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FROM  SANTA

Boston’s  Ghristmas
Presents.

Came in Form of Big
Fires.

An Unknown Man Met His
Death,

Loss in Paul’'s Block,
$40,000.

New Eugland Piano Co.
Loses $150,000.

Forbush's Sausage” Works
Singed.

Two Firemen Injured by Falling
Bricks,

A disastrous conflagration marks another
holiday in Boston,

Last night the flames held full sway in
the district bounded by Dover, Albany and
Waltham sts, and Harnson av.

At 7.851a9t night an alatin was rung in
from hox 69, for a fire in the basement of
the building owned by tho William M. Paul
estate. Twenty minuies later a second
alarm was sounded and this was followed,
three minutes afterward, by a third alarm,

The fire was a flerce one hut was confined
i to that portion of the blosk which fronts on
Albany st, and burned back to the distance
of 165 feet.

‘T'ho total loss to the block and its ocen.
pants will reach 840,000,

While this fire was in progross, another
was discovered in the factory of the New
England Piano and Omgan Company, on
Warcham st. Three alarms were sent out.

The building was a total loss. It was
owned by J. J. MoNutt. He will lose
$§50,000; insured for §20,000.

The New England Organ Company will
lose $1560,000: insured for about two-thirds,

Both fires were in progress at the same
time, but good service by the firoc and pro-
tective departmnonts prevented more serious
conflagrations.

The body of an unknown man was taken
from tho ruins of the Paul building this
morning. The appearances indicated that
he had smothered, rather than burned to
death,

BRISTOL STREET FIRE.

Details of the Conflagration in the FPaul
Building,

At 7.30 lastnightfire wagdiscovered inthe
basoment of the large block extending from
Harrlson av, to Albany at. and bounded on
two sidog by Bristol and Thayersts. O, (.
Wilson, watchman in the repair shop of
the Boston fire department,while patrolling
his rounds, snw a sheot of flame shoot out
of the basement of the building which
{ronts on Albany st. |

The bagement was occupied by J. F. Paul |
& Co. ns adry kilnroom for their mammoth
planing mill,

The tire at first scemed to be of an insig-
nifierut character, but insido of one minute
the flames seemed tohiave enveloped the
whole of the ground floor.

From all the windows, which melted in
the immediate intense hLeat, tongues ol fire
garted forth and spread in all direotiona.

Watchman Wilson rushed to the tolo-
phone conneating with the fire headquar-
tors, but bofore he could notify them a olti-
zen rang in an alarm from box 69, located
at tho corner of Albany st. and Harrison av.

Whon the department arrived the flames
had forced thelr way to the atreet floor, and
befors a stream was turned on the entire
block, which is over 280 feet long, and
occuoled exclusively by wood fashioning
concerns, seemed doomed.

The piles of lumber, furniture in process
of manufacture. heaps of sawdust and
ghavings in every nook and cornerof the
bleck, furmished ready fuel for the flames,
and tho sky was soon lighted up by a lurid
glare.

There was no hope of saving the end of
the buildinyg, and the efforts of the firemen
were direoled to preventing the spread of
the flames toward Harrison av, The men
were aided by a strong west wind, which
blew the sparks toward the water, and it
was an easy matter to prevent the fire en.
valoping the entirs block.

The block, which is owned by J, F, Pagl
& Co,, 18 four stories high, and is dividéd
into four sections, each separated from tha
othier by a party wall,

In each of the sections a number of firms
are enguged in the wood planing business.
The fire started in the first section, at the
oorner of Albany and Bristo] sts., and was
confined to it, the brick walls between the
sections greatly aiding the firemen iu pre-
venting its spread to the adjoining apart-
ments.

The blaze held full sway, however, in the
first soction, and the streams of watar poured
upon it seemeod to hava little effect.

In the rear of the block is'a long, narrow
alleyway which furmishes a back entrance
to the factories fronting on Thayer st., the
nextstreet adjoining Bristol st. It also fur-
nishes a rear éntrance to the buildings on
Bristol st., and it washere thattheefliciency
of the fire department was displayed in pre-
venting the spread of the flames to a secs
ton which.once touched by the flames,

England Piap:
Wareham st.f near Albany s

THE BLACK SECTIONS INDICATE THE BURNED BUILDINGS.

would furnish fuel for a stupcndous con-
flagration.

When the flames were bursting out of the
windows and daiting hLigh inte the air,
throwing glowing sparks in all directions
and seemingly into huge piles of mtlam-
mable lumber, engines 8, 4 and 1 wero or-
dered to this spot, and lines were laid to
reach the fire in the rear. At this pomnt
over 10 piles of Iumber were piled to the
height of 40 fcet and almost touched the
burning structwrb,

They were only a fow feet -from the
Thayer st. block and were dried and
seasoned, and would have started a huge
conflagration on the Thayer s, side had
not Chief Wobber seon the danger and pro-
vidoed for it.

Twenty minutes after the first alarm was
rung in, the chief ordered a second, which
was followed three minutes Iater by a thitd
alarm, which called almost all the entirs
available apparatus of the city to the scene.

The lumber 1n the rear was immediately
deluged with water and the chemical mix-
ture from the chemicalengines, and in ad-
dition the fircmen climbed 1o the top, and

tive 3 would respond to this alarm, but
these picces of apparatus being at the Bris-
tol st, blaze, the ‘‘automatle” operator
hastened to notify the fire headquarters,

BY this time the flames on the organ
building began to show themselves through
she wmdows of the second und third stories
and attracted the attention of Edward J.
Murnhg'. who, bomﬁ thoroughly drenched

fire was harrying to his home in
the neighiborhood to get_thawed out.

For a second he gazed atthe flames and
then dnshm? across the streot pulled i an
alarm from box G8, corner Wareham st, and
Harrison av,, thus anbicipating the Clty
Hall operator, who was about to sound the
same box on the notification from the auto-

matic company,

Box 68 was rung in at 8.34, and thanks to
tho location of the fire dti;mrtmem repair
shop, being opposite the Paul buildinfr on
Bristol st,, the watchman heard the blows
on the firogong located in the shops, and
ran down into tho strect, where mcctlns;
Chtef Tngineer Webbher he notified him o
the new danger, which fact, due to the
uproar in the streets, he would have been
some time otherwise in learning.

‘The order to “‘get up and get” was obeyed
with such alacrity that inside of eight min-
utes six picces of apparatus from the first
fire were in service at the Wareham st,
blaze, where the big Now England organ
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NEW ENGLAND ORGAN COMPANY, FROM WALTHAM STREET.

with long lines of hose directed numberless
streams into the very heart of the fire.

The struggle between the-elementand
buman ingenuity was mnot very long.
Scarcely a point of vantago was left un-
cevered. Stream after streamn was directed
into the mass of flames,

* Adjoining the front of the burning huild-
ing and soparated by a narrow alleyway is
a five-stqry Urick building, aleo dévoted to
the same business. This building 18 con-
neoted with the Paul building by several
gangwnys, and the fiemen posted them-
selves on these platforms, and by runuing
the hose up through this building were
enabled to gain increasoed facilities to mect
tho flames and prevent their {urther spread.

‘When the fire seemed to have succumbed
to the deluge of water the department was
startled by the hoarse cries of several of the
chiefs, as they sang out the dread intelli-
genco that gnother alarm had just rang in
from box 68,

There was an instant scamper. Chief
Webber, usually calm in the face of almost
any kind of a blaze, gave astart. Old box
68, always noted as the forerunner of a big
fire, and located 1n a distiict teeming with

factory, a_ solidly,
mansard brick b
the first 1o theo thir 8, .

‘Tho engines, reinforcoed by the remainder
of tho city’s department brought on sec-
ond and third alarms from box 68, went

romptly to work, but for fully 15 minutés,
gue to the drain madeo upon the smpall strect
water mains in_that nelghborhood by the
engines still at the Paul fire only three
blocks away, no water of any aoccount
counld be gotten on the hreand by the time
the apparatns did begin todo good service
the big factory together with the twostory
drying room at the west end was in a blaze
from top to bottom.

Ongce upon the sceno tho nwaratus took
the following position: On Wareham st.
were enginos 16 and 24, hose 7, lndders 8,
7 and 8, and protective 4. In the rear of tho
west end hose 4 took up a most trying
place, for cronched down in a narrow
spaco with a mglmi" furnace above them
raimng a storn of blazing sparks and hall
suffocated by smoke the mon kept a stoady
stream for fully an liour upon the big boiler
in the cellar, which, surrounded by n wall
of flame, threatened to explode at any mo-

constructed _ four-story
lding, was ablaze from
stories.

ment. .

On the leit of the two-story drying house
were engino companies 17, 14, & and 2,
while the remaindey took their position in
the vacant yard to the north of ‘the build-
g on Albany st. and on the adjoining
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SCALING THE DRY HOUSE Tu SIREAM THE REAR OF THL WAREHAM STREET BUILDING.

factories filled with inflammable material,
isa dreaded omen to the five laddies.

Searcely had the first round rung in from
thiz box when a second alarm was sounded,
and almost a panic ensued.

The firemen vyelled, and orders were
shouted and reshouted along the line.
Chief Webber at once sent a partion of the
apparatus to the Wareham st. fire, and on
their urrival they found the four-story brick
building, occupled by the New England
Piano and Organ Company on Wareham
st., amass of Bames, |

The fire on Bristol &t. in the meantime
bad spent 1tself, and the surplus apparatus
proceeded to Waroham st., and with the
combined forces the .building of the New
England Piano and Orgai Company was
the only one burned.

WAREHAM ! STREET FIRE.

Details of the Destruction ,of the New
Englend Pieng Company’s Building.
At 8.31 o'clock, gvhile the entire fire de-

partment of the ¢ity proper Was hard at
work pouring tonk of water into the still
burning Paul building, the register gong on
the officeof the Walkins automatic sounded
18, followed by g.‘m quick blows announc-

second Qoor of the New

ng & fire on th
o Organ Company on

and

L.
Ordinarilyjengine 3, iadder 8 and protec.

building of Medutt's novelty woodwork
company.

‘I he hiy start given the fire by the delay
1 sounding the alarm and the Jack of wates
ensured the destruction of the building, an
after two howrs' bard work, in whieh the
fire obtained full possesaion of the big uild-
ing, all that was left for tho department to
do was to save tho adioining property, fuc
as the big works of tiic Everett Piano Comn-
pany, which, bemng located immediately to
the leeward of the New England company’s
factory, was constantly in cloud of burning
brands and sparks. .

In the drysng room of the New England
company the two-story building in the rear
before mentioned was o 1nore vaiuable
stock of costly wood being seasoned, and
when this ignited all haste to extinguish it
was mades with suecess, but the efforls wera
fut le to save the contents, for later the fall-

ing walls the factory complately
wrecked it.
The tiames, forcing their way throug!

de a grand illumination, an
atators from all
1o rewnforced the

the roof, ma
attracted an army, of &
quarters ot the city, W h
army who had deserted the Paul fire; bgg
in all that vast multitude none attract
such attention as the werkmen employed
in the burning factery, who, with dismay
even to despair plainly written on their
countenances, é:nzed upon What to them
meant many idle days until the company
counld resuine its business

Besides this the employes in such a trada
as ongan building are all skilled, mechanics
whose indusiry necessitates their possess-
inga vfnlnaglfsostms(lsts otools. which varyin
valua from $40 to 3

In the factory were 200 men wholost all

Coutinued on the Elcbtpjm.
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their toals, the average value of which was
830, mnahing in ymoortant item in the gen-
cral Jova of po less o sum than 810,000,
upem which there 18 not a cent of insurance,

Also conspicunus in the crowds was Police
Commissioner Osborn, who came gallantly
to the rescue of young Mr. McNutt, whom a
7ealous policeman mnsisted on ejecting from
tho yard berause ho had no fire hadge,
despite his sntreaties that he and his father
owned the buming_ building, and econse
guenﬁlly had more or lessintercat in its com-

yetion, R . .

‘The cammissioner got_into quite a ﬂi‘ih‘
of oratory on & man's right to witness his
personal property hurn dmvn‘:md for the
rapatider of s stay Mr. MeNutt and Ins
father, J, J. MeNuti, were troated with
something akin to reverenca by the assem-

lcd blueconts, .

Tho elder Mr,MceNatt, thongh heconfessed
that his loss would bo great, took the matter
most philosoptncally, congratulating him-
self that his own = factory, the Novelty
works, adjoining, which were 1n such dan-
gerour proannity to the New England Com-
pany, were separated by a 10-foot alleyway.

Mr MeNuts talked frankly aliont his
misfartans, He gaid the builc in% o5t him
hetween 240,000 and §70,000, and at pres-
ent was assessed for 850,000, After the lagt
firg ha had tho mansurd roof added, it

being built uninediately over the ornginal
turred roof, which had not been removed,
thus giving the hulldmng tworeofs,

In the wmansard story was dope all the
varnishing, and this .hcim? considered the
most dangerous poition of the building as
fay as fires ware concerned, 10 was thought
wise 10 have the old roof on, soif the top
flom_at any time had to boflooded the water
woitld not ponetrate to the ficors heneath.

In the present case, when the fire began
down stairg, he was afraid that the double.
tarred roofs ouly ndded fuel totho tlames,
I1is loss would be heavy, for, not antjcipat-
ing a danger of this kind, ho only carmed
£40,000 msurance, which was divided up
batween a number of companies 1n mnalj
sumqi)m the fire was to him a poor Christ.
mas box, i

His son_ was f,vreatly exercised over the
disastor, Ile had started to the first fire
along with Mr, Paul, and was trying to con-
solo lnm over his Joss when the firein his
factory was announced, .

. As Lo the contents of the burned building
it wag most difticult to estimate its value.
Mr, Georgo T, McLanghlin is the real
proprietor, although the fim iy organized
in the form of a_corporation. He is at
vresent at Sandwich, and alone knows the
1eal value of his stock and the amount of
hig insurance, N

~ The foreman and watchman of the fac.
 tory could simply sny that business had
been brisk of Iate, and on the fiist floor
there were nearly 100 organs and pianos
‘rmmlvletcd. or very nearly so, whils the
? bwiding throughout was well stocked,

_ The insurance, on authority of Mr. Mec-
' Lauzh)u’s brother, who was early on the
srene, 18 not over two-thirds of ths value of
the contonts, . ,

Most of the finished instruments’ were, of
courso, at the salesronm in the Continental
‘Dlock, ‘Waltham and Washington sts.

From estimates furnished by tho employ-
ors the entire contents must huve heon val-
ued at_about §150,000, which, along with
the building, malkes a grand totn! of $200,-
000, upon which there is ahout $100,000 in-
surance.

The damagoe to the wrecked dry house,
and the damago to 1ts contents, remains ns

yab an unknown quantity, and may increase
hig total damage, )

The most exsiting portion of the fira wag
whon, at 0.20, tho walls and roof, weakened
by the flames, began to totter, By a morei-
ful disPensuuon the ptructure was so woll
built that thie destruction of the shell began
in sactions. .

First the mansard roof sagged in, and
giving way Pmc!mmted to the ground large
pleces of biazmg cormico. Then came a
window or two, followed by a 80-foot section
of the centre north wall. .

This gave the firemen warning, and_all
the Indders find the men on them aguninst
the north. side of tho building were hastily
ovdered down. .

Capt, Kenny of engino No.8 with his
mon wore the lnst to como down from the
Indders and they had scarcely reached
safety when the ‘whole centre wal) from
roof Lo the third story fell with n erash.

In3apid succession the upper stories of
the Wareham and Albany st. sides foll out
with appalling grashes, |
. The yard on the north side ol tho factory
is somowhat hollowed out, and in hereis
an oxpanse of water 8 foot deep in nlaces.

When thy massive walls fell a sheet of
w;m.or was thrown to the height of several
Btories.

At 9.16 came the climax, when the whole
northern wall feil, .

. Itsmsecurity had been long noticed, but
Just /t o moment when the dense cloud of
smoko and steam, blown by the slrong west
wind, enveloped the entirestructure, it foll,

A warning rattle sent the firomen in the
rear yard scuupering away to places of
safety, hut those of the thirce companies

upon the roof of the dry honso had no such

onportunity, so they dropped their hose and

ad to the opposite extromity of the roof
jugt in time, .

Down came the tons of brick, and with a
deafening crash the roof and south sde of
tho dry house was crushed to the ground.

A ory of horror wentup from the assem.
bled rultitndo, and, hidden by the cloud of
smoke and dust, the little band of firefight.
¢rs on the roof were supposed to have buen
buried in the runs. X N

From all sides rushod their companions tg
the rescue, and_loud was the sigh of relief
whan out of the smoke came the cheory
voige of tha district chief engineor:

\Wa're all right!  No one’s hurt.”

Two members of engine company 5, the
captain_ and a hoso man, who were in the

 vard helow, were not so fortunate, X
Thc{)’,wcm out of the way of the_falling
wall, bt o glancing brick struck both of
them, malaun cuts, .

Thelr injuries wore not serious and they
were rblo to walk away and have thelr
wounds dressed.

At 11 o’clock tho fire was practically out,

&othing remains of the big factory but
the dry-houso and its shattered and tower-
1ngl(l-ll_mmmy and the west end of the main

wlding, .

Theremainderis flat unto the FroumL
making atuin so completa that its like has
not Leen seen since the gioat Thauksgiving

ro,

It, was daylight, however, bofors the
ongines ceased playing on Eho smouldering
rulng, ‘Ihe firemen suffered greatly, for so
oold was the air that tho Inlling water nnd
flying spray froze where it fell, and many of
the men were frozen into thelr water-soaked

clothing.
Never was thero o mor imtefu] body of
ﬁ t, the kind resi.

men when, late in_tho {

dents of the neighborhoo responded with
10t coffee,  Altogether it was o Christimas

gyo long to be remembered by the five lad-
ies.

TNENOWN VICTIM.

Body of a Man ;‘Liemovcd from the
Paul Building,

Capt. Grady of Indder 8 found the body
{ an unknown man in the, collar of the

Paul building on Bristol st,, about 2 o’clock
this morning.

Its appoarance indicated that he had been
smotherod. "

‘The bodv was romoved to the repair shop,
and subsequently taken to the Cx‘:’y I.[ospI;-
tal morgue,

The man §s not a member of the fire de-
?nrtment. It i supposed that he was a

ramp who went into the building, and pos-
sibly an incendiary. ;

LOSSES IN PAUL BUILDING.

Damage to Structure and Occupants Will
Aggregate About $40,000.

1u the aggregate, the fire cansed damage,
as near as could beascertmned or estimated,
amounting to about §40,000,

The building was a substantial brick
structure, four stoiies high, with a flat |
gravel roof. It faces 60 feoton the sonth. |
west corner of Albany and Bristol sts., run- |
ning westward along Bristo] st. towards
Harrison av, 420 feet, Open lumber yards
faco its southern and westernwalls, making |
it acoessible on all sides to the attacks of |

the firamen.,

The buildig is owned by the estate of |
William M. Paul, and is valued at sbout |
$60,000. Irvis divided into five sections by

brick partition walls 12 inches ghick,
blaze was confined to that vortion of the
mlding known a8 section 1, and the loss
outside of this was cnurely by water, ang
anéounted {.o x}bolutsgﬁlgg., d
ection 1 of the building was damaged |
a’bout 88000 warth by fire. Water dnmgge |
in section 2 swelled the losson the structure’|
to £8000, W. M. Paul oceupiod the bose. |
ment and ¥irst story of the first section: the
former, where the fire broke out, as a kiln.
drying establishment, and 1 the latter was
located their ofice and salestoony, which |
contained a large amount of valuable
woalding for both interior and exterior |
decoration, ‘Their loss on ntock is estimated |
8t about §3000, and 1s fully covered by in. |
surunce, placed through Messrs, Bickmell |
& Rolnnson, g is the 105 on the building,
The Gmld Piano Cempany, manufactur.
ers of the upnighs piano which bhoars their
nawe, oceupied thesecond und third stories.
They had a2 number of pianos in Procass
wiich are valuad at about $5000, and will
Proven total loss, The damage to their
stock and tools will bring their loss up o
£10,000, which is covered by insurance
E‘é‘,ﬁﬁg through the agency of Hovey &

Cole & Woodbury cccupied the to
Story us a church ongan manufactory. 'rm?
lose onoe new organ valued 8t 83000 two
new ones valued at $1000 each, and
’é;’s’?,":,‘}ﬁ‘“"“ onevalue nttslooo. Destrue-

amount of organ pipe
otll'x)er stoc)f‘gnd tools sendsdtli’oxrhlésg ugn tg
, 00U, 6y fre covered by insuoren
®E were upable to state last Y

\
The ‘
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LOOKING 1T WARUHAM

wlether they were carrying amount suffi-
cignt to meet; their loss. .

In section 2 Mr, Paul’s lnss 18 nominal,
and is mcluded in the amount claimed for
him above. Tho basement, which 13 used
for lumber drying, 13 tlooded, bat the loss
upon the inimense quantity in process of
deying will be limited to tho «xpense of re-
moving the water and redrying tho lum-

er.

Mr. Paul also occupios the first and soc-
ond stories for wood turning and moulding
manufactory purposes, but his loss will he
slight, n8 most of the stock was covered up
by the protective department,

W, ¥, Ross suffers about $1000 damages
by water on the third tloor. 1eis a calinat-
maker and had g large stock of valuable
woods on hand and many articles in procoss
of manufacture, which are seriously dam-
a?'ed by water, or whicl willwirp by reason
of dampness, 1leis ingared,

Cole & Woodbury occupied the Tourth
floor, Thelr stock 14 dnmaged about $1000
worth, covered by insurance, |

The four-story brick building, numbered
379 Albany st., ownued by the Paul heirs,
and rented to woodworking firms, is dam-
agad about §1000 worth by waterand hroken
sash and general uphioaval, The building is
in close proximity to that in which
the fire originated and connceted with the
same bv a bridge at the fourth story, and
by severn! boxes or troughs through which
power {s communtcated either by shafting
or belts, From every window facing the
burning building stronms were directed
and in the general melee and bursting o

10se considerable damage {vas caused to
the occupants as well as to the structure.

The ocﬁupm\ts. all of whom suifered shght
damage hy wator, aro: J. L. Brown, door
mnnu‘{actnrer, firat floor; J. ¥, Mahoney,
wooq turner, second floor; Driscoll & iy,
wood workers, third fioor; Cole & Wood-
bury’s stoie ronm, fourth fleor,

Mr. Paul was on the ground thronghont
the ovenuig, Toa GLOBE reporter he said
he was lighly pleased_at the manuer in
which the fire was handled, and considered

t very fortunate that it did not spread he.
vond the first section. Ilo stated that he
sltxould repiir the damage to both builldings
at once,

ORIGIN OF BLAZE UNKNOWN,..

Differenco of Opinion as to Starting Place
of the Fire.

Thore is considerablo difference of opin-
ion as to the starting placo of the fire,

Thoss who first saw the blaze said it ap-
poared shining through tho windows in the
third story at tho west end of the structure,
and this is corroborated by the watchman,
whose first knowledge of the firg was
through the ringing of the nell of the nuto-
matic alarm in the office on the first floor.

He started to turn in an alarm, but avas
anticipated by a citiven,

The automatic instrument, however,
which is more certain, Jocated the fire
originally on the second floor, in the section
Iknown as the action room, whero the deli-
eaip leevboard apparatns of the instruments
15 put mto position and tested. |

nly two theories regarding itg origin are

suggosted, one that it wng of the mysterions

spontaneons nature, and_ the othor that

it was incendiary, - which i3 held by

some, duo o its starting nem"lrg' on thosame
(v

time and in the immediate vieimty of the
Paul fire.

TFEATURES OF THE FIRE,

Hardly Under Way When Another is
Seen Growing Apnce.

Capt, Grady of laddor 3 i3 roported to have
said last night that while he was on the
roof of the burning building on Bristol st.,
ho saw the flames flash from the roof of the
building in which the Wareham st. fixo
ocemired. Bofore the alarm from hox 66
had been rung in, the eaptain had started
nn engine on its way to the firo in the New
England Organ Company’s building.

When the first alaria from bLox 68 wag
sounded thoe flames at the fire on Bristol at,
were hardly under control, And even after
the second and third alarms camo m the
fire on Biistol at, was ragivg fiercely,

There are n ‘good many ourfous features
about the Warsham st. ‘{iro. ‘There isn’t
any doubt that the firo had boen going on
for same fime before the nlarm wa,
oc. The first outward indiention of the fire
was an immenge blaze that burst some.
where from the northenst corner of an up-
per story in the rear of the building, .

The watchman who clgimg to have dis-
covered the fire and to bgve been on Ing
way to tho box when somoebody else rang m
the alarm, ira young man named Charles
Watldng, 1le 1s a slight, boyish youn
follow, and 18 omployed 1 Brdger's Luild-
ing on Wareham and Albany sts, This is
tte story that ho tells, and hio tells it in a
pigturesque, straightforward way;

“When 1 made my usual round atabout
7.60 o'g.lock. Teameup Wareham {rom Al.

any st, v

“I noticed particularly the odor of smoke,
such as very hard wood would uke in
burning. I went tbrough a]} the bnildin{m
that I am hired to look after, but 1 dis.
covered — nothung _ wrong.  \When I
got back on to the strect the smell
of  smoke was much sironger. I folt
that  somothlng  was  wrong, and |
made ag thorowgh an investigation as )
could, ‘It was then about 8.15 o'slock,
walked down till I got to Albxm:i'. at the
cornoer of Wareham_st,, and then I turned
around and looked back up Wareham st,
Tho smell of smoko nt that time wasg very
strong, _ an began to got seriously
alarmed,

"When T looked back up Wareham st, the
sky over tho building of the New England
Organ Company was ht up, it seemed to
ne, and then Buddenly 1 saw along, thin
tongue of Hame dart out from some place in
thel Foar of one of the top storiesof the

uilding,

“Before I had timo to recover trom uéy a8
tonishment there was a big sheet of fiame
in tho building. ’

“Istarted off on & run for the nearest
alarm box, but before I got there 1 heard
the engines coming,”

City Messonger Petors was standing on
the corner of Wareham and Albany sts,
when this story was told, about 9 o'clock
last night, and he said:

“1 smeliod smoke such as the young man
describes when I was riding up Washing-
ton st. about 8 o’olock. Iwondered ay the
time if there was any fire in-the vicinity,
but I saw no smoke or flame, and didn't
think any more about 1t.”

Pl\tlayor Hart was at the firo with Mr,
oters,

The first alarm of the fire that was
sounded came throuf;h box 13 of the aato.
matig fire alarm, This alarm was sounded
at 8.31 o'clock, three mmutes before the

Lox 68 on the regular fire de-
partment system was souude(f’. .

A vepresentative of the Automatic Fire.
Alarm Company said last night that it had
boen detinitely settled that the fire broke
ont on the second floor of the butlding, The
arrat 8 of the company's system of
Rrms are such that the tioor on
he fire starts can be accurately deo-
termined. The aiarm is sounded by tha in-
craased heat ot the room.

Although the fire broke out on the second
floor it must have travelled rapidly through
an clevator well or by somo other means up
tothe top of the building, Indeed, there
was apparently no firs below the third
tioor for almost an hour after the engines
had got to work,

Twenty minutes after the alarm had been
sounded'it was evident thut the bLuilding
was doomed. The fire ate swiftly througn
the building {rom the front on Wargham st.
to the rear. At 8,45 the rear of the building
was a mass of leaping tame,

At § o’clock the front broke out suddenly
in an immense lne of red fire. "This was in
the two upper storivs.

A ladder was run up the front and two
big streamns were plaved directly into the
flames, which glowed and daneed and swamn
Yiehind the windows in which the glasses
had been knocked out, But it did practi.
cally no good av all, and the fiames ato
awny placidly,

e seens {rom Wareham st, at 9 o'clock
suggested a sort of theatrical arrangement
of picturs fames hehind o painted set of
windows, Oue could Jook directly into the
rooms and obsarve the work of the five,

It ame very ciear that nothing could
save any part of the property in the burn-
ing bwy dmg’. and the only thing thay re.
mained for the iremen to do was to confine
the fames to the building in which they

wera.
‘The fire ate through the_top stories of the
b as & mouse that bias lots of leisure

&ound-

ic R

8TRELT I'ROM EVEREIT.

eats throngh a cheese, Tho walls of the
three unper floois were honeycombed, and
one by one the windows were burned away
and the flamoes erept on fmmther. i

At 0.15 o'¢lock tliery was a sudden brights
ening of the atmospliere. which had been
larfd and sombre, Onoe Jong broad blaz
fiew out of tho front of the building an
drove the firemen down from their Iadders,
The blase receded and Dburst out again
with additional fury.  There was an aya-
luncha of smoke and flmme and a shower of
sparks and everybody in front of the build-
ing scampered hastily down VWaroham st.,
away Il rlom the intenso hoat and the scattor-
ing cinders,

fslvp minutes later the roof and_the fourth
and f{ifth floors haqd_fallen m, The whole
upper front of the huilding was an indis-
tingulshable mass of waving, tossing firo,
Nothing could bo done in the front at all
with the fire_apparatas, although tha first
and second toors showed no light of fire be-
hind the yet unbrgken windows.

At 9.20 o'clock thers was a loud roport,
nnd in o moment it was discovered that the
third floor had fallon in, Then for a fow
mowments the heat was intenso, even ata
distance of 80 -foet, ana _the ble loaping
flanes roared and grackled ominously,

At 9,25 o'clock thore was an nxdﬂosion of
soms kind, that drave the crowd pack in
sudden dismay, The oxplosion was the

burstinégof the walls, and  tho toP of tho
fiont of the building began toshake and
erumble.

Che second and first floors 1t up then,
and 10 minutes Iator the gable end of the
building on Warcham, in the direction of
Albany st., fell in with a terntie crash.

In e lumber yard beside the building,
and off JIarrison av,, there were about 200
poople gathored, and the ﬂiromnn woro del-
uging the side of the huild ng in tho rear.

There was a_low runible that could be
heard above the roar of the tlames and tho
incessant throbbing of fho engines, .

Chiel Wehber stood elose to the building
waving aved Mu[;. Half a hundred peoplo
were on the raok of the dry house that was
within 25 fect of the burning wells,

Therg camon_crash and @ roar, There
were wild shirieks and yelis as the side of
tho hmlduui fell down,” 1t camo down with
arattle, and for & fow momonts there was a
big clond of steam and dust to indicate
where it had {nllen,

Tmmodintely after there wns another
cragh; Chief Webber and his men fell hack
suddenly, and there was tho sound of a tor.
rible fall and rending and grinding of wood
and atone,

The rear_of t.lmhulldimi' had fallen gnd
had liteially torn awny half of the dry-
houso‘; on the roof which there were 80
neople.

Fortunately, nuraculously, indeed, nobody
was sertously Injnred.

Vhen the crash of the walls ¢amo, there
was an excited rush, and everybody got out
of the way hehind the lumnber piles and out
on the street.

AL10 o'clock: the oxtreme rear of the
huilding burst into flame, and five minutes
ater the rear wall fell on the roof of the
dry honse, . R

"Ihe front of tho building by this timewas
completely destroyad aund the tlames were
rapidly dovouring the rear,

he front walls wore stil} standing,

At 1030 the fhemen had got the fire
under complete control. The building, it
was_very clear, would bo absolutely de-
stroyed, -

WAS ASSESSED TFOR $50,000.

Mr, McNutt Desoribes the Building and
Tolls of Hia Tiogs.
Mr, MoNutt said to a Gropg reporier;

“The burned building was n five stor
brick struoture, with u mansard roof, It
was bullt about 1873 on the sito of a similar
structuro, which only a short time before
was entirely dostroyed by fhe. The build-
g wag built at © cost” of 860,000, was
assossad for thet amount, and, as nearly as
I'can romember, was fnsured for 820,000,

*The bu h]m‘g had w frontage on Ware-
ham st, of 143 feet, }(.‘i dopth was 653 feot.
Bosides tho main mulding there were four
dryhousos, butlt of brick, ench two stories
high and measuring 40x40, T'wo of the
lagter werp bt\m only o yoar ago.

“Ehe main bwilding, which Jins been oc-
oupied ince its completion
England Organ aud
connected by 2 30-foot fire_escapo bridgo
with a  three-story wooden  building,
occupred by the Novelty Wood Com-
pary.  of ~ which 1 “am _nanager,
Theso buildinfs with the remaining terri-
tary, upon which is piled over 100,000 teet
of sprice himbar cover ubout seven noreg,
’1!50 burned building had o basernent with
a depth ol about efﬁht foet, All tho ma-
chintwy was situated hera,

"The only portions of the machinery tha
belangod to me were the engine, boilor an
shafting, All the rest was the property of
the New Eugland company, ‘The first floor
was_dividod Into’ two aparlments; Tho

, by the New
iano Company, was

northeast ha was used as a pack-
ing  room, whila tho southwest half
way used for oags mnking, The second

floor was used entively for
of the action, or
while planos wero
third sloor,

the manufacture
mechaniam of organs,
. made oxolusively on tho
The fourth floor wns sed for
tuning purposss, wl‘luo all the varnishing
was done on the fifth or upper floor. Ojlg
and varnishes were rarely kept in ihe
building.”

WATER DOES DAMAGE,

Driscoll & Reagan's Machinery Wot
Dosyn—Other 8mall Losses,

Tho five-story brick building, 377 Albany
st., which closely adjoins the burned.Bristo)
st. building, was_suved from destruction by
the herculenn offorts of the firemen, but itg
oceupants nevottholess suffor a heavy losg
from smokeo, a slight visitntion of the flames
and the deluge of water which was poured
into it.

When the Bristol st. fire was at its hoight
this building was a great vantage potnt, It
{:iﬂcémnectog wlt]h the burned building by

ges, and on these positi
were énabled to runeth% hosg':flnctlhr%ggﬁmtﬁg

a,

‘The firo slightly singed the third floor, ac.
cupied by ﬁﬂscoll i', Reagan, ¢ ;
mrfrl;‘lin‘?.ctumis. ; thg r ‘uratiure

‘This firm also oecupies the top sto; ,
their machinery and goods wox% co%iggg
ably damaged by water. Their loss will be
about gl 000, insured, ‘

The basement and first floor were ogcen.
pied by J. L. Brown, wood turner, His Josa
was ,eunrelar by water, but the excellont
servica rendered by the Protective depart-
inent prevented n hoavy loss. He will suf.
fer to the oxtent of 8200,

Iahonc‘a wood turner,

. B, otoupie
second floor, an pled the

hie willlose £200 by water.,

BLOCK SEEMS FATED.

Fire Ocoasioned Heavy XLoss to Occu-
pants About a Year Ago.

The Bristol street block seems to ba ay
ill-fated one. On Jan. 22, it was partly
burned and & heavy loss was occasioned on
account of the number of firms who suffered
at the time,

Last night the fire wasconfined to thefirsg
section whichis 185 feet Jong, and 50 feet
wide. Itis owned by J, T, Paul.

ﬁTlm I:Iasgrr;x:zrz‘xgt ig occup(iled by tltlxo Intter

rm 08 ring-room and 1t w:

thao fire started, b was here that
ied

The first fioor and basement arp ocen
1 & Co., and the second and third

by Pau
floors by the Guild Pirno Company.

The fourth floor was occupied Ky Cole &
Voodbury, organ manufacturers, and a
these firm3s will

sutfer a complete Joss l}
their stock. ¢

SAUSAGES WENT UP IN BMOKE.

Damage to Factory of Furbush & Co. is
Estimated at $5000,

The alarms from box 453 and 463 at
10.15 o’clock last evening were fora fire
in n 2i¢-story brick bwlding, corner of
Ratherford av. aud Furbush ect., Charles.
town. The presnises were owned by the
Furbush heirs and occupied by Furbush &
Co., manufucturers of sausages and lard,

The loss is between §4000 and $5000,

The canse’of the fire is not known.

The premises cover a considerahle ground
and tga fire burned ravidly, There wus
?uite a large stock on hand, but the loss is
ully covered by insurance.

A number of-pieces of apparatus were at

{ha big fire at the South End when the first
was rung in.
“"‘HTQ bmldmp;g burned have becn occupled
by tho present proprietors for » number of
ears. Furbush & Co, have been doln
f:\rgo business, which will be moro or lcss
interrupted.

Dreaded Alarm at Portiand,
PonTraxn, Me., Dec, 24,—-._‘\& 1080 to-
night an alarm was pulled in_ from the
droaded box 412, in the lumber district, It
was for a fire in the Filel tenement on Fore
st. The apparatus had a hard run. for the
night was bittery cold nndd;; h‘n&'l a%cide{xti
ned. The hook and ladder lopplec
233?‘3n the way to the fito and three fire
men were tumbled off and, i$ i3 said, badly
{njured, though not_scriously. « Tho blaze
was quicklysubduod.

Happened Christmas Eve.

Capt. John Grady and his lioutenants of
ladder 3 wera the first men at the fire, ov-
ing to the close proximity of their house
They raised the first ladder and did excel-
lont service. aid ) . Tt

The new water tower did good work.
w&shlocntcd on Bristol st., near Albany, and
pourod a perfcct deluge into the heart of

the five.

The water froze ou the pavements and A
numbear of nmmfin xlmdtspcctntors fell, but
none were seriously hurt,

Commissioners Fitch, Murphy and Innos
arrived early on tho scene and rendered
valuablo assistance to tho members of tha
department, Commissioner Murphy secured
o lunch for the firomen immediately after
the Wareham st. fire had been subdnad,

Mayor Tiart, accompanied by Privato Soc-
retary Ernst, came over {rom the Back Ba
soen after the third alarm had heensounded,
and lwr;\;. in clove qun;t&s }Y‘f,l,; the firomen

uring the progress o o fires,

d Bmlglor Janes Donovan, Alderman Leary
and Councilinen Loevy and Caddigan, tct(:i
Wworo lﬂlmcngg the l;}mlnurlcs who witnesso
“seething tlamas,

The dense crowds which thronged the
tons of il" tho Luildings in the vicinity
mado a picturesque scene.

Capt. K’mmey of engino 2 had probably
the most nartow escaps of the evening, o
had fust Jumpoed off a Jadder when the rear
wall'of the New Xngland fuctory gave way,

Chief Abbots of the protective depart-
mont directed his men at both fires. The
covers were used to good ndvantage and o
largo loss on stock was averted.
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