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SCENE DURING SPEC’I‘ACULAR FOUR-ALARM FIRE N JAMAICA PLAI\!

il — -

Thousands at Scene;
j:ommessmner ﬁlynn
Hurt lids Rescues

|

Trapped in an alleyway, with a
smoldering tenement behind them
and a. lottering, roaring’ factory in
front of them, four Boston flremen
stood by their guns to the end last
evening, and went down, crushed un-
der a 60-foot brick wall. The fire
was at Union av, Jamaica Plain.

No fireman was killed, but four of
them were dug out of blazing debris
and sent to the City Hospital.

The injured are:

Lieut George Hennessey, Engine
12, of 38 Lindsey st, Dorchester
multiple contusions and abrasions
of the body.

George A. Stuart, Engine 45, 567
South st, Roslindale, compound frac-'
“ture of the left leg. Probably fatally!
Lhurt. |
' Albert F Single, Engine 45, 16
' Murray Hill road, Roslindale, com- |
pound-fracture of the left ankle.

Continued on the Fifth Page.
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WALL CRUSHES FOUR
FIREMEN; ONE DYING

" Continued From’ the First Page.

i

:Tleut Bartholomew J. Dowd, En-
" glne 45, 15 Johnswood road, Roslin-
.dale, multiple contusions and abra-
_ 8ions of the head and body.
©'George A. Stuart’s left leg was
¢ erushed in two places by the wall,
and he was badly injured internally.
. Early this morning his name was on
- the dangerous list at the hospital and
* he was “very low.” The attendants
said he would probably die.
. The other three are expected to
“live. *Two of them are officers of the
; department who clung to lines while
~sending their men back from the
scene on errands, i

———

_Fire Very Spectacular

; The fire was very spectacular, angd be-
cause of the situation, was perhaps
seen by more spectators than any Bos-
ton fire In years. Thousands saw the
“wall topple on the daredevils who
fought to the last inch. A great human
ey of horror went up.

.The fire was n the Atlantic Ice Cream
Cone Company factory, a three-
sfory brick structure 40 feet by 100 fect,
fronting on Unlon av and with one side
"on an alley leading from. Union av to
& sccond atley, which runs alongside
e railroad tracks at the pnint.

;The factory is located belween two
rafiroads, the Providence divislon of the
New York, New Haven & Hartf.rl
Railroad and the elevated railway of ‘he
Boston Elevated. It {s a short distance
éyond the Greenl-st station of - the
Elevated. The box which was rung is
located at the cormer of Green »nd
Amory sts. Four alarmps were sournded.

epeatedly Warned
[he firemen who were hurt had re-
pealedly been warnedq that they were
‘danger in the alleyway. The brick
factury was in all respects like a blast
wrnace. The roof had fallen in, car-
ylog: the floors with it, and from
the cellar the entire contents of the
dullding, was pouring In a forced drart
g Stralgf{ntiup through the roof and 50 feet
e air,
On: the other wside of the 15-foot
lley; a two and a half story wooden
weliing nhouse, vacated under peremp-
Ysorder of the Police Department,

Otermittently flames broke out, cover-
g the roof, and running down the
tont of the structure, almost scorching
he' backs of the rubber-coated *“gun-
ent e

Iwo of them hanging to each gun,
;firemen delayed™ withdrawing until
late, They hoped by thelr streams
keep enough. of the blaze back fnto
-factory so that the dwelling would
M\’e:d- O_zhcr engine companies, from
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outside, were spraying them and they
dwelling with a dozen streams,

At 10:30 the roof fell in with a tevri-
fying roar. The firemen clung closerr,
to their nozzles, Twenty minutes later,,
at 10 before 11. the 60-foot wall foldedl
up like a jackknife, swayed in midair,
and dropped on the four valiant hose--
men.

The blaze was abandnned, as the fire-
men on other wagons leaped to safety.,
But #t was only for a moment. In a,
trice the men of Engine 13 had leapedl
back on their wagon and were search-
ing the Dblazing debris with frantic:
streams, striving to keep the wreckage:
from becoming a funeral pyre.

Rescued From Smoking Ruins
Other companles, not in a position
to render this humnane service, dropped

thelr task of property saving, and, risk-
ing the imminent fall of other walls
and a remaining spire of the broken

wall, pawed through the smoking ruins
of brick and wood until they got their
comrades out. i

Stretchers arrived quickly. Every-
body gave way to let the doctors and
firemen work. A.Catholic priest started
postehaste for th® hospital. Fire Com-
missioner Theodore A. Glynn, himself
bruised by a tumbling brick, took com-
mand of the rescue work, assisted by
Deputy Foley. Chief of Department
Sennott, who had been attacking the
blaze {rom another angle, was on the
scene within two minutes.

After the unconscious men had bee‘n
carried to ambulances, the work of ex-
tinguishing the blaze went on. A Sec-
ond wall was in danger of collapsing on
the Union-st side and crushing another
home. This did not happen, however,
and all the dwellings were saved from
cerious damage. Iiremen estimated the

| Atwsuch times the

"would be switched from the doomed

loss at $150,000.

" { by patrolman John Xilduff of Station 13.
k B)etriveen them they half-carried, haife-

Wag smoldering at the roof and sides.|

Four Overcome in Building

wenty men wers at work in the
‘co'fxe fac{ory when the fire started, and
so quickly did it shoot through the
building that at least four men were
overcome before they could reach tne
street. No one seemd to know how the
‘fire started, but it was ugreed'therc:
‘was a rush of flame from the \':cinit)'
of the gas meter. By 10 o'clock a crew:
ffrom the gas company had shut off the
{gas main at Green and \}'ashlngton sts.

James Xelley of 49 Union av, next
@oor to the factory, heard there were
men still in the bullding us other work-
men sushed out. He plunged into thg
smoke-filled doorway, closely followe

supported four men out of ihe buildi]
ing?.p'rheg patroiman Kilduff found thee
alarm had not been sounded. He ran too
the corner of Glreen a'.n% Amory stss
and sent in an alarm at 0. '
By the_ thne the apparatus arrived
the flames were bursting through the
upper-story windows and tinting t}xee
sky. A second alarm was sounded aty
omce and it had scarcely ceased ring:
ing when a third was ordered. Chieff]
Sennott came on the third, nnd'whew
he got to the scene, at gc\ock,,
a fourth alarm went banging over theel
wires. . R

Shortly after Chief Sennott’s wagom
got to the fire, he was followed Dbyy
Henry A. Fex, assistant chief of de-
partment, who tcok up the work o
directing operations from the railroady
slde. Commissioner Glynn arrived andd
got Immediately where the fight wass|
the thickest.

Thousands of Spectators

Probably no Fourth of July bonfires
has e\'er} been witnessed by such ay
crowd, nor has any Fourth of Julw
bonfire been as spectacular. The fac--
tory is situated in 2 hollow, surrounded}
by vacant lots which form a naiuraL
amphitheatre. On two sides thc rail

way .structures furnished {deal grand-

“bus av, 8 "_s*&ark"' who had
+ Ing’ beside “th

.| Buckley.

stands, Ignoring instructions of police,
thousands made thelr way to the rail~
road right of way.

On the other side, passengers on El-
evated tralns gazed from the windows
at the blazing ruin. Motormen slowed
down their trains. Sheds, precariously
built, bore hundreds of spectators who
risked their necks for g view. Every
knoll in the vacant Jots held spectators
\t\l'ho elbowed and scrambled for posi-

on, : .

The streets on the way to the fire
Jooked like the Larz Anderson Brldﬁe
after a Yale game. For miles the
streets were lned with automobiles
filled with spectators, so that a special
traffic_detail had to be sent from Sta-
tion 13. Even at that the task was
almost hopeless.

Before the traffic men arrived, and
while route policemen were establishing
fire lines, a fireman stationed himself
under the Elevated structure at Green
and Washington sts, clearing the way
for apparatus, which was arriving
momentarily, .

The factory is at No, 47 Unien av.
On one stde of it, separated by only
two feet, and dwarfed into insignifi-
cance, is the little single dwelling of
James Kelley, No, 49. _Flames swept
and mushroomed out over the roof of
this lttle house for hours, from the
second story windows of the factory,
but firemen took a stand behind the
protection of the gable roof and sent
streams into the dullding. They them-
selves and the roof were kept dripping

by other companies. The roof was
somewhat damaged, however,
Spectatorgs marveled that this little

house and that of Anna Kelley, on the
other, side of the alleyway, were not
destroyed. Again and again the houses

gpectators  would
shout, ““The roof, the roof,” and streams

buliding to these dwellings, _

Directly opposite the factory. on the
other side of TUnion av, is another
dwelling. This had the protection of
the 2-foot width of Union av, but was
endangered by the precarious, toppling
Unjon-av wall of the factory. From Its
front dooryard streams were tossed |
mnto the windows of the hlazing struc-!
ture, This doorvardis 10 feet above the
street level, which gave the firemen
an added advantage. These streams
were manipulated by the crews of Iin-
gines 83, 17 and 2. Each had a man
watching the toppling wall, ready to
order them back.

Al of these houxes were ordered emp-
tied by the police, who refused to let
the oceupants stay long enough to take
out anything but the most eagily port-
able valuables, A dozen children were
taken out of the house of Anna Kel-

~

Arnother Plant Takes Fire

In back of the fire, toward the steam
railroad, are more wooden structures
which would have been easy to' kindle.
These were kept safely wet down. Also
there are the brick factories and shops
of Burnett & Sherman. an automobile
company: a wet wash, and a_manufac-
turer of jewelers’ specialties. Burnett &
Sherman’s plant caught for a few min-
utes, but was soon drowned out. Lad-
der 1 worked over the Sherman plant.

Engine 13 had the post of honor and
danger, under the wall, which finally
fell. Four hosemen, Arthur J, Belasky.
Frank J. Scott, Edward Brickley and
P, ¥. Iegarty were on the wagon,
working a gun and a line. They were
silhouetted against the sheets of flame
sweeping up from the building.

The crowd saw the wall crumple,
without any noise or other warning.
The firemen didn't see it until it had
fallen half-way down, like an ava-
lanche of snow from a sloping roof.

Then they looked up, hesltated for.
what seemed minutes, and jumped.
They jumped on the lee side of the
wagon, which saved them from death.
They were pelted with fragment, buf-
feted by bricks, but the wagon took
the brunt, and they escaped.

The groan of horror went up from the
crowd, which had seen the four fire-
men go down. In a trice the Engine 13
men were back on thelr wagon, striving
desperately to extinguish the blazing
timbers which formed a bonfire about
the place where their comrades lay,
under a ton of pricks.

A pathetic incldent was furnished by
the streams which the unfortunate
heroes had held, bubbling up like
streams through the blazing debris. The
wires of the nelghborhocd had long
since gone, and were.lying about crack-
ling where they touched metal. That
put the neighborhood street lights out,
and only the giaze of the blaze furnished
light for the rescue squads, which blis-
tered thelr hands, tossing aside burning
embers and red-hot bricks, until they
made a hole in the ground, where lay
their broken and bruised comrades.

Glynn Hurt, Aids Rescues

It was the work of but a few minutes
to send stretchers scurrying in four dl-
rections, Commissioner Givnn, brusi-
ing from his civilian clothes the mortar
from the brick which struck him and
the mire from the ground, where he
had been brought to hig knees by the
crash, plunged into the work,

‘At his side, and similarly injured,were
his ald, Lleut John J Chief
Sennott's” ald, _ Lieut Goode:
Lieut Haley of Engine 12 and Hoseman
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The crashshook the ground for blocks.
Rev William P. O'Connor of the Church
ot Our Lady of Lourdes hastened to the
hospital to administer the last rites of
the Catholic church if necessary.

- When the Injured men had- gone to
the hospital, and it was feared some
would dle. the flremen went back to
their work with set faces, For hours

&l _that time & hopeless
ar)

the fire blazed, but it did no further
substantial damage. ‘Th;éa.etory was
R Tt

of 47 Colum-
been etand-1
e firomen when the wall

les T. Kerwin, 40,
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went,
into slight hysterics,
pointing to the =pot, saying, “Four of

ley, unhurt. ]

ecscaped, was thrown
He went about

and who

seemed to have been ralsed bodily to 4
the kindling point, and again and again t‘},}f;}", In.there. Four of them. In |
they smoldered and licked into flame. Commissioner Glynn said his men

t}'ere handicapped by lack of pressure.
The
from the six-inch mains in the vicinity
of Unlon 2v and thouse from the 18-inch
mains of Washington st was noticeable.

difference between the streams
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