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A terrible conflagration, which in less
than ten mmuies caused the loss of seven
or more lives, and destroyed upwards of
$400,000 woith of property, occurred on
the Back Bay district carly yesterday after-
noon. The New England Institute fair
building, located on Huntington avenue,
was the scene of the horrible disaster. The
building has of late been used as a stor-
age and repair shop by the Metropolitan
Horse Rallway Company, its present
owners. At 2,10 o’cloci tho 100 busy wor k-
men were startied by the cry of “Fire.” In
an instant they jumped from their work
and were horrified to see theright-nand
corner of the building a mass of lames.
Some believed they had time to gather
their tools, but those knowing did not wait
o second to get anything, but sought the
nearest eoxit none too soon, for in a
few minutes tho entire structure was filled
with a thick black smoke, while the iames
ware rapidly spreading to the other parts of
the bulding,

A voung man at work atout half a mile
from the bLuilding saw the tlunies
burst through the windows, and im-
modiately ran  to  Box 248, Jo-
cated on the Durning building,
On reaching there he found several men
trying to open the box, and knowing a
minute was great in such an emorgency
he broke open the box with a stone and
pulled in the alarm, During ail this
time tho flames were making quick
work of the building. Inside the
workmen who were not overcoms by the
smoke were groping through the dark,
crowued space, while around them the
tlaines hissed and threatened overy min-
ute to sweep them into eternity. Befoie
the arrival of a single anparatu.s.'the ontire

building was o mass of ilames. A
second  alaym  was  then  pulled
in,  after which an effort was

made to assist tho workmen inside the
huildh_zf;.. Wheu the fire apparatus arrived
thoe building was a rouring furnace, With.
out the least warning the roof fell witha
’rrisb. thus  ending  all  the chances
of cscape  of those who were not
fortunate enough n getung out. Lho
sight at this wmomwent was magnificently
appalling, and will lo.n}.' ba remembared by
the huwndreds who filled tle space on tho
front and sides_of the burming structure,
Although additional help wascalled by a
thrd alarin, the firemon saw that it was
useless to attempt to extinguish the fire,
and gave their attention to saving the sur.
rounding property,

Ansido aud Ontside.

The {ire stavted in the cupola, and ex-
tendod towards the mam building. An at-
tompt was made by the employes to stop
the prouress of the fiames, bl they wero
driven vack Dby the heat, The tames
spread with rapidity, and_ in a fow
minutes the whola front of the build-
ug was o mass of flames. ‘The employes
noxt tuined their attention to running
ont n jou of cars fiom the 1aar portion.
About 1ifty cars weie saved in this way.
Winle engaged in gotting ous & car in the
rear in the southeast portion a number of
the employes were suddenly hemmed in on
alt sides by the ifames. Sceing their
dnmier they made & break for the
window and jumped to the ground
below.  Two of the men wers not
so fortunnte, and one of them seemed
blinded and dazed.: lle climbed to the top
of the wall and tried to throw himself over,
It seemed to lose his strength and foll
Lack, his hands clinging to the top of the
wall. A ladder was hastily raised, but ithe
tlames prevented the firemen from rencii
"“i him, and beforo the tiremen could jzot
to hiis rescue he foll back into the fiames,

There were no horses in the building. All
of the employes lost from $25 to $70 worth
of toolg, 'The raport that o man bad boen
burned spread rapidiv, and in a short time
o Iarge number of the wives, - sisters, ohifl.

. where it was

were employed In tho building were on the
scene, making anxious inquiries for their
friends.

d.
and had to be taken away. \Vhi!e the fire
was in progress cinders and firebrands
wero carried over to the roof of the neigh- |
boring baildings, and the chomical en-
gines were kept busy 1n_extinguishing such |
tires and in protecting the roofs.

An inquiry among those who were em-
ployed in the, b;ulzimu shows that quite o
nuber are 1nissing, and 1t is thought that
at least two, if not three or four, men were
burned to death.

A Roaring Furpace,
The sceno inside the building during all
this time was terrible. An unknown man
was driven out of the window of the second

story by the flames. 1le was about to Jeap, |

then
came,

dving out as suddenly as
Cleaving  all  in _darkness.
he  windowless, half.crumbled  walls
Ioomed un in the night like an old Roman

coaseless. monotonous nolsezof tho frogs in
the neuihbormg maishes served to make
the dead hush of midmeht more 1mpres-
sive, Tho streets at this hour was clear of
spectators; the blanketed tire horses were
nodding peacefully, and the pufling of half
2 dozen steamers was the only thing that
served to broak the monotony of the death-
like stillness. : .

Up to alate hour tha_blackened remains
of eight workmen had beon taken from the
ruins, and it is oxpected that assoon as the

ro shall have oxhausted itself,k many
more bodies will be found, here are
hftesn or sixteen missing persons, and as
the force of workmen amounted to ninety
orone hundred it is very likely that many
more hodies may yot be discovered. Later,’

had put one leg over the window sill, when sixteen were raported missing. The wall

the roof above fell |
him fast where he was, No Iladdor!
company had arrived and the crowd
outside " wers powerless to  render
assistance. I'ho flames followed almost in-
stantly, and the imprisoned man was
roasted in azony before the horritied oyes of
his friends below. dJohn MeNulty and J. F.
Feran, two of his fallow workmen, madean
attempt to rescue him, but they were terri-
bly burned about the hands and face, and
iad to be assisted by their friends,

While the vast crowd were pressing
as near as possible to the burning structure
on the front and sides, until forced back
by the volice, sad events were transpiring
at tho southeast corner of the building.
it was in this portion_ that the
c.rnenters’ shop was_ sitnated, and
it washers that the men burned to death
wery lastseon alive. Directed by workmen
who had escaped and who had seen at leuss
one of the men disappear from a window
from which he was_ trying to make s
escape, gangs of firemen worked with
test endeavor to subdue the tlames in
the rubbish enough to permit an en-
trance. This_was at last done, and sev-
eral firomen, braving the intense heat and
aided by copious streams thrown upon
them by their compaunions, made their way
into the southeast cormer; and there, close
to the wall, found a human boudy
burned to a_ erisp and wholly unre-
cognizable. The remains were borne
ont . tenderly and placed_ in a_shed

near by that lad escaped the Hames.
Fizhting the Fire.

Although no means of identification re-

mained on the body, yet the position in

which it was found makes it certain that it

isthat of William Taylor, a man 70 years of

age, lving on Greeleaf street. and am-

ployed m the carpenter shop in
the nportion of _the building where
he_was found. Ho returned to the

builaing for lus tools, and, cut oft from the
stairway by the rapid advance of the
flames, attempted to pet out a_second
story window, in which_effort he was
caught by the flames and drawn back to
death. Soon after, another body, charred
beyond 1ecoguition, was takeu from about
the spme place. ‘This was idontitied as thas
of a carpenter named Oliver Irost. He also
undertook to o back after his tools.

The Injured.

‘The following are the injured as far as is
known:

John McDonald, living at 32 Kendall
street, had his lead and face burned.

Joseph \Whidden, woodworker, living on
Milford place, was badly burned about the
bands and face. B

William Sturgis, burned,

Robert Owan, burned.

Joseph Hareltine. burned,

Eph Feraun, burned. .

Owen Ryan, 76 Westminstur street, at
the City Hospital: face and hands buined.

E. L. Larren, 46 Winslow street. at the
City Hospital; facoe and arms burned.

A Mass of Ruins,

, Inless than half an hour after the first
alarm was given the immense btructuio
was a mass of ruins. Search was then
made Ly the firemen for other bodies, and

they succeeded in finding five. One
was adentihied  as  that  of  Alex
Campbell,, 35 vyears  old, Hving at

122 Camden strect. Ifo was employed
in the wood-working shon and lost his life
by going back to, zet his iools. Another
ody was identified as that of Patrick
Lyons, 26 vears old. employed in the
blacksmith shop. e escaped from the
building but went back to get his tools,
The other two-bedies still remain uniden-
itied.

Meeting Fire and Death.

One of the blacksmiths who was at work
in the shop stated to a reportor last evening
that he was busy at his forge when the cry
of tire was first sounded. At first he thought
that it was his house, which is sitnatod
within 100 feet of the southern portion of
the bnlding. He dropped his tools and
rushed out, hut not before some of his com-
panions, who had hemrd the tirst cry given,
had left the shop before him. He
said further: “Onleaving the blacksmith
sh()}) Isaw atonce that the fire was in the
building. The thick, black smoke from the
hara pine_tunbers filled the whole build-
ing, and it was impossible to discern an
oiect two feet away. T could hear men
runuing hither and thither, crying out
‘fire’ at the top of their voice.  In my huaste
to escape, 1 stumbled and fell headlong.
bruising my elbow shghtly, It could
not have heen more than twelve or
fifteen mmnutes from the time the first
alarm was cried out i _tho building befnd
tho roof doubled up like a jackkuife, and
went down, puibng the walls in with it.

Nottwo mmutes had elapsed from the
time I escaped from the window when the
collapse of the roof and walls occurred.
The wmen kept their tools in the
loft, and those who escaped before
me and went back to save thewr tools, were
probably caught by the falling timbers as
they were coming down the stairs, The
fire caught near the Huntington avenne
entrance, and asall the men were employed
near the other end of the building, I think
it musc have ygol \vu'll_ under way before

being  discovered. Theie. wers Jrom
soventy to 100 cars inside which
we iad  been  working  on. and
from _twonty-six to twenty-eight snow-

ploughs. I saw poor Pat Lyonsas ho was
going back into the building to save his
tools. He worked near men the black-
smith shob, T sippose, hke mysell, he was
terrorstiicken when the first alarm was
wiven, and after getting over his fright he
1eturned, and I saw his boly when thev
found it this afternoon all bfackuned and
shrunk to almost nothing,

“Another poor fellow appenied at one of
the windows, e had clnnbed up on a iad-
dor, hut vefore anyone coudd assisy him, or
he could muke an effort to lneak the glass,
ho tottered and fell back into the smoke
and flame, which the next instant bnrst
from the window with a roar like
u mountain torrent. None of us can tell how
the firc first started. It was first seon
on tho Jower tloor, and just above the place
firsy seen_was a lnrge paint
shop, the fHoor of which was thoronghly
saturated with o1l or henzine. ‘The fire 1n
an _instant spread to the carpenter shops,
und got extra headway m the (‘ry wood amd
shavings. Everythiug was drv as tinder, |
and the lower tloor seemed to burn up hke |
so0 much vaper,”

Watching the Awrful Filnmes.

A woman who hives in the private pas-
sagoway leading from Huntington avenue
to Rugsles street, and who was hanging out
clothes in tho yard when the fire first

gtarted, said: _*I first saw smoke coming ,

from tho windows on the Huntington ave,

“At one time, whoen the smoke cleared
away, I thouht I saw the lezorarmofa
man hanging from onoe of the windows, but
1was so terrified by the awful sight that X
may have been mistaken.. But once or
twice § am quite sure that 1 heavad cries of
agony comung {rom the buildine. Ishall
nover forget the awful sight. The
brave fiwremmon saved my house, which
at one time was in reat danger,
The heat was so intense that my clothes
on the line was scorched, and_the firemen
who attomnted to ¢nter the building by tho
ontrance at the southeast coiner were
kept from burning by the delugoof water
wotred upon them by *heir companjons.
They at last elfected au entrance, and soon
reapyonred with & body. Before the roof
gave way I saw_ a man appear st a sacond-
story window for a moment snnd suddonly
digappeny, 1le nm')ancd 10 bo anold man,
for lus hir was white, and tho pluce where
Isaw him was a1 the window nenrest the
goutheast corner.”

‘The Weird Sicene of denth.

All tho evening up to nbout 11 o'cleck,
Huntington avenus in the vicinity of the
ruins was htelally packed with men, women
and children, and the polico were kopt busy
proventing tho curious ones fiom dodging
under 1he ropes.  Membors of the Bourd of
Aldermon who were at Moon island show-
ing the mayor of Philadelplun alous the
panpmg station connected with the oity
sower, saw the blaze and started
once for the scane of the fire,
arrived early in tho evenime, an
touting to go under the rafety ropes, wero
told bv the f:nmdu furmshed by the Metro-
volitan Railroad Compauy that they conld
not entar,  Their Identity was soou nade
known, however, and they were allowed
insido tho forbidden ¢round. |

D to midnight the five was still burnin
in fulul Hoshes, lighting up tho scous 30

nts {

m and pinned  facing Huntington aveunue, through which

the main entrance to the bLuilding was

vierced, has a erack two inches wide ex-

| tending its entire width, and is likely to
frull'at.any moment.

Amid Ruined Grandeur.

There has seldom been a more beautiful,
and at the same time more sauddenng pic-
ture * presentod to the curious and inter-
ested than the broken walls standing ma-
Jestic in their ominous isolation. Those
who have seen can alone comprehend the
magzniticent picture which wus witnessed
ag the dying tlames shot upward witha
convulsive dying force, and as the sparks
were shot upward, flashing like meteors
into the quiet ntght,

The entire area which the immense
structnre covered at early morning was
still alive with burning debris. Here and
there,as thoussh with mechanical precision,
nnitches of brilliant fire illuminated the
ruins.

Heavy volumes of thick black smoke
curled ‘lazily heavenward from the scorch-
ing and burning 1uass beneath. To ad
to the prandeur of the ruius the
moon. radiant in all its glory, shed
its soft Dight, illuminating the dark
nooks and  corners, and_ revealing
every moment fresh sights. In_the very
glooin which in places surrounded the edi-
fice the silently moving figures of the fire-
men could be seen slowly yet certainly fin-
ishing the work that had so nobiy been
begun, At 2o'clock the flames were still
in places brilliant, yet in no position to
further endanger life or property, though
without doubt the ruus will smoulder for
many days.

A Talk with Engincer Sawyer.

Seen from the front, on Huntington
tvenue, the remains of the enormous fair
building looked 1n the dusk of the early
morumg like the ruins of some old world
2astle, Tall and gaunt, portions of the wall
stood spectre-lile, marking the corpers and
sides of what was once the spacious en-
trance. Within the eruinbled walls all was
n smoking mass of iron, brick and smeul-
dering wood. Tons upon tons of hollow
iron girders that had supoorted the walls
and roof were twisted and knotted like
strings in fantastic network.. Columna of
smoke rose steadily at intervals, while hore
and theie glowing sparks and at times am-
bitious flames lit up the broad expanse of
the shattered baqemeut.denotim,i that much
of fife stil remained of the contiagration.

In what was once a hasemont, now only a
black and shapeless hole, crouched, at_3
o’clock this maymng, Distiict Engincer E,
I, Snwyer, witlun w how_mecnu t the fire
oceurred.  He was busily engnged

by two firemen standimyr in_the dark and
1ubbish a few feet inside the walls. lle
said: "T'vo been on duty here all night, and
Isha'n’t leave until the last spark s extin.
guished. 1 myself pulled tive dead bodies
from the ruins, and their position mdicated
that they had run_tor dear life, but had
been overtaken by the tianes™” j

**Do you thiuk theio are any more bodies
buried in there?"

“Undoubtedly. Down there, about half
way on the left, I smelt burnmg flesh, and
agam at about the year contig: but 1t was
too dark to make a search. No, if three fire
departments, like that ot Boston, had boeen
heie they couldn’t have put out the blaze.
No little delay was caused by the
moen in  the building hghting _the
fire _alone fur a while befure calling
an alarm, and by, the ringing of so many
ditffarent alarms fiom as many directions
atone: when once they did setin. I can’t
help thinking how horiible it would have
been if this had happoned when the fair
was in pregress, The tire would have gone
still more_rapidly .when - the walls wae
dinped and mog one-half the
crowd would have eseaped.” . .

*“Lla you think it will all bs out by morn-
ing
““Ihat's haid to say. ‘There’s a good deal
of fire there vet. What wo caw’t got ut
must burn itseif out, that’s all. The rron is
50 hot that 1t is impossible to work in thero
yet awlitle. The bodies g0 far removed
were probably those at work on the second
floor. Those on the first and i the base.-
ment must be way undernoath the debris.*
“*Are there any other streams being used
onight?” )

“No. We've got about six pounds of pres.
su16 ou this one fiom the hydrant, and that
will Le enough to 1each pretty well towards
the centie, “There, n httle more to the
right, boys!”

And as ke said the wordsa shower of
sparks showed that the aim of the firemen
nad Leen true, .

*Yes, 'continued Engineer Sawyer," it was
a hard fire, andthe voor wretches mside had
a poor chance indeed. you notice that
veculinry smell that secms stronger than
simple smoko? Most likely that’s another
victim buried underneath this mass of
wood and iron heie, Well tind him in the
morning.”’

"The Building Before the Fire.

The building burned yesterday afternoon
was erected in 188L by the Now England
Manufacturers and Mechanics’ Institute, a
corporation formed for the purpose of
advancing the interests of the mechanic
arts in  New England mainly by
givingannualexinbitons, Fouroxhibitions
were held, nnely, in 1881, 1882, 1843 aud
1854, The enterprise pioving unprofitable
the exhibition featurs was given up, and
the buildimng was used for some time,
as it had been at intervals before,
for skating rink and other pur.
poses. ‘1lic building had been erccted
upon leased land, and that circumstance,
taken in conncction with the unprofitable
oxhibitions. forced the corporatiun into in-
solvency about a year ago. Last winter the
property was purchased by the Metropoli-
tan  Railvoad Company, and_ it las
since Leen used, though the plans
had  mot been fully developed, as
a_ place, for the storage amd _repair
of cars. ‘The building wasaf ivon and brick,
and had 35,83+ squarefcot, or about eight
acres avalable for exbibition purposes,
The main building was 540 feet Jonsr by 384
feet wido, and tho whole cost of the prop-
erty when ready for exhibitions, exclusive
of the land, was about §500.000,

1t was purchased by the riilroad com-
pany Jast December for $150,000, Witlun
1ts walls were about 400 box cars belonging
on the difforent lines operated by the com.
pany. Of these only one was saved, The
company lias added $60,000 worth of stock,
intended not only to repair but build their
cars, ‘This comyany has suffered consider.
ably from fire during the past six monthss
Firsg their Tremont street stables wore
partly destroyed and this was followed a
fow months later by the burning of their
Egleston square stables. Thesetires follow-
ing clos«ly after each other lend wany to
believe that un incendiary 1s at work,

Schedule of ¥olicics.

The insurance on the building as far as
can bo learned very mearly covers the
original value. Tho insurance on the cars
is only $15,000. When tue old policies ex-
pired, but ashort time ago, 1t is siated that
the Metropolitan Railroad Company had
made arrangements to book all “stock
ina now torm ou or wbout the first
of July, and for this reasvn the expiled
policies wera not renewed, and to this may
in o measure bo attributed the nominal
risks, The companies who carry policies on
tho stock are: Gormania, 22500; New York
Bowery, $§2600: Contitiental. 82500; Amer.
ican Central, $2000; St. Paul, 81500; Citi.
zens, $1500; Hamburg of Bremen, $2500:
total, $16,000.

Jt 15 1mpossible at the present tune to esti.
mite the insuranco on the machinery in the
building. Presidont Richardson conld make
noapproximation last night, norcould thore
bo any authenticity attached to the random
stories afloat in reintion thereto.

Conley Knoghed Senselassa.

Nxw Youk, June 21,—There was a large
crowd at the Germanin Assembly
rooms tonight to witness the fight be-
tween tho two heavy-woights, Frank
Hearld of Philadelphiia, and  Mike
Conley of Ithaea. The wmen fuced
each other at 10 o’clook,and fought 1 min.
ute 20 soconds, Hearld winnjui the fight by
knockine Conley senseless Ly a right-hand
hlg\\' on the nose. Hearld di(f all the tight.
ug.

Marries an Indicted Bebout,

TOLEDO, U., June 21.—A wedding core-
mony was performed in this city today that
was noticeably out of the ordinary, The
bride was Zelda Van Vieet, a pretty youug
miss of about 16 years, und the groomn was
Andre J. Bubout, one of the notorlous
Bebuutw under several State ana United

and !
it

in
directing a powerfnl hydrant stieam held '

. e g —_—
States indictments for running the obscone
Sunday Democrat. Bebout 13 confined in
the city, worklhionse wwaiting trial, and the
ceremony was performed in the oitice. T}
bride is 'a sister of Bebout's first wife, an
was his housekecper for some time after
her death, Thero me indictinents enough
hgm&;nm over the groom to keop him be
hind the bars the rest of his days,
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