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FIRE CAUSES CLOSING

~ OF SECTION OF CANAL ST

350,000 Loss to Haymarket-Sq Furniture Firms—Three Alarms Sounded Following Explosion of
Enamel Spraying Machine—One Man Badly Burned—Firemen Battle Flames For an Hour

VIEW OF THE FIRE HROM HAYMARKET SQ. AT THE LEFT IS MERRIMAC ST, AP THE RIGHT, CANAL ST,

The city of Boston Bullding Comimis-
slon acting with the Department of
Public Works declded at 2 this atter-
noon to close Canal st between
Market and tho Iaymarket.sq Re-
Hef Statlon on account of the weak
oned condltion of tho front wall of
the six-story brick block bounded by
Canal, Matrkot, Friend and Morrimao
sts In Haymarket &q. The bullding
was swept by a fire which caused
damago ostimated at close to $50,000
this morning. ’

1t I8 feared that tho actlon of the
heat and water on the bricka will
causs them to fall. Up to this time
the bullding Inspootors have been un-
nble to make an examination of the
promises; but they will do 80 as goon

as the Intorfor cools sufficlently to per-
mit them to enter.

A flash from the pllot light of an
enamel spraying machine, shortly
after 9 o'clock, started the fire.
‘fhe block 18 ocoupled almosat exclu-
sively by furniture dbalers, and four of
these auffored damagea that are esti-
mated at close to $85,000. Three
“alarma were sounded, and it was not
until after a stiff -battle that the flames
were declared under control at 10:30
an.

The firms In the bullding Include
the Brooks, GIlIl Company, above
whose premises the fire started; Wil-
i Ham Leavens & Co, who own the whole
|bulldln¥ and had leased the first two
floors to other furnituro stores; the
Now England S8how Case Compapy, oc-
‘oupylng the first floor of tho Ifeavens
property, next to Brooks, GIIl Com-
Ipnny; and the 8tout, Scanlon Com-
Ipnny. a fyrniture dealer, which also
held part of the ground floor of the
Leavens bullding.

’

How the Fire Started

According o the story told by Vit.
torlo Datlorusa, n turniture worker in
tho einploy of the Willlam Leavens

Company, he was working on the
fourth floor of tho bullding, on the
Cannl st slde, All the firms have en.
trances on both Canal and Merrlmno
sts, While he was using un enamel
spraying machine In conting somo fur.
niture, the pllot lght exploded.

The Inflammable paints and enam.
ola burst into flames, Aunother work.
man ran to tho nearcst alarm box,
No, 1213, on Canal st, but In his ox.
cltement he falled to pull in the alaym
after ho had oponed the door. After
this ho went back into tho bullding to
anelst Dallorusa, who was treylug to
battle tho flames in apite of a badly
burnod left forearm whloh ho received
at tho firpt flaeh of the Nght,

Tho firat notico that tho Fire De.
artmont had camo soveral minutes
ater, when an automatlo sprinkler
alarm soundod in the statlon house of
Ladder 1, just across the atreot from:
the roar of the burning bullding, at|
tho corner of IMrjond and Merrhuwae
at. By that timo tho fire had made
_conslderable hoadway and thlck clouds
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of brown smoke were coloring the sky.,
the sky. .

Second Alarm Glven Immediate y

Distriet Chief Stickles was the first
ou tho scene, and ordered an immedt-

ate sccond alarm.  In the meanwhlle
he directed tho f{ight against the fire,
from two sides, the Canal-st entrance
to the bujlding, and the rear entrance
on Merrihno st. By the timo that the
second alarm force arrived and Depuldy
Chief 8weeney took over the command,
tho fire, which startea on the - fourth
floor, Canal-gt front, had eaten its way
through to the rear, and flames wero
showing at the sixth-floor windows of
the structure.

With the firemen hampered by the
heavy smoke, and unablo to chock the
spread of the fire to the parts of the
bullding occupfed by 8tout, Scanlon
Company and ,the adfacent quarters
of the Wlllam Leavens Company,
which extend all around the northern
ond of the block, a third alarm was
turned in, bringing additlonnl appa.
ratus and Chief Danlel F. 8ennott, Tho
successive alarms also brought a large
force of pollce resorves, who worked
ovortimeo to handle the crowd of sev-

 branch
Cmoraing,

eral thousand Eersons attracted from
long distances by the heavy smoke, or
caught In the fire tnes on thelr way
from the North Station to thelr ofilces
in the downtown district. All trallic
was stoKpcd for at least an hour ht
Haymarket sq and Hs surronnding
streets. ! .

—

RS

Al Occupants Drivery Out

Beforo the fire waa_hrought under
control all occupants ‘of the north-
orn end of the block had heon ordered
out of tho bullding, and all onlookors
were pushed out of Canal st when
it became evident that the front wall
was In danger of crumbling, High-
pressure lnea directed agalnst tho
front of tho bullding brought a shower

of loose bricks near the windows and
the wall was scen to bo nw\aylng.

\
Dallorusin Only Person Injured
After this lowor pressuro was used
In somtne of the hose linea and tho high

pressure water was shot only inter-
mittently through the windows, deep
fnto the bullding. The firemon wery
grontlr alded In thoir fight by the ao.
cosslbllity of tho burning area, as the
firo was almost In tho middle of an
frregular gquare of bhulldings, and the
rools of theso oifered the tlremen a
chanco to combant the flames rom all
plides.

Thoe heavy smoko caused the lira
chief to order that the men work in
short shifts, and due to thyi no one
was reported as having boen overcomo.
Tho on? person who sustalned Injuries
was Dallorusa, whose burned arm was
troated at the Haymarket tollof Hos.
{)ltul. across Canal st from tho burn.
ng hullding.

'The Meaviest Losers
On the firat floor of the Willlam

Loavens propoerly, at the corner of
Cannl; and Mavket ats, tho Atlantie

Natlonal Bank's Haymarket branch
wna thought to be threatened for some
thme, and the alarm gong outaldo the;
bullding waa vinging lncessantly, but!
officlals of the bank dectared that)
thelr part of tho hullding was abso.!
lutely firopreof, and no tranafer ofi
funds was juedo, though tho bang
* 1

-

suspemded  busines for the

The heavlest loss was sustained by
the Willlam Leavens Company, which,
besldes owning the building, also oc-
cupled the upper fluors. Its loss Is es.
timated at $30,000, which sum will
probably include damage to the build.
ing, part of which was on the three
uppet floors, burned out, and tho loss
of furniture stored there.

The Broolls-Gil Company, which oc-
cupled the first two floors of the
Leavens Bullding, suifered a loss that
has boen estimated at $15,000. A large
collection of Orlental rugs Is said to be
thelr greatest loss. In preparvation for
the disgolution of a partnership, a spe-
clal snle of these was going on, and
the entire stock, it is reported, was
cither butned or ruined by water be-
youd repalr,

The New England Showcase Com.
pany suffered about $2000 lows, mostly
rom the water that poured down fato
its promises, next to the Brooksa-Gill
Compnany furnfture shop. Stout, Scan-
lon & Co's loss has been estimated at
$5000, which should cover the damage!
from flre and smoke, |
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