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AT THE POST OF DUTY.

Two Brave Firemen Meet a
Terrible Death.

"They Fall Threngh a Brittle Reof Into a
Boiling Caldron of Flames.

Three Alarms for a Beach Street Fire—
. Scenes on the Street.

The raln was coming down in torrents and
ghe streets in the vicinity of the South Cove were
all stlent aud deserted. A louely nocturnal
guardian of the peace, all muitled up lu ruvber,
was approicbhing the United States Hotel just as
the clock on the Boylston market was striking
the hour of 1. Glanecing up toward the sky he
noticed a glimmer of Yight in the top story of the
dbuilding Nos. 108 to 112 Reach street.

“Surely that’s a fire,” muscd the patrolman to
himself. “Theras never was a light up there be-
fore. Itmay be a fire and it may not, but I'm
going to take the risk of ringing an alarm.” He
looked again, to make sure that his cyes served
bim right, as he ascended the steps of the hotel
Yes, it was fire and no mistake.

“Pul] in an alatm; thereisa fire in the next
duliding,’” he shouted to the night clerk as he
yushed into the oftfice. The night watchiman ran
to the private box n the hotel and un-
locking it palled down the  luver, and in
amoment almost the belis throughout the elty
tolled 54. Before thio sound of the hells had died
away, the apparatus in the vieinity camne tear-
jng along the pavements ' from
quatters, and all converging «n
ptreet, If the patrolman had had any doubts
asto the fact of there being a fire before there
wasno doubt about it now. The building, tor-
merly the old Beach Street Theatre, and after-
wards the ola Beach street barracks.

AH Afinme in the Upper Story.
The old building, however, has long been aban-
doned by the theatrical profession, and is now
occupled by varlous manufacturing firms.
Messrs, Caton, Heckle & Co., straw hat manufac-
turers, occupy the upper story, and it was in
thelr establishment that the fire originatea, The
fioor oceuplied by them was literally packed with

tbis Inflammable wmaterial, and e °"fire
spread, through it with great rapidity.
Albett  the firemen  had  lines lald

10 a very few moments after their arrival the
flames, befure a stream had been put upon them,
were bursting through the roof, and, judging from
the looks of the Interior of the fourth
story, they were rapudly devouring the
contents of the tuterior. For a few moments the
men who responded made what effort they could
to fight the fire, but with very little success. The
flames began now to roar and crackle, notwith-
atanding scarcely ten minutes hada elupsed, Thena
second was putled in. The raln continued and tne
glare of the flames lit yp the dark backgrouna of
the sky. The second Instalment of apparatus
‘was ranged about the fire, which fortunately was
formed into something hke a block by Lincoln,
Beach, South and Esscx streets.

e fire was rapidly spreauing to the rear of
the building, and ailready the east wall was beiny
transformed into a mass of flames.

Engine 4, which responded to the second alarm,
soon had & line on the east skde on South street,
snd as soon as the Iadder was put agalust the
woaden builaing, Hosemen Joseph Plerce and
James Qulele‘f ran quickly up :he ladder, across
#he low-rgofed building on South street, and by
means of a short ladder .

'lambered Up the S8ecoud Wall,

and with hose In hana stood upon the edge of the
yoof, Underneath tholr feet the fire was raging,
aod through great holes inthe root was rapidly
lieking up the timbers. ¥or a moment the i
trepid hosemen stood on the wali between the grea!
sheets of flame, and tbe hundreds of peopls who

< With eager and anxlous eyes were watching thewm.
They saw that there must be a stream on the
Lincoln street side, and from their position were
nearer to it thau the men on that slde, who were
on the ground.

Unlucky thoucht, unfortunate emergfjey’
Jattle aic they know as they luoked across at the
geetning flame that they were fighting their last
fire; Lhat the first step forward in the discharge
of their duty would be their last,

For an instant they stuod upon the narrow wall,
their forms standing out in buld rellef against the

dumgﬂ -
Beath

in neight, nearly square aund havin

hit, ne, R wVing a mansara
ﬂl‘tmi' hrough the avalanche of water that flowed
? { the corulces and thiough the windows, the pas
Jghts on the Lwo jower fioors of the bull ng
could be seen dtialy, but the thned floor was

Dark ank Binck.

Overhead could be seen the sides of the rouf, with
here and there an ember clinging to a projecting
corner, or asmall Waze working Its way out be-
tween the broken slates, Just abtove the edge
stuod a singie fireman, directing the stream of
water from the hose liue he held in his hand,
stralght Into the ceutre of the crater of fhie.
Above Bitnrose now and then a sheet of flame,
and over all hung the lowering eloud of smoke
hlfe a vall. Crimson svurks shune like mighty
stars, talnkled a moment, ana then floated o
into the murky night.

Alleys aud strects were filled by this tune with
sihoke umt‘ biinded the eyes, and the eurs
were itmost dealened by the roar and rumble of
the engmes, Occasionally i whistle eleft the
smoke 1 twaln or u hoese-carriago runbled over
hgse-lines and pavement, adding o the uproar.
Throug it all the patient horses stood quietly by
the stuewalks, conselous they had done thelr work
and restiug ull

‘The Battle with the Flames
should be over. Within a hundred feet of the
buining bullding stuod some of them as cool and
quict as I thay were in their stalls, It seemed
the heigiit of ridiculonsuess to see in the miust of
such excitement, such twmult—it seemed likean
comedy in the middle of a tragedy—to scea
worthy citizen holding au umbrella over a horse's
liead, protecting tt trom the raln that ai this tline
was drizziing down through the smohe, As the
anfmal stood there, with pose hanging down,
phinking and wiuking at the sparks that fluated
down by bils eyos, he lnoked the personibeation of
R:-:Iucu and comfort in the midst of tumult and tor-
ilence,

Tuhe pavements were fairlv flooded with muddy
witer, and the gutters could not_begin to carry it
of. All was wet and dismal. It was, Indeed, a
doleful seene, and the tragedy made it doubly sadl
and mournfut. The tames slowly dicd dows, and
the gloom ol the wizbt and rain seemed blacker
and drearier thau ever after the glare of the fire

wus gone.

i The Budles Found.

“Have you found the boys yet,” asked a re-
porter of Captain Abbott, the superintendent of
thie insurance debartment, at 2 o’clock.

*No, we havo not. 1 have just come from above,
andit is iinpossible to got near them, and,” getting
excited as he spoke, “there are two stairways
there, aud 1've tried both of them without avail.
‘I'he shattered roof completely prevents one
getting to anything like proximity to where poor
Joe and Quigiey disappeated.”

His busiess of supermtending tho spreading of
covers to prevent damage trom the torrents ot
water that were pouring from the tioors above
cailed Captain Abbott away, and the repurter with
a wmewber of the fivm of Potter & Watson thirough
a sea of witer endeavored to aseertain the tuil ex-
tent of the damage to that fiem.  Wiile engaped
in the jnvestigzation, word was recelved that the
bodies of Quigley and Piorce had been found, but
80 charred 1hat evelr'thelr hest frlands would fail
to recognize them.

*Why lound them?” asked THE GLODF re-
orter, as he wended his way Into an adjuinin
huilding on South street, upon the ronf of “whie

was ali that rematned of the twe gallant men,

] et tell you, We wetre all there, bug It was
a lving hell to'gzet to them,* spoke up one laddie
whose stuzed eyebrows bespoke the danpers he
undectoor, and as he got Unough with his ro.
marks the charred and disfipured remalus of the
two veterans that hid been taken from the roof
thiough the iuilding were removed ihrough a
stout door to pul.ce athbulancs No. 2, wiien stood

in readiness 1o receive them. Jos Plerce’s
remmant ecame fiest, and  as  his  re-
maing  were  carrled the awmbulance

there was not o dry eye amoug_hls fellows—white
hats and all spoke up—*Loor Joe,tsu’t it 10uhi”
was the general comment; and for Quigley—well,
he was uot the vel. that was Pleree. Hu had not
bLeen In the old volunteer department, and
he was a single man, consequently there was not
so0 uch grict enstied for hia when s _charrea
rematns wero tuken to tho ambulance,  Notwith
standine the li.vullce. m chargo ot Lleutenant
tambert  an Sergeant  Houglton, did
their utmost to prevent it, ret
when  the bLodies were  Leine brought
out the crowd surged In and it was with difticuity
that Quig.ey’s remalits were placed safely tn the
ambuiatice. Hard as it was uuder the clrcum-
staaces, uveciasioned as  they were by gnel,
Sergzeant ltoughton asserted his autherith, and
the remains o8 both the valiant men, escorted by
thu police of the fourth division were taken
through the lues to the morgue on  North Grove
trect, whees they wiil await the action of the
th:nl exuininer,

Hosainan Plerce i1s a veteran firoman, hbav-
ing  been in  the  department fur a num-
ber of years, Dmimz the e of - the
o't volunieer department he was a foreman ol
Engine 4, He wasmarrted and lived on Anderson
street.  Quigley, tho other victim, was a perina-
neut substione on 4, all unmarricd mao, and lved
fu Soush Boston. |

I"he Losses.

The ground floor of the building Is occnpied by
Potter, Watson & Co., boot and shoe shank
manufacturers. Thelr o8 i3 entirely by
water and wlil amount to about $5000.
The d story i85 occupled by F,

lare of the fire. Then the auxious s
elow saw them grasp the nozzle resolutely an
start forward. It was thelr last step.

A wild ery bruke from the lips of the spectators.
A huge volume of flame shot up through the rvof
under thelr very feet—the roof had givei way, and
tlie two herolc firemen were

p 1 in the S Mass.

1t was beyond human power to save them. A
steady stream was put upon that portion of the
building, but the fire stubbornly refused to be
overpowered. The streets wcre litterally del-
uged with water, and by 1this time
the fire had spread to the rear of the bullding and
was, despite the exertlons of the department,
steadily galning headway, so much so that
some thirty tinutes atter the first alarm

been sounded a third alarm was
rung In. An immensc amount of apparatus was
now on the spot, and indeed trom the looks of the
scene It was all needed,
ming down from Church Green, toward Beach
reet, a mighty volimne of flame and smoke met
the eye. Rising highn the air, the leaping flaues,
roaring, seething-hike a voleano, gave the ympres-
sfon that a whole block, at least, must be
1o a mass of flames, Anxlous faces peered
ont of the hundreds of windows in the
tenement houses that lined the way, and many
a household seenied to Le petting ready to throw
Al a moment’s notlee their goods and belongines
nto thie street, Coming nearer the buraing bulld-
ny the scene was hot 80 unpressive and fearful,
or the high buildings shut out the glare of the
flames, and the smoke filled the air
and made Bserllgg 80 difffeult that
the dangers of the conflagration conid hardly be
realized. An engine in a narrow alley bebind the
scene of the fire muade a terriflie racket and
alded in ncreasing the alarm of the deni-
zens of the many dwelting isuses in the vieuty.

Rounding the corner into Beach shivet, after sat-
jetying the nightfully inquisitive policeman and
frm\‘rlllug under the taut ropes, the spectator eu-
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At exther end of the block stood 4 row ol roaring
engines pufling, snorting, blowing like flends in the
Iuferno, and working withal as it some glant
power wcre behind their whizziug wieels.
The pavement was crossed and nettea with
slimy lines of hose, curvinz over the shippery
slones 1ike mighty serpents.  As they climbed uv
the tall Iadders and from their metalic mwuths
hissed forth thelir mighty streams into the windows
aud over the cornices of the buning building,
again they reminded one of gianut seipents. In
thelr midst, tall aud siim, steady as 8 mast, stoot
the fouataln, king of them all. ILromn its
mouth poured Inte a fourth story window
an  incessant  stream ot water that
looked powerful enoush to bore a hole
through a stone wall and seemed linitiess fn 18
volume. Yet tue flames roared and surged and
the immense mass poured into, over, and throngh
tiiem with at first no apparent effect. At the fool
of the fountain stood a single man guiding I with

a stugle hand. As he _ stood theie
‘peering up at the black  mansard
roof, now turning the stream into one

window, now Into another, he seemned the persoal-
ition of the will that coutrols and the Intelidet
at rules. Flitting about fiom door 1o door, up
dder and down again were tha rubber-clad forms
g dozens of firemen, trytng vow lere, now tiere
make some impression on the flames that con-
$inually burst forth here and there and every-
wiere from roofs and windows,

=}nd you hear? Two of ’em gone.”

“What?" was the startled query.

“Yes, two brave fellows—fue fellows, too—
gone,"”

The Sturtling, Suddening News

went from Jip to lip, from firemau to policeman,
from policeman to spectator, ail through the
erowdq, titl every man there knew that two noble
souls niad gone to their God—two brave hicarts
hae perished ar the post of duty. Saddened by
the fearful fate of the heroes, every brother
fireman set to work with redoubled energy to
fight the Indeous mounster that had swallowed In
fits ﬂmf' jaws the comiades they kKnew and loved
80 well, ” As they toted with 1enewed effoils to
drown the risiug flames, and so be able to
reach all that was left of the heroes, they did I¢
Wwith set teeth and strained muscies, with asettied
determination ou their taces and in their hearts
that they, t.0, would do their duty, and If it should

their turn next woula  be  tound in thelr
plices with their faces to the foe.

The electric globes on the street corners threw
ravs of light over the scene, through the ladders
and through 1he snioke, showing that the bullding
which was pourivg out the flames was four stories

H. Wheeloek, lace goods and ruflles,
Into their department the water pourcd
I toricits, and before the firemen could
cover the stock the greater portion ol it was coine
pletely spoiled, Their loss, wineh 18 on 8 very
fine quality of lace goods, will approximate §26,-
Uui), Caton, freckle & Co.'s 10s3 will not amount
to more thau §H0U0,

The building is owned by Henry Faxon of
Quiney, and is damaged §10,000,which wiil make
tue ugpEregate loss approximate §45,000,

m« Day of the Baptist Camp-Maeeting.

COTTAGE CI1TY, August 12,=Yesterday morning
2 mayer meeting was heid in the temnle from 9 to
10, led py ltev. C. C. Luther of Worcester,aud at 8
p. m. o prellminary devotional and testtmonlal
meeting was held, led by Deacou 8, K. Mitchell.
At 3,30 p. m. the regular services were opened by
sluging of the missionary hymn, “Go i'reach

the Blest _ Salvation,” followed hy
prayer. Mr. amb  then sang thi
solu, *Cust Thy bread Upon the Waters,”

The tapic discussed was “Soul Saving,” opened
by C. C. Luthier of Worcester, wi.o spoke at some
lengtn, viewing the suh{;.-cl in many dilerem
lighis,  Deacon Sapge of Worcesier also spuke on
e subject, and mapy others also joiued in the
discussion,

Kev, O. D. Thomas of Broekton, not bielng able
to preach b the evening, his plice was supphied
by Rev. W. Pope Yeuman, . D., of Columbia,
Mo.

8he Married Him to Get Him Out of Jail.

CAMDEN, N. J,, August 12.—An juetdent’ of
soienhat romavtic nature agcurved in this city
today 1 the form of & marriage of & prisoner to
the woman who was the eanse of his inearcera-
tion. The groom®vho fteared in the alur was a
yuung hegro, who early lust July was given o
hiearing tor alleged lhwvroper velations with one
Mary lorn, who 13 aiso a youthful negre: .
Charics Jackson, the veung uegro, was found
ity and seatenced 10 bay i weekly pittanee of
&1 75. Charies could not see why he should pay
1t and refused, sl several weeks azo s was coln-
mitted to the county jall,  Ever since this time
ALry has pald hequient visits to the jal asd tr)
to persuade W (o unrry ber aud thus settle the
difienlty, Charlie wonid not consent until today,
when he ealied a mhuster and the cervmony was
pertored.

P
New Hampshire Veterans,

LACONIA, August 12,—-Arrangements have been
perfected for theeizhth annual encampinent of the
New Hampshire Veterans’ Assoclation at Welrs,
August 26 to 30. The camp wilt he wamed in
honer of Captaln Willam P. Ajnsworth of the
First New ILunpshire Cavalry, k:ll'ul M;;y 23;

B ' 1, Va. Among those who w
llzg‘pr::cfnlt(x’url}el:ﬁgntdllowlng: ch’?er.u rhi sherst-
din, Generat C. W. Hinks ol Massachusetts, Gen-
eral Willlam  Welis of  Vermont, Hon. W, E
Chandler, secretary of the uavy, and Congress.
man Mt Haynes of Lahe Village.

The Lake View Camp Meeting.

SOUTH FRAMINGHAM, August I12.—At 1he
Methodist camp meellng today at Lake View
tthiere was only a fair attendance.  Rev, Dr. w. R,
Clark of Lynn preachied in the moraing and Rev,
R. E. HHanaford of Saxonville lu the afterncon,
and In the evenng Rev, Willlam Fuli of Seuth
Framingham. A member of Lhe Salvation Aviny
from Newtou, Hordy, was present toaiy. A very
intesesting praver meeting was held 1 the Wo-
then Street tent this evenimz, ‘The aunual neet-
tng of the Camp Meeting Assoclation will be held
ot Saturday afternoon ot 2 o'clock.

Massachusetts Veterans in Maine.

BAMGOUR, Me., August 12,— The Missachusetts
Association of Maine Veteraus arrived on the
Boston boat tnis afterncon, and thoy were escorted
to thie canp in Maplewood Park. At Camp Mas-
suchusetls the veterans were received by Maine
comrades, and then dinuer was served. Itisex-
preted that Hon, James G, Blae will be present
romorrow, and he may make vrief remarks. Gien-
eral McClellan was fuvited to be present at the
exerclses tommorrow, but ie had to leave Bar Har-
bor for New York on bustness.
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