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Hany Narrow Escapes at Ear
‘Morning $150,000 Blaze

Electric Bulhs Explosion Spreads
Rumors of Munitions Plant Plot

Thiee upper storles of a flve-story
briek butlding, 381-389 Congress st, cor-
ner of B st, South Boston, were gutted
by fire ecarlvy yesterday morning. The
tlames, discovered at 315 hv pohiceman
FFallon of division 16, was not under con-
ol until 630,

i"ve alurms were sounded, and at one
functirre,  with  the blaze bursting
through the roof and walls collapsing,
the entire distriet was menaced The
logs is estimated at $150,000

Probe Origin of Fire

Tederal, State and local oflicials are
probing the origin of the fire, which
started in the tinrd floor and went
through to the roof so i1apidly as to
baflie the fiiemen.

The third and fourth floors were occu-
pied by the Boston Scale and Machine
Company, engaged principally in turning
out purts of rifles for the United States
Government, and the fifth floor by the
Westinghouse Ilectric Company as a
atorehou<e,

Thousands of Westinghouse electric
bulbs were smashed by the heat, caus-
wg noiees Hke explosions, and the re-
port was widely cireulated that a mu-
nitions factory had been destroyed.
The fact that the building is in the
alien enemy zone gave an addltional
1ealistic touch to this rumor.

With the temperature around zero
and a gale sweeping the waterfront,
the firemen were greatly handicapped,
ecypecially 1n the use of ladders, which
wete soon coated with ice,

Several had narrow escapes. A squad
fromn IEngine 39, headed by District Chief
Stephen Ryan, were almost trapped on
the third flcor, when the flames shot
actoss the hall, cutting them off tem-
porarily from a stairway to which they
finallv found their way and rushed out
into the street for resuscitation.

Four times the men of Engines 7,
and 39 were diiven into the streel by
smoke and flames while dragging line:
of hose over thie main staircase. The
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aerial ladder was taken away frora a
third-story window in flames.

f

Firemen in Great Danger

When a floor 1n the rear of the fourth
story collapsed, IEngines 1 and 43 squads
grouped on a flre escape were in great
danger.

It is estimated that the dar’dage to the
bwilding is $50,000, and that the other
losses are: Boston Scale and ’\Iachlnery‘
Company, $45,000; Westinghouse Dlectncc !
Company, $25,000; 1 ucible Steel Cnm-
pany, which occupied the first and s(.c.
ond floors, $30,000.

~ About 500 persons are thrown out of
" work by the blaze.
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