A FRESH HORROR!

Boston; May 27, 1875; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Boston Globe (1872 - 1927)

pg. 1

A FRESH HORROR!

A Five-story Brick Build-
ing Destroyed by
an Explosion,

LOSS OF LIFE AND PER-
SONAL DAMAGE.

A Terrible Scene of Excite-
ment—Two Fire Alarms
Rung Inm.

TEE POLICE AND FIRE DEPART-
MENRTS PROMPTLY AT WORK.

Searching the Chaos of Brick and
Mortar for the Bodies of the
Dead and Wounded.

THRILLING SCENES ABOUT THE
RUINS-NARROW ESCAPES.

The Damage to Property in the Vicinity—
Stores and Vehicles Shattered—-A
Horse-car Thrown Across
the Street.

SCENES AND INCIDENTS OF THE
DISASTER.,

"The List of Killed and Wounded,
So Far as IXnown-—>More
TVodies Probably in the
Ruins—Full Details
ot the Afinne.

The wost starthing sensation of this week,
so rife wfl{h thrilling events, ocenrred at 6 3y
o'clock, last evening, when an explosion, for
which it is impossible at present to account,
reduced the large five-story Lrick building,
on the southwest corner of Washington and
La Grange strects, to a mass of brick, mortar
and sbattered timber, and cansed the death
of several persons and the wounding in
various degrees of a large numUer. The blast
which wrecked the building in guestion was
a dull, heavy explosion, accompanied by a
blinding glare of  light, and a2
shower of dirt, ashes aml débris,
which pervaded the whole vicinity, and
caused the utmost excitement and alarm.
Not only was the building in which it oc-
curred, and which was occupied by the drug
store and soda-water manufactory of G. D.
Dows & Co., entirely destroyed, but consider-
able damage was done to buildings in the
vicinity, and to vehicles in the street. Plate
plags windows were shattered, a passing
strect-car tirown to the further side of the
street, a wagon, standingin La Grange street,
blown to atoms, and other vehicles thrown
about as if mere toys. Persons in the drug
store and on the street were hurled to

a distance, in  some instances through
the windows of stores across the
strect. The wnumber of persons in

the fated building at the time is not definitely
known; neither can the total loss in killed
and wounded be accurately estimated until
the d¢bris which fills the cellar shall have
been overhauled, as it is probable several
more are buried in the ruing, So far ascan
be ascertained at an early, hour this moraing,
three persons were killed outright, three
others are in a dying condition, and ten or
twelve others are known to be wounded. Of
course, the terrible affair caused a tremen-
dous excitement throughout the city, and
jmmense throngs of people gathered
about the scene and remaiuved for
howms, watching the work of extricating the
killed ana wounded, and indulging in the
wildest rumors and speculations. Two
alarms of fire were rung in, calling the entire
Fire Department of the city proper, to extin-
guish the flames which broke out directly
after the explosion, and to remove the ruins
which held the unfortunates carried down in
the crash. The police promptly took charge
of the place, and stretched ropes across the
street in the vicimity to keep back the crowd
and enable the firemen to  work
efficiently and successfully inside. There
were many bair-breadth escapes and many
cases of deliverance with shght injuries from
what seemed the certainty of o horrible
death. As to the cause of the disaster, the
wildest and most conflicting theories are in-
dulged. It seems certain that uo one
knows the origin of the destruction or the
element which produced it. A scarching in-
vestigation will so doubt be made, but it is
doubtful if the matter is ever fullvy settled.
Below will be found full and graphic accounts
of the startling affair, with its consequences,
prepared by a corps of reporters of THE
GLOBE, who were carly at the scene.

THE BUILDING DESTROYED.

A Drug Establishment Demolished—The Per-
sons in the Building—Work of the Fire-
men and Police.

The building destroyed was that of G. ). Dows &
Co., spothecaries and manufacturers of soda
water apparatuf, old number 525 Washington street,
corner of La Grange street. A small three-story
butlding at the rear, No. 14 La Grange street, was
also totally demolished, The ground floor of Dowa's
buildiog was occapled by Dowe’s drug store, the
second floor by S.T. Frazier, custom tailor, whlle
Mrs. L. G. Hersey, a romewbat noted clairvoyant,
koown as *‘Mad Lillie,” {ed rooms on the
third fleor, and the remaining apartments were occu-
pled by lodgers. The building was five stories in
Lejght,and had a frontage of twenty-five feet on Wash-

ingion street. It was completely demolished and
fell within & woment after the explosion, buryinga
uumber of occupants in the ruine,

So far as ascertained, there were filtcen or twenty
persons in the building at the timo of the explosion.
At 8 P, M. nine hatl been taken out of the ruine, of
whom but two were fatally injured. A man named
Pratt was thrown bodily from a window by the
fhack, and all the glaes within a block of the build-
ing was shattered. Sergeant Thomas of StationIV,
was on the ground quickly after the explosion, and
ran to give the alurm, but rome one was ahead of
lam, and the alarm was sounded from the box at the
corncrof Washington and Boylston streets, exactly
ove minute and & half after the explosion, The Fire
Department rallicd with its customary promptness,
and the flames, which were now burstiog from
every partof the débris were quickly extinguisbed,
The news of the awful occurrence spread Hke wild-
fire throughout thecity;a ] alarm was rung In
at G.44, and immense throngs invaded the streetsin
the locality for adistance of many blocks. The po-
Hce seconded the efforts of the firemen nobly, and
did their best to keep back the tremendous crush,
and to remove the sufferers as expeditiously as pos-
sible, Asfast as the wounded were removed they
were taken to the City Hospital 1u ambalances and
every available vehicle,

DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPLOSION.

A Heavy, Dull Shock—The Startling and
Thrilling Scene—Injuries and Narrow Es-
capes of Bystanders.

The explosion occurred within a few seconds of
6.30 o’clock. An eye-witners told a GLOBE reporter
thit the sound was mot sharp, but muffled and dead,
like a heavy *boom!" It was 80 heavy aa to shake
the carth for a great distance, and immodiately the
air in the vicinity was filled with flying bricks,
beame, and olouds of blinding dust. No flame was
virlble from the strest, When the explosion occurred,
2 GLOBE reporter waa standing in front of the bulld-
ing of A, Whiincy & Co., No. 680 VWashington street,
opposite Dows’s corner. The first incldent which at-
tracted his attention was the abrapt flight of & hack
from  the street to the sidewalk where he
atocd. Mr. A, R. Corliss, who was looking into the
hat store at the corner of Washington and Kuoeeland
streets, says fbe first thing he poticed was the top-
phng over of the walls of the buoilding and the
tesritic crashing of the rafters as they fell. He says
be saw & carriage contfaining three ladies overturaed
on to the sidewalk, and, an instant Jater, & woman
fell or jumped from the third floor of the baullding
to the street. Iu his words: **She shot down likea
rocket.” He raw the walis in falling strike the apple
stand on the corner, and supposed that the old apple-
woman wasg crushed to death, Mr, Corliss rendered
eflicient rervice to the ded, whom he assisted to
temove, acting in the coolest manner in the
midet of the wildest excitement, He helped
to remove four persons from the ruins. James
Mitchell of 13 La Grange street had removed hils
gocds from the house only yesterday, but
the house was heavily damaged and Mr.
Mitche) bad a very narrow escape. James R
Sunford, real estate agent, was in the
plumber’s shop on La Grange street up Lo a rnoment
before the accldent, when he stepped out on the
street, aud thie pext instant he found himself 1n the
jeweler's ptore, No. 8 La Grange street, having been
blown through the show window. lHe was ipjureu
about the tbroat and head, sud his bands were
slightly cat. He then ran into the shop of one Scl-
lurwann, a German, and askted for water toclear his
eyes tfrow the bloud, The whole-souled Teuton re-
Tused, saying that be * had no time to  gif away any
water.”

The Story of the Clerks.

At fhe thne of {he disnster there were two clerksin .
the druggist’s store, attending as usual to the dutics i
of the trade. Twoof the assistants were on their
way to aluper when the alarm struck, and knowing
that the fire was near by thelr place of buriness they
returncd to the store. Before thefr arrival the street
was crowded with startled residents of the neighb
bood, who, however, were no more at a loss to under-
stand the cause of the explosion thau the clerks
themeelves. Fortunately their two fellow-workers
came out alive from the sudden, terrible ordeal of
firc and smoke to which they had been subject.

e )

to the real cause of the explosion. To him the whelo
affulr was a mystery, which he did not believe could
ever be solved satisfactorily. In bis clerks be felt
the fullest confidence; and is quite sure the accident
could not bave resulted from any carelessness on
their part. The building was well built, aud in good
repair, 8o far s hig experlence goes ; and no ordinary
explosion could have bt so lete a demo)l
lition. However, tha clerks—not one of whom, for-
luuntnly._sccmn to be kiMed—could perhaps give some
information concerning the disaster and its cause;
n:xd. dIn a few courteous words, the brief interview
closed.

‘What Was the Origin of the Disaster ?

A GLOBE reporter, anxious to galn all the informa-
tion possible concerning the origin of so terrible a
calamity, songht ont the clerks who were in the store
as those who should know best the rea) state of
affairs there, Mr., Downes, one of the salesmen,
has no theery to offer to accouny for the dlsasters
Like his co-worker, Mr. Park, who stood at the sods
fountain at the moment of the explosion, be can
not give the slightest positive Information concern=
ing the cause. The bright flash of light, fol-
lowed by tbe upheaval of everylhing, would
secm to irdicate that the source of the calamity
was from beneath. But in the cellar, ‘ace
cording to the united testimony of' tha
clerks, there was nothing which could cansé such
an explosion. The idea which bad obtained somo
cred that the explosion was the result of experi-
ments with pitro-glscerine is sufficiently disproyed
by the fact that there was pothing of that violent ex-
plosive nature in the store. Indeed, there scems to
be no cecasion to keep the dangerous. article in‘'an
apothecary establichment, If nitro-glycerine werd
to be used at all, it wonld be at the manufactory on
Sudbury street. There being ne nitro-giycerine in
tbe store, the question arises, What could have
canced the explosion? Soda fountains bhave
blown to pieces soveral times in this city; bot
no combjnation of the mild chemieals employed
in the making of soda-water could prodace such
adreadful effect. All sorts of rumors wers talked
about on the street; eome attributing the accident to
some defect in an apocryphal steam boiler, others to
the occult influence of tide water in the sewers. As
matters stand now, everybody who bas heard of the
disaster has a8 good a right to present a theoryas
either of the clerke, It seems most probable, as
matters now look, that some Jeak in the gas pipe
which supplies the establishment . wiil be recognized
as the trae cause of the calamity. Of course, if
there was ap extensive leak of gasinto the cellar and
any one should carelessly venture down stairs with a
lighted lamp, dissster would be sure to oceur. But
the question recurs: *' Did any one godown stairs
with a lighted lamp or carelessly throw into the
cellar a match or cigar end? ¥ and it 1s bard to make
any certaiu answer,

At any rate. if the clerks are to be believed, there
was nothing in the cellar to generaie spontaoeons
combustion. Boxes and barrels were not used as
receptacles for filthy rags and other refuce; al’;d',bhb
uimost care was exerclsed to keep the premises rea~
fobably sccure against fire, For the present,; at
leakt, the origin of the disaster 18 shrouded in mys-
tery, and it may well be doubted It the question will
ever be settled to general ealisfaction. Certalnly, it
the manufacture of ginger ale and soda water in-
volves such peril to human life, some means o2 pro-
tection for the public should be devised. 1¢- there
were any carelessuess in the management of ' thé '6s-
tablisbment—which does nut at all appear—then the
people bave & right to insist that the lesson sbail
be heeded.

THE PECUNIARY DAMAGE.

Losses on the Bullding Destrored and the
Adjoining Property--Glass Shattered and
Buildings Shaken at s Distance. o

The building at the corner of Ls Grangeand Wasb-
ington streets was a substantlal strocture; built In
thcse ante-bellum days when shoddy srcbitestore
was unknown. For a preat many years, the apothe-
cary store at the corner had besn s popular place of
regort for thirsty souls during the * heated term;’”
and the toda furnished by that fll-starrod fountaim
ranked very bigh amoug friends of that. harmless
beverage. Mr. G. D. Dows, the proprietor, was one
of the §nventors of the modern soda fountain; and,

One of these, indeed, was badly bruised and cut, and
will need a fong reapite from duty to fully recover
his wonted strength. The other, Mr. Park,
was {n attendance at the soda fountain at tbe very
fostant of the exploelou. He describes the event as
follows: * 1 was by the soda fountain, when snddenly
a bright flash of light danced befure my eyes. ‘The
next {ostant there was a tremendous upheaval of
everything, followed by the downfall of the building
and all it contained. I was twisted around by the
door, with a mass of débris, which bruised and lamed
me romewhat, but still managed to come out without
serfous harm.” The escape was certainly most fortu-
nate, tince the women whom he was gerving, and
who stood not more than a few feet away, were
swept under the falling ruine into the very depths of
the funeral pile. That the otber clerk, who was at-
tending to big duty In another part of the store, was
not killed is matter for congratulation. Doubrless,
in the rigid investigation which is sure to follow the
difaster, tbe testimony of these clerks will help to

clear up the mystery.
Mr. Pratt’s Statement,

Mr, William Pratt of Willlam Pratt & Soue, who
carried on business in the storc on the corner oppo-
site Dows's, describes the explosion as closely resem-
bling the discharge of a cannon. The windowsof his
store were forced in by the shock, and all the goods
on the shelves thrown down on the floor—eocds, glass
and woprietor all being thrown inabeap. When
he rocovered from the shock be ran out into the
street, but soon returned, when be had recovered bLis
sentcs.

The Effects. as Felt in the Bulldiog Opposite. |

Mr. George Livermore, in the employ of Cobb.
Bates & Yerxa, who occuplied the building oppnsite,
siates that e was in the back part of the store at
the time of tlic explosion, and rays he wag, oven at

that distance. npearly etuomed by the
gshock. For an instant he thought the
explorion  was in  the Dbullding, as the

ginss in the front of the store was broken iato inch
deces by the force of the explosion, and fell witha
rioging sound to the pavement. The street-car, he
said, wap turned nearly completely arvound. The
building scemed to Iall in rather than outward to
tho street. S

The Throngs in the Streets,

A few moments after the explosion, Washington,
Trewnnt and all the streets .n the vicinity of the ac-
cident became literally packed for a quarter of a
mile In every direction, With commendable prompt-
ners the streeta were roped off, and a force of police-
men were stationed to  keep the crowd
back and allow po one to enter but
fitemen and reporters of the city papers. Reporters
who were 0 unfortunate s to come without thefr
badges found it hard to get within the enclosed
epace, and when once within realized that the task
of gathering the full and correct details was a hard
one, 8o excited were the people.

CAUSE OF THE DISASTER.

An Open Question, So Far—Various Theorjes,
But no Positive Knowledge—An Interview
Yith Mr. Dows, Etc.

The cause of the explosion is unknown, but the
theorics aro numerous, A Jarge amonnt of soda and
mineral waters were manufactured in the cellar,
where there was also a small steam boiler. There
was no gunpowder or nitro-glycerine in the bullding,
according to all accounts,

An Ipterview with Mr. G, D. Dows,

1t is one of the remarkable circumstances of tbis
deplorable calamity that the men most immediately
interested in the property destroved take their ill-
fortune so phllosophically. Doubtless this is largely
owlng to the overshadowing Importauce of a disaster
which records a sad losa of human lite. Mr. Q. D,
Dows, the proprietor of the establishment from
which the powers of death were sent on their errand,
was briefly interviewed by a GLOBE reporter, last
evening, at bis residence on Concord aquare. Though
allbis stock in trade had been annihilated, and
the success of long years sadly encroached
upon, Mr. Nows was calm and collected. Ho had
not at that hour (9.30 o'clock) the faintest ideaas

[ ive bas the busi come to be, that & man-
ufactory established on Budbury street has enjoyed,
for several yeare, a large trade, Mr. Dows took a
great interest in ginger pop, * Green Mouptain
Beer,” and other varieties of summer drink; aod
his drog store was a sort of emporium
for this kind of effervesceuce. The tailoring estab-
lishment ovorbead was not so well known, perbaps,
but still resotted to by 8 great many customers; auvd
the Hayden Block was as generally knowan to Bos-
tonians as any other structure not a public building.
A ling to all , the building was well
constructed, within as well as without. The mass of
debris which cumbers the street, this morning, would
indicate that the timbers were rotten and the walis
tugecurely built, it the public did not take into ac-
count the tremendous force of the explosive power.
The estate was taxed for abont 350,000 and probably
was well insured. Mr, Dingley, who acts as sgeos for
the Hayden helrs, the owners of the building, is
absent at Ashfield; and, consequently, it is impossi-
ble to present, this morning, an accurate statement
of insurances. ;
The damage done to the adjacent bulidings was
slight, considering the tremendous force of the ex-~
plosion, As far as can be ascertained they were as
follows: Childs, Fuller & Co., desalers in Xkeroseno
goode, No. 680 Washington street, large plate shss
windows demolished, tning eight panes, valved
at 8756 each, The damage fo0 the interior of the store
was slight. The front of No. 684, au unoccupied
store, was badly shattere, The etore cormer of

Beach and Wasbington streetas, pied by Samuel
Erlick and Joseph Wolff, had the show-
windows blown out, and the gtore was

filled with ashes and dirt, The cigars were
all thrown from the shelves on to the floor,
Mr. Erlick was standing in the doorway, and tho
flying fragments of glass and wood cut his face and
neck slightly. Mr, WoltX was knocked down by the
shock. The frontof Cobb, Bates & Yerxa's store was
smashed very badly; damage, $1000. A.S. Haven's
hardware store was alightly damaged, and 100 pounds
of powder were eafely removed from bis premises
after the explosion. Thomas A.Gray's comb and
hair store, No. 679 Washington street, was damaged
§500, and the regulator clock was thrown across the
store, and stopped at precisely 6.30.

Thenext store south of the building destroyed was
occupied by Albert 8. Haven, dealer in hardware,
etc. Tne wall between fell in at the rear of tho
store, but., fortunately, no ono was injared, The
stock of Mr. Haven is about ruined by the water
which poured into the store., The mext store was
occupled by C, W. Haven, dealer in paints and oils,
and a number of lights of glasa were broken.

The Joss of S. T, Frazer, tallor, second floor of the
building destroyed. Is estimated at $3000.

Fenno's clothing store is mious four large plate-
glass windows,

SEARCHING THE RUINS,

Removing the Mass of Debris and Releasing
the Dead and Wounded—-Tremendous Ex-
citement~-Thrilling Incidents of the 8 h
—A True Hero.

The work of removing tbhe débris and reaching the
imprisoned persons beneath was begun &8 800n as the
fiames had been sutliclently quenched to enable the
tireren to get at the ruius with salety. Ag large a
force as conld work with convenience went at it with
a will, while the police kept back the crowd. The
scenc was flluminated by the gas which, coming from
the broken and twisted pipes, cast a bright light over
the entire place, and a little later, a calcium light
with a reflector was placed in the window of No.
¢80, on the opposite slde of the street,
The windows of all the surrounding buildings were
crammed with faces, and Washington street was
filled with a s0lid mass of men and boys for a long
distance, far into the night. The most absurd stories
concerning tho number of the killed circulated adous
the city and stimulated the fntense popular excite~
ment, Mr. E, 0. F. Farrar states that he assisted to
remove the first woman taken from the bullding. He
formerly belonged to the Fire Department, At 10
©o’clock the firemen got the Jast of the shaky floors
cut down, and all the remaining timbers fell In with

Continued on the Eighth Page,
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a tremendous crash, Warren Hock and Ladder No,
3 arrived shortly afterward to cart away the timber,
Rescne of Mr. Froeer,

The iremen were working with a will toseiug the
beavy joists and handfuls of tricks into the atreet
with wonderful quichness, in thelr sad and discour-
agig search for the bodies of the manglea and the
dead. Now and then they were seemingly spurred
on by the excited crowd, and with re-
doubled cuergy bent to their task., Sud-
deoly a Joud and hoarse cheer remt
tbe air. Tho eaget crowd pressed forward,
but wero kept back by the excited policemen, and
for an instant the bevy of workmen tugging with all
their might at their almost hopeless task ceased their
1abors, but only for a moment. The next minute an
animate form of a buman being was dragged from
beneath ilie debris, He was a man in the prime of
life; 1but as ho stood or rather loaned upon his
ueliverer Le presented a ghastly and sorrow-
ful  spectacle. In  spite of the dht
which covered W3 face and in  fact
bis entire bedy, a deatb-like pallor was vislble where
flesh waa to be seen. Snpported by his deliverer and
another fireman, who sprang to his assistance, he
stood with trombling and shaking limbs as near up-
zight as he could, and in response to the loud and
vrolonged cheers with which be was grested, foebly
waved hls hand. This was a signal for a still more
exciting and aproarious shout. aud as with tottering
steps be walked to a drug store mear Ly
it seemed! but for the great oxertions of the police
that he would not until bis sireugth was wholly ex-
hsusted bo able to reach a place of safety whero be
could receive the care and attention be so much
needed. The man wasin bis shirt sleaves, and over
bisshonlders wasthe tape in the position it was when
the crush came. His name was ascertained to be
Samuel T. Fraser, of tho tirm of S. T. Fraser & Co.,
tailors, who occupied the second story fn the doomed
building.

BMr. Fraser's Kxperience—A Thrilling Story.

Mr. S. T. Fraser, the tailor, whose almost miracu-
Tous escape has been chronicled, was interviewed by
0 GLOBE reporter, last evening, and told the experi-
ence of his imprisonment an follows: Tho sound of
the explosion was the first Intimation he had of any-
thipg wrong. He describes the sound aud sensation
as pimilar to that of the terrible nitro-giycerine ex-
pleeton  at  Worcester, four or fivo years awgo,
al which bo was presont. Atler tho ex-
plosion, he kuew mothing till he found
himself covered up in the ruing, He could plainly
hear shrieks and crics for a few seconde, the scream-
ing of & womau being plainly audible. Then he
began to feel the heat of the tiames, and was badly
buorned on both wrists, He was fastened by a timber
acrots the right arm, and was anable to extricate
bimself. He then heard the peoplo at work on the
culeide; and, sfter they bad penctrated through the
roef near bim, he asked for a saw, to release his
arm. One was given him, and he attenpted to
usa it, but was unable to make any progress, and re-
turned the saw to the men outside, who soon cut off
the timber and dragged bim out, so coveted with
ditt and asbes as to be unrecognizable, but, aside
from the sbock and his brulses and burus. un-
ivjured. He was taken to the honse of Benjamin
J.Remich, 8 Newton place, where he was geen by
TuE GLOGE reporter. He says he had six or seven
girls at work in tbe shop, yesterday afternoon, but
knows nethingof the fate of any ot them,

A Case of 'Herolsm.

Mr. L.E. DéWard of 26 La Grauge street was one
of the firet men on the groond. He says that one
man remained buried under the ruins for more than
baMt an bour, confined, but mot injured, tfe re-
mained wonderfolly cool, saying ¢ Take your time,
boys. Help others first, -1 can wait.”” The brave
fellow was aaved amd escaped uninjnred. While
oconfined he-could not move in the least, and the
situation was one to try the strongest nerves.

After a number ot bodles had been taken from the
ruins, orders were given to suspend operations for a
while notil portions of the walls which tottered above
bhad been pulled down., This was accomplished
quickly and without accident, and work was soon re-
sumed.

Abave the 1cene of d:solation, coats, d , fin-
derclothing, etc., hung on the south wall in the
same position they occupied belore the erash.
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