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SICHT 70 SER

Galiant Firamen Had an
All-Day Fight,

Stubborn Blaze in
Lumber Yards.

Two Hosemen Met
‘With Injuries.

Fire Boat Was for a
Time in Danger.

Baver St Bridge Threatened by
Floating Section of Shed.

Crowds Watched Battle
from Vantage Points,

Properly Loss Will Prchably
Not Exceed $50,000.

Four alarms were sounded yosterday
morning for the fiercest fire in the lum-
ber district that the firemen have heen
called upon to battle with this year. It
raged from 8 until noon before it was
gotten under control, and it was night
before it had been extingulshed. Tna
Sabbath quiet was broken by the clang-
ing of fire gongs and the rushing of fira
apparatus through the streets, while 1t
was anything but a day of rest for the
firemen.

Three -hunber firms suffer a loss of
about $30,00, and two hosemen were
injured.’

Edward H, Murtagh, hoseman on fire-:
boat 44, Hving at 27 Walden st, was
severely burned about the ankles, and
was taken to the clty hospital.

Thomas F. Fitzgerald, hoseman of
engine company 7, was knocked from &

Coutinued on the Third Page.
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pile of lumber by a sticam of water and
badly bruieed and rendéred unconselous
He was taken 1o his home,

The Hrms which suffcr by the fire are
Andren F. Leatherbes, 236-35%8 A ibany
st, $i0,00:0; Blacker & Snepard, 30-274 Al-
bany «t, 00, and the John W, Leather-
beo estate 32000 The entire 1058 i3 cova
er'e.d by {nsurance.

The fire way {n the eenter of Eoston's
big lumber district, which lHes hetweaen
Albany st and the great south bay. It
could be likened

unto a4 hige bonfhe,

The lower floor was used by Mr Leath-
vrb(ee as an office  Mrs Oram was the
oriy member of the family who had
ariren 4t the thme of the dlsc‘overy of
thes firc  Mr Oram had time to partly
dricg himeeif, but the aix children, the
soungest 2 and the ollest 13, fled from
the burntng building n tacir night-
clathes

“I d@id tot ao to hed until after mid-
mzht,” Mr Oram said. 1 was out in
the yard laoking after things and keep-
Ing tramps away from the yard, 1
locked the gates and went nto the
houre a few minutes after 12 Sunday
mornings [ sleep as long as I ecan, 1
wias arnotecl by one of iy boys, who
came into the room and sald that the
yard was on fire ' Before I could dress,
the flames had burst out In a plle of
lumber tn the rear of the yard, and in

ing the flames from the water front fire-
men were directing streams from [$RY)
otrer end of the budding  Severs!
“treams directed at the same nart of
the building &t the same tme cansed
the water front end of the bullding to
fall ~ That whcle scetion was at the
Ume i tlames. It fell onto the fire-
bott, ond the boat, being stuck in the
mud, there was no way to get it out of
its perflous rorition
was at this time that hosemin
Murtagh was fnjured. He was standing
on the deck directing one of the streams,
ue piece nf the burning Luilding struck
and pinned him to the deck, and be-
fora it could be remeved he had been
har‘lly buined, *
I"ortunately the burning end of the

building did nat rest fong an the flre-
boat.

Had it. the boat would probably |

b hose on the buarning bullding,
?v{l%\‘nt llxle was striack by one of the
<iream- t1om the fireboat and swept off
the pile  In faling his head «<truck
agalnst  some  Jumber, amd  he
stunned  He was taken to an
neross the street and' attended by o
physician, and was aftersard sent to
his home. . \ -

sithers were more fortunate than IFitz.
gncr‘x,;:lr vspecially oue mman who was
pulling the burning lumber out of the
bullding on the south side. He was
hanging by one hand to the bullding
and working with the other hand, when
a stream struck him full in the breast,
neaily throwing him to the wharf below,
a distance of 20 feet, By a powerful
effort he swung himself against the side
of the building, and held on until one of
Bt

¢ anmaaniana asllad ta tha hneeman an

Way
otlice

7

4

IN REAR OF 374 ALBANY

S
A

S

T ey T
) Jn\’\\u gt

[ p—

S ST
P = = -

Here THe FIRE STARTED

sT

FIGHTING THE FIRE IN THE LUMBER PILES OF THE ALBANY ST

There was everything there to feed the
flames, from bhig sticks of hard pine
down to cedar laths. Persistency, plenty
of water nnd the good judgment of the
firemen saved a far greater loss,

Theories as to Cause.

There are two theories as to the
cause. One is that the fire was set by
some discharged employe of one of the
firms who fancied he had a grievance;
the other'that it was accidentally caused
by a tramp who had spent the night in
a lumber pile,

Thousands of people watched the
fire durng the day outside the inclo-
sure roped off by the police, which ex-
tended from Dover st to Randolph st.
The Dover st biudge afforded an excel-
lesst place for the fire watchers., It was
within a stone's throw of the flre, but
beyond the danger line. The vridge was
crowded with men, women and children
all day long.

Not for years have so many people
had the opportunity of witnessing tlie
work of Boston’s fire fighters.” The
greater part of the city’® fire apparatus
was there, and miles of hose was strewn
along the streets. In all there were 32
pleces of apparatus, including one of
the horseless engines and a fircboat.

It was a fire such as people like to
watch, too! One minute there would be
a roaring furnace, the next nothing but
a big bank of smoke. Those watlching
could see the firemen on roofs of build-
ings directing streams of water when
the smoke cloud came up, and they
would hold their breath until a’ gust of
wind pushed the smoke away showing
the firemen. safe at their post of duty,
but in a dangerous position.

Alarms_for a fire never followed one
another in more rapid succession, TFor
20 minutes it seemed that the bells kept
continually ringing 'The alarms were
all sounded from hox 116, at the corner
of Albany and Dover sts. The firat was
sounded at 8§19, followed by a second at
$23, a third at 8.28 and a fourth at §,20
In the interim between the first stroke
of the alarm and the last every flretaan
in the city was called to duty. As fast
as one company of firemen moved ap-
paratus from an intown station to the
scene of the conflagration, firomen in
suburban stations moved In town, Every
fireman in the city dressed and stood
ready for a call, and every horse 1n the
department was harnessed.

Escape of Children.

The fire was attended by many sensa-
tional scenes, One occurred at the very
beginning of the fire. William Oram,
watchman in the employ of Andrew T
Leatherbee, his wife and their six chil-
dren, figured i jt. Mr Oram and his
family occupied two floors of a 24-story
frame building numbered 376 Albany sf,

an Instant the whole rear part of the
house was ablaze. My wife and I got
the little ones out of the house. We
had no time to save anything.,

“The fire started in a pile of lumber
in the yard of Blacker & Shepard, which
adjoins the Leatherbee yard, It was a
furnace when 1 looked out. The flames
had spread into the Leatherbee yard
and had set fire to the bulldings. “The
fire must have been burning underneath
the nile some time before it was dis-
coveled "

The three lumber yards run-from 350
to 400 Albany st, fronting on .the street
and backing on the water front. The
yard of Blacker & Shepard is nearest
Dover st. The vard of John Leatherbee
is ai the other end, and that of Andrew
Leatherbee is between the two.

The yard of Blacker & Shepard has
a frontage of 230 feet and Is 140 feet
deep. There is a two-story frame office
and tenement fronting, on Albany sr.
The tenement is occupied by Levi Meld
In the rear of this there {s a two-story
i‘Imme shed 110 feet wide and 140 feet
deen.

. The yard of Andrew Leatherbee is 80
feet by 140. In the front was the build-
ing which was used as an office on the
first floor and a tenement for watchman
Oram above.

In front of the wvard of the John
Leatherbee estate are two three-story
wooden tenements numbered 330 and
400. ‘The lower floor of the former has
an office, and the upper floors are occu-
pied by Willlam Fortharbee, The other
building_is occupled by John Sinnot and
James Maginnis, Mr Fortharbee suf-
fered quite a_serfous loss from water
and smoke. TIe had no {nsurance. The
&I)ther famibes suffered g slight water
0ss,

Andrew Leatherbeg suffered the great-
est loss, Runmng from the rear of the
office and tenement bullding to the water
front was a storage shed and dry house,
This bullding was filled with “finished
lumber, and it was In this that the fira
raged the flercest. It quickly spread
over the entire bwlding and when the
firemen arrived on the scene there was
a flame of more than 140 feet in length
and 40 feet in width to battle with. The
shed sat on a plle wharf, and as the
fire progressed it burned through the
flooring and made the work of the fire-
men hazardous in the extreme,

Fireboat’s Close Call,

The fireboat came through the
bridges In response to the second alarm
and ran close up to the buining shed.
The water was low and the boat
grounded. Four streams of walcr were
poured fiem the boat onto the burning
building, N

J¢ was about 10 minutes after the boat
reached the scene that the second sen-
sational incident of the day occurred.
While firemen on the boat were fight-

have been destroyed. Resting as it did
in a half-canted manner on the side of
the boat, it was easly pushed Into the
water,

The section was about 25 feet square.
One part of 1t continued to burn after
being pushed into the water. The tide
was running out and carried the burn-
ing timbers towara Dover st bridge. It
lodzed against a picr, near the bridge,
and threatened to burn that structure
Fircmen were hastened to the bridge,
the raft was moored a short distance
away and the blaze extinguished.

After the end of the building fell the
men on the fireboat did much effective
wotk, and in a large measure they pre-
vented the spread of the fire.

As_the tide went out the fireboat
could: be seen to_be resting in several
feet of soft mud. The entire side of
the boat neareat the fire was blistered
from how to stern, showing the heat
must have been Intense, and that the
firemen on the boat when the end of the
building fell out were fn a dangerous
position.

Hoseman Knocked Down.

During the time the fire was eating
its way down toward the end of the
shed nearest the water, where the fire-
boat was throwing three powerful
streams on to the burning bullding, the
firemen on the whatf, with lines from
the engines on the streets, were direct-
ing stresms into the bullding, finding
the best foothold they could on the slip-
pery piles of lumber, They were alter-
nately drenched by the cross streams
from the other side or the wharf and
from the fireboat, and nearly frozen by
the cold wind that ewent down the
wharf,

So much did they work in under the
flying water that after a time the men
would leave their places at the nogzzles
and pull off their rubber boots to pour
the chilly water out ot them. Neurly
every man was drenched to the skin,
even those who had on ollskin coats
getting the water down their necks,
But cold and uncomfortable as it was
the firemen worked on witliout stop,
kecping themselves as warm as they
could.

After a couple of hours It occurred to
some one that a little hot coffee would
be appreciated, and 1t was hrought, te-
gether with sandwiches, and distributed
among the policemen, who looked on at
the drenched firemen froh sheltered
corners. The firemen looked with envy
at the policemen while they ate and
drank, but they worked on until some
kind-hearted person sent a couple of
Inds among them with cans and jugs of
hot coffee.

While the firemen were working on the
lumber piles there were many narrew cs-
capes fiom falls that would have proved
serious. Hoseman Fitzgerald was stand-
ing near the #dge of a pile, helping to
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the other side and the stream was
turned in another direction, .

On the street n number of firemen re-
ceived brumses by falls on the side-
walks and pavement. The spray from
the hose froze as soon as it fell, and
within a short time after the first alarm
the street was a sheet of ice. With the
worn soles of their rubber hoots the fire-
men_had little foothold, and quite a
number were thrown to the ground.

Woman Wore Fire Badge.

Une of the curious inecidents was the
presence of a  well-dressed woman,
wearing a sealskin sack, to the front
of which was fastened one of the red

and black fire badges, No one Seemed

to know her, and she went about un-
concernedly, not paying the least at-
tention to the wondering glances of the
firemen, police and reporters, who for
the firgt time saw a woman wearing a
fire badge.

‘Ten Jumber wagons in the yard of An-
drew Leatherbee were destroyed. The
fire way so flerce on the arrival of the
firemen that no attempt was made to
remove them.

The horseless engine was stationed on
the practice grounds of the Bristol st
fire headquarters, which is only a short
distance away from the scene of the
fire. ‘The flremen had plenty of space
in which to work, n fact which had
much to do with the preventing of a
conflagration, Albany st has no car
tracks or trolley wires to block the way
of firemen, and it is quite wide. En-
gines were drawn up on the street
from Tover st to Randolph st, and the
police kept the ciowd away by roping
the arca off

Andrew I, Leatherbee said to a Globe
reporter, ''My stock burned was worth
between $40,000 and 60,000, It looks as
if everything in the bullding would be
a total loss. The building was worth
perhaps $15.000, but I guess hetween
$40,000 and §50,000 will cover it all. I am
covered by insurance,"”

Mr Blacker had a force of men en-
gaged In examining his lumber as soon
asg the firemen had gotten the fire under
control. e told a Globe reporter after
an examination of the atock in the yard
that $7000 to %8000 would cover his loss,

The police detail wasg under Capt
Waescott of the East Deaham stistation.
Twenty extra oflicers from down town
stations were sent there to assist the
regular force of the fifth division. Police
Commiscioner Curtls was on the scene
when the fire was the flercest, *

To proteot the property of the three
firms Chief Watts detalled inspectors
Howard, Kelley, MeGarr, Lynch and
Makoney. They remained on the scene
until the flremen left. Attempts to plck
pockets in the erowds wete anticipated,
and the detectives were on the lookout,
There were no reports of thefts, how-
ever, and.no arrests made.
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