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SPECTACULAR FIRE IN THE ABANDONED ELEVATOR BUILDING.
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PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN FROM THE BERKELEY-ST RAILRCAD BRIDGE.
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Big Fire at the
South End.

Od Elevator Build
g Destroyed.

Scorgs of Small Firss by
Flying Embers,

Bucket Brigades Busy—
Loss $60,000.

A fire whichi started at noon yester-
day in the abandoned eight-story gratn
clevator of the N Y, N H & H RR
company, situated on Chandler and’
Berkeley sts and running for 400 feet
along the southerly side of the rail-
road tracks, complctely destroyed that
structure, started more than 20 small
fires in buildings in the South End and
in the Back Bay, caused unimportanc:
injurfes to several tiremen and a few
citizens, and entailed a property loss of
probably about $60,000. It caused four
alarms of fire to be sounded from box 85,
which not only called out about 30 steam
fire engines, a dozen ladder trucks and
three water towers, but a crowd of
40,000 people and the reserves from all
the intown, Roxbury and South Boston,
police stations. R

It was the second grain elevator to be
burned in Boston this month, Both of
them were the property of rajlroad com-
panies. July b lightning struck a freight
shed at the Mystic wharves, owned by,
the Boston & Maine railroad company,
I and communicated to the Mystic grain
_elevator, the largest in New England,’
and entirely destroyed it. There werse
100,000 bushels of grain in that elevator.
Three sailors of the steamer Austrian,
whose entire crew.jumped overboard,
‘were drowned. At yesterday's five there
was no loss of life and no permanently
disabling injuries Inflicted on either fire-
I men or citizens.

The elevator destroyed yesterday af-
' ternoon was built 40 years ago by the
. Boston & Albany raflroad, and a few
years ago was sold to the N Y, NH &
H RR. When it was built it is said
to have cost $250,000, but its machinery
was antiquated, it had not been used
for the storage of grain for nearly 10
years, and it had long been an elephant
,on the hands of the railroad and an eye-
| sore to the community. The value of
' the building had steaanv decreased until
| its present assessed valuation was only
$75,000, and the insurance carrvied on It
i was only $50,000. Real estate men who
looked at the ruins in the late afternoon
I said the insurance fairly represented the
| actual value of the property.

Cause of the Fire Unknown.

No one Kknows, apparently, wiat
caused the fire, whicn started on the
second floor in the northwest corner of
the building, and was seen simultane-
ously by citizens crossing the Berxeley-
st bridge over the rallroad tracks, the
engineer of & passing locomotive and
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VIEW FROM THE CORNER OF BERKELEY AND CHANDLER STS.
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by F. G. Robbing, operator of the rail-
road signals in the tower which stood
agalnst the westerly wall of the ele-
vator midway of the huilding, and be-
tween it and the tracks.

The englneer set the whistle of his
locomotive to screeching an alarm, the
citizens on the bridge raced for fire box
85 and pulled it and signalman Robbins
took action. The second floor of the
elevator, where the fire started, was
about on a level with the roof of Lhe
tower 1n which he was working the sig
nals, and the fire hadn't been known «*
for more than a minute before flames
were shooting out of the windows and
beginning to lap at the tower,

Robbins telegraphed to the superin-
tendent of the road at the South sta-
tion that the tower was in danger and
the tracks were, he consldeted, unsafe
for the passage of trains. Then he tele-
graphed to the operators in the towers
on either side of his statlon to stop all
passenger tralns and hold them unti
furtlicr orders. Having tied up the
traffic of the road so far as passenger
business to or from the South station
was  concerned, Mr Robblns made a
dash for the open, with the smell of
trying paint, which the tlames were
stirting up in the tower, in his nostris.
From then, and the time when he left
the tower was 12:1¥ o’clock, until after
1, not a train on the N Y, N M & H
road passed the scene of the tire.

Buston & Albany tralng were <toppad
for nearly an hour, but as the tracks
ot that road ate farther awuy from the
elevator, traille was resumed, and the
erglneers whisked the passenger trudns
by the blaze about as fast as they could
gu, as tor a long time thure was great
fear of hot air explosions which might
have blown one side ot the bhwlding
onto the tracks or trains.

All the pasgsengers on  the trains
ctowded to the side where the fire was
to catch w passing gllinps of it, bhut ob-
serving peroons who watched the engl-
neers noticed and commented on the
fact that not one of them turned his
eyes toward the fire, but kept them
gtraight ahead on the ralls, as pio-
vided for in the rules and reguiations
of the road.

Sounded Fourth Alarm.

The Nrst Of wit wicuien W arvive at| Smith of distriet

the scene saw they had a great battle
before them and the first district chiet
10 get thero promptly jumped in a third
alarm, which brought apparatus on the
jump from every direction. \When Chief
Cheswell airived he sent In a fouth
alatm, which Dbrought more engtnes,
more policemen and more peuple.

Before the fourth alarm had tinished
ringing, the fire had spread to all parts
of the elevator and a pillar of denss,
black smoke wag pouring from the ven-
tilators under the apex of the sharply
pitched roof, which was six stories up
trom Chandler and Rerkeley sts and
cight high, counting it from the rail-
road slde. On the rallroad side the
first two storfes wete of brick the en-
tire length of the buflding, and above
those two stutles the bullding was of
frame with glate sides. On the Berke-
ley-st end the building was all of brick,
and on Chandler st for 200 fect toward
Tremont st the building was of brick,
with frume and shite covering above ft,
and about 200 feet of the building on the
end nearest Tremont st was all {rane
and slate.

There were windows in the two hrick
stories ‘on the ralltoad side, and there
were a couple of doors each on the
Berkeley-st end and Chandler-st side,
but there were no windows there, and
no chance for the firemen to get
streams onto the fire direct, so the
flames had things pretty much their
own way. About all the firemen could
do was to array all the appaiatus they
could on ench side and the Berkeley-st
end of the bhullding und form water
cuttains in the hope of preventing the
fire trom communicuting to the Castle-
g hotel, the block of four-story tene-
ment houses on the opposite side of
Beikeley st, and to the bullding on
Berheley st across the bridge, and to
the rows of houses on Cortes st, the
1ear of which back up on the raliroad.

One of the water towers was statjoned
in Chandler st and the detuge it poured,
supplemented by tlie streams from half
r dozen fire engines-and the house hose
o1 the Castie-sq hotel, which was oper-
ated trom the roof hy employes, pre-
vented that bullding from taking firve,
‘Two other water towers hombarded the
front ot the building with the stieamns
trom clght engines and succeeded in
saving the hlock of tenement houses
ot the other side of the street, al-
though the wind, such as there was,
wias blowing toward them the first hour
and @ half of the tive.

Residents Form Bucket Brigades.

The streams of a dozen engines were
kept on the burning building from the
ratltead  tracks, and two or three
chemieal engines went up and down
Jerkelev st, acroes the bridge, along
Columbus av for two blacks on either
side of Betkeley st and through Cortes
and Ferdinand «ts, putting out the lit-
tle tires that (lying cinders, some of
them nearly a toot long, kept setting
in the awnings and woodwork ol the
houses  The people who live in the
houses  formed bucket brigades and
succeeded pretly well in quenching the
fitebramds which fell upon the roofs.

The Youth's Companion batliding on
Columbus ny was gumrded by a large
foree ot the employes there, who fought
the firebrands with hand extingulshers
and buckets of waler. A lurge number
of ecmploves of the Hoffman house,
which ¢xtends from the corner of Co-
lumbus av along the southerly side of
Berkeley st nearly to the nridge, fought
the fire there and prevented any serious
damage heing douce aside from the de-
stinction of a few awnings. The apart-
ment house on Berkeley st, nest to the
Hoffman house, and between it and the
1aitroad tracks on which it abuts, lost
about every awning it had, and some
of the window sills were scorched.

The Hremen ovdered the blinds on the
houses on Cortes st removed, and the
folks told them to take them off them-
selves if they wanted them off. When

fivemen started to remove the blinds
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as an element of danger ot the spread
of the fire, they tound them so hot that
they had to diop them, and they went
«!ushln‘g down on the rallvoad's rignt ot
way. Some of the windows were broken
in the Cortes-st hoses hv the hoat, and
@ coupte of the nouses caught fite, piut
the regular fireimen and volunteers put
them out In a hur v

In Lerkelov o, Cortes st, Columime av
t'm' a_distance of three blocks heyond
Perkeley st and in alt the Htthe s(conts
which ntersect Columbus for several
biocks in eithar direction, householders
got thelr valuables together and pre-
pated to mave Some of them dCtlly
did get out of the neighbothood, cone
vinced that the e was golng to de-
velop into a conflagiation,

Fire Started in Hotel Brunswlick.

At the hight of the fire the southerast
wind of moderate velocity which blew
for two hows after the fire started,
carried bits of barning wood ¢ er neross
the Back Bay and as far as the Charles
river and the Fenway.

Iferbert DBaines, manager >f hotel
Brunswick, in Boylston st,’a good half-
mile away from the fire, obs2rved the
falling firebrands and called all hls em-
ployes to go through the big hotel and
close every window on the side toward
the fire. The work was superintandad
by Mr Barnes, and was about half done
when he discovered that a firearaind
which had come by the aerial conurse,
had set fire to an awning on the fourth
floor, and sparks from the awning hlew
into the rootn which was blazing merrlly
when the manager came upon it. Mr
Barnes grabbed a hand extinguisner
and tackled the blaze, shouting as le
dld so for a porter to send an alarm
of fire. The porter rang in box M, and
by the time the iremen got to the hotel
Mr Barnes had succeeded in extinguish-
mg the fire, which caured a damage of
only $200 or so.

A burning brand fell on a lad of

lush-covered furniture which was be-
ng driven throush Columbug av pear
the Youth's Companion buliding and
despite the effoits of a volunteer fire
brigade and that of a regnlar fireman
who almed a streamm of water at the
load, the furmitule was about all rpined

Early in the fire Lieut Michae) Boyle
of engine 12 was ovetcome by heat
while fizhting the blaze at close,range,
and was cairied into a drug  store,
where a surgeon of the fire department
revived him and advised him to go to
quiriers. Boyle refuced, and pluckily
returned to work In a little while a
nozzle which he was helping hold went
on the rampage, and, tiving up, struck
Boyle a heavy blow under the heart,
knocking him out. ile was carried back
to the drug store, but as soon as he re-
mined his consciousne<s and his wind
he _again went hack to worlk.

Distriet Chlef Engineer Hiram D.

8, Roabury, slipped
i coming out of the first floor of the
i burning bullding and badly sprained one
of his aukles, but he Insisted on con-
tinulng at work, after he had been at-
tended by a surgeon,

Lieut Iitzgerald of protective com-

any 1, who was injured fnternally by

eing Kkicked by a horse at a tire a
week or so ago, was lying helpless in
bed across the way from the tire, and
as there was deubt of saving the house,
he was carried out to an um%ulancc and
sent to a hospital

Sceres of people got hot cinders n
thefr eves, and more scores had their
strow  hats or summer plctute hats
burned beyond all usefulness In the
future by the falllng cinders.

Wali Falls, Hosemen Stunned.

At H0 about 4 1ect otf the brick wall
on the Berkeley-st end of the building
feil into the street with a crash that
was heard for blocks away, and had it
not Leen for the activity of Scrgt John
3. Dniscoll of divislon § who was in
charge of the big police detail, and the
assistance of patrolman Underhill of
diviston B, several persons who had
distegarded the orders of Chief Ches-
well against passing through Berkeley
st, would have been crushed to death.

Licut Willlam F. Field of engine 3,
Harrison av, and five hosemen were on
the ground floor of the bullding on the
Berkeley-st end when the wall fell. The
part of the wall which went down was
crowned with granite blocks and the
shock of the tumble caused a. lot of
beams and scantling to fall inside the
building. The concussignt blew all ot
the hosemen out through the door and
stunned them. but some ot the scant-
lmgs fell on Lieut Kield, und beside
humps and biulses of the head and
thigh he was badly cut in the right
nBund, and that wound was made worse
by the cinders and grime which were
carrled into it. Dr S, K. Patten of 210
Warren av diessed the lHemtenant's
wounds and then he was taken to hi,
nome in South Boston In a cartiage.

Falling from the hight it did, the
granite coinlee on the wrecked wali
was broken _Into

countless Ploceq that
ghot away from the mass lke bullets,
pomharding the houses across the street
and nuking elean-cut holes in the win-
dows of S and 81 Berkelev st. and a
hole was torn through the heavy front
doot of No. 82,

supt of Police Pletce was a sneclator
at the fhre, but Sergt Driscoll of division
5 had charge of the potice detail, which
conristed of about 10y men,

\\ hije the large crowd watched the
fite several of Chlef Inspector Watts'
men were on the iookout for pickpock-
ote. About 1-30 Inspectors Shechan, Me.
Gare and Burr arntested James Munroe,
flurty Cole and Thomas . Brown,
three youmg alleged New York plek-
pockets, They were taken to headquar-
ters and after being warned by Chief
Watts thev were shipped to New York
on the hoat train.

INSURANCE LOSS $50,000.

Estimate of Amount Involved—
Brokers More interested in Build-
ings Which Were Endangered.

The news of the fire in the old grain
elevator building 1 Betkeley st was
more disturbing Lo the tire msutance
fraternity on account of the buildings
in proaimity to it, than for any serious
losses they might sustain on the build-
Ing 1tself 1t had long sihee been dis-
carded tor more modern structures in
the «toring of giain by the railroad
owning it, and the place had been
looked upon as an eyvesore for years.

Recently application was made to use
the huflding as a place to sift the ashes
of the 1o0ad, but for some reason or
other the project was abandoned,

I'he building is inswtred by G. W, Stielk-
ney of Springtield, who is in charge of
all’ the Boston & Albany insurance, and
placed the risk when that road owned
the clevator. 1L 15 estimated that the
total amount mvolved on it will not ex-
ceed Sou,000.

Tt was not regarded as a particularly
chofce risk, owing to the general antip-
athy of Insuiance compunies to aban-
doned bruildings of any description, and
the line carried by any one concern 48
llkely to bo small.




