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FIRE IN ST-JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Interior Gutted and Datnage to Extent of $25,000
Inflicted—Splended New Window Saved.

St James’ Episcopal church on St
James st, Roxbury, was completely
gutted by fire shortly after 1 o'clock
yesterday afternoon. It is believed the
cause of the fire was a defective wire
on the motor in the rear of the organ,
which theory Is borne out by the fact
that there has been more or less trouble
with the motor for the past few
months and electriclans have been
called in at varfous times to try (o
remedy the difflculty,

The chapel was untouched by fire,
and with thp exception of a slight
sroke and water there was no matenal
damage, The interlor of the church,
however, was wrecked and it Is esti-
mated the damage will reach at least
$25,000. The entire roof will have to be
rebuilt and the handsome siained glass
windows on the westerly side of the
church were damaged almost beyond
repalr.

E‘he members of tha soclety are es-
pecially plcased at the almost miracu-
lous escapoe of the handsome new me-
morial window valued at mor¢ than
§6000, which was recently placed above
the chancel as a memorial to the late
rector of the church, Rev Percy Browne.

The heat was most intense at this
point, but the flremen directed their
efforts to save the window if possible
and they were rewarded. ‘The only
damage the window sustained was a
slight warping of some of the upper
panels and these can casily be replaced.

1ligh above the main entrance, In the
lofty stone tower, wags the old memori-
al window, which had been in thechurch
since {ts erection. It was formerly
over the chancel and was removed to
itg present position to make way for the

ift of Hon Charles 8§, Hamlin It was
groken in several places by the heat.

‘This is the second time the church has
been on fire within a year. On the
previous occasion some of the sanctuary
cholr boys were pmctlclnf in the chapel
and accldentally a lighted taper was
knocked against a curtam with the re-
sult that a lively fire was in progress
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in a‘-short time It was_extingulshed,
however, before ft reached the main au-
ditorium,

The blaze yesterday afternoon was
seen simuitaneously by several who were
sitting on the steps of the St James
club, directly opposite the church, Al-
bert G. Kenney, who was_one of the
number, Immediately started an investi-
gation and after securing the Keys ran
over and opened the door The smoke

oured out and drove him back and he

urried to box 224, situated on the Bart-
lett-st car shops, and sounded an alarm.

_District chief SBawyer came with the
first detachment of firemen, and upon
his arrival immediately ordercd a secongd
alarm, and this was followed by a third.

The thice alarms brought plenty of
apparatus and in their wake.eame o
crowd that took the united efforts of a
large dectall of police to hold in check.
Officers were s°nt from_stations 9 and
10 and ropes were stretched to hold the
crowd back. N

The church is heautifuly situated on a
terrace, with a handsome lawn in front.
On the northerly side of the church is
a row of apartment houses, while on
the left is St James pl. In a short time
the roofs and windows of the houses
were filled and hundreds stood in St
.;llnmes pl to watch _the progress of the

re g

Dense smoke was rolllng out from
every crevice and the firemen were
forced to break in the windows to get at
the seat of the fire. Thrae of ‘the large
stalned %lass windows~on the Waerhing-
ton-st side Wwere forced out and in doing
this they were badly damaged. Theg
fire was hottest at the upgper end of the
church and had made” its way up
through the celling ang inside the space
under the roof,

Lines of hose were brought into play
from all sldes and with the large force
of firemen at command the blaze was
quickly got under control, It was then
seen that the entire interior of -the
edifice was & wreck, The roof had been
burned through in several places and the
smoke and water had damaged the deco-
rations and furnigshings to such an ex-
ltenﬂt that they will be an almost total
os8,

Mr J. M. Haynes, the.assistant rector

of the chureh, rendcred valuable serve
lee in saving the vestments and the
silver communion service, the latier
being kept in a small room, but a short
distance from where the fire was hot-
test. Mr Haynes made his way in
through the chapel and despite the
Gense smoke gaved the articles.

The lbrary was saved, but many of
the hooks were badly damaged by
smoke and water. The church was one
of tiie old landmarks of the Roxbury
district, and has stood for more than
half a century, The society formarly
worshipped In the little stone building
on Dudley st, now cecupied as an otfice
by a gas company. -

The church was bullt of Roxbury stone
and had a seating capacity of about 300,
The interlor adornments were of a very
simple character, there being a lectern,
benches for the cholr, an organ and an
altar at the rear of the sanctuary.

The fire was mainly in the upper part
of the edifice, and after the fire was out
the firemen were kept at. work pulling
down the plastering from the ceiling for
fear sparks might be smouldering in the
ruins. There were also three streams of
water carrled up above the ceilinz and
the water ran_down from these and
thoroughly soaked the cushions in the
pews and the carpets on the fioor.

Rev Murray W, Dewart is rector of
the church, having been chosen at the
death of Rev Percy Browne, who was
for more than a quarter of a century
rector of the chirch. Services were be-
ing held_as_usual durlng the summer
season. Mr Dewart was not in Roxbury
when the fire started, but he arrived
while the firemen were still at work.

Among the others to arrive were the
vestrymen and wardens of.the church,
and with Mr Dewart a meeting was
hurriedly held in the chapel and it was
decided to hold gervices as usual tomor-
row morning in the chapel.

“It is not decided what we will do
after tomorrow,” said Mr Dewart, ‘‘but
it Is probable that after tomorrow
morning services: will be discontinued
until repajrs have been made on the
church.” ° . .

Mr Ernest R. Buffington made an ofter
)t’o 1}he socliety to ‘worship in one of hia

alls. .
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