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' BOSTON, SATURDAY JORNING, NOV. 7, 1815,

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE.
Qu'Yuesday evening ot seven o’clock,
fitd wis discovered nuar the south-west
vorner® of the atlick story of the £~
change CufeesHousey anl before ten
welagk the wholo of that maguificent,
vouvenient and useful edifice, which.
was mote than thiee yeats]in bullding
was reduced o o melanchodly heap of
smabing 10ins.
Lhe fiveywe are satisfiedy ws acer
dentuty and accationed by u defect in
the chimney leading from the kitchen
Being 1 the area of the Coffees House,
with many othets, when the alarm was
first given,and hastening to ascer tain the
cause of it, we found the attick wom
aboye-wentio 'ed fullof smioke, and im-
mediately after saw the fie through
Jissuies an the walls between that 100m,
1ho 1aofy ahd the stairease lewing to the
reot.  Utom itstageand extent,this fite
must have heen kindling bor 4 considei~
able time within tho walis and cotnice of
the house, hefore discovered; and
found aliment to fnciease i, But as
alfige vumber of cdizens of various
wocicties-wete In the house, seveial of
theim fivewni ds,w he immediately assem.
Bled on the spot ; usthe house nquaduct
gave a full sapply of water withw ten
feet of the fire first discovered, and nu-
merous buckels wete at hand 3 confi-
dent hopes were entertamed that small
limits wowd ke put te the destiuction,
Tlie most spitited and judicious efiotts,
hawever, could oply give jt a temporary
check, It suli kopt warhing belnd the
partition wallg, and round the cornices,
n paces beyond reach, and cormmuni
cating by the 1ear to the suite of cham-
beis o the west attic slovy, in about 20
minutes they were so completely on file
s that columns of flame issned from
all thefr windows into the gallery, and
drove thetefrom all who weis engaged
in extinpuishing it,
Abhengine was diawn into the ayea,and
a hose (xtended to the Bl story, bhut
the tar in the composition of the 1a0f
taking fire, the smohe betame so sullo-

¥ the fireen; and in Jess than balf an
houp after the discovery of the fite, all
tho early hopes of preserving the
byilding  weie lost; and all united
i efforts to save the great propetly in il
belonging to Mr. Barnue, the keepes,
the Piopiictors, aud numcious Societies,
Laodgersy und Tenants § whichytheugh
cxtensive, wers not so suceessiul ag the
gsood wishes nnd exestions of the citi.
wans were aidentand poiseveting.

Ina very short thme, so rapiv was the
progryss of the flamvs, the preater pavt
of the 210 fulls, 10 ms, chumbers, e,
compiized in the building, exhibited a
mass of intense fire seldom wilnessed ;
ahout nine v'elork the woble dome came
down intothearea witha fﬁghlvvll crash;
and soon afior nealy all the north, and
pait of the south walls, both more than
cighty fect in height, fell, and damaged
raany ofthe adjolning bulldings; butin
no degiee equal to the apprehensions
of the spectators,

The encrples of the firewards, fires
ey and titizens, weie Lhen excited to
piescribe Hmiteto the effuet of the in.
mense mass of fire now kindled ; and
no other bullding was whollj consun-
ed, excepting one belonging to Maishal
Pincey il Devonshive-stieel, in which
was the pinting office of Me, Ezia
Lincoln, who Inst a great patot his ma.
tevials, not only by thefite, but the mis.
matagement of those, who attempted to
save them. Scveral housee, however,
wote very much damaged, paticulaly
MeWiight's house, in Congpéssesticet,
the upper stories of the Palladium Of-
fiee, and the building we pecupy.

Bleven Printing Lstablishmenty were
burnt out, ur were in snch inmmineht
dwngeras tovequive the yemeoval of thelt
apparains i==~"Those of Mi, Lincoln,
ahave menlioned, and the Patrioty
Devanshite-steet 3 Messis, Parimentep
and Noiton's, In Rodper’s-building ;
the Dally Advertisery Recordery Intelin
geneery Palladiem, Centinely and Boston
Gazedtey mnl the extepsive book oflicey
of'Meuary, Wesl, Richardson, and Lord,
Al Mesep, Wells and 1allie, all in
Congresy-sticet, Goods and futniturg
wore 1emoved from mimetous other
houses, stores, end cellais,

The Zpchange Coffee HNuwre had be.
como the pride and hoast of our metro.
polls ; untly under the intelligent, labo-
vious and gentlemanty superintendance
of My, Baroum, bad been admitted by
forelgners, as well s natives, to bo the
oyt convendent fnstitution of the kind
in the W, 8, and not gxcceded by any in
Lurbpe, It coverdd 19,758 feet of
goundy mewsnred 132 feet on the noith
and southy and 84 on the enst and west
frontay and was soven storles high,
‘Phe extent of the disticss which thls
calomity has caneody may bo partially
vatlmated feam the Facly that, bedldes th
pumeious suites of balls, vootan, and
chambersyt improved by Me Banum,
thete weie In the bulldlig, an extenslve

Readiny Roomy o lavge Masunie Hatl,
wnost clegantly funished and decarated,
§n which theGiandLodge of the Hluuu‘(a{
und weyernl suhordinate Lodges, held!
thelr meetlpg ¢ and & supeth Yoom fn
St Tehin's Lodge, which was nssembled
when lhf firo broke ontj offices fm.!
proved by the Bildsh  Conaul g thri
Phaeniz Insuranes  Company 3 the
Aqueduct Corpotation ) Messrs, Hane
dy & Gibhs, insmance brokers § Massrs,

. \

(oY) e Jeweld regalia and reontdent'the Ginnd Ladxe,
b et vh?ium.mnr Wt Gy Lol s
but tha Tove s of tho subardinate Lod@dy w'in sntimatd,
otngd 1400 dotinrs,

John Marston, Stephen Brown, William

Levevetty dnd Ralph Huntington, ex-

change brakess 5 W, P, Whiting,

{lsq. attorney at Juw; Messis, ‘I'homas

B, Wales, and Joseph Lece, merchants,

Other parts were occupied by Mr. W hits

miutshy wonlen hapes and s tailor ; Mr,

Putehardy grocery and Mr: Sampson,
haiv.dresser,

Our danger, and that of severa] in
our neighbarhood, did vot end with the
extinguishpient of the flames, The
whale tolated fiont wall of the 1uip, 20
feot high by 80 wid ;, with its maible col.
umus, and chimnies, nppearcd to stand
tottering over our heads, and thieaten.
ing m its fall o overwhelm our-build-
inge~it was impossible to induce the
wothmen to continue in them, But
for this periloys situadon, we should
not have boen under the necessity of
omitting & publication nntit this day—.
As from the km, efficient and col.
lected aid of our fellow.citizens, asso.
ciates and workmén, every article of
our esfablishment and stock was remov-
edlyand 1 cturned, witliout much damage,
We lave not words to express our
gratitude for this kindness. On Wed-
nesday, the Solectmen, with praise-
woithy alacvity, employed Messrs, Mc-
Clemang and Ma1s3, two ineenjous and
active nyechanics, to level the walls of
the ttydn, arid directad it t) be surtnund-
.l by perce officers, to provent persens
from running into danger. Inthe course
of Wauesday and Thursday, the high
and massy rolumns wele levelisd, with
the gicatest skill and alioitness, and
without the least damage to the neigh-
hothood, or to the thousands of specta-
tots, who were witnesses of this :m’ﬁlime
“wreck of natter **

The severity of the loss has-falien on
Mr. Banwun, whose misflottine is com-
misctated Ly the whole community, It
is snid, the furniture he had in the house
cast 16,000 dollars, and his stores of
Tiguots and provisions, but little short of
8900 ~Much of the “urnitute, and a
sma¥ part of the liqnors, weve saved.

Mo lives were Jast, thapgh,preat
hazards wore 1un —On Wednesday, a
promisieg lad, of abeut tent years old,
fell into p kettle of hot heer, amany the
rains, and was so scaldéd, that Lt died
in the nffernoon,

The citizens had not relived fiom the
above scene, hefole a new alarm of fire
was given, in Charlestown, whero a
1ope-whlk, situated near the Navy Yard,
wog consumed,  Vast nombets sat offy
cryingy ¢ they have helped us, lot us
havte to helpy them?®  The alarms fiom
other, parts were unfonnded,

Tt s fact, thad the wpper parts of the
fiont wall of the Lxchange. £iom the
pressure of the heat in ity was project-
ed a foot or moie into Congressesticet,
but when the presstyie ceased, teswned
its perpendiculay ditcetion,'

"The énginesfrom all the nelghboring
(owns catne to or asslstance.

The Exchange Coffeedlonse, and addi.
tlony, ¢ost nzai ly 600,000 dollus,




