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RUINE

Boston’s Beautiful

SHRINE,

Masonic Temple

Nearly a Wreek,

Fire Damaged Building $15,000—

Priceless

Relics,

Magnificent

Paraphernalia and Irreplaceable
Furnishings Go Up in Smoke.
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AS SEEN FROM BOYLSTON ST.

Boston's magnificent Masonlc temple,
one of the finest, If not the finest, in the
world, was nearly destroyed by a fire
yvesterday, which broke out at 10.30 in
the forenoon.

‘The bullding was fllled with costly
ahd beautiful mystic paraphernalia,
rare woiks of art, rtelles of almost un-
told value, expensive regaha and uni-
forms of finé fabric, resplendent with
gold and silver decorations and gleam-
ing with jewels.

A large part of this irieplaceable prop-
erty was destroyed, and much more was
dainaged by the billows of water which
came fiom the nozzles of a hundred
lines of fire hose. Yet so much wag saved
that the fraternity may be congratu-
lated.

The total toss will reach %300,000, $60,~
000 of which was ou the upper fioor,
where the flre did the mieatest damage
and where the water tinished what the
fire had left undone

The firemen had no sooner reached the
scene than they saw that a bitter fight
was before than., Two more alarms
were quickly sent in and the men went

CHIEF EGAN OXN

t¢ worl. Lines of hose weie quickiy
strung up the Inside of the bullling, the
rocfs of those adjoining wero snught by
other hosemen, and in a few minutes a
Niagara was flowing into the burning
structure. One hour after the m-sE
alaim was sounded the fite wn:,“umlv.x
control, and at 230 the “‘all out told
thut not a spark remained of what ba}de
fair to bg a terribly destructive conflag-
ration.

Patrolmen Zahn and Brazler saw tl_\c
fite after it had been burning a few nun-
utes, and rushed_for the box coiner of
Washington and Boyliston sts, but found
a citizen there sending in the alarm

The two officers iminedlately ran baek
to thez biilding and apphcd the hose at-
tached to the pipes in the coriidors lp
the buflding. They found that the fire
had apparently started cn the thi'rd floor
in the anteroom of St Bernard’s com-
mandery, and was burning fiercely at
the time,

“*he officers say that the hoge was full
of holes, and they could do nothing w!th
it. Berides, they assert that the fire wag
burning so Intensely and was making

uch ropld headway that they consid-
gred it dungerous to remain longer, anl
fled. .
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The bullding was occupled by the
grand lodge of Massachusetts, and St
John's, Mt Lebanon, Massachusetts,
Germania, Reveie, Aberdoutr, Joseph
Warren, Joseph Webb, Zetland, Colum-
blan, St Andrew's Rleusis ahd Wins-
iow Lewissubordinate lodges; the grand
Royal Arch chapter and St Andrew’s
and Bt Paul's subordinate chapters; the
rrand cqancll of Royal and Select mas-
ters and, Yoston (subordinate) council;
the grand commandery of Xnights Tem-
plarg of Muassachusetts and Rhode Is-
tand and Bpston, De Molay and 8t Ber-
naitd subordinate commanderies; Boston
and Lafayette Jodges of DPerfection,
Files ¥, Yates councl), Princes of Je-
rusalem; Mt Olivet chapter, Rose Croix;
AMasgsachusetts consistory, Ancient Ac-
cepted assoclation; oston Masonlec mu-
tual benefit assoclation, and First wor-
shipful masters’' association,

The grand lodge's quarters was in the
second story, and the gubordinate lodges
in the third stotry, directly under the
banqiet hall, and will loge about $1000
sach, Mach organization will Jose some-
thing, The damage to the furniture
and furnishings is belleved to be about
$20,000, 'The subordinate lodge and com-
mandery uniferms will maks up a loss
of about $38,000, and the bullding is
damaged fully 30,000,

g 18 the third Masonic temple
burned in this town

THE COPING

gerved the apmoaching fire apparatus,
an immersge tmong gathered, crowding
the street and common for hundreds of
feet nway. Ivery avenuce leading up to
the temple wus cholked with a surging
mags of humanity As soon as the po-
lfee depactment 1ealized the s.ze of the
firo a lauige lorce was detalled under
Deputy Superintendent Plerce to assist
the flremen by guarding ths avenues of
apptoach to the tfire and {n keeping the
crowd back.

At an early stage of the fire most of
the property in the lower halls wers
covercd wlith oil cloths, so that they
will not be injured to a very great ex-
tent, hut on the third floor, which i
gulted. almost everything Is destroyed.
The top floor was, of course, tho heav-
fest sufferer, and everything on that
floor will be a total loss

The amount of property which has
been destioyed it {s almost hmpossible
to estimate. There were about 500 boxes
filled with the regalia and other prou-
erty of De Molay vommanuery, and as
most of It belonged to the members in-
dividually, it 1s not lkely that it is 'n-
suted to any extent.

There were about 1000 boxes fillad

As soon as the citizens and people ob-

with similar articles belonging to the
Boston commandery, and about 100
poxes owned by the members of Bt
Bernard commandery, and as all of
these were in the upper floors of the
bunc}llng it i» probable tuat they are a
total loss,

Chiet Webber and Asst Chief Regan
were among the firsi to arrive at the
fire, and, while one directed the move-
ments of the firemen on the Tremont st
gide of the bullding, the other handled
the fire on the Boylston st side and in-
slde the bullding.

When the fiie was at {ts hight the
great flag staff which surmounts the
pullding began to twist and buin, and
shotwed eveéty Indication of coming
dowh. The crowds in _the street below
eyed it anxlously, and the police and
firemen, too, kept tabs on it, but the
supports were strong and the staff only
swayed a little back and forth,

In the midst of the excitement and
hurry Ldeut John A, Maddison of chem-
feal 2, who had jJust come out of the
temple and to the chemlcal, was seen
to stagger and fall, and when he was
picked up hisg head showed a bad secalp
wound. He had either been struck by a
loose coupling or a plece of coping ftom
the top of the buining bullding. He
\\‘an]hnmedlalely conveved to the hos-
pital.

The wire men did good work in get-
ting the wires out of the way, both
from the top of the bullding and the
streets below.

Because of an unfortunate accident
the fire department were delayed sev-
eral minutes in getting to_the fire, and
thus the fiames got a good start before
the department was prepared 1o play
on them.

The fire fighters at first started to put
out an imaginary fire in the Parker
house, and were thus prevented from
golng to where the fire really was.

A Mr Stearns of ihe auxiliary fire
alarm service was testing the antomat-
fc fire alarm in the Parker house, and
by some means one of the wires got
working and an alarm was rung in from
hox 720 of the automatic service, located
in the Parker house.

The moment the box rang In in city
hall clty messenger Peters ran across
to the Parker house to see about the
fire, which he thought was there. He
met landlord Whipple and excltedly
asked where the fire was. Mr Whipple
was astounded. as he did not know of
any fire, andi was not aware that the

X had rung in.
b(it };vas the‘r;\ found that o test was be-
ing made of the wires, and so the n:at-
teF was taken good natuiedly,

The fira apparvatus, however, at once
came thund ermF into School st, In
answer to the alarm, only to find th‘at
their services were not required. While
the drivers of the various engines and
hook and ladder companies were éh-
deavoring to stralghten out the tangle
caused by their unnecessary preserce
on School at, another alarm rang out,
this time from the regular city box,
number 530 Another and another quick-

followed,
lycn.y messenger Peters had got back
to city hall "vhen this alarm rang, and
he immedlately rushed out to the fire-
men on School st, and teld them tha
number of the box, and where it was
located. They immedlately whipped up
their horses, and as quickly as was
possible under the clrcumsetancey, drove
to the scenc of the real fire, which by
this time had made considerable head-

ay.

averal minutes after the apparatus
mf’a heen taken away from School st,
and proceeded to the Masonic Llemple,
{t was no unusual sight to sce a plece
of apparatus from cne of the distant
engine houses being drlven into School
at._only vo have the men who manned
it' learn that their slervices were re-

at the temple.

q“(:‘);%do‘;pthe dlatrict chlefs drove down
in front of city hall at lightning speed,
but found his services were not needed,
tle at once whipped up his horse, drove
through the alleyway near the Parker
house and on to Bromfleld st.

This unfortunate incident caused a de-
lay of somae eight or 10 minutes in get-
ting the apparatus to the firs,eand con-
gequently gave the fire a good start,
Before the depariment got there, how-
ever, the Edison electric light employes
had turned a sfream of water on that
partion of the bullding swhere it was
geen the fire was, from their own build-
ing, which I3 in the rear of the Masonic
Tamnle

When the fire department did get on
the scene, however, it did not take them
many minutes to get to work on the
{ire, and 1t iz doubtful If a fire was ever
handled more piomptly than it was
after that.

Police commidsloner Clark was on the
geene in a few minutes and directed the
movements of the police, who acted
with the greatest efllclency. Deputy
superintendent Plerce also rushed back
and forth amongst his men, giving the
necessary ordeils ind seeing that the
crowds dld not hamper the work of the
firemen.

MANY COMPANIES INTERESTED.

insurance of $I65,000 on Building,
About $60,000 on Furnishings and
$11,600 on Pianos and Fixtures.

The structure, furnishings, archives,
lbrary, Jewels, robes and parapherna-

lia are all well insured, although, of
course, no money reimbursement can
xe{vlace the loss of the valuable historis
;’e ltca, ltbrary and other venerated ob-
ects

The insurance on the hullding amounts
to 3165000, well distributed among 20
comsmnles. With the exceptlon of §20,000
carrled by the Caledonian and $10,000 by
the Scottish U, and N., tho total s dis-
tributed in $5000 risks among 28 well
known compunies,

The grand lodge and the various sub-
ordinateand Scottish Rite organigations
domiciled in the bullding, each carry a
moderate amount of insurance, on furn-
ishings principally, and in some cadses
on paraphernalia and jewels.

Masonic temple (building), placed by
Stearns Bros*
Cal.'onlan ....
Scottish U& N ..
Franhtin, Phil .,
Nisgare s.ieiee..
Rogal, ..
Pevutin .,

Abany ...l
Merchants' Prov
Imperial . . ...

Westorp Ags'n

o .
Connectleat

rar
Gua dinn
North Rrit
Lion .
Becurity ...
United Firemen
Reliunce ..
Home
National , .. .
Natlongl, 1fd
Firanan's Boston

IsCoof NA ..., ,000
Wostehester ... 000
Palitine ..eeeees 000
British Am ...ee00 000
Am Central coiveeiviecescrvocoanan eee , 000
Total cevvuveens cerenservseeers..$163,000

Contents owned by the mastef, War-
dens and members of the grand lodge of
Masons in Masachusetits, $40,000, plaged
by Stearns Bros, being mnioatly on re-
galia, vestments, organ, Hlbrary and
paintings, \Whlle some Specific _con-
tracts are mentioned In some of the
risks, the general form of the policles
are blankets.

Continued on the Seventeenth ’ue.
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The Insurance on contents, property
?f the ggand lodge, ia distributed as fol-
ows,

lariford...... 6,000
Mailonal . . 0,000
Jgudon & Lan 5,000
Nassra. ., . 5,000
Moch & Tradets h,u00
Phioenix, Hastford. 5,540
o Unjon........ 6,001
20 L | R < X 111 1]

Total...... .. PR crrrerersee, $40,000

St Andrew Royal Arch chapter, fur-
riture, placed by Saul H Wise:

htins e e . $2.000
De Molay commandery. Knights Tem-

i

e
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LOOKING FROM TAMWORTH ST,

vlars, furniture, turniskings and para-
Yhernalia, placed by Samucl H. Wise
Hre Ausn. .. . $5,000

Lusberman‘s... ...V T2l000
POOEDIX 0f New York +oraverrecerennns 3,000
Total..,... . £10,000

Boston commzintl'érs"...ic}nlghts Tem-
glara, regalia and furniture, piaced by
cull & Freld.
Royal ... ... . e v e
Joseph Warren lodge, regalia,
by Scull & Field: 5 g
Rn}y‘ul. R TP seee .. 81,200
evere lodge, furniture and regalia,
§“;:Cl¢d by Seull’ & Field.
gt

£ 1,000
placed

........ §1,200

nz"u'ﬁ & Pond, on gtock and ealesroom
Xtures, placed by M. E. Abbott.

bpriog Gargep $1,000

Y&gﬂ--.. e e Lo $x',nuo
T office s a

s‘““\!Bros: furnishings, placed by

Union of Philadelphin. ..
Westchester,

$1,0u0
2,600

sarsasssranes

veeeravemn s $11,500

VALUED RELICS SAVED,

Many of Them Were Considered Be-
yond Price by Masons.

It has been said that the treasures
and relies contained in the Masonlce tem-
ple were worth several milhons of dol-
lars, but it is safe to say that some of
them are priceless and could not be du-
plicated for any amount of money,

So the Masons, and, n fact, every-
body In the country will learn with sat-
isfaction that the most valued of these
rehes and tieasurers have heen saved.

The Hbrary, which containg the most
valuable collection of JMasonic htera-
ture in A merica, {s saved. It {3 possi-
hle that .t will be slightly damaged by
water, out with the ald of a skilful
iibrarian or book enpart, who will see
:hat the leaves are opened carefully and
iried, everything will be put in ship-
shape order without any serlous damage
or very material loss.

CHIEF EGAN’S PERIL.

Fell 30 Feet While Directing Operations
of His Men.

Commissioner of Wires Murphy anad
his force had their hands full, Thelr
first care was to sever the fire alarm
and electric lghting wires supported on
structures upon the roof of the build-
ing at its southeast corner.

District Chief Eagan of East Boston,
while directing and participating in the
aperations carried on within the build-
{ng tell a distance of 20 feet, fracturing
a small bone in the mght leg. He was
taken to the DMassachusetts general
hospital.

James Downey, one of the crowd of
anlookers, wmas struck by a plece of fall-
ing granite and renderad sensaless. He
was taken to the emergency hospltal.

CONTAINED PRICELESS RELICS.

Higtory of Masonry in This Country
Could be Found llustrated in Cher-
ished Emblems in the Temnple,

Among the fraternities all over the
United States has been sounded the
fame of the beauty and grandeur of
that great granite structure on the cor-
ner of Tremont and Boylston sts—RBos-
ton’s Masonic temple, and the homestead
of Massachusctts Masons.

Thag masterpiece of gothie architec-
ture, which tnousands of Tostonians
passed indifferently every day, was as
truly a shrine to the Tempiar pilgrims
of this age as was the church of the
Holy Sepulchre to the Templars of the
middle ages.

It signified a great deal to them; his-
tory was written on every stone. A

wealth of documents was stored in its
vaults, and in alimost every one of its

-
1
24

rooms thete wete more relics of the
feundors of th> ciatt m America than
all the other Masonle bmiliings in the
Loutitty can boust of,

Masonyy ou this side of the Atlantic
Mactivally began here v Doston, and
evuyy thing which tells the story of that
begtnning was {n the temple

One noed not be very old to remember
when the temnie was built., Pres An-
diew Jehnson attended the dedicatlon,
cn iune 24 W Phele were gpeeches
in Alusic hall and a parade, which was
1egarded as the grandest exhibition of
the personnel of Masoniy ever seen in
the union.

The temple cost $300.000, which fund
was raised by o tax levicd ou the Ma-
son. of Boston, It ranked as the best
specimen of Gothic architecture in the
country. L

The Tremont st froniage was 90 feet in

width and 80 feet in hight. Its most
characteristic ornaments were the 1ound
tower, the mystic pfllars, supportng
the arched entrance, and the beautiful
rose window in the fourth story.

A colossal statue of Gen wWarren was
almost the fitst thing which gteeted the
eye of the wisitor to the temple. It
steod at the head of the grand stair-
case,

The staircase was )0 feet wide and
richly finished with carved gothic trac-
er{); on each wall and deeply coffered
celfing.

The whole of the building was acces-
sible from Head pl, thus forming a
double means of Ingress and exit.

To comprehend the interlor arrange-
ment it should be understood that there
were three large halls, one above the
other, located at the left of the grand
stahrease and sufliciently distant from
the tront of the building to admit of a
geries of rooms parallel with Tremont
st. These rooms were very high and the
space extending along Tremont and
Boylston sts, shaped Hke a letter L, was
used for intermediate floors Thus,while
there were only three stories in one part,
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MASONIC TEMPLE BEFORE THE VIRE

there “t;re six stories inclosing them on

wo angled
uOn the left front of the st flight were
twg large rooms, impottant flom the
fact that within theni 3 e dischaigeod
the business detalls of the fnstitution.
They were the rooms of Grand Master
£dwin B. Holmes and Grand Sec Sereno
D. Nickerson. .

in the safe In Mr Nickerson’s room
wore many relfes, the most valuable
among them being the lock of George
Twashington’s halr, contained hr a golden
wrn made by Paul Rovere

Connecting with the secretary’s room
was the lbrary, as good as any' Ma-
sonic library I the counuy. It had
ghout 5600 volumes

Over one of the doors In the library
hung the famous “bhunch of, grapes”
sign taken from the colontal tavern
where the early Boston Masons met. In
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DIFFIQULT WORK 0F ENGINES

the same room wns also the slate slab
which served as the original tombstone
of Henry Price, the first provinclal
grand master in Boston.

In the rear of the ltbrary was a small
room used by St Andrew's lodge, the
oldest lodge In Boston, One of the or-
naments here was a golden candlestick
mude by Paul Revere

The hall on the first floor was used for

the mecting of the grand lodge und all
subordlnate lodges. It was finished in
corinthian style, was formerly

and

known as Corinthian hall, but was
changed by an officlal vots to Sutton
hall, In honor"of Gen Willlam Sutton,
ast senfor gratd wdrden of the grand
odge, who contributed very llberally to
the ercction of the bullding., This and
two halls above it were each 70 feet
jong 40 feet wide and 22 feat high.

The panels of thls apartmelit were
hung with the following portiaits
of past grand masters: John War-
ven, FratMer of leseph, 1793-87: Moses
M, Iays, 178892, Paul Revere,
19397, gu~ ah B tiett, 170%-18100 Isaialy
Thomas, 1803-9; -Timothy Bigolow, 1806-
13; Samuel P, P. Fay, 132; Johit ix-

well, 1821-23; John ADDOIL, W823-3%; Jonn
Soley, 1827-28; Joshua B. Fhnt, 1835-37;
Simon W. tobinson, 1816-18; Kdward A.
Raymond, 1819-51; Winslow Lewls, 1835-
62 Wallinm 1 Coolidge, 186162, Willlum
Pirkman, 1853-850 C. ]%isoglnmo, 1865-683

Y v S Gardner, -T2
}}lg)‘:lglpson, 1872-74; Charles A, Walen,
187880, Samuel C Lawrence, 1881-83;
‘Abraham 11, Howland Jr, 1884-36; Henry
Wndicott, 1887-89;i5$9«'§muel Wolls, 1890-82;

i riRgs 3

Rg!r: lil‘x’anflnié{ ‘ntermediate floor were
the private rooms of Winslow Tewls
Jodge, Jodyge of 2leusls, Joseph Warren
lodge and Paul Revere lodge. In these
were many interesting relles, among
them a clovk owned by Joseph Warren
and an anclent sideboard and punch
howl. . .
- Boylston st frout of the second
ﬂo(A):‘x‘- %J‘eerc u{o farge apartments used as
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GETTING THROUGH THE CROWD.

an armory by Boston commandery.
Here the trophes of the commandery,
in the shape of many bunners, weore
kept, and also the regalla seen through
the glass doors of hundreds of walnut
lockers.

. Egyptian hall, the meeting place of
the grand chapter of Massachusetts,
and the two chapters In Boston, was on
the same floor

The walls in the Egy{)uxm hall were
enriched by massive columns, and the
celling divided into compartments hy
heavy beams, decorated in vartous pat-
terns of uhbroken tints of blue, red,
aorange and green,

The two main plllars at the east ena
of the hall, between which was the
throne of the high priest, formed the
moat stmking feature of the room
These were ornamented with hiero-
glyphles,

The furniture of the hall was of solid
walnut, with ruby velvet coverings. The
desks and all the other secats were
decorated in harmony.

The armory of the De Molay com-
mandery was on the second story. 1n
the center stood an effigy of Jacques De
Molay, clad In full armor, presented by
De Molay commandery of Washington,
Another valued ornament was ua large
bronze urn, presented by Palestine com-
mandery of New York.

On the top floor was St Bernard's ar-
mory, the rooms used by the Scottish
Rite bodies, and Gotbhle hall, where the
grand commandexry of Massachusetts
and Rhode Island and the subordinate
commanderies of Boston held their con-
claves.

This last apartment svas redecorated

this summer, {in anticipation of the
“triennial,” for it was there that the
gzund encampment went into secret ses-
sion,
. On the seventh floor was the banquet
pall, which seated 300 people, and had
attached to it spacious selving rooms
and pantries. An elevalor connected
this and all other parts of the bullding
with the ground floor.

There were a score of small rooms tor
commlittee meetiugs, conferences, ete,
which were furnished as elaboratecly as
thelr proportions would consistently al.
law. Boston comnandery had 468 lock-
ers for its nearly 900 members in the
room of the Massachusetts consistory,
and throughout the temple there was
roam for nearly 900 uniforms,

Tevery Inch of room wasg utllized, and
on occasions ke the recent conclave 1t
was evident to all Interested In the
place that the quarters were decldedly
cramped ,

The Masonic bodles occupled a bulld-
i on the present site for a time pre-
vious to the erection of the temple,
which was vigited by fire on Amil G,
1861, and completely destioyed, togethar
with the Winthvrop lLouse, which ad-
Jcined it. . .

These Aasohic apartments ocenplad
an, arven of 20,076 square feet, and were
bapdsomely fittett up At the time ot
the completion of the bullding, Dec 7,
1859, it was given the name of “Free-
masen’s hatl,” |

Barller gccommodations for all the
Masonic bodies were provided In the Ex-
change coffee house, where the ¢ty ex-
change now stands on Devonshire st,
They wers arrunged for the worlk of tha
crder at a considerable expense dquring
the yedr 1817, :#nd on Nov 3, i81S, were
burned,

The daifferent institutions then hetd
their communlcations at Concert hall
and at Masons® hall until 1821, when
thev hired the hall and ante room in the
ol state house, paying the town of
Boston $600 per annum for a l0-yeal
lease. Fiom July 1, 1830, to the close of
the year 1331, Washington hall on Wash-
inton st, opposite Frankln st, was oc-
cupied by the fraternity.

For several years the stibject of bulld-
ing a Mosonic temple had been dis-
cussed. Commitiees were appointed by
the varlots lodges of Boston. On the
14th of October, 1830, the cornerstone of
of the first Masonic temple was lad on
a zlts at the corner of Tremont st and
Temple pl, which was then known as
Washington sardens. The zmount of
tand taken was about 3000 square feet,
at a bost of $13,383,.50.

In this building the Riasons had thelr
meetings until 1857, when more commo-
dious apartments became recersary, So
the building was sold and Masonic
apartments were prepared in a portion
of the Winthrop hou;ei Jatian
After the fire pf 1864 accommadal 8
were immesiately prepared for the order
at Thorndike hall, Summer st, w!uch
the fraternity oceupled until the com-
pletion of the new temple on the present
site, ,corner of Boylston.and Tremont
st.  Among the many, architectural de-
slgnbh  submitted, that of Merrill G,
‘W‘}xeeler was chosen,

3

CAUSE IS NOT KNOWN.,

No One Can Tell How the Masonic
Temole Fira Rtartad.

The direct cause of the fire will proba.
bly never be known. The general sur-
mige Is that It was caused by sponta-
neous combustion in some of the para-
phernalla which was stored In a little
storage room on what was 'known as
the fifth fleor, which was really the
landing floor leading to theo upper of
tha three grand halls. , .

While the outward appearance of the
buliding would indicate thag ft {3 of
four utorles, its interlor arrangements
present no less than seven stories, The
street floor was occupled By the Ivers
& Pond plano company, and the Iome
gavings bank. The slx upper floorg were
given up 1o the quarters and lodge
rooms of Masanic organizations.

The arrangement of the six interior
starles was unique, the studding of each
couple of stories belng equal to that of
each of the three grand halls. These
Iatter grand halls were located one

When the night watchman left in the
morning everything appeared all right,
It.was not untii ahout 10 yesterday
morning that there was reason to sup-
{){;7;0 anything wrong within the blila-

Then, according to superintendent
Chester, in his interview wlth a Globe
reporter, one of the day men suddenly
ran downstairs and said there was a
flre upstairs. -

Superiptendent Chesgter sald: “Grand
Master Holmes and other grand ofiicers
weie present In the bullding at the time,
When the man réported the fire 1 just
dtepped outside my office to the eorri.
dor to ring in _hox 713, which is located
on the wall, 1 Jooked up the staircase
and saw the smoke, and hastened to
rlr'\'p: in the alarm,

1 pulled my bunch of keys from my
pocket, and smashed the little glass
case in which the key to the fire alarm
box was kept. With the Key the alarm
box was opened in a Jiffy and the alarm
pulled In The alarm was rung in, 1
have learned, just as the alarm oflice
was giving the hell alarm in response
to the alarm which happened to be
glven from the outslde by a policeman
who discovered the smoke and fAames
pouring out of the window on the Boyls-
ton st side,

“It was most natural that the fire
should have been discovered on the out-
side, when It 18 considered that the
room was a ¢loge one and its door was
tghtly shut lnside the building.

‘The intensity of the heat generated
by the fire as it gathered headway in
the little room, forced the glass in the
window and then the smoke rolled out.
I cannot say how any fire could have
originated in the room.

“I cannot say what the damage to the
furnishings of the buflding will be, but
1t will be large. The quairters of the
three commanderles and lodge rooms
contained some 1800 uniforms and sets
of regalia. We cannot tell how muct
damage this property sustajned, and wi
will not know_ until each individua
member is heard from. Each man own:
his own uniform or regala. However
we are {n hopes that the damage to this
propert}r' will not Le an frreparable loss.
Much of the regalia and unforms are of
velvet, satin and other materials ¢f the
most costly textures,;and are easily af.
fected by smoke and water.

“As the lockers throughout the bulld-
{ng were well covered by the protective
department, it is thought the uniforms
and regalia suffered little damage {rom
water, What the dalnage from smoke
will be would be hard to tell.”’

As to the damages to the interior fur-
nishings, superintendent Chester sald
he could not form any estimate., The
furniture, he sald, in all but the twe
upper floors, had Been well covered ur
by the protectives, and therefore was
not Hkely to be very badly damiaged,

At the guperintendent's invitation the
reporter gccompanied himover the build-
g, .with the view of forming some ldea
of, the havoe wrought py the fire. The
raof of the structure was practieally
gaona,

The upper ot once grand Gothle hall
was a complete ruln. Its once beautiful
arched yoof was gone, or what was left
of it was a mass of debris level with
the floor, which had burned through in
snots into the arched celling of the big
Egyptfan hall divectly beneath., Gathic
hall had- been completely wiped oul.
The sixth and seventh floors were black-
ened and charred and utterly destroved,
the floors of both stories heing burned
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STAIRWAY TO THE FOURTH STORY,

abhove the other, in the easierly or rear
corner of the building. That next to
the second and thiid floors wis khown
as Corinthian hall, while the fourth
and {ifth floors was known as the Egyp-
tiap, and the upper hall, pexyt to the
sixth and seventh floors was known as
Gothie hall .

The litlle storeroom where the blaze
started was on the fifth tloor, and had
2 window fronting on the Boylston st
side ot the building.

Trom all that could be learned this

storeroomt had not been used for sev-
eral days. The Intimation that there
had beeh a large meeting in Sutton hall
Friday night should not be considered
ag having any significance, Inasntuch as
none of those taking part had any rea-
son to use the storerooni.
- The only person, so far 8s can be
fearned, who was in or about the room
Friday night was the night watchman.
This guardian of the building made his
rounds once every, hour up to § yester-
day morning, wheh he was_rellgved by
the day men employed to 100k after the
lodge rooms.
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through, while thelr stalrways were
rendered hreparable.

On the sixth floor were ranged the
lackers of De DMolay comnandery,
Kulghts Templars, which held 310,000 in-
sulance on the commandery's furnish-
ings. Sir Kmght Samuel H, Wise hap-
pened to he present, and egpressed him-
self as quite happy to find that the loss te
the commandery would be nominal, as
mueh of the furnishings and hanners
had been rescued and 1emoved to places
of satety by wlliing hands soon after
the fire had broken out,

Sir Knight Wise sald the $10,009 in-
surancs way dlvided between the Lum.
bermen’s of Chieago, the Pire assocla-
tion and the Phenix. He could not say
whiat the damage would be to the uni-
formg of the commandery, and which
for the most part were stored {n the
lochkers. ,

The appearance of things on the fourtt
and fifth floors was not calculated to
inspire any great hopes for slight dam-
. Thae. fifth. stary was blackened,
while the fourth.was hardly more In.
viting. The Egyptian hall, which ranged

with these two floors, was a _sorry
sight. Its celling was riddled by the riv-
ulets of water which had percolated
thiough the wrecked floor of its siater
(Gothic) hall in ruins above.

‘The once beautiful ceiling of the Bgyp-
tian hall had been transformed into a
great sleve, through which the liquld
refuse from above dripped copiously to
the floor. The walls of the Egybptian
hall, once the pride of all Masons, were
-uined so far as thelr artistic attractive-
ness might be concerned, The once
heautiful allegorical figures palnted on
:he highly frescoed walls were hopeless-
ly apolled,

In Corinthian hall, or the grandest
hall of all, water and smoke had dam-
aged firreparably all that was sartistlo
In conneetlon with its handsome arched
ceilling and walls, ¥

Its magnificent paintings which had
hung upon the walls, and which were
valued at more than money can buy,
were heaped neatly in a pile on the
floor. Among these priceless tréasures
were the life-sized ofl portrafts of the
‘mmortal Gen Warren and Paul Revere.

Superintendent Chester  described
graphlcally to the reporter the grand
:Hfort that was made by him and his
iellow Masons and the protective de-
lartment to save these portrafts, as
well as other valuable property, {nclud-
ing the Ubrary and official records
The paintings as piled up, as well a:
other furpiture in the Corinthian hall
were well covered up with rubber
blankets. s

The costly and downy carpeting of the
hall, in which the knights and brothers:
were wont to tread as if on- velvet, wa;
combpletely soaked with, slvater. - The
same condition applied to all the carpet
ing throughout the bullding. The ric}
caipetings altogether cost some $40,000
and should the structure be reoccuples
by the Masonic fraternity the loss 1
this respect will have to be replaced a
great expense,

Superintendent of fire alarmt Brow:
Flanders was present, and during th
Inspection of the building po)nteg ou
the varfous danger spots ad marked b;
the fire during Its progress. .-

. Superintendent Flanders, ke -super
intendent Chester,. spemed, at a 10s8 &
account for the cause or origin of the

re,

Their views, however, on the whole
seemed to conform to the general be.
Hef or prevailing eeptlment that the
blaze was due to spontaneous combus.

on,

Respecting the likelihood of the -Ma-
sons deciding on a new temple. which
will - provide [fac]lities .10 .meet- tha
present demgnds, superintendent Ches-
ter sald it was quite probable.that.a
new building would.be constructed on
some.other site central in. the, city. < He
sald the supject.of a new temple had
heen agltated. for some time, and.the
Hesitancy in moving in the matler was
due to, the .great expense and cost a
new temple wonld ipvaélve.,., e

Howaver, superittendent . Chesiap
wished to.be umnlerstacd that he spoka
without authorlty, and the matier.was
one that the grand lodge was likely to
decide the present iveek., e spld_ it
wag a curlous,coineidence that the veg-
nlar quarterly , megting. of the grand
lodge was to come nexl.Wernesday.. At
this me=eting,, he thought, the question
of & new temnle wolld be discussed
for decisive actlon,



