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Four Blarms for An
Usly Biaze,

Nsrrow Escapes frem a
Datastrophe,

A fire which broke out in the Esle=
building, numbered 210 to 216 Summer st.
caused four alarms from box 48 last
evening, and resulted in a loss which
will probublv reacli sometlung hke
§55.00 to §1n . No man can tell with-
m 310,607 ot what the actual loss will be
until a careful survey of the premuses
12 had, bur the estimates on it made by
tenants who had suffered varied between
thee tigures given above,

It wasn't a particularly spectacular
fire, but it was a stubborn one to fight,
and the firemen engaged in the battle
fullv earned thewr salarjes for a full
month in the severa! hours they were
engaged on the bhuilding. The tempera-
ture was so low that the water which
fell on the fire fighters froze as it struck
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ESTES BLOCK FiRE
LOSS $100,300.

Continued fram the Ficst Pue,
them and cotted them thickly. It ham-
pered thum in their movements. and had
the effect of making the work of con-
quering the tlames rather slow.

e bwbding o wlueh the tire was Is
really a double one. 1t I» known as the
Feies press building. In the center and
runnthg lengthwise of Summer st there
is a heavy diviling wall, making the
structare realiy two butldings, but un-
der one roof On the west It rung to
Estes pl and on Lhe east to Gilonert pi.
In the rear of It is Aldine st, a narrow
httle thoroughfare which is scarcely
more than an alley.

In the troat part of the building are 2
number of wool companies; the rear
part, where the rire bt nke out, and
where it was confined, is occupied prin-
sipahy by bookbinders and by other peo-
plecengaged in the printing trades, wiile
aeross Aldine st are several wool ware-
houses, so that Chiet Cheswell had good
cause for apprehension when he arrived
in res?onse to the tirst alurm and saw
that the fire had already secured un all
too mromising start on the upper tloors
of the rear bullding.

Discovery of the Fire.

The fite was discovered by a man wno
was passing the building on Summer st
and who noticed a strong smell ot
smoke. He went into Estes pl and saw
~moke curiing lazily out of the win-
dows on the sixth and seventh fluors at
the corner of -\ldine st and Estes pl
and ran to Lox 48 at Dewey sd. from
whicn he sent the first alarm at $:08.

There was more smoke, Lut no visible
signs of a blaze when Chiel Cheswell
arrived, but he knew the character of
the contents of the building and of
thuse surrounding it, and he sent 2
second ahirm at 9:15. The respouse of
the apparatus was not as prompt as
usual, for, although there were from
three to six horses on each englne, the
heavy snow prevented fast traveling.
and then there was also some delay in
getting at the hydrants and dragging
the hose through the piled-up snow 1n
the rear of the buildimg and getting
gtreams on, 5

An aerfal ladder was ralsed from Al-
dine st and three ladders wers run up
agunst the building irom Estes pl and
the Aremen carried lines of hese, prin-
cipnlly from chemfeal engines, up them
at first and tried to get at the fire.

All the fire they could find at first
wae in the northwest corner of the
siath tloor and it seemed to the firemen
that they would easily master it with
the force whick hid come on the sel-
end alarm, and tney held oft on throw-
ing streams of water into the bulhlding
for sereral nanutes, anxious to presveas
a water damsre. wiuch, from the mi-
ture of the business carrled on in the
bLilding, must be serlous iU solid
streams were thrown.

The fire was %o deceptlve that there
was scaresly a warning of it when it
burst, simuitanesusly it seemed. from
all the windows on the sixthandseventh
flunrs, not alone on the Aldine-st side
and the Estes-p! end. but on the Gii-
bert-pl end us well. In fact the burst
of flame came so suddenly that the fire-
men who wereon thethree ladders ralsed
from Estes p! had to drop their lines ol
hose and slide down to the ground
while the flames drove the men off of
the acral ladder, and they vulled the
lever and let that ladder drop with a
clatter which could be heard a block
away.

Value of Iron Shutters Demonstrated
Chief Cheswell ordered j11s operior
to send in o fourth alarm, omitting the
third, as soon as the tlames burst out.
but before the first of the additional
apparatus which had been summoned
had arrived the flames were bursting
thiough tne roof, and, driven by a con-
sideriible breeze from the west, were
licking agsinst the slde of the General
Electric building. .

At that time the wisdom which had
provided the General Electric builiing
with fron shutters for every window.
and which had provided the Estes Press
bufiding with a solid dlviding wall, be-
came apparent, for If it had not been
for the fron shutters of the KElectri.
bullding. it would have been set atre
on every tloor from the titth up, and the
flames would have swept through the
Estes building to Summer st. As it was,
the tiremen managed to keep the fire en-
tirely confined to the rear sectlon of the
Estes building, but it was a desperate
fizht for more than two hours te do it

With tha coming of the reinforce-
ments Chief Cheswell sent hoth water
towers into Aldine st. and with six en-
gines pumplng into them he soon had
powerful streams sweeping through the
sixth and seventh tloors, while he at-
tacked the blaze from both the bulld-
ln:.‘z_.;: which adjoined {t.

e

New England building is just
across narrow Iistes pl on the west of
the Estes building, and at the sixth
tfloor there is a bridge connecting them.
From this bridge three streams were
turned on the tire, and several other
streams were also thrown from that
side. the firemen directing them stand-
Ing in the windows of the New England
hutlding.

‘The General Electrlic building also
furnished the firemen with a good van-
tuze point from which to fisht the
blaze, for the firemen dragged severil
streams of hage into that structure, and
when the water was already an they
swung open the iron shutters, and with
the shutters as shields agninst the ter-
ritle heat turned the streams directlv
into the ULlazing upper floors of the
burning building.

Damaae Mostly by Water.

The powerful streams from the two

cater towers in the rear of the buill-
ing and the several stieams which were
reaching the seat of the flre from the
two ends of It made no appreciable im-
pression on the blaze for almost an
hour, but finaily the deluge of water be-
Lan to telt, and at 11:30 it wdas prewy
definitely determined that the fire was
under coatrol, alihough it was not out,
The *all-out” signal was not sounded
unti! early this morning.

The two toptloors whichwere occupied
by . Fleming & Co. bookbinders, were
completely burned out, and most of the
roof was burned off., Ther« was some
fire damage on the fifth fluor, but the

loss which the fire liself occasioned was
confined wholly to those upper floors.

It is probable that the greater part
of the total damage wasg cansed by
water. for tons upon tons of it were
poured into the upper stories of the
brilding and simpl$ sonked and flooded
every floor below. incluiling the base-
ment, which was filled_to overflowing.

After the basement filled up the water
Yegan running out into Aldine st, and
the two alleys alongside, and in_ the
course of an hour or so it was knee
deep. and the firemen who had to wade
throush it had an unhappy time. It was
s cold, too, that a skim of ice formed
on top of it winle the firemen were still
at work, but the fire-lighters stuck
faitb rully to their posts.

One of the hosemen who was equipped
with bip boots and a heavy rubber coat
was tr:ing Lo move a line of hose when
he slipped, and falling down went clear
umder the water, which soaked him_to
tue skin. and then froze his clothing
stiff, but he stuck to his job.

Phe ztoker and engineer of engine 39
el the touzhest 2xperience of any of
the envine men. Thelr engine was sent
Trant directly in the rear of the
; huilding, and they not only got
the beaefit of vagrant streams of water
which came over them from the top of
the building. but when the basement
had become flooded and Aldine st got
afloat they were soon up to thelr Knees
fn the jey water and trying to Keep
thelr engine at work.

Firemen Escaped a Falling Wall.

Finally the water got so high that it
ran into the firebox of the engine, and
in a short time, although a detail of
firemen were sent there to trry to open
th~ drains into the sewers, it had put
out tne fire and engine 5% was what the
flremien called 2 *“dead one.” ‘When the
tire was drowned out and the engine was
out of steam an extra etfort te open
the drains was made, and after a little
while tho water about the engine was
Inwered cnough to render starting a new
ficn possible, and engine 39 renewed its
activitles at the old stand. °

‘there were few accidents and none of
them very serious. A little boy who
wouldn't give s name was struck in
thz back by 2 brick that a stream from
one: of the water towers knocked out of
the walt: but he =aid he guegsed he
witsn't hurt very much, and rerfused to
lot ambulance surgeon look at him.
He s2id ke was going home and limped
away.

Shortly after 11 o'clock a section of
the wall where the roof had been burned
away on the seventh floor of the aldine-
st side fell with a crash directiy to-
ward a part of the crew of ladder .
who were working on ithe ground. Other
firemen saw the wall coming down wmifd
shouted a warning and the laddermen
ran for their lives. All of them got
away fn safety except ladderman Frank
A. Taylor of laaaer 1. A brick hit him
on the left wrist and hand and cut a
long gash in both. He had his wound
dressed by an ambulance surgeon from
the City hospital, who was waliting in
Summer st. and then Twylor went back
to weork.

‘Fhere were about G policemen on
hand. under command of Lieut Fro-
hock of division 2. Details of patrol-
men were sent to him from stations 1. 3,
4 and 5. Police Commissioner Adams
came down on the fourth alarm, and
stood around a while.

The Occupants.

The occupants of the Estes Press
building, in the rear, where the flre
was, were:

Rasement, E. Fleming & Co. stock-
room; Puritan Press: second floor, Puri-
tan Press; third floor., George E. Scott
& Sons, electrotypers; fourth floor, Mac-
Donald & Ailen, bookbinders, and Mac-
Donald & Son. Lookbinders: tifth floor,
2acDonald & Sons: sixth and seventh
floars, E. Fleming & Co.

Tl:e Fleming concern includes Charles
T. Baker, Charles B. and Samuel N.
Fleming, They are bookbinders.

The front of the bullding., which i«
entered at both 212 and 214 Summer st, is
ovcupied by the following: Dobson &
Wilde. wool: Salter Bros & Ca, wool;
George Harrington, wool; the TFollet
wool company; Otis E. White & Co.
waal; Willlams & Smith, wool: Puritan
press, Finkham press, U S speclalty
company., Franels A. Nicholls & Co,
publishers: H. M. Caldwell company.
publishers: Dana Estes & Co, Melster-
achaft publishing company, H. W. Cald-

well pubh=hing comdany, treasurer’s
office; iaudwig Gerhard. real estate

agent: John A. Andrews, engraver.
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