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FIREMEN HELPLESS
AS SCHOOL BURNS

Water Lacking to Save 0ld
Bennett Building, Brighton
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BENNETT SCHOOL IN BRIGHTON, DESTROYED BY FIRE,

Four Alarms For Spectacular
Blaze—Watched by 30,000

Blazing away while dozens of fire-
men with empty hose waited for
' water, the Benupett School, the old-
jext school {n Brighton, was de-
Istroyed last evening, in one of the
‘most spectacular fires the Boston
Denartment has witnessed {n years.

Four alarms called most of the
apparatus in the city to the sceng,
but when the firemen argived they
found that the low pressure of hy-
drant water made their task of sav-
ing the structure hopeless.

For 20 minutes to a half hour at-
ter the first alarm war sounded, at
9:65, about all the firemen could do
was watch the building burn. At
10:30 there wasg only one weak
stream on the building and a high
wind was taking that out of its di-
rected path.

Water Not Avallable

Fire C(Cormamissioner Theodore Glynn
and Chisf of Department John O. Taber
were frantic over the lack of water.
The firemen did their work efficicntly
snough, coupled thelir linex and starte.l
pumping, but the water was not there
to be pumped.

(ontinued on the Sixth Page,
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The Bernnett School was g 4%-xtory
hrick structure at the junction of Cheat.
nut Hull av and Dighton st. diagonally
opposite &t Eligabeth's Hospital. Across
'_ R

'the Rtreet from the old school is a new

. annex, larger than the old building.
. The annex was not touched by the
flames.

The Bennett Schnol was a 3%4-story
at a cost of $150,000, according to xchool-
house custodian Mark Mulvey., The
cost of rebuilding will be $0M000, ac.
cording to Mr Mulvey., About T pupile
are deprived of a school bhuilding by
the fire

The fire was discoverrd by an uni-
dentificd citizen who telephoned to Fire
Headquarters, from which an alarm
was sounded. On the arrival of appa-
ratus & second alarm was Jumped and:
a third =ent in immediately. |

The third alarm brought Chlef Taber
an@ Commissioner Glynn, who ordered
a fourth. The fire apparently started
in the boiler room and worked up
through the stalrcares until §t gutted
the building.

The flamnex got such a start thut when
lines were finally brouxht on the build-
ing they had ljttle effect. Sparks and
embers were went high In the afr and
fell throughout the district. :

Because of the recent heavy rains, |
roofs were 830 thoroughly saturated
with water that not a single fire was
get by the falling sparks and embers.

Watched by 30,000

The low-hanging black clouds reflect-
ed the glare for many miles around, and
sutomobile roads were choked with cars
bound for the bhlaze. At leaat 90,000
people turned out to watch the destru.-
tion of the schoonl,

The principal of the Bennett School
ix Louls B. Nash. A prominent gradu-
ate is Police Commisaioner Herhert A.
Wilson. The late (Jeorge E. Brock, for-
mer chairman of the 8chool Committee,
was another graduate.

The Bennett Nchool was the outcome
of one entablished in 1722—more than
200 years ago—on Washington st, Brigh-
ton, east of Market st. It became dis-
tinctively a grammar echool {n 1847, and
was then known ag the Harvard Gram-
mar #rchool.

It was Jater known as the BSecond
Grammar School and, when the butld-
ing on Chestnut Htll av was bujlt In
1873 and the school tranaferred there, in
order to obtain a release from certain
conditions imposed in the deed of the
Jand given by Mr Bennett in 1800, the
heirs were allowed to place a tablet on
the new building reading as fnllows:
‘‘Bennett Bchool, founded by Stephen
Hastings Bennett, 187¢4.'°
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