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FHERCE BLAZE

An East Boston Block
Was Badly Gutted,

Beputy Chief Regan
Took No Chances.

Promptly Sent In a
Fourth Alarm.

Flames Fed by Dry
Wood and Shavings.

Origin of the Fire is Not Easily
Accounted For. |

S. T. Manson Owned the
Woodworking Mills.

Property Loss Itis Estimated Will
Reach $30,000.

The thst four-almm fire in East Bos-]
tou for more than a year was rung in
Jast night for a lively blaze in the wood-
working mills of 8. T. Manson, 98 to 111
Botder st. The two upper stories of the
building, which Is a long, four-storled
brick block, were badly gutted, nna the
stock nnd valuable machinery on the
two lower stoties were badly damaged
by smoke and water,

A fact that makes this fire of unusual
significance 13 that, some three weeks
azo, Fire Commissloner Henry 8. Rus-
scl) ordered the removal of the electric
butions which formetly connected the
varjous bulldipgs of the plant with en-
wine company 9 located on Paris st. No
reason I8 assigned for this action on the
pait of the commissioner.

IMed P, Manson, son of the proprie-
tor, claims that had the buttons heen
still fn the plant and in good working
order, much of the damage entalled
might have heen averted, and ‘the fire
Itself might have been confitied to small
dimensions.,

'Fhe bullding s occupled on the lower
floor by 8. I. Manson, who has his of-
fice and mokling room theve: I'rame &
M Pherson, house and ship carpenters,
and 1. L. Harris, who occupled both n
corner of this and & part of an adjoin-
Ing bullding; while a poitlon of the
second and all of the third and fourtn
flaots wero occupted by the I'honoharp
companyv as a factory.

The plant is situated in the square
bounded by Deeatur st on the north,
Liverpool st on tho east and Border st
on the wesat. The buildings are situated
on Decntur and Border sts, while there
13 n lumber shed and stables located on
Liverpool st. 'The space belween the
main buailding and Liverpool st is used
ag o Jumber yard,

Origin of Blazo.

The fire started in a passageway be-
tween the engine toom and the fire
room, shich js situnted between the
bitek buflding on the corner and the
wooden sawmlill, one story In hight,
which conuects the two main bulldings.

It was first discovered by watchman
1. N. Bauks, who was at the time in
the engine room. As he describes it, he
had merely turned around for a mo-
ment when he smelled smoke and heard
the crackling of Names, and on rushing
to the door, found a wheelbariow filled
with shavings, which was standing in
the passageway, blazing away, while
from it, teeding on the shavings and
1efuse eacelsior with whieh the pag.
sageway was fiecly stiewn, the flames
were 1adlating In alt directions, but
principally in the direction of the long
brick bullding which suffeied the most
gerious damage.

Mr Banks, who s an ecldeily man,
first teled to put out the binze by throw-
hig several buckets of water over i,
but the flames quickly got bevond his
cont1o} and he ran to the neaiest hox,
632, at the corner of Liverpool and Decas
tur stg, In his nervousness and exeite-
ment he did not make a success of r1ing-
Ing in the alarm, and the attention of
the patiolman on the beat, John 1% Mit-
chell, wag attracted to the spot.

Another young man came running up,
and was ordered by oflicer Mitchell to
ring in the alatm, while he attended to
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getting cut the horses from the stables,
Of these there weie eight,

The first alarm wak 1ung In at 9,22,
the second following at 935, the third
at 940, and the fourth at 10.20. The
second and third alarms weie rung In
at the oider of Distiict Chief Peter I,
MceDonough, and the fourth by Deputy
Chlef John Regan,

While the monetary los cattced by
the fire would not seem to wariant the
pulling in of the fourth alarm, and, in
fact, this was ficely commented upon
by the spectators, Deputy Chlef Regan
tolil a Globe reporter that his reasons
for doing so were because he observed
a long crack running from the top
toward the bottom of the wall of the
bullding In which the fire was chiefly
confined, and knowing the Inflammable
nature of the materials In, ag well as
around the building, he determined to
take no chances,

- He also rald, a fact which was patent

to all heholders, that the surroundings
of the plart were of such a natwe
that had the flames once broken out
into the adjoining buildings they would
soon have gotten beyond all control,

» Another 1cason was because about
this time the flames In the bhuining
upper story sremed to get beyond the
control of the thcomen and burst out
of the windows and through the roof
In huge masse =, driving a number of the

firemen down the ladders, and Humin-
ating the heavens for miles juound.
1'he wind had hegun to lse, and was
making it presence felt,

Firemen Driven Back,

When engine % and Indder ¢ ardved
at the scene of the fire, tho flames had
nlieady penetiated the two upper sto-
tles of the long biick building on Bor-
der st, and it was evident that a serl-
ous  conflagration  thrcatened. Ithlllt‘(,
Chtef MeDonough was Immedintely on
the »cene, aud at once ordered & second
alinm to be pulied in, and a tew min-
utes Jater a thivd,

The contents of the upper stories of
the bu'liling were of the most inflam-
mable ratwme, consisting chiefly of olls
and resinous substances used in the
palishing of the woodwork of the harps,
After the thie had once obtained a hold
on this, it blazed out <o fieicely that it
dicve the iremen hack hefore it. Dense
clouds of heavy smoke arose and float-
ed off toward the southeast, difven by
the stiong whud out to scu, This was
visible for many miles mound,

In the third story of the bullding was
situated the stock of the Phoucharp
company, which was unusually heivy
on account of the recelpt of several
large ordcra whlch were ubout to he
tilled. This also was easy prey for the
tlames,

The fact that the butlding could be
apptoached by the flremen from all
sldes enabled them o mnke heidway at
once, and it was not more than 15 min-
wites after the fowith alarm had been
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glven that they had the flames under
easy control.  Sticams were directed
against the bullding from Llverpool, De-
coatur and Border sts, and from the roofs
of adjoining huildings, and thelr influ-
ence was speedily felt,

To all utensile puiposes the flames
were extingulshed at 11, after having
burned over n considerable eatent of
space and cauged a property loss esti-
mauted at not less than $30,000.

The otlgin of the fire Is a puzzle.
According to the story told by wateh-
man  Banke, there was no apparent
reason why the shavings in the yard
and passageway should have caught
fire, and he was inclined to attribute
gpontancous comhustion as the cause,
e sald that a good part of the wasje
material around the buildings was sit-
mated with ofl and inflammable prep-
mations, There were no workmen in
the bullding when the flre broke out,
the last having left it at 9, more than a
half hour before the flames were first
discovered,

Fred Maunson, son of the proprletor,
was  also unable to anccount for the
origin of the flames, Like the ol wateh-
man, he leaned toward the spontaneous
combustion theory.

I'he Phonohaip company cmployed in
the vicinity of 7 hands, and Manson
about 33, All told, In the nelghborhood
of 200 men were emploved {n the plant,
and the most of these will be thrown
out of cmployment,

The lcss on the bulldings and stock s
fully covered by insutance, placed most-
1y through Roston agencies.

I'attick ‘Poohey, 25, a member of the
firehoat’s crew, fell from a ladder, nhac-
turing hls collar hone.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



