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FOUR-ALARMROXBURY FIRE

ADLY DAMAGES SCHOOL

Myles Standlsh School Gutted — Ram Prevents Conflagration Sweeping
~ Neighborhood of Structure—Roof and Intenor Destroyed
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RUINS OF MYLES STANDISH SCHOOL, BADLYDA.MAGED 'BY:FIRE TODAY

Only the heavy rain which was fall- | the roof. The bullding was a mass of ’thﬁ room of Mrs Butler and started to
ing at'3 o'clock this morning prevented | flames before the firemen arrived, and | pull the bed clothes. The woman called
a serlous conflagration in the vicinlty [only the heavy raln prevented the Qly-" | to -her daughter, Elizabeth, who' then
of the Myles Standish School on Rox- [ ing sparks and embers from igniting |saw the flames leaping high in the alr.
bury st, Roxbury, which was- gutted | adjoining buildings.
by fire and nccessitated the sounding | The fire was dtacovered by Miss Eliza-
of four alarms this morning. ' . beth Butler,.who ran fo the fjre station

The fire started from some unknown !on Center st, near the school.
cause in the. cellar and spread to the‘ The Butler family was awakened by
first floor and up the broad stalrway | i the barking of thelr dog, but pald no at-
to the second floor and a blind attic on ] tention to him. The dog’ ﬁnalty went to

A

\

Orders Fourth Afarm

The flrst alarm was sounded at- 315
'followed by a second and third at 3:22..
District Chief Frank Driscoll responded:

Continued an the Sixth Page. !
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rection and landed on the roofs of
houses nearby but were quickly ex-
tinguished by the heavy raln and wet
roofs so that no damage was caused
to other bulldings.

40 Famliles Warned

Upon the arrival of Chiet Sennott and
the sounding of the fourth alarm alds
of the chief wera sent to the adjoining
tenement buildings and approximately
40 familles were warned to bs ready to
leave thelr homes. The fire was at its
greatest helght at that timo and looked
very serious. The houses on oneside of
the school are about five yards from the
aide of the achool and sparks were con-
tihually landing on tho roofs, but noJ
damage resulted. 1

There i3 & stone wall In the rear of the
school, with six houses on Kings ter-
cace.. It is belleved that the stone wall
helped prevent the spread of the flames
to these housen.

The school fs situated on the top of a
hill, and & high wind fanned the flames
and caused sparks to fly in nearly every
direction.

Several times flremen attempted to
enter the bullding with lines of hose,
but were drilven back- by the dense
smoke, which blanketed the section for
hours, .

For more than three hours the fire-
men battled the flames, and about §:3)
nothing was left standing but the four
walls of the school, The entire Insids
was a mass of rulns, and the roof as
well. At 6:30 there were still smolder-
ing embers, and lines of hose were 3till

directed upon the building.
A serlous ticup in street car service

from the Dudley-st Terminal of the Bos-
ton Elevated was caused by the blocking
of Roxbury st by the fire apparatus,

The Salvation Army truck, with coffee
and sandwiches, was on the scene,
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on the first alarm an@ ordered the gec-
ond and third which brought Fire Chief
Danlel ‘Sennott and ¥Fire Comamlssioner
Theodore Glynn, Chilef Sennott ordered
the fourth alarm when he saw the seri-
ousness of thg flre and closeness of
nearby houses.

This Is the worst fire that has oc-
curred in Roxbury for someo time and
Fira Commlsstoner, Glynn commended
Chlef Sennott and the firemen for the
way in which they fought the blaze.
Chlet Sennott belleves that the dam-
age will amount to around $50,000 and
may reach even higher.

Frederick P. Johnson, janitor of the
school, who resides on King st, a short
distance away, sald that ho had been in
the school at 98:46 last night and that
at that time overything was all right,

The school was a two and one-half-
story brick structure and was used as a
pre-vocatlonal school for pupils of the
sixth, seventh and elghth grades.

Raln Puts Out Sparks

In the lower floor of the school there
were & machline shop, electric shop and
a print shop. All of the machinery and
tools were destroyed, as well as the
books and valuable papers of the school,
Mlss Grace Pomeroy Is principal of the
school. This Is the second fire at the
school in tho past year. Damage of
about $1000 was caused by fire about a
year ago. .

It 1s helleved that the fire had dbeen
burning some time. as the bullding was
blazing flercely when the first alarm ap-
paratus arrived. Starting in the celiar,
the firo ate its way to the first floor and
up a broad stairway to the second floor,
Tho fact that tho school i{s an old one

and that the material is very dry was
probably responsible for the fire getting
beyond control of the firemen and re-
sulted in only the walls belng left.

For some time flremen and police
were endangered by the flying slate and
pleces of fron_,as well as the dense
smoke. Streams of water were thrown
onto the building from ali sides and
flremen climbed to the tops of-adjoin-
ing roofs to pour water into the struc-
ture. Flylng sparks flew in every di-
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‘Chairman Bogan of the School Com-
mittes and Supt Burke, in conference
with the Mayor at City Hall, informed

'him that the Standigh School's 105 pupils

will e taken care of in the Dudley
School assembly hall, until other ae-
commodations can bo provided for them.

These officjals estimated the damage
to the school, bullt {n 1674, tohe $75,000.
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