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FOUR: ALARNS

Brick Building in South
End Gutted.

Loss Estimated at
$100,000.

Cummings’ Heirs Are
Big Losers.

Beverly is SWept by
Fierce Flames,

Lossof $175,000 of Property
Dus to Incendiary.

Mammoth Shoe Factory
Destroyed.

ight Other  Buildings are
Nanght bat Ruius,

The South End was again visited by fire
1ast night, and the big brick structure, the
property of the Natbaniel Cummings heirs,
which is located at thoe corner of Sharon
and Albany sts., was completely gutted.

The fire department, usually on the alert
for sccond and even third alarms from that
locality. which is known to them asthe
“dangerous district,” was not slow to re-
spond to thealarm which wassounded at
8.34, and just 10 minutes later the second
alarm was rung in.

Tho ontire loss is estimated at $100,000.

When the department arrived on the
scene the flames were shooting from the
windows on the third floor, and the bnild.
mg being full of mtlammable material, the
firemen deemed 1t necessary to sound the
third alarn, whick was done at 9 o’clock.

Meantime the fire boat had steamed up to
the dock of the paving department off
Albany st.. and in less time than it takes to
tell it, fully 20 streams of water were being
thrown to advantage on the burning build-
ing.

At first big, black clouds of smoke would
shoot out and upwards only to be followed
by a perfeot clond of sparks which were
carned by the wind into the yard of the
city stables.

Thousands of curtous sightseers crowded
around. eager to catch a slinpseof

The Desperate Battlo

that was being waged by the brave fire.
men, but Lieut. O’Lalor of station 5, witha
detachment of police, soon circled the dis-
trict with ropes.

Fortunately for the firemen, there was &
large vacant lot directly in front of the
Cummings building, and this save thema
chance to swing around the water tower,
which quickly put three streams into the
bulding.

The fire boat did excollent service, and
kopt six streams pouring in a small river of
water into the upper part of the building,

It iooked as though tha Cummings buld-
ing would not only be complotely destroyed,
but tho big brick block that was only
separated from 1t by a wall, and known as
the Smith Amenrcan organ factory, was
also given up by many.

Fire Commissioners Murphy, Fitch and
Inness were on the scene, and after ashort
consultation between Chief Webber and
Mr. Murphy, the latter sounded an alarm
from box 68 at 9.45, which brought out five
more engmes.

The electric lights were out in that vicin-
ity. but the streets wero as ight as day, for
the entire thiee top stories were enveloped
1n a secething sheot of fiame.

Long ladders were run up from Brookline
gt. onto the Smith building, and a perfect
shoet of water was kept running down from
the roof,

Two long blocks of cosy dwelling-houses
adjoined the Cummings and Smith blocks,
and were ouly separated by an alley about
18 feet wide that ran through from Sharon
to Brookline sts, In the rear of the Cum.
mings building che firemen found an excel-
lent place to check the tinnes, as the yards
of both streots gave them an excellent
chance to place their ladders and the hose
was run through the alley,

All hopes of saving the Cummings build-
ing had vamished at 10 o’clock, and the
flames could be seen for miles around,

'o save the Smith build'ng the depart-
ment turned their attention, and there
must bave been 50 streans of water pouring
1n through the windows at one time.

The mas was lit in the Smith bullding so
that the firemen could see their way ahout.

The tenants in the dwe))iugs adjoining

IWere Badly Frightened,

and well they might he, for the heat from
the Cummings building was intense.

They began to pack up their effects so as
to bo ready to movo should the fire work
down into the lower floors.

Directly opposite the Smith building on
Albany st. was the stable of the Potter
Brothers,which contained about five tons of
hay and 18 horses,

The owners were ready to remove the
horses at & moment’s notice. should the
tinmes succeed in forcing throagh the brick
wall into the Smith building, .

That portion of the Cummings building
that fronted on Albany st. was burming
with & fierceness that is rarely seen and
shortly after 10 o’clock several niecesof tire
apipamtus had to be romoved to the other
side of Brookline st. .

The wind was blowing a moderate gale,

and fears were entertained for the safery of
the city stables, which wera completely en-
veloped in sparks from the burmng buuld-
.
‘The attention of tho department was
ditected 1o this pont. and this was the
¢hier's main reason for ringing in box 63,
§0 4> 10 ba able to keag all the apparatus he
had working on the building and have the
extia machines to protect the adjoiping
building. ! .

One of the firemen, Timothy C. O’Neil,
was_injured and carried to the City Hos.
pital, which was near by. )

He was mounting a {adder when it fell to
the ground and he wasthrown about 30
feet, muring his right knee joint, which
the doctors >ay mav resaltin a compoun

tracture. -
At 10.20 they had the flames confined to
the thrae top stones of the Cummings

block, and the prevaillng impression way
glmn‘uo; a spark would enter the Smith

. In the fourth story of the burnming build.
ing there munst have bean stored a lotof
o1l or varnish, for a bright blaze Kept three
streams playinz through the large windows
long after the other parts of the structure
were shrouded in darkness. .

Not content with fighting the fire from
three sides, the firemen entered the Smith
building and knogked a hole 3 feet around,
through-the donble brick wall that separ
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ated the two buildings and poured water
into the building that was now gutted by
the flames,

‘Wken the firo was fairly well under con-
trol the toors in the three ton stories conld
e seen badly sunken in the muddle and n
toral wreck,

The two bottom or_first stories were
fiooded with water, and it was _so deep it
ran out throngh the hole cut through the
brick wall,

At 11 o'clack the crowd hegan to disperse
and sowne of the apparatus was sent homne.

The fames Kept up a cracking sound in
the tird tloor until long after midmght
and a numver of pieces of apparatus were
working on the butlding at the hour of
BOINg 10 press.

The origin of the fire could not be ascer-
tuined. Delano Pajmer, mght watchman
ot tha Cummings building, tirst saw the
fire 1 the belt box on the first floor, and
claims that almost 1n an instant the whole
tloor was ablaze.
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LIST OF THE LOSSESB.

Deotailed Description of the Property
Destroyed.

The building in which the fire orimnated
isn five'story brick structure, numbered
G15 to 621 Albany st., owned by Mary and
Ella Cumimings, the heirs of the late Na-
thaniel Cummings,

Adjoinmg this building and separated
therefrom by a double fire-proof brick wall
is another five-storv brick gtructure with a
mansard roof. numbered 613 Albanv 8t.,
which isowned and occupiea by Dr, Gieene,
manufacturer, of nervura food.

These two buildings have a combined
frontuge on Albany st. of 100 {eet, and run
buck on Sharon and Brookline sts. to Thorn
st, for a depth of about 80 feet.

ho basement and o portion of the first
floor of the Cummings building was oc-
cupied by C. W. Miller, planer and moulder,
Thesccond floor was unoccupied, but con-
tained a considerable auanmy of light lum- !
Ler. Mellish, Fifield & Co ., manufacturers
of chairs, occupied the third and tourth
floors, while Shales & May, furniture man-
ufacturers, occupied the top ticor. )

Stituated in the Lasement of this building
was an 80-horss power engine and two 150-
horse power boilers, which furnished the
power for all the nbove concerns, all tho
machinery of the building belonged to the
Cummings hotrs K e

The Cummings building, with its ma.
chinery, was estimated to be worth about
$70,000, winle the damage on Miller's
Rl:mmg mill will certainly reach $10,000.

Nller employed 12 men.

Melhsh, Fifield & Co. employed 20 men,.
and will suffer a probable damago of §5000,
while the damage to Shales & May, who
empioved 30 men, 1s estirnated at $10,000.
This latter firm had some valuable machin-
ery that was completely destroyed.

he.Gummmis “building is believed to be
fully insured. Itis not known whether the
several ocecupants of this building carried
any insurance,

The building at tha corner of Albany and
Braokline sts. was formerly owned and oc-
capied by the Smith American Come
pany and was purchased by
about four months ago. He told a Grong
revorter last evenmg that he naid about
$§25,000 for the building, and that helaid
out uvon it in the neighborhood of  $10,000
for repairs since tho snle was negotiated.

The tire was prevented from entering this

building to any extent, but 1t was heavil

drenched with _water. Dr. Greone claime
. that he had fully §100,000 worth of stock
. on hana, and rlaces his damage at_about

§£6000. Heis only vartially insured. His
_stock consists mainly of roots and herbs.
‘and a valuablo lot of printed matter. One
hundred persons are employed in this es-
taipishmnent. .

‘The streets of the vicimity ®and the roofs
of the neighboring houses were, densely
crowded with people, and the police were
kept busy keeping back the curious multi-
e, A

Deputy Superintendent of Police Burrill
was carly on tho_scene, and was assisted by
Chief Inspector Eldridge, Caut. Coulter of
station 5, City Messenger Peters and As-
g\s]vi:mt Messengers Timothy Mooney und

1}loway,

Deputy Burrill ordered details from
stations G, 7, S. 9 and 10 after the third
alarm was sounded,

BEVERLY FIRE SWEPT.

Incendiary Causes Loss of Property
Velued at $175,000.

BEVERLY, Nov. 1.—An incendiary caused
the destruction of property valued at
$§175,000 in this town today.

Shortly before 2 p, m., Officer Choate dis-
covered a fire in Georgo H. Allen’s three-
story box factory, 81 Federal st. He atonce
pulled 1 an alarm from box 28, and
although tho department responded
promptly the structure was a mass of
flames before the firemen arrived,

Dense clouds of smoke poured from tho
bulding and were driven by a vigorous
northwess wind into theeyesof the fireinen.
For a time it appeared as if nothing could
be done so blinding and suffoeating was the
smoke. The fireien succeeded in forcing
tho'r way through the cifoud bank, how-
ever, and attached itheir hose to the
hy4drants, but_at onco cncountered a very
serious obstacle in not bemmg able to secure
but a hght head of water.

By this time the wind had fanned tho
flames into a veritable voleano, and sparks
wore fiying over the thickly sottled section
of the town. .

The chief engincer, s fow minutes aiter
the first alarm, realizing that he had a
stupendous job on hand, rung in a_secon
alarm, and summoned the entire local de-
partment, which_mcludes three steamers,
ono hook and ladder truck, two hose
wagons and four hand reels.

Fiiteen minutes after the first alarm was
sounded Woodbury Brothers’ mammoth
shoe Inctory at 71 Federal st. was on fire,
andgthe flames were being driven toward
Dodge & Scott’s seven-story grain clevator
and several of the largest shoe factories in

town

Cluef Engineer Goodhue at_once tele-
araphied to Salem, Marblehead, Peabhoay,
Gloucester and Lynn tor holp, Salem send-
ing two stoamers and Peabody one. Steam.
ers were 1n readiness in Lvan and Glouces-
ter, but were not sent out, owing to
subsequent orders that cnough help had
Leen obtamed, - ¢

HBefore 3 o’clock Woodbury’s factory was
destroyed, also the 2%:-story house at 122
River st., owned by George Ronndy, and oc-
cupied bg John M. Murney and Jacob Burk-
hardt. Boih farmlies lost all of their house-
hold effects, some of the occupants barely
having tune to escape.

Tho large storehouse on River st. occu-
nied bv Woodburv Brothers was

The Next to Go.
and in turn the carshed of the Boston &
Maine railroad, which contained four parlor
and two passenger cars, besides a large
number of car stoves and furniture, and
five freight cars on a side track. {

Dodg & Scott’s elavator caught fire, but
the tiames were extinguished before much
damage wai done. .

At 3,30 it looked as if the town was
doomed, Solon Lovett’s Iarge factory at 63
Federal st, beag on fire, while the roofs of
220 or more buildings were ablaze,

The citizens immedintely rendered efff
cient service with hand hose and succeeded
in saving all of the houses and barns sast of
Park st., with the eaxcontion of a barn at 40
Hederal st. owned by the W, A, Cleaves es-
tate, which was consumed. The Cleaves
house adjomny the barn was saved,
although all of the furniture was badly
damaged by breakage and water,

1he roof of H.F., Walker's house at 35
Federal st. was badly burnad, also the ad-
joining house, owned by 11, 8. Smith.

dlate roofs on the shoe factories 1n the 1m-
mediate vieinity of the conlagration doubt-
less saved thousands of dollars of property,
as the sparks fell thick and fast for more
than an hour, yet were auckly swept away
by the wind. .

Whiie the citizens werse_ busily fighting
the flames at their homes six steamers wera

ouring a deluge of water into the ruwmns of

Woodbury Brothers’ factory and other
buildings, and nnally got the fire mnder
conirolat £ p. m,

Nine buildings were totally destroyed,
wiz.: Allen’s box factory, three stones, 76
feet long apd 75 feet wide with twostory
addition; Woodbury Brothers’ fourstory
factory, 125 feet long and 60 feat wide, the
tloor surface being 20,000 square feet:
Georrze Roundy’s_two and onec-half stor
tenement hou-e; Boston_& Maine railroa
car shed, 350 feet Jony ; Woodbury Brothers’
storehouse: two barns owned by Geoige
Roundy; flag stauon and yard master's
ofhice, owned by the Boston Maine rall-
road; Cleaves’ barn,

Woodbury Brothers were the larzest shoo
manufacturers 1 towu, the product when
raniing on full time being $OU0 pairs of
turned shppers and buskius per day,
late they have employed 00 hands, which
is 75 1ess than their regular quota.

Georgs H. Allen empioyed upward of 30
hands in the different deparuments of his
factory. .

‘The Fierceness of the Fire
when at its height can be imagined when
it is known that the flamesstreamed from
Woodbury’s factory across the railread
wacks to Dodge's elevator, 275 feet distant.

The firemen worked as great disadvantasge
at times, a3 the smoke was blinding and tha
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impossibility of getting on the western side
of Allen’s factory, owing to the river, the
building being righs at the bank of the
stream. R

I'raius _on the Boston & Maine 1ailroad
were stalled for over four hours, as all of
the hose wad run across the tracks.

‘The scene ajong the tracks will never bo
forgotten by the thousands of spectators, as
tho road wus cluttered with burming debris
and cars. Several tolograph poles wore
burned, lettiyg the wires on to the ground,

The fire was without quostion of 1ncen-
diary ongin, as Allen's factory was heated
by steam .sup!;hed. from Wcadbury’s botler
house. lhe building was lighted by gas,
but no jet had been burning since yester-
da}’ noon, |

‘The police have one man shadowed, but
up to 7 o’clock h.d made no arrest.

‘The sentiment of the citizens against the
firebug 1> very bitter, and il caught he will
fare hard unless unusual precautions are
taken by the police.

Tne total toss 1s estimated by conservative
judges at $175,000, while others say that
%‘.500.(300 will not make good the amount

urncd,

Woodbury Brothers’ loss will amonnt to
$105,000, The firm 18 nsured in the Manu-
facturers’ Mutual Company of Bostuu tor
$115,000, divided as followa: Factory and
machinery, 8$10,000; stock i factory, 850,-
000 stock in storshouse, $16.000,

Georgge H. Allen loses on buildimi and
stock $26,000, on wich there is an insuy-
ance of 815,875, held by Charles . Lee’s
ageney and divided as follows: Laverpool
and London ana Globe, $s000; Commercial
Union, $1375; Providence, Washington,
$1100; Insurance Company of North
America, $1000; Neptune, $1000:, Etna.

1000. Koyal, $3000; Pennsylvania, 315003
Bpring Garden, $1000; Home, $:2000, .

John_ Wilson, shoe manufacturer in
Solon Lovott's factary, was considerably
damaged by water, which is covered by in-
suraace in G, F, Lew's agoncy. -

‘Lhe loss on George Roundy's tenement
houss 18 $2300; insured,

The storetouse occumed by Woodbury
Brothers was owned by the Salem FEive
gf"éﬁ Savings Bank and was valued at

000,
‘Fhe Cleaves estate loss {s about 8500.
The loss to the Boston & Maine railroad is

Estimated at $40.000,

which is covered by insurance. Four of the
cars burned cost 85000 eaclé when built,
and thoe 1wo passenster corches 83500 each.

The freixght cars with contents, butldings,
etc., will make up the balance of the loss.

wite @ number of houses on Park, Fad-
ernl and other stieets are damaged by fire
which will cost »3000 or $4000 1o rupair,

The local vohicg was augmented by 14
patrolen from Salem. The population
was :ucreased several thousand nside of an
hour alter the fire broke out, Salem, Pea-
body, Danvers and other towns beinz well
represented.

Several of the shos manufacturers on
Park st had stock and machinery moved to
places of safety,

Dodae & Scott lose about $2000, the dam-
age bemg oecasioned by water. which was
poured into the building and saturated the
tlour and gra n. )

Quite n number of families who moved
their goods wil lose considerabla by break-
age, as but very little care was taken by the
peq;)le who rendered assistance.

The fira. was the most disastrousin the
history of the town

Rufus R. Wade. chief of the Massacha-
setts district police, d_tailed the following
othicers: Joseph H. Wintney. Joseph Hni.-
strick, Josep: A. Moote, Frederick A.
Roads, A. J. Cheney, J. W, Conn anda E. D
Eldredge, who rendered valuable assistance
to the tocal police,

Woodbury Brothers were unable to state
this af.erncon whetner they wonid r:bwild
ornot. 1t they do not 1t will be a ser.ous
loss to the town. as they employ 2 large
number of peopls nearly tho year roumd.
'{‘he frm have a large factory in Dover,

A Y -

Ex-Chref Engineer Osborne and Frank
Cous'ns of :dalcmn saved a dwelline-house
on Home st. by pouring water on the roof,

The smoke from the fire was carried <ev-
eralmties and hung n abeavy bank over
Salem  bay, between the Willows and
Baher'ssland.

PRINCE'S HOUSE ON FIRE.

Flames in Sandringham Hall Do £20,000
Damace.

Loxpox, Nov. 1.—~Sandringham Hall. tha
restdence of the Prince of Wates, was partly
destroyed by tire this morning. A postman

crossing the park saw the smoke issuing
from the roo: o
The local voluntser fire brigade was

STREET

quickly on the scene, and a brigade was also
summoned from the town of Ly nn-Keins,
undreds of people voluntsered to assist
in extinguishing the flames, for the ’rince
of Wates is verv popular on his estate _The
roof nnd much of the valuable furniture
were destroyed and the rooms below greatly
damaged by water beforo the five was ex.
tinguished.  The damage amounts to
£20,000. ’
A spark from a heating flue appenrs to
have caused the fire, The Prince of Wales
1s0n the continent, and his wife and two of
Lis daughters are with the Czar and the
Czarna, thetr aunt.

ELEVEN COWS BURNED.

Incendiary Fire in West Springfleld
Causes a Loss of $2500.

SPRINGFTELD, Mass,, Nov, 1,—Shortly af-
ter mudnizht Sunday morning the two
barns in West Springtield owned by Aaron
Bagg wero discovered ablaze, The fire was
combatted by the bucket brigade, but the
barng with their contents wers consumed.
Elevon cows perished, The fire was of in.
cendiary origin. Loss about $2500, .

Rockport Dwelling Destroyed.

RockrorT, Nov. 1,—At 2 o'clock this
mormng hre destroyed a dweliing on Main
st. belonging to the lLow estate, nearly
ruined the Whipple homestead ad-oining
the south side, and badly damaged the
Driver hoinestead on the north side. The
insurance was light on all the buildings,
which_were wooden, and the fire resisted
the efforts of the fre department, being
sotten under control only after three hours'
hard fighting.

$60,000 Fire in Ellwood City, Penn.

CLEVELAND, O., Nov. 1.—A special from
Ellnood City, Penn., states that Blatt’s
hardward store, Weiss Brothers’ meat mar-

ket, Cuuningham’s grocery, Eldridge's
grocery, the post oftice, Star restaurant and
a new building not completed weie burned
today. Loss, $60,000,

Forest Fires in Missouri,
8T, Louts, Mo.. Nov. 1.—Extensive forost
fires are raging a few miles west of Glencoe,

" 8t. Louis county, and a great deal of valu-

ablo timber and other property have been
burned  In many instances the farmors
have ploughed up their crops to check the
fdames and save their homes.

BEseaped in Night Clothes.

Lownrr, Mass, Nov. 1.—The house and
barn of William Travesty, situated on Cum-
berland road, were burned just hefore md-
night, The house wasgntted, and 13 peo-
gle escaped in their night clothes, The

arn. with a lot of hay, was totally de-
i&rggg& Loss about $3000: insurance,
& N

Fuwre Among Dry Goods,
CEDAR RarIDs, Ia., Nov. 1.—-At noon to.

. day fire started in the dry goods store of

Denecke & Yetter. and in a few minutes

the entire structure, was gutted. Loss,
£50,000, fully insured.

Only & Fire mn Dry Grass,
The alarm from 546 at 2.0% o’clock Sun-
day afternoon was foragrass fire in an open

lot at the corner of Garden and Spriug sts..
Janaica Plamn, No damae.

$50,000 Darnage to Cotton Mill

MoxNTREAL, Nov. 1.—Fire this morning
damaged Hochell cotton mills $50,000;
covered by insurance.

Locemotive Firemen’s Convention.

ALBANY.N. Y., Nov. 1.—~There were about
2000 peopls present at the Locomotive Fire.
men’s convention today in the Albany
Theatre. Members of the orzamization
were prosent (rom all parts of the country,
Grand Master Sargent spoke at length of
the benents derived from the organization
and the readiness in settling dificulttes be-
tween employe and employer.

Killed His Mother-in.Law.

Brrravo., N. Y., Nov. 1,—Oscar Ercht,
after aquarrel with lis wife here today,
shot and lkijled his motheran-law, Mirs.
Amelia Heinz.

—Charles W. Ravanaugh. 29 vears of age,
living at 38 Leverett st., got into a disbute
with an unknown man at_thé American
House, Bunday, and had his jaw dislocated.
Beis at the City Hospital.
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