Cunard Pier Fire, July 8, 1908,
Marginal & Clyde Streets, East Boston.

NG~ —

NIR'777,

4 i
N/ Lerano nivels S T
\\\ v " ]_ & /"—-.‘ N /{/’r.z“] v
BOSTON _ 13 ;
ALBANY Y\
GRAIN
ELEVATOR 5

CUNARD PIER _ﬁ‘_:‘

.. wsrm%"f
v o

_ X
|

! é%z/?/i/ﬁ////{’/ﬁ % ":"jl"‘ pr s

4 /fl Eﬂ}ﬂgﬁg <

I S
U=
Sketch by Post artist giving a birdseye view of the fire district
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' HUB’S FIREBOAT A “TUB” |

: Waterfront Damage Could Have Been

Greatly Rgstrlcted with Proper Float-

‘Ing Fighters
“There was no need of the ﬂre spreadn
ing beyond. the elevator,” said a leading
member of the Boston fire department |
. last night, “if we had even decent pro-
* tection for the waterfront in the shape
¢ of fireboats. The facilities we: have are

poorer than those of any port in the;

| country; poorer, in fact, that those of
. citles whose ‘commerce -and p’roperties

& .,the h rbor are exceﬂ‘ent when compe.pe
oston's.

s “At tho\ﬂre today we had the use o
~one fireboat, No. 31, which ‘can be
scribed only as a tub. It is out of
almost worthless, and hardly’ repays th
"~ work of sending it to a o

e

‘,.a» :
Ve boa one of them
s to be conside ed fak- and the
nply useless. :

at. once, but we hava had S0 many re-
buffs in trying for more boats that we
are not hoping any too much.

“Fireboat 31 is jt;sg, a  tub, nothing
more. She is slow,

| she arrives, and then skip from dock to|
dock long before she can shift fast
enopgh to keep up with it.

*“Then again, she is unwieldy, and weere |
she will go when it is necessary to steer
carefully and closely is always guess-|¢
‘work. She was built about 1889, so you
can see how far back we are. in
i a go‘od many improvemenﬁ%n‘ i

‘but she is fast, and her |
more capable. When she

an 81 evetn, :
comes from belng" repaired she will - be,: -k \

slow that a fire | ch
can . get a tremendous headway before}

oa.t 44 was bullt a year earlier |ha




$1,600,000 FIRE
IN BOSTON HARBOR

Flames Sweep Quarter of a Mile
of East Boston Piers—Vessels
Narrowly Escape Destruction.

ONE LIFE MAY BE LOST

Four Piers, Three Warehouses, and &
Grain Elevator Are Destroyed— )

Razilroads Lose $1,000,000. !

BOSTON, July &—Fanned by a brisk
north wind a fire belleved to have been
caused by spontaneous combustion or a
locomotive spark swept nearly a quarter
of a mile uf the harpor front of East Bos-
ton late to-day, causing a property loss
estimated at nearly $1,500,000. Much of
the loss falls upon the Boston & Albany
Railroad.

Daniel Sullivan, a watchman at the
Cunard Line pler, is reported missing and
is thought to have perJhed.

To-day's fire was the most destructive.
and extensive that has started along the
harbor front for many years. Within a
hali hour of the time the first burst of |
fiame was discovered four plers, three!
warehouses, a graln elevator contalning,
30,000 bushels of grain, and many loaded
freight cars had been destroyed.

The Devonian is Saved.

Beveral vessels anda llghters narrowly:
escaped destruction. The big Leyland
Line steamer Devonian, which arrived
yesterday from Liverpool, was moored at
one of the plers which was destroyed.
The big craft was warped out loto the

stream without even bhaving a 9quare
-neh of paint blistered.

Less fortunate were the British bark,
Belmont of Yarmouth, N. 8., and the
schooners - Paul Palmer, a five-masted
craft, and the O. H. Brown, a four-mas-
ter. Trke Belmont was moored by steel
cables to the pler where the fire started.
So quickly did the flames envelop the
wharf and warehouse that it was im-
g:ssible te slip the cables from the moor-

g posts, and it was necessary to resart
Lo the tedious process of cutting a half
dozen or more of the great wire ropes.

By the time the Belmont was warped
out into the stream the paint had been
burned off her steel huill, her cabins had
been praciically desiroyed, her lifeboats
charred and ruined, and her spars, salils,
and rigging so badly burned as to make
a complete new equipment nécessary,

The Palmer escaped with slight dam-
age to her foretopsail and fore rigging,
while the rigging, sails, and spars on the
forward part of the Brown were badly
charred. Several lighters were towed (o
places of safety before the flames could
reach them.

The burned area includes Plers 1_and
2 of the Grand Junction Docks, and the
pler on which stood the blg graln ele-
vator, all owned by the Boston & Albany

road Company and used by the steam-
ers of the Cunard Liue, and Pler 6, owned
by the Leyland Line. This properiy ex-
tends in a southeasterly direction along
the water front, from the foot of Lewis
Street to the wharf of the Massachusetts
Coal Company, which larter pier adjoins
the East Boston ferry slip of the Boston,
Revere Beach & Lynn Rallroad, known
as the * Narrow Gauge.'” l

The plers destroyed were each about
BOO feet long and from 20 to 300 feet
wide. Plers 1, 2, and 6 were covered each
by a large warehouse extending the entire
length and breadth of the wharves, Be-,
tween Pilers 2 and 6 was the pler upon
whieh the elevator stood.

Leboreras Enn for Their Lives, |

The fire started at 4:156 P. M. in the
warehouse of Pler 1, Grand Junction'

Docks. In this warehouse was stored an
immense quantity of combustible ma-
terial, including wool, Egyptian cotton, |
grea,se, and oil. First, & slight burst of
lame was seen, then a ¢ry was raised,
and three minutes later the entire weare-
bouse from end to end was a mass of
flames. At the time the fire was discov-
ered there were 10 laborers at work on
the pier, and with all of them it was a
race for life.

Within a few minutes from the time
the fire started the flames and blazing
embers jumped across the slip and com-
municated with the warehouse on Pier 2.
A few moments later the grain elevator
burst into flames, and then the Tfire
}:I:Le?e‘i across to Pier 6 of the Leyland

In each of the warehouses destroved
there were many cars loaded with freight
for export. All of these cars, with their
<ontents, were destroyed,

Between Pler 6 and the pier to the
eastward, that of the Massachusetts Coal
Company, a wide stretch of water inter- |
vened, and 1t was here that the fire was |
checked. Streams from the Tfireboats, |
harbor tugs, and practically the entire
strength of the Boston and Chelsea Fire '
Departments were concentrated. !

rtunately the wind was blowing off
shore and the flames did not work back
trgm‘u:e wsterf frgnt.

n account of the proximity of the fire
to its East Boston fgrnr slips the ferry-
boats of the “ Narrow Gauge " road sus-
?ended operations completely, making It
mpossible for thousands of suburhanites
living in Winthrop, Revere, and Lynn to
reach their horpes, while thousands of
others who hag been enjoying a day's out- -
ing at the besth resorts were unable to
return to the eity until a late hour to-|

night. - i

he Bosts"{.l & Albany Railroad, New!
York Centr/l, and Hudson River Raliroad, |
iessee, are :hedgreatest losers by the fire. .
1t is estimated that the railroads’ loss,
is §1,000.000, covered by blanket insurance. |
The loss of freight and grain burned is
placed at fully $400,000. Practically all of
it was insured.




The Cunard Pier Fire, East Boston, May 1, 1908



