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A TERRIBLE CALAMITY.

Trestructive Fireon Hanover Street—Three Fire-
men Killed and Many Injured by a Falling
WWall—Narrow Ercupe of Working cople—
Eaamples of Heroism and Presence of
Mind,

Hardly hias the excitement produeed by the events
of the gieat fire ol last November rubsided when fu-
telligence of another tertible calamity can-cd by con-
Hagration, appals the publie mind,  The destractive
effects of fito which have now to he chronieled,
though considerable, are insignificant in comparivon
with that of the November five, while the sacrifice ol
Life and limb is of almost equal magminde,  Atout
ten o'clock, sesterday forenoon, fire broke out Ina
siv-stony builting at the eorner of Hunover and
Blachetone sticets, in tho third »tory. This floor
and those above it wete occupied by Go Al Sammett,
manufaetuter of mattrasses, bodding, ete, Thestock
ured iy thix manafactare i~ ol eourse of a very com-
ustililo quality, and the tlames spiead with great
rapidity,  The cployes, mo-tly gitls, were naturaily
overeome with fright, and tled from the seene in
vanious dineetiong, A few got ont ot the windows of
one of the starles upon an adjoining roof, and cseuped
ton place of safety at once, Others, less fortunate,
finding theiv egress by the stafeway cut oft by fire
and smoke, teok refuge on the upper roof of the
building, whenee, for o while, there scemed to be no
porsible meang of eseape, he excitement amd alarm,
bath on their partand the spectators below ..\\ho were
unable to tench them, wete intense, llaid not the
eiremmstances under which the alum of fire took
plitce been very peculiay, there would have |I\EL"II
pmple resomces at hand in the way of tiremen’s
adders, .

Just previous to this fire being discovered, an
alarm had Deon sounded* from boy 53, the cause ot
which was insigniticant.  The tiremen of the centie
ot the city responded instantly, aml started with
their apparatus in the direction of Bovlston street
where boy 53 is located. [mmediately atter this
box had been struck upon the bells_three times, the
sigual was chunged and the almm followed from box
17, denoting the Hanover street thhe. By (his thme
the fire apparatus, and espeetatly the hook aind ladster
enrtingesnearest the Hanoverstreet box,waswellon its
was toward Boylston stieet. The real peril of the hour
wais roen niderstood, however, and the apparatus took
the return course, moving as 1apidly as possible, m the
enowy condition of the streets, townrd Hanover street.
T the weanw nle the Hames had been working towards
the reof, where the girls were hemmed in, spporently
doomedd to destruction; but, before the arvival of the
lasdders, other menns had been ddevised to extrieate
them, ty traversing rome of the adjuining poofs.
One givl, named Maty Ellen Moore, was $o overcone
by frght that she did not seek to rench the roof,
but leaped from o third-story window, and, in fall-
ing, struck first the rail of an awniug and then the
sidewalk, She was tahen up senseless and conveyed
to uelglxbomuf" apotheeary store, where it did not
appear that any bones were broken, but that her inju-
ries were internal, and no doubt serious,

Great credit is due to one ot the gitlsupon the roof,
Miss Mary Keefe, by whose presence of mind amd
fhinnss the Hives of some ol the others were no doubt
saved. Such was the terror produced by the situa-
tion that one or moie of those on tho roof essayed to
leap off, but were proyeuted by personal appeal and
wartly by force withiheld thein from the desperatenct.

Vile o part of the fire appmatus had, as above
stated, been attracted away from the s:ene of real
danger, another part of it encountered  the
Hauover #tient fire while on the way towanl
Loylston street.  Eugine No. & and some of
th¢ hose companies may thus be said to have
run right into the Hanover street fire,  Instantly

operntions were begun for subduing the tHamnes, and |

as fost a8 tho apparatus arrmved jony ladders wers
ralscd against the Hanover street wall, and a deluge
of water was pourcd into the building. The flames,
though hot and fierce, visibly yiclded to this assault,
and it §s worthy of note, as i contrast to sume of the
experiences of the November five, that the hoscmen,
on this occaston, found no dificulty in sending n
stream of water from the sidewalk to the Freuch

roof.

Judiclous and energetic efforts in this way had
eftict in petting the five under_perfeet control, and
vothing further of n serious character was appre-
hended, But the worst was yettobe. A tifth ladder
had been placed in position to the roof, and the
tircen  were about to  nacend, when, without
warning, and to the horror of all, speetators s well
as firenien, the routherly half of the liauover street
wall bulged out in the middle, and fell entire from
the second story to the roof into the street, earrying
with §t fitrcen or sizteen firemen, who were on the
tadders, many of whom were buried o the debris,
The catastrophe wus all the more astounding from
the fact that no fire existed in tho building except in
the roof story at the time; the floors were appareutly
intact, owing to the vast quantity of water that had
been poured on o thei throngh the windows whilo
the tire wap at Hs height, and there was no visible
cause for apprehension. The wall appeared stanch
and strong from an outside view; bat, by the manuer
i which the broken part fell, it was apparent that
thers was f gerlous defect {n its construction, tho
inner and outer lx?'crs of brick evidently parting
easily before reaching tho pavement, as though tho
tlling between them was of poor qunilty of niortar,
An examination showed also that it was but eight
fnches i thicknees, correspomding to the widthiof
two brichs,

One incident in this connectlon was peculiarly thifl-
Hng.  \When the wall broke, between the thind and
fourth stories, the longest ladder was struck nearly
Lalf way of its length, and foreed from the building
without immediately breaking, Charles  ugerolt
of Howe No. 2 was the only man upon it, nearly
at the top, He trnm-lou»l{ kept his hold In the lofty
positicn while the Jadder swang out over the
strect, dlaplaying a presenco of miwl rarely wit-
nessed  esen under  cirewmstances, i possible,
more appilling, ‘lhe spectacle lasted but for a
moment.  ‘The ladder brohe in its Jower section.
Still he hept his hold, und eame down with the
upper quarter of the splice, lnnding but lttle harmed
on the opposite sidewalk, clear of the mass that had
falten In advance of him, The police had hept the
wireet so thoroughly clear of lookers-on that few
were hit by 1y Ing bricks and fragments of slate from
the roof, 'The rush of the firciuen to the rtescuc of
their eomtades was shinply herofc.  They did not
seem to heed in the least the danger that was Inmi-
nent of the fail of the northerly half of the wall,
The citizens and gpectators who saw the disaster
were trantie in the extreme, rushing wildly hither
and thither like maniacs, but this condition of thilngs
did not 1a~t o minute, The well-tralned police bad
thew soon under control,

A number of perzons were fnshde the bullding, en-
gaged in throwing goods from the windows, and eiti-
7ins on the sidewalk directly beneath were busily
engaged in earrying them away to a place of safety.
As saon us potribie the Boston Fuslleery, Capt. Snow
turned nut, and were employed in keeping the crowid
hack from the ro‘bcn. which were stretehed across the
territory in the vicinity of the fire. ‘Fhe injured men
were ph hed wp by those who rasbed to their rescne,
and a Lamber of them taken into the apothecary
store on the corner of Blackstone and Hanover
streety,

John Prince, who was killed, was at the time of the
accigent on ome of the »hiort l:\tidcrs, and workingasa
substitute on the roll of the company, As the top ot
the wall fell ont he commenced to descend the tadder,
not hefng hit by the brick and wood. A secoml later
aud the outeries of the crowd vingled with the noise
of the fallen mogonry, und Prince wont in with the
fulling deébris,  When taken out with the 1est he had
‘received fatal fnjuries, He was at once carried to
{hie Firat police station, and Lr. Moore called,  Noth-
ing could be done for him. aml he expired with
ouly his police and fire friends about him. He was
tahen then to his home on Suratoga street, in Bast
liobllon. His ngge was twenty-two years, and unmar-
rled.

Brown P. Stowell of steamer 13 was on the long
Lulder above the fourth stoty when the walls first
commenced to fall,  Like the falling of a huce der-
rick the Jong poles swayed oft, partly bowed with it
Iving freight, and then landed its burden on the
pavement.  Stowell was thrown to the opposite side-
wolk. and those who picked him up Jooked upon him
us dead. There was, however, life in him, without
cenpeiousnesy. A plece ot the ludder was picked up
and taken for a bier for the wan, whose breath was

towing thick and faint. %1e he reached the station

cuse, e was among the killed, 1113 home i3 on

:h:m«fw ay, Seuth Boston, aud to that he was properly

ahen,

Engine 15 probably furnished one more to the quota
of kiled, James Storks, n machinist, residing with
his fumily nt 24 Woodard strect, and n member ot that
coempany. e, too, was on the long ladder when the
shcek was evperienced, and, with the others, fell,
Teaving his hold on the ladder in his intense fr\ght,.
he shot downward lke a plumb and was engulphed
in the brick, mortar and timber. With commendable
heroisin some of s companions tushed to the breaeh,
with its threatening masses overhead, and selzed his
body andd brought it forth, while their brother pipe-
men ¢ooled and eleansed the mrabout them withtheie
wtreams of water, The injured man was taken into
J.d. Colton’s drug store nd at once kindly cared
for. His injurles were pronounced firtal, for the blool
win Izpuing from Uis enrs, mouth and nose, amd voine
ot his hady bones were broken. He was then taken
to the Massachueotts Generand IHospital, where he
died at twenty minutes before six o'cloek lnst even-

ingr.
William Bakerof steamer 11, reslding at 12 Bremen
street, Fast Boston, a harness-imaker by trade, nas

© badly but not dangerousiy mjured, When he fell with

the Imdder on the Banover street side, he was strack
by the gebrls about him anwd 1eceived injuries to his
leg, ;{ml before he could recover from his prostrate
pesition s portion of one of the ladders struek and
mjured his buck,  He was taken into the store ot Dr,
Moore, the apotheem y, and lns wounds dressed,

Among tho-e taken trom the ruing was lHemy R,
Damary of steamer 11, and a rvesident of No, 41 Or-
Jeans street, East Boston,  1le waq well up 2 ladder
on the Hanover stieet fueade, when he was precipi-
tated to the ground; still, when extricated, ho wus
found only »lightly bruised. Two of hose 8 men
were equally fortunate, Edward Martin was in the
thind story of the bailding, and when the eormce and
top ot (he wall fell he ruahed to the street front and
called for o ladder,  Hardly bad the call heen given
when asceond erash was heaid, amd he was Jost in
the eloud ot dust and smoke,  He was taken ont with
only a few cuts on the forehead and face. William
Marahail of the snme compiny was on @ short ludder
outside the bullding, but was only slightly injuied,

Among the other parties injured were: “Thomng
Merritt of Hose No, 2, badly injnred on the bead and
legsn; C UL Smith of Engine No, 15, slightly inyured ;
Henry L, Sunth of Cambridge, employed by Faller,
Dana & Fitz, strack on the heil b mlflnu denris aud
dangerously imyured; Marl W, Hayes; Steamer No,
15, injurerd about one of his hips; Sylvester Stoue of
hose 3, slightly injured; Samuel Hurington, hoss 9,
shehitly injurcid; Mozes A, Packard of the Insurance
brigade, slightly injured.

Horemman Gioves of steam fire engine ¢ had a
narrow egcape,  When the excitement caused by the
faliing Lad partinlly subsided, so that the firemen
could look around, Groves was miseing; and, ag he
had been foen just previously to aseend one ot the
laddera, his comrades gave him up tor lost, But e

wasn't, 3e was aseending the ladder in front of No,
162, hose in hand, and hearing i noisc overhead, he
promptly jumped from the ladder to the window
opporite 1 thoe thied story, where he remained seeure
from harm untif the copnng on that pait ot the build-
wg fell, when he emerged from his hiding place, sale
and round, and promptly resumed his pesition at the
mpe.

Lhe pipe men ot (Tore Neo. | had a narrow eseape,
having yust leit their station on the ladders, for the
tearol that the water had been_shint off from their
e, and, as the sohe wes siffocaling, they Celt au-
thatszed to withdiaw 1l the water wad let on again,

'l he bualdmg i« n brick tive-story one with Mansad
root, secupying about one-third or more of the space
froning cu Hanovey sticet, between Blackstone and
Umon sticets, the nombers being 152, 13 and 136,
and ostendiygg some eighty feet on Blackstone strect,
dhe bulding is mainly ‘oceupted as tollows: The
upper three stores amd the attie e held by
Go A, Samett as o wattrass manatactory.  The
x-gom-ll «tory and the grownd tom e occupled by
Fossonden & Oegood, diy goods dealers; J. W,
Pepper, contectiomr; Naitonw’s coftee and Junch
reem, and Hands? hah dieesang <aloon,  there being
on Hanovat street. On Blachstone sticet, the cellur
s ocenpred by seseral produce dealers, and the ground
floor by R. McLovd, countiy produee, and R
Lowell, plumber,  Many jears ago the locality of this
the was veenpled by (he thm ot J, M, Beebe & Co,
as a1 hat store, - At that time, however, the buakiding
was ouly three stories high, and wus comparatively
seenre,

‘I ke origin of the tive i« said to Wave been from a
defeetive thue m Haredy®  barber shop, from whenee it
I»tmm,ll into the reom where the mattiasses were
Hared,

Coroner E. B, Moore cummoned a jury of iquest
on the bmll) of 1P, Stowel], who viewed the re-
wains at the police station, ‘Fhey then adjouned
till ten o'clack, to-day, when they will examine the
lueality of the disastel,

‘Ihe propetty ot Mr, Saminett is totally destioy ed.
His stock war worth about $20,000, upon which there
is msurance of &5000,

‘L ie building is owned by the befes of Dr, Shat-
tuck, though My, Smpmett had a ten years' leaso of
it. About a year ago the lesree made an addition of
one story and a French root to the height ot the
Luilding, It is valued at $22,000, and is damaged
SLLLGY or S 15,000,

Fessenden & O-good, dry goods dealers, had a
stoch valued at $20,000 1 (e store, and un insur-
unce of about §10,660, which will cover the actuul
tess, Their paoperty was well loohed after by the in-
Nluinlncc brigade, who coveretd it thickly with ther
¢loths,

Mre, Pepper, who cartied onn a wholesale confee-
ticnery business in the mome of her deeenased his-
band, had a lage stock, which is mostly destroyed.
Lots $10,600; ineured for STU00,

‘1 e Blachstone street oceupants were mastly small
dealers, They were protected by the Insutaues bri-
gn'dc atd do ot surtnin heavy Josses,

The loss of R, I, Spaulding, muction and commis-
slon business, I, L. & o, A, Raddin, cigais and to-
bacco, and William Farrow, boot-matker, was small,

Marsts, O, 8. Woods and C. A, Scott are at the
General Hospital, the former having sn arm and
thigh broken, but is still comfortable; the latter had
g jaw bichen, and was injured wvureli'imcnmll).
e rallied about half-past nine sutiiclently to permt
of his wouml Leing dressed, after which he agrin be-
came uhconscious,  The pl’xy.-,iclnns think he cannot
recover, Greotge Ladnine of hose 4 Hesat the City
Hospitul sennously injured, ns Is also James Delap,
A} l'm was struek by a stick of timber,

The roport that Mr. Sunmett, thie lesseo of the
‘ﬁ\uluing, had been injured, must base Leen jncor-
1cet, as be was seen in a storo on Union _street, be-
tween ene ond two o'clock, enquiring for n place
where ke could rusume buriness at once.

Mre. Summett anployed ten or a dozen girls, sl
Lisides those 1epotted elsewhere to have been in-
jured, iwo have been snissing il the afternoon, aml
are supposed to have been erushed in the riing when
the walls fell, Their numes are Mary Babb and
Lizzie Hanhs; the former was Inst eeen stunding in
the room, reerngly bewiklered by her periloas eon-
ditlon,  Miss dauhs told her companions that she
was gofug buck after her wateh, and al-o to chiange
her dress, sluce when ncither has been seen.  About
tive o'cloch & wall and a sall bag, found nmong the
debris, were biought into Station V. and identitied as
the property of Miss Hanke, ‘The total loss of life i3
as follows: Three killed, two missing, twelve seriously
injured and seven slightly injured.
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