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FIREMEN OVERCOME
AT $400,000 BLAZE

Foss & Co, Wool Waste
Houso, Burned

Fighters Wear Gas Masks During
Battle With Flames

Upsward of @ score of firemen were
temporarily overcome while fighting
the most serious fite Boston has known
in months, vesterday morning in the
wool wiste' house of Posg & Co, Inc,
205-007-509  Atlantle av  and estending
through to 8 and 240 Purchase st. The
damage was about $100,000. 1t wasy the
flist fire In Boston's history, according
to Chief Walsh, wheie the smoke and
gasseg compelled the firemen to wear
gas masks and breathing protectors,

ffour nlurmms were sodnded for the fite
which for more than an hoor thientened
the enthe business section aulong Atlan-
tie avy and Purchase st, between [ed-
eril and Congress stg, The fire wus dis.
covered gpboul H:05 a4 m by patiolman
Jegso Bradbury of the City Hall-av Sta-
tion. 11lg anttention was attracted to the
building by a Hlaming awning at the
rear of the 1cosy building, tle sounded
an alarm Gom box 1121, and shortly
afterward patrelman S, . Convoy
vounded an skum for tne same the
from box 12,

With the arrlval of the first firemen
another alarm wasg ordered and 16 min-
utes Inter a third was sent in. The
fourth alarm was sounded at 6:16 at the
orders of Chief Walsh.

Flames Drive Firemen Off

The building was packed with bales
of wool waste from the second (loor to
the top, and when the Hames got going,
the entire structure was a roaring fir-
nuce and firemen found it fmpossibie
to keep the ladders st the building,
They were compelled therefore to fight
the tise from the tops of nearby build-
ings

The smoke wus so thick and heavy
that it almost strangled the’fircien
mtil they put on gas masks,

During the euarly sgtages of the fire a
number of hot-air explostons took place
on the fourth and top floors. A stout
the wall prevented the fhe spreading
into*the Armour Leathcr Company, -
€03 Atlantic av, and 24241 Purchase st,
The smoke worked ity way into the
Armonr building, however, and a con-
siderible amount of cut sole leather
on tho upper foor was damuged by
smoke and water.

Big Crowd on Hand 0

I'ire  Cotnmissloner John R, Murphy
mrited on the scenc long before the
fire was under control, and, with Chief
Walsh, ditected the ‘ghtiag of the five,

A big crowd ;ﬁxthcrcd to watch the
fire and shortly before 7 o'clock Atlan-
tic av, from i'edernl st to Congresy st,
was roped off,

The men of Engiges 8, 6, 25, 39 and 50
n}nltusc(l themselves on the Purchuse-st
slde.

ft war found that a five door on the
third floor wns open and Chief Walsh
believes that it was open before the fire
started. Spontuneous combustion was
given as the cuuse.

Dist Chief Alfred J. Caulffeld and
Acting Dist Chief Jumes MeMahon, with
13 members of Engine 156 and Ladder
39, who were working on the second
floor on the Atlantic-av side, had a
providential escapa from death, just
hefore 10 o'clock when the third floor
collapsed.

'The floor went quickly and with =«
crash,

But, fortunately, there was a minute’s
warning, and the fuemen all succeeded
In{r‘enchmg the windows and gaining
safety.

One unusual fealure occurred after it
was kuown that the this was under con-
trol It was pay day for the firemen of
the district In whizh the fire was buin-
ing, and as goon as they (ould be gpared
from the fighting they were paid off in a
nearby drug stoie.

During the fire the following firemen
were injured Ly smoke, gas and falling
debris: N

John Kennedy of Ladder 13, overcome
by smoke while at work on _the 100f.

John Shanley of Engine 25, overcome
on street after he had withdrawy from
building.

Willlam Fallon of Sngine 39 and 1Ed-
ward Covennly of Engine 23, overcome by
gas and smoke.

John Gormley of the Boston Protective
Department, fnjured about the face and
hands by flying debris,

I'red Newell and KEdwin Chamberlain,
Ladder 8, cuts about hands,

Charles U, Long Jr, gon of the flrebont
captai, and John M, Glynn of the Pro-
tective Department, overcome by smoke,

John J. Dunbar, Engine 39, overcome
by smoke and taken to the Haymaikel.
st Relief Station in a chlef's auto. Con-
dition not serious,
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