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FiremenDriven From Ladders by
ames and SeveralExplosions.

New Ladder Truck and’ Fort Hill-Sg
Headyuariers Threatened,

Tour alarms following an sutomstic
plarm were given early yesterday
morning for a dangerous fire in the six~
story bullding 221 High st corner of
Purchase st, which caused a loss estl-

mated at $75,000.

The bullding for a number of years
was occupled as a brush manumctorg
of John L. Whiting & Son and is owne!
by tbe J. L. Whiting real estate trust.
The damage to bullding will be at least
$15,000

The building is occupled on the first
floor and basement by Wild & Stev‘ens.
manufacturers of printers’ rollers; ¢
the second by Charles L. Ireson, dealer
in leather belting tg n;lls 1;a.m!in ;:‘cl-

; the third by the Brooks -
gg?t%srlng company, makers of jew&}ers:
cases and noveltles; £ oy
the Pm:alt);J p&ntlng‘s l;:ompu.ny. on

by the Crown 1 1
géltrtxxpnx};y. owned by the King cox‘por‘:;.v
tion ofi Lynn, and on the top floor by
the Burbank engraving companyiii
A. J. Morse & Son, makers of d! vlng
apparatus and fire department supplies.

The fire started on the secon ﬁoer
and uickly burned up thmu;l,{x.
the building and in half an hour bro é
out through the roof. Within a nﬁn‘llx e
after the aulomggg :J%rm 1was sounde

ws of € 3
}:}xlgdgxf% were on the scene the ﬂrehmi‘sie
belng separated trom the burning build-
ing only, by Washington ct, & narrow

eway.
p%ﬁ%ﬁty ghiet Grady went along with
the men and imme late:sy sent In 8an
alarm from box 47 at 8:25, following it
with & second alarm in less than 10

nutes.
m’lrhet building s considered a danger-
ous one by the flremen, as they know
the floors are loaded with heavy stock
and machinery and were afraid of the
walls buckling and falling out.

Mullen Orders Extra Alarms.

They gave their attention immedlate-
1y to ventilating the bullding, Capt Mc-
Donald of ladder 18 and his men going
around to the southerly side of the
bulldlnﬁland opening up the iron shut-
ters with which the building Is equipped.
The firemen had the advantage of belng
able to attack the fire from all_sides.

The building Is bounded by High st
Purchase st, Belcher lane and Wash-
ington ct. Both of the latter are so
narrow that the men_ found it difficult
to work in them, and more than once
they were foroed to give up owing to
the heavy smoke and the danger of the
building collapsing.

Chief' Mullen ordered a «hird alarm

t and when the flames burst
menacing the fire house and the
slx-story.buildlnf across on tha
other side of Belcher lan
ourth alarm, calling out every piece
of apparatus In the city proper and
many from the suburbs.

With the additional apparatus towers
1 and 3 were run up In front of the
bullding on' High st and dld effective
service in drowning out the es.
The building itself is divded by a fire
wall which runs back from Igigh st,
there being entrances on each floor.
This was to thd advantage of the fire-
l1'1;:3;111 gs plg rnéna.bleg él;xené tﬁ;dlg,ap the fire

or o e bu abuttin,
Washington ct. o Hing

Tnis slde of the bullding is used gen-
gﬁanyt lVtgr mg}.?umggmn% and storage,

e other section ng given 'up more
to offices for the display of g'oodg.

Teehan's Cre'w In Hot Place.

Although there wero several alight
explosions, the firemen stuck to thelr
task, especlally the men of englne 7
under command of Lieut Teehan. The
company had & line on the fire escape
on Purchase st and held their places
through all the smoke. Lieuf Teshan
was complimented for his ' efficient
work. Around In Belcher lane the
anen of ladders 8 and 14 had & hard
time of it. They were working lines
from ladders which they had thrown
up but wera finally forced back when
ltlhgdﬂu.meg lt:o}llxrs{ %l:irough the windows,

cking a e ladders and nearl
building across the lane. early the

The men got their lines down and

e ho semt In a |

shifted the ladders to the othor side
and then carried the lines up and
fought the fire from the windows and
roof there. The smoke was so dense
that nothing could be seen end thelr

osition was extremely hazardous. In

ashington ct, between the burning
building and the three-story fire house
in Fort Hill sq, Capt Richardson of
engine 15 and the men of engine 4 had
an_extremely hard time.

They also were driven out when the
flames burst through and then rushed
into the firehouse and took up a posi-
tion in the hay loft, Lilnes were low-
ered by Capt Richardson and he made
an effort to get some hose attached
but he had to wailt several minutes
owing to the confusion of lines, When
the llnes of hose were finally hauled
up very effactive work was done.

In this case the firemen fought to
save their own home as it was threat-
ened by the flames, and Chief Mullen
was fearful lest the flames cross the
court. He instructed his men to get a
iine and the building was wet down,

Firemen Ordered From Bullding.

‘While the fire was hidden for some
time, when it did break out the situ-
ation became serious. Ladder 14, 8 new
ludder recently purchased, was up on
the Purchase-st front and the flames
when they burst through caught the
.adder. It was hastily gotten out of
the way. _

The crews of engines 25, 88 and 89 went
into the buildinx?' and fought the fire
at close range for a time, but when
Chief Mullen saw that the filre was as-
suming large proportions lte ordered tha
men out as he didn't want to take a
chance on the floors glving way under
the added welght of the water being
poured in by the towers.

Hand lines were run from the two
firgboats and did'good work. In fact
about 4:15 the blaze apparently had
been sufficlently subdued to warrant the
shutting down of the water towers.
Hardly had this been done before the
fire burst out with renewed force, send-
ing showers of sparks and ﬂa.rr{es high

in the alr.

The chief at once gave orders for’

tower 1 to be connected up again and in
'es3 than flve minutes its nozzle was
selehing forth a heavy strgam through
the upper floor windows. The tower
vemained in action for nearly half an
hour before Chief, Mullen ordered it
shut down for the second time.

The fire belng under control shortly
after § a number of engines were sent
back to quarters, but it was not until
5:06 that the all out signal was sent in.
Considerable difficulty was experienced:
in getting the apparatus to the fire, as
a number of extra horses have been
\‘ pr?ssed into service owing to the heavy
going.

This was especlally true of the towers
[wh!ch welgh six or seven tons. The
lead horses on tower 1 acted so badly
ron the way to the firo that they were
| taken off and sent back to quarters.

Chemical 1 Is Damaged.

Just as chemical 1 from Bulflnch st
neared the scene of the fire the machine
skidded and, striking agalnst the curb-
ing, threw the horses heavily against
the pole, breaking it off short.

So_much water was poured into the
bullding that the damage from that
source will probably he &s heavy as
from the fire, If not greater. The base-
ment was flooded level with the sireet
‘and Wild & Stevens, who occupy it
and the first floor, will lose heavily.

Mr Ireson, who occuples the second
floor, arrived at the fire when it was
neariy out and sald he could not esti-
mate his loss, as his stock was always
shifting. He carries a line of leather
belting, which he sald was easlly dam-

% water, for once it is wet and
drles, z'he leather has a tendencg to
crack and s of little if any use after-
ward.

The Brooks manufacturing com
on the third floor carried & heavy stock.
The Pool printing company had a num-
ber of valuable aPresaes and a large
quantity of special type svhich it is be-
Jleved were heavily dameged. h
Crown shoe company on the fifth floor
was also well stocked and the leather

o

Q

gtored thera suffered considerable dam-
BREO.

i‘ou.r years ago yesterday there.was a
slight fire in the building and the bulld-
ing was slightly damaged by fire since
that time. Chlef Mullen said that bul
for the party wall the fire undoubtedly
would have spread to the Purchase-st
ildevim. Ithe building, causing a much

eavier loss.

Ho also was pleased with the fire
shutter% &lth l;vhlctxxu thetr bullt(]l]ln% lts
equipped, they all opening from the out-
s(l]aepgnd quickly operated by the fire-
men giving them a chance to ventllate
and lessening the chances of hot alr
exploslons.

As it was, however, there were at
least six exploslons and each time a
ghower of burning embers wers hurled
through the windows.-and fell on tha
firemten working below.

Hotel Guests Aroused.

The clang of the fire bells and the
ghrieks of the engine whistles quickly
aroused the guestg at the hotel Ross-
more, on the opposite side of Purchase
st. A few of the guests left their rooms
and went to the office. They weére as-
sured by the night clerk that there was
no danger, and while some of them re-
malined to see the firemen at work the
majority of them went back to thelr
rooms. A

A big force of police was on hand to
take care of the crowd, which it was
expected would show up, but Sergt
Mason of division £ and his men had
little to do, as not more than 100 men
and boys ware on hand. Commissioper
Daly was an interested observer of the
way the fire was handled and Ex-Com-
missioner Wells was on hand as usual.

The hig fire houge in Fort Hill sq re-
sembled a Ulvery stable for & time,
belng crowded with the outfits of the
district chlefs, Word was passed
around that Commissioner Daly had
ordered coffee for his men but later
{t was learned that he was unable to
yet any much to the disappointment of
he wet and chilled filremen.

Just about the time the flre broke
out a long traln of cars which was

being shifted from the Boston & Maine
yards to the New Haven yards pulled
down Atlantic av and was held u% ow-
ing to tho lines from the fireboat being
across the tracks. After they had been
taken up the irain trled to proceed bt
it was with extreme djfficulty and 1t
took nearly half an hdur to get the
train entirely out of the way.

Chlef Mullen when asked as to the
cause of the fire said it was impossi-
bie to determine.
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