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The. Iarge city stables in the rear of the
Marcella Street Home, Roxbury, wero yes-
torday the scene of the biggest fire which
Boston has had for manyiveoks, and they
were very badly szatted.

The building fronted on Highland street,
a thoroughfare running from Centre street,
pear its junction with Pynchon, around to
Dudley street in the vieinity of Eliot square,
following in its course almost the figuro of
a quarter circle, It was entirely of brick,
» modern style structure, having been
built 1 187+ ata cost of $30,000, and was
used by the paving and health departmonts,
111 was situzted in the centre of a Jotaway
from other buildings, This pracuically pre.
vented any danger of the fire extendini to
other buildings.

The fire started in a ‘hayloft on tho
west sido of tho building. Astherowas
no one in tho loft at the timo. the
firo is thought to have heen occa-
sionod by spontancous combustion. Thexo
is said to have been considerablo web lhay

stored in the loft, where the firo started. 1t
Was nlgo whispered about, thourh on what
cuthority could not be learned, that the fire
wraslstnrtelt’ll by a spark from the pipe of one
of the stablemen.

‘There wero beiween 60 and 80 tons of
hav ectarad in the buildingt and about

10000 bushels of grain. On the first
{loor €0 liorses were stabled, 15 of which
belongod to the paving department and 45
to thio health department. DLy the vromnpt.
nessdol the city employes all of these were
saved. -

All the harnesses weie saved excepling
two sets of double harness in the loft, bu-
perintendent McDonald of the stieet de-
nar{mout lost two buggies and three or four
carts,

In the upper story of tho building was
stored u lerge quantity of furniture, Some
o1 1t belonged to the city. and was once used
in the court houso. while considerable of 1t
was the property of indlviduals at piesent
rusticating at Doer island. There were also
many mattiesses and bedsteads once used
in tho smallpox hospital, Allthe above was
destroyed. and will bo a total Joks.

It is estunated that the total losson the

building, and the hay and wrain stored
therem, will he about $10,000. .
. The Marcella Street Home, which estate
joins that on whigh the oity stablesaresttu-
ated, contained when the fire started al.out
500 small children, their toachers and sov-
eral visitors, By the coolness of the teach-
ory anl ofhicinls a panic was prevonted. Tho
children were marched Lo the larre yard of
tho institution, apd divided into classes,
where they remainod during the progress
of the flie in charus of the teachers. .

At the homo has_long been kept a special
firo apparatus to bo used in caso of emer:
geney.  After the home had been cleared of
its occuvants the superintendent of tho

home and his assistants got out the firo ap-
paratus. After playing upon the side of
therr nulldmit ueaiest the fire, and making
sure that thelr structuie was safe thev vro-
ceeded to assist the members of the fire de-
partmentt in, s{‘ vossible, subduing the
fames at the stable, The firo, however, bad

ot too wellsstarted 10 bo thus easily sub.

ned. Owing to the intiammable nature of
the contents of the burniny building the
tito spread rapidly.

The first alnrm was rung in at 12.20

o'clock, but the fiiemen, seeing that with
the apparatusat their control, tho tire conld
not be extingwshed, 10 minutes nfter tho
first alarm had been pulled in found ik
necessary to summon ors apparatus, and
u second alarm was pulled in at 12.30, an
this was followed by a third at 12,62,
_ Great difticulty was experienced in fight-
ing thie flames, owing to there being no
elevated point from which to attack them,
and the Inck of water pressure was aleoa
serious drawback, When the streams from
the hydrants wore turnod on_somo of the
streams failed to go bLeyond the second
story, whilo the greater part of the fire was
fn the upper story. lad the fire reached
the Marcella Street Home, that building
could not have been_ saved., owing to;tius
want of pressure 1 the water sunply,

The fire and smoko could be seen from. o
lonz distance, and thousands of neople, in-
cluding hundreds, from Jamaien Plain,
Brookline and the city proper, were
attracted to tho scene. It was a rare
snactacin.  ‘The Iarme Dbrick bwlding

which is abont 400 feet inlength and 75
feet in_width, was all ablaze. Theslated
roof fell in by sections with loud crashies,
thiowing showers of suarrks into the ajr,
scattering in difforent directiops. As tho
fire vroceeded bricks fell by the hundrods
from the different gable corners of the
strugture lhremening the firemen with por-
gonal injury as they bravely
bont 3 o'clock the tire had been snb-
dued, and Dr. Heath, superintendent of tho
Marcolia Streot Home, furmshed the tired
firomeon 1l the dquglmu(s end coffeo they
could got away with, | . -
Thia firemen wero in chargo of District
Chnof bawyer, Districs Chief Munroo was
also present. Ho has chargo of the adjoin-

d ing fire district. Among the first taarrive

nt the sceno weore Fire Commissioners
Fiteh and Tobin. '

‘T'he police arrangements comprised details
from statiors 5, 9 _and 10, and were in
chargo of Cantain Brown of the Roxbury
Crossing polico station, who porformed his
dutv in bis usual admirable manner.
aspisted by Sergeants Curry and Hitehcoe
of tho tenth police. .

The photograph from which THE GLOBR'S
cut was made js by Partridge, 2832 Wagh-
ington street, Boston Highlanda

Among tho casnalties at tho tire wera the
following: Ofiicor J. 1D, riscoll of division
&, struck n tho face with a ladder, which
made a paipful cut: Hostman Frank C.
Pratt of engine 15, Jamaick Plain, had his
wrist badly ent by 2 prece of falhing siate,
and was taken to his hoine,
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