *‘jumpers.” as they were called,
which were attached to the rear of the
ergine. "T'he hose was lafd by hand,

‘The fire departments of many cities
and towns were ctippled at that time as
never bhefore or since with sick horses,
Some two weeks before the fire a horse
distemper known as the *‘eplzootic™
made its appearance from Canada, which
and prostrated nearly all the horses in
and out of the fire departments. and
fire apparatus as well as other Vvehicles
were drawn by hand or eattle, except
in very few instances.

The fire companies thea in the city
proper were: Engine I, Washington st.
near Dover; 4. Brattle sq; 6, Wall st; 7,
Euast st* 8, Salem st, and 10, Mt Verion
st; hose 1, Salem st; 2, Hudson st 2,
Neorth Grove st: 4. Northampton st; j,
Shawmut av. and §, Church st ladd=r 1,
Friend st, and 3, Harrison av and Ware-
ham st eatinguisher wagons 1. North
yrove st, and 2, Harrison av and Ware-
ham st.

John § Damreil was chief of the de-
partment. 11is assistants were W. A.
Green (subsequently chief), J. S. Jacobs,
John W. Regan. R, B. Farrar and G. W,
Clark in city proper, Zenas 15, Smith

and L. \W. Shaw. Sovth 1ind, Josepa

i Dunbar and Joseph Barnes, East Bos-

ton; George Brown, South Boston: Jas.

i Munroe, John Colligan and . ID. Allen,

Roxbury, and 8. H. Hibbard. Dorches-
ter: John Kennard, superintendent ot
fire alarm telegraph.

The water service was inadequate.

. This was the principal cause of the fire

becoming o conflagration. Had there
beun a sefficient supply of water the fire
would probably have been confined to
the section in which It originated, and
possibly prevented from crossing Sum-
mer st. The water main in that stroet

_was smali; and its water passage much

cortatded by long service. It conld sup-
ply only a few engines. Some engines
hal to 1elocata when in readiness to
work because of insuflicient water.

Johr M. Page, a policeman, sent in
the first alarm at 7:3 o’clock fiom box
82 at the corner of Bedford and Lincoln
sts. e also sent in the second at 7:28
o'clock, in accordange with generat or-
ders for policemen to send in a second
without orders from a fire departient
officinl, as now, whenever they dis-
covered a flre of any magnitude nhove
the second floor, The third he also sent
in by order of Assistant Engineer John
W. Regan.

The fourth, or general alaim, at 745
o'clock, was hy order of Chlef Damrell,
who soon after ordered a fifth, 1 two
alarms from box 123 at DBroadway and

Doichester av. Soulh Boston, at 8:17
and §:21, The (ifth and subsequent
alarms were to «all companies from

suburban cities and towns,

All alarms  were struck on many
tower hells throughout the citv, which
wers heard in suburban sections. There
was also an alarm 'from box 48 at the
font of Summer st at 10:08 o’clock, a2 to-
tal of eight alarms.

Union hosze company 2, which was
located in the Quiney schoglyard in
Hud<on st. was the first to start for the
firec and the first to get water on. It
started before the alarm was given
semd of {ts members having seen the
light. It had reached Harvard st when
the tirst blow of the fire alarm was
str1uck on the Quiney school bell.

Engine 7, then az now in Eudt st, with
rrotective compauny 1. then lccated in
the same station, and tie nearest ap.
jaratus to the fire, aleo started on a
stiil alarm, and bad just cleared the
dacr when the first blow on the station
gong was struck. It left its stuation
when hose 2 reached Harvard st.

Engine 7 was the Hrst to reach the
fire, but delay in getting to work lot
it the honors of first water. The order
to “Play away!” was given simultanc-
cusly by both these companies, but the
wiater of hose 2 came lirst bv a few
seconds. Roth played into the base-
nent of the bullding where the fire
originated.

The first out of town appatatus to
arrive was eugine 3 of Bast Cambridue
dt 8,12 ov'clock, followed by hose 3 of
Charlestown three wminutes later. From
that time until 10:30 o'elock Sunday
evaning, when engine 2 of New Haven,
Cconn, the lagt to arrvive, i1eached the
;’il,\. appariatus was constantly arnv-
hy

When the fire crossed Summer st the
watter sLpply hecame inadeavate to sup-
plv the engines located in that vicinity.
Ml the tire had reached too great a
magmitude for the Boston departinznc
to handle. Within an hour of its com-

mer coment, Chief Damreil sent tele-
graph nessages to many clties and

tewny within 50 miles of Boston for as-
sfetance.

Fhiere wete no telephones then, and
nany of the telegraph ofticeg outslide of
Boston closed at § o'clock. Several at-
tempes (o et a message to the chief at
Lowell were unsuccesstul, and no assisi-
anee came from that chity.  The fwo
rand engine companies of Wakefleld,
the Yale and Cyrus Wakelield, came in
over the road, drawn by hand, a dis-
tance of 12 miles, They were two hours
on route. Chief A. D. Drew of Water-
tewn walked six miles to the tire to
tcrdor the service of his department.

The longest continuous service ren-
dered by an out-of-town compiany was
1y the 'Figer 8 engine of Lawrence—from
118 o'clock Saturday night untit 3
o'clock Monday morning

Chief W. I Delano of Charlestown
was the Hrsi commander of » depart-
ment outside of Boston to tender assisi-
ance, vhich he Qid in person to Chisf
Damrell In Summer st, & few nunutes
before § o’cluck and within 40 minutes
ot the discovery of the fire. Many ten-
ders of assistance came from  chiefs
througkout New England on Sunday.
when the fire became known, but they
were not aceepted. The last to be ac
cepted was that from Chief A C. Hen-
drick of New Haven, Conn, at 10:30
o'clock Sunday forenoon., The apparatus
of this depiartment traveled the longest
dist.ne? of any at the fire, 160 miles.

In all 97 different fire companies of
Dostan and eleewhere responded (o the
numerous alarms and calls for assist-
ance. The hst of companies with their
location and time ot avrival, recentiv
ccmgaled. is as follows:

SATURDAY, NOVv o, P M

Engine 7. Eastst.......
Hase 2, Hulwon <t
Protective wagon 1, 1
Engine 4, DBrattle sq
Lanlder 1, Priemd st..
isxtinguisher wazen 1
flose 1, Salem s
Howe &, Chureh st
tlose bawmut av....
Wareham sto........
Eatinguisher wagon 2, Warenam st
i s &, Sulem st

vorth Greve st.... .

Washington and Dover o1«
Tremont <t

Eogine % Lust Boston.
Ladder 4, Eustis st..
Hose 8,
Engine 11, Last Boston
Ladder &, douth Beston.o......
ugine 1. South Beston,
Hose 4, Noarthampton sf.....
fline 19, Washington Village.
fingine Cabot st.......
Fuglue 1
amine
Lngine
meive

Laxt Caumbridge. .,
tarlestown.

Enstie 1, Charlestontio . oooioiees cnveeee
Huose 4, Charlestown..o.oae,
Engine 2, Cambridgeport. ..

Euplne 1, Cholsetteeiieeenaan,
Englze 18, Dorchester.. ...
Chels
Dy
Nepuns

Engine 20
Hore 3, elsea.. .
Fusine 1. Somerville....
Lugine 4, North Cambridg
Luglue 5, East Boston....
Eugine 18, Mattapan..
Loal. Oshornt taghoat
Enzine 1, Medford. ..
Enetne 1, Jamalea Plad
Lagine 2, Jamaien Plain.
Ludder 1. Jamaica 1
Ladder 1, Cambridze..
Contingent enzine, navy yard.
Hand engine 1, Brookline,
Hose 1, Brookline,.....
Lustder 1. RBrookline...
Engine 1, Malden...
Hose 6, East Boston...
Liaskler 2, st ostol
Huud engine 4, Readin,
Hose 1, Hide Park .o
Enghne 1, Nowtoho,ceeeennees
Iowe B, Malden.. .
Hand engine 1, W
Hand enzine 2, Wa
ingine 3, Luwrence......
fautne 2, West Newton....
Lngine 1, Hyde Park..........

SUNDAY, NOV 10, A M
Fngine, 1, Iynn c...veee o0
% o2

Ilo~e
Monitor engine, navy
Ergine 1, Woreestor ..
Lngine 3, Woreester ...,
Engine 1, I'roskdeme .
Engine 4, Providence .
Hase A, Woreester ..
Engine 1, Watertown o
Engzine 3, Portamouth,
Hose 2, Melrose
Culon engine, Wate
Engine 1, Walthim coeee covennresonces
Crgeine 1, Sonelam ..o-ee coivavaneones
SENDAY. NOV 10, ' M
Englne 6, Prosidence
Dnzine 1. Manehoster, N H ..o covnes
Horeelose enzine, Manchester, N Hoooo..
e 1. Manchester, N i
nzine 4, all Bonver ..
Loglne 1 New Bedford ..
2, Bidd-ford, Me
1. Nornilel, Cennt ..
3. Nornieh, Conn
arnleh Conv ..
Boglae 2, New Hasen Conps. ooove ooe
Ladder 6 of Dorchester was the only
company in the Ii)oston department not
in service at the fire. .
‘Tho tugboat l.ows Osborn of East
Ryeton, possessing a tire pump, was £ent
for by Chief Damrell for duty along the
w harves, where it rendered much ':gun-
ble service. The fireboat W. M. Flan-
ders. the first In America, which went
into secvice Jan 1. 187, was then in
process of construction. B
*rom its commmencement until its prog-
tese was checked at noon Sunday, 50
steam fire enmmes four hard engines, 19
hose and pine ltdder companies with ap-
Paratus wers in service, a total of 82 of
the 97 companies that responded.
Phirtcen lives were lost during the
fire, Capt Wiltlam Farry and assistant
Daniel Cochrane of ladder 4 of Roax-
bury. who were buried beneath fall-
fng walls on Washington st; Henry
Rogers, 4 _volunteer of engine 6, Michael
Fitzgerald, a citizen of Boston: Lewis
1. and Albert C. Abbott of Charlestown,
former members of Red Jacket hos2
companv.  Lewls was buried benentl
the walls of Wnght & Potter hullding

1
10-39

on Washington «t, and Albert dled the
fol.owing month from injurles received
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by talling from a ladder In the rear
«f the old postoffice, State st.

Marun Trumbull of hose 3, Charles-
town, died tie following March, of in-
juries received from falling down stairs
in Franklin st. Frank D. Olmstead, 18
years of age. volunteer with engine 1,
Cambridge, was killed by falling walls
at Wallter's carriage bazar in Federal
st, while endeavoring to warn some fire-
men of danger.

Willlam Frazer, a former Rangor, Me,
fireman, a volunteer with ladder 1 of
Cambridge, lost his life while endeavor-
ing to save others at the Weeks & Pot-
ter building in_ Washington st. John
Connelly of ladder 1. Jamaica Plain,
was suffoeated in the Weeks & Potter
building. W, 8. Twombly of hose 2,
Mualden, while attempting to save others
was kliled by falling walls on Washing-
ton st, opposite DBromtield st. Thomas
Maloney of ladder 2 and L. C. Thomp-
son, n velunteer, both of Worcester, died
ot injuries received from fulling walls
in JMilk st.

Of the 459 officers and men in the de-
piartment at the time of the ftire, 52 of
tant number are in the service at the
present time.




