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STARTS [N
KITGHER

Jamaica Plain
Hall on Fire,

(ontains Brameh of
Public Liirary.

Blaze Discovered  Aftr
Dancers Leae,

Building and Gontenis
Valued at $100,000.

Fire started thls morning about 3
o'clock in the caterer’s kitchen in the
top story of Curtis hzll, a three-atory
‘brick building on South st, near Center.
 Jamaica Plain. A first alarm and a
i third alarm were rung, the first at 2.5,
‘the third at 3:09, the second belng
omitted.

At 4 o’clock the two upper stories had
been practically destroyed and the fre
was burning toward the branch of the
public library on the ground floor.

The bullding i3 occupled on the first
floor by & branch of the Boston public
{ibrary and hy the rooms of the Ja-
malca Plain friendly society. On the
second floor is“a.' large hall and several
smaller " rboiiis.” The third floor con~
tained a large banquet hall.

The hall was occupied last evening by
the Oakdale athletic assoclation, which
gave a dance. It was shortly after
the last of the dancers had left that
the fire was discovered.

The building is valued with its con-
tents at about $100,000. It was city prop-
erty, having been presented to the city
many years ago by the man for whom
it was named.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CURTISHALL FIRE-WRECKED
Boston Daily Globe (1872-1922); Dec 16, 1908;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Boston Globe (1872 - 1927)

GURTIS HALL
FIRE-WRECKED

Loss *From $25,000
to $30,000.

Library Books Damaged, but
Not Destrofed.

Origin of Blaze is Being
" Investigated.

Fire which withstood all the water the
apparatus responding to a third alarm
could pour into it for three and a half
hours yesterday morning badly wrecked
the building knaown as Curtis hall at
Jamalca Plain.

It was a three-story brick structure
with a mansard roof. On the first floor
was a branch of the Boston public
library, contalning about 15,000 volumes,
mostly fiction and school books, which
were covered by the protective depart-
ment, and will not be a total loss,
though considerably damaged. On this
floor also was the room of the Jamalca
Plain Friendly soclety, a janitor's office
and another large room.

On the second floor was a large hall,
used for public occasions and dances,
this hall would seat 1200 people, and
had attached to it dressing rooms, a
stage and a baicony. Above it was a
banquet hall and kitchen, and above
all a blind attic running the entire
length of the building.

Monday night the Oakdale athletic
association held a dance in the hall,
which jyvas atiended by nearly 609 per-
sons. It is not Dbelieved, however. that
carelessness by smokers ecauSed the
tire. Sergt Good of division 13 and John

. Van Tassel weie i the hall as late
as £ a m, and there were no signs ur
fire than. Within 4 minutes after Vun
‘Tassel left the hall, however. Dr Or-
vilte R. Chadwcll saw flames coning
from the top of the bullding, and noti-
fled headquarters by telephone. While
the apparatus was on the way to the
fire, starter John Bagiey, at the South-
st barns, also saw the fire, and_an
alarm from box 627 was rung at 238 2
im. As soon as Dist Chief Mulligan ar-
rived he ordered a third alarm rung n,
skipping the second, 10 minutes after
the first. An attempt to fight the fire
from the inslde of the building was9
hastily abandoned, and barely in time,
the roof crashing in shortly after the
men got out of the bullding.

The fire attracted a huge crowd, and
two sergeants and 80 patroimen” were
needed to handle it.

. The fire seemed to start In the upper

part of the building, at a place where
the electric cables entered. But the
 wiring is declared to be of the most
! modern cone uit svstem, and is not sus-
pected of causing the fire,

The damage to the building will be
| from $25,000 to $30,060 The building was
" erected by the old town of West Rox-

bury as 4 town hall In 1868. It became
city property when the town became
| part of the city. It was named for
! Nelson Curtls, the old-thme contractor.
| He gave the land on which the buliding
stands to the town, of which he was a
| selectman; he also built tiie hall and
' furnished the granite trimmings fiee.
The oiiginal bul'ding is sald 1o have
cost $70,000. Nelson Curtis was an uncle
of Ex-Mayor Curtis.
' The cause of the fire is being investi-
gated

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



	AAA Curtis Hall Fire Dec 1908 - Copy
	AAA Curtis Hall Fire December 1908 - Copy

