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THREE BIG FIRES IN
CHARLESTOWN. TODAY

olice duspect All Were Incendiary,
Intended to Burn District.

Uppear Picture is the Remnant of Freight House Nc..10,
Lower Left-Hand Picture, a Section of House No, 11,
Lower Right-Hand One, Freight Car Burned to a Skeleton.

Between midnight and dawn today
there were three big tires in ine
Charlestowan Disutrict.

Because of suspiclous circumstantes
the fircmen, policemen and citizens exX-
pressed a fear that a p» romaniac was
abroad, detaimined to iaze the ontire
section.

The first two fires were the moast dis-
astrous and menacing, ¢nd for a line
they burned simultanetusly. Pecause
seven alarms were soanded from four
different boxes, the effect was almost
the same as a general alarm, though
not technically suci. T'hey caused the
movement of nearly every firemman and
piece of fir: apparatus in the clt:,:- as
well as apparatus and men from >hel-
sea, Cambricge, Somervilie and Mlllo‘n.
The different fires were scattered oi\ er
the district, one being at Prison Po! ntd.
another just out of Thi‘mp;:on sq an

at Charlestoyn Neck.
th’:‘l:gs:lrst fire desa'o}'ed the greater
part of transfer freight sheds 10 and 11
of the old Fitchburg Rallroad in yard
13, many freight cars and a great quan-
tity of seneral merchandise; the sec-
ond destroyed the three-story wooden
building at 13, 15 and 17 Austin st, just
out of Thompson sq. occuplied by John
Bryant's Sons, undertakers, and the
thfrd badly damaged the first floor of
the three-story wooden building in the
year of 10 Dorrance st, back of the
Sullivan-sd Elevated station, which is
occupied by 1. R. Whitman as a store-

house for refrigerators and grocers',

ﬂx\\}res.
Wide Variance in Loss Estimates.

g s estimates of. the damage by
th:a;ll'gluxht sheds fire range from $100,-
000 to $520,000. The police report makes
the damage the latter figure, but this is
regarded as excessive. The damage by
the Austin-st fire 18 broadly estimated
at from $15,000 to $20,000, and the damage
to the 1. R. Whitman property is placed

trom $2000 to $3000.
“A worry spectucle is presented by the
of all three fires today, but the
{x}:}; of clearing away the debris and
reparing for rebullding ‘has already
begun.

c!iﬁd the wind been stronger and blow-
ing toward the south bf east during the
freight shed {ire there is no telling how
greut the damuge might have been, for
as it was there was a time when it wus
teared the flames would race through
the freight sheds, freight and passen-
ger vints and fAnally ket into the bl
North Terminal properties, where the;

would have cieated havoe,
Whils this fire raged the air Wy

[

filled with lightly glitting ~nowflakes,
on which the flames created a glow
which was visible miles anay in the
distant suburbs8 and caused gghousands
of persons to specd to Bostol¥ to watch
the flames. All the bridges in the vicin-
ity, housetops and tops of long llnes
of freizht cars were crowded with ex-
cited spectators who watched the fire
with great interest. Blany on the tops
of freight cars were obliged %o flee for

orst Blaze Was in Railroad Freight Sheds-—
John Bryant’s Sons Loss the Next.

their lives as the flames swept along
through the lanes of cars in their di-
rection.

The smoke was dense and heavy and
bkung in a pall over the scene. Thou-
»ands of gallons of gasoline were
stored in cars, freizht sheds and in
two grert gasoline storchoures, and
there w1is constant danger of a big ex-
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THREE BIG FIRES
. IN CHARLESTOWN, TODAY.
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slosion which might biing disaster with
}l. There were several fairly bad ex-
plosions of barrels of oil at the start
of the fire, and the spreading of} added
rew fury to the already racing flames.

Explosions at Start of Big Fire.

“Just before -midnight two heavy
fielghts were made up and ready to
start for the West and the crews were
attending to eir final duties before
thre start. Suddenly a great volume of |
fames burst from the southeasterly end |
lof shed No. 10 and almost immedi-
ately there was a succession of loud
ard powerful explosions which rent the
building. John Stevens, a brakeman,
'who was In the other end of the yard
.toward City sq, dashed awz2y at top
speed for City sq to send in an alarm.

'~ At almost the same mcment Patrick

Coakley, a freight conductor, saw the
flames, and he raced toward a loco-
miotive standing near. Boarding the
,cab, he pulled at the whistle and
sounded it frantically in a jerky fashion,
£iving the railroad man's fire alarm.
Altert Miner, another railroad brake-
man, heard the toot of the whistle, saw
'the flames and started up through the
‘ald yard to the corner of Causeway
fand Haverhill sts, where he sent in an
alarm from box 703, just at midnight.

- This brought Engine Company 8 from
Salem st to the front of the old Fitch-
byrg Station, and seeing the location of
the fire, the company star for the
scene down through the road yards.

he engine barely escaped racing
hrough an open drawbridge into the

Charles River.
~=WWithin a few minutes box 471, at the
.corner of Main st and City sq, was sent
»dn by brakeman Stevens, and this
brought the Charlestown_apparatus to
that side of the fire. District Chief
Pope sent in a second, alarm from box
421 at 12:15, and then the alarms came
4n the following order: From box 481
in Warren av, opposite the B & M Rail-
ryoad yard, at 12:30, followed by a third
from this box at 12:50 a m. The alarms
from this box at 12:50 a m. The alarm
sécond at 1:22 a m for the Austin-st
fire.

N

e
"Firemen Unable to Get Water. .
"Engine 36'c company was first in at
the fire down in Yard 13, and Liecut
Tague had the first stream on the
flames, dbut this means that the first
Skgter touched the flames fully 20 mlr‘x-
utes after the start of the fire, owing to
ihe fact that the firemen Were unable
0" zet water. Engine 32's company was
next in, and then Engine 2i"s company
under Lieut Hefron, came in, ‘
Within a2 few minutes all strecet car
trafiic along Warren Bridge was
stopped. and the streets were filled with
Sire apparatus racing arognd wildly
searchigg for a place to get in and at
the burning freight sheds and freight
%ars, and to find locations where water
conld be obtained. It was almost half
&an hour before the Fire Department
got down te business in combating the
dlames which  had raced along -the
Trelght shed No. 10 from the Boston.
‘Bna_along almost to the extreme end
Prison Point, and also had reached
out acrosg the paved roadway and
~oaught shed 11 1n the blaze.
“~But for the invaluable fireboats, there
o8, no telling where the fire would have
~deen stopped, for they poured such a
deluge of water upon the fire from the
moment of their arrival-that it was
‘8oon under contro). .

";:She‘ds Filled With Merchandise.
-~ Within a few minutes the flames
Taced northwesterly and southeasterly

stoward both ends of the shed, which
"‘rra.s 1300 feet long and aboit 60 feet

wide, one story high and covered with
iron sheathing. It was filled with high-
ly inflammable general merchandi=e_
which burned like tinder.

A 50-foot paved roadway, known as
yard 13, separates sheds 10 and 11, but
the flames reached out across this, and
socn shed 11 was burning. This shed
wasg 1050 feet long.

The firemen found it clmost imposst-
ble to reach the burning bulldings, tut
the fireboats, which were telephoned for
at the start of the fire, made sjow
progress up throuzh the bridg-s, ana
finally reached the scene to the south-
west ¢f the burning buildings. -

Burning Train Pulied Out.

4

A train of 25 heavily loaded freight
cars having general merchandise in
them was standing to the southwest of
the burning shed No. 10, and Jdive of the
cars were burning. briskly when En-
gineer Walter Hodgkins and Fireman
H. C. Smith of the big mogul locomo-
tive took in the situation. They ran
their locomotive down through the
flames beside the burning frelght shed
and coupled on to the burning train
and ran with it out to Somerville,’
where the crew extinguished the fire
and saved the 25 cars and thelr freight
from more than a nominal damage.

Another train of cars which-were at
the northeast side of sbed No, 11
caught fire and the engineer of a shift-
ing locomotive attempted to haul them
out to safety, but gdiscovered when he
was coupled on to them that the fire-
men had stretched their lines of hose
across the tracks and he could not
run over them, so the cars wWere aban-
doned to the flames. It was impossible
to ascertain just how many cars were
destroyed by the fire, but it was be-
lleved that fully a dozen or 18 were
badly damaged, and as many more
slizhtly burned.

The greatest mishap of the fire was
the lack of water. ‘The firemen got
in to the scene in good time angd placed
their apparatus and stretched their
lines of hose, but when they called
for water they called in vain for fully
a half hour, and all the while the flamcs
were gaining headway.

Railroad Had Shut Off the Water.,

It is said that the BoSton & Jlains .
Raflroad ofiiclals had the water supply,

which is thelr own system, shut off all
Winter to prevent its’ freezing. A
watchman avas supposed to be kept
there at all times prepared to turn the
water on when it was needed, but Dis-:
trict * Chief Pope sald _that the man '
could not be found last night, and that |
this was the cause of the delay. - |

Lieut Tim Hefron of Enginc 27 took
his crew down into Ward 13, arly
opposite door 24, where the fire \\'02B hot- |
est in shed 10, and made ready to fight
the flames, The horses were unhitched
and sent_back to safety. When, they
were ready to start their engine.” they
couldn’t get water. For minutes
they walted, while the flames were
threatening the fire engine, which cost

$5000.

Finally the flames became 80 hot that |
Lijeut Hefron was obliged to send hig !
men back, but he remained by the side
of his engine. At a fortunate moment
he called the crew, and they came, and
théy were able by maln strength to pull
the engine by hand out of danger. A
moument after they had done so, the
flames reached across the driveway and
in another minute shed 11 was burning
briskly. '

The fireboats directed streams from
all of their big guns across several
trains of freight cars and upon the
burning sheds. These streams began al-
most immediately to check the progress
of the fire. /

Fight to Save Gasoline.
At the northeast end-of shed 11 there
is a two-story house, and beyond that,

cornected with it by a bridge, is an-
other two.story, house' in which are

stored hundreds of gallons of gasoline, |
The firemen directed their efforts to!
protecting these from the narnes. There |
Were times when it looked as if it would |
be impossible for them to prevent the
flames from reaching the gasollne and
causing a great explosion. '
Benjamin Curtis, th> ‘watchman in
house 10, was at the Prison Point end
of the building, making his rounds,
when _the fire broke out. When g
passed door 24, jusl before midnight,
there was no evidence of fire, :
Paul Winstone and_ John Hawkins, !

the watchmen in shed 11, did not dis-

cover the fire until they heard the
locomotive swhistle, and went out to
see. !

When the fires were at thelr hight,
Engine Company 1 of Chelsea came to'
Engine 36's house in_ Chaglestown and
covered its boxes. Engine Company 2
of Somerville worked on the Charles-
town slde, while Engine Company 3 of
Cambridge came and worked on Py
Cambridge side of the fire. A ladder
company from Somerville also worked
on the scene. An engine company from
Milton moved in_to Engine 16’s house in
Dorchester Lower Mills, ready for duty. .
All the avallable apparatus in the city,
excepting one company in East Boston,
one in Brighton and one in Hyde Park,
which would not leave their stations
under any excuse on a situation like
that of this morning, were moved by
the unusual series of alarms,

Second Fire Starts. -

While all the Charlestown fire ap-
paratus was engaged in the blaze in
the railroad yards, fire broke out short-
1y after 1 o'clock thls morning in the
rear of the three-story wooden bullding
at 13, 15 and 17 Austin st, Charlestown,
occupied by John Bryant's Sons as an
undertaking establishment and stable,

The building 1s i the middle of z
wooden tenement district, and, although
two alarms were sounded in quick suc-
cesslon and apperatus was sent from
Cambridge and Somerville, at 2 thig
morning it still looked as-it the fire
o buniding: | hich th

The bLujlding in whic e fire st
was burted to the ground, and 1hea{v§%{
story wacclwright shop of J. T. Emery
which_is in the rear of the stable and
extehds back to Lynde av,.was alsg

burned.

The acjoining wooden tenement bullg-
ing at 1L Austin st also caught fire ang
appeartd to be doomed. The occupants,
Mr and Mrs John D. MecGrath an
their, son, John Crowley, escaped from
the housc just in time, Mr and Mrs
MeGrath: in their nizht clothes. They
took refuge in a bakeshor nearby.

The fire had made considerable head-
way when it was discovered by Mrg
Catherine Connelly of 27 Lawrence st,
Charlestown. who was passing by. She
ran to tell Frank Downey and Joseph
Langone. and they gave the alarm from
box 484 4nd ran to the stable.

With the aid of the night watchmen
und of other neighbors, they were able
to get out the horses from the stable
and also sdved several hearses, the un-
dt!atrtakcr 8 wagon, coffins and office fur-
niture. .

Two Alarms Given for This.

The first alarm at 1:15 was followed
by a second at 1:22, but comparatively
few lines could got un the fire at
first because necarly all the availlable
nppg;atus was engaged in the railroad
yards.

The police detail, also, was Insufi:
clent, and the firomen were much fm-
peded §n their work by the crowds that
packed the streets. Great excitement
prevailed through
and occupants of buildings in all dlrec-
tions packed up their effects and made
ready to move in a hurry,

The 4ire started fn the rear of the
byilding of John Bryant’s Sons on the
sceond  floor, where there §8 a small
paint fhop, and thhe combustibles here
caused jts rgpd spread. The origin of

the nelghborhood, !

the fire is unknown, but the nrst bLell
that it was set by a spark :‘ronl; t}(\:tx&
bluze in the freight sheds appears to
bz wiong.

T. Weston Bryant, manager for John
Bryant’s Sons, estimates his loss at
$15,000, and it appears that damage to
other property will add several thou-
sand dollars more.

Austin st is so narrow that there was
fear the flames might spread across
it, but Hose Wagon 43 took up position
directly in front of the bullding and,
using its hose gun like a water tower,
t)layed two strong streams straight
nto the front of the fire, holding it
back on that side. /

Ail automobile gasollne engine which
was on exhibition In Boston was driven
over to the fire. It coupled onto.a hy-
drant at the corner of Adams and Law-
rence sts, and had one line on the fire,
but hose was so scarce that it did not
accomplish much.

Fire Near Elevated Terminal.

The third fire, shorily before 5 this
morning, was discovered In the ¥irst
floor of, the big three-story wooden fac-
tory and warerooms of E. R. Whitman,
a refrigerator, and grocers’ fixtures
manufacturer, In the rear of 10 Dor-
rance st, just behind the Sullivan-sq
Elevated Terminal,

The fire was burning briskly when it
was discovered by a street car man go-
ing to~hls work. -He ran to box 455 at
the corner of Arlington av and Dor-
rance st and sent in an alarm at 5:15
a m. The bullding is owned by Ar
Whitman and he occupies the whole of
it in Lis business. How the fire started
could not be determined unless it was
the work of a firebug, suspected of set-
ting the other two fires early in the
morning.

The firemen, almost completely ex-
hausted from their trylng work at the
previous two fires, were just able to
drag themselves to the scene and to
drag their heavy lines of hose toward
the fire. Engines 22, 36 and 27 soon
had their lines stretched and were
playing streams upon the flames, which |
Were rapldly eating their way up
through the celling to the sertond floor
and along the entire first.floor. By |
persistent work the firemen soon |
yained control of the situation, angq
they finally extinguished the flamey
with a damage of upward of $2Q00,
maybe $32000. Most of the firerhen .
were sent back to quarters at 7 this
aorning, but early this forenoon some
were still working at the frelght sheds
and in Austin st.

_The police immediately began an in-
vestigation into the cause of the thres
fires.” Lleut Jonn O'Rourke, who was
out aill through tke early part of the
morning with every avallable sergeant
and man of the division, with help from
the intown_stations, was relleved by
Lieut Hayden Ringer and other men
{rom Station 13,'and the work of kecp-
ing the curfous people away from the
ruins and seeking the cause was pushed
with earnestness. ¢

Bills of Lading Were Lost.

Willlam Doherty, frelght agent of
the Boston & Maine, stated that 1
would be oonsiderable’ time before the
Boston & Maine officials could deter-
mine the loss caused by\the fire tn the
freight sheds at. Charlestown early
this morning.

In the quantity of general merchan-
dise lost, he sald. there were shoes,
undcrwear, woolens, blankets, planoa
and rubber boots. The bills of lading
were lost, he sald, and clerks will start
at once to examine the ruins to de-
Eeirmine the ownership of the merchan-
: Se.

An arrangement for receiving freight
‘intended for the destroyed sheds has
been made. It will be recelved at the
Rutherford-av sheds for the present.

Rescue of the Bryant Horses.

Words of praise were heard ;today
for the splendid nvork of the first halt
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dozen people who arrived at the scene
of the early morning fire in John Bry-
ant & Sons’ undertaking establhishment
at 13, 15 and 17 Austin st, Charlestown.

The one to who mthe greatest praise
was glven by lLicut james D. Coady
for valiant and courageous service was'
Kate Welch of 27 Lawrence st, Charles-
town, who discovered the fire, and who .
ran across Thompson £q and gave the
alarm to seVeral men in a group, in-!
cluding feut Coady. Miss Welch, "
thoroughly aroused to a high state of
excitement, called loudly to the nien,
‘“For God's sake, come down and save
the horses! Bryant(s stable is on fire.””

Lieut Cuady and the othes members
of the party, Including Irunk Downey,
4, Thompson sq business man, Charles |
1i. D. Murphy, organist of St Cather-'
fne's Chuarch, Charlestown, Juseph Lan-.
gone znl Charles Liedge ran toward
the burning bullding. On the way Lieut .
Coady saw a young man whom he di-|
rected to the nearest fire alarm box
and who sounded the alarm from box

4.

The donr of the stable was broken
open and Joseph Langone unhitched
the halters of five horses, and he and
ihe othes men in the rescue party led
the horres out t o rafety. *Old Jim,”
about X or 30 vears old, the oldest
horse owned by John Brvant & Sons,
was rescued with the others. as was
the pet dog “Pinkie."”

Miss Welch was one of the first to
render valuable assistance in remaving
office paraphernalla, and was of much
service in carrying out articles of value
in the stable. She even alded in push-
ing some of the vehicles, which includ.)
ed undertaker’s wagon and hearses, the
light wagon and automobile,

Early this morning T. Weston Bryant
spoke appreciatingly of the splendid
work; of those who first reached the
fire gnd removed the horses and arti-
cles of value, The damage amounted
to nearly $15,000. The property is {n-
sured.

INCENDIARISM SUSPECTED.

Building in East Somerville, Used as
a Carriage Paint Shop,.-Burned,
With Loss of $3500.

A fire of supposedly incendiary origin
early this morning practically destroyed
a two-story wooden “buildilng at 8
Mystic av, East Somerville, occupled as
a carriage paint shop by Welch, Dwyer
& Grady. Alarms were sounded from
boxes 116 and lesl

When Asst Chief Ring arrived at
fire_he found the sitding front ndogzl'g
leading into the bullding partially open.
The fire started at apaint bench on the
first floor and quickly spread through
out the building.

The loss amounted to $3500 on the
buildings and contents. A hearse was
burned and several automoblles were
blistered by heat before they were re-
moved. The fire was first seen by Pa-
t}r‘olman Phﬂtu%a. vdho was standlng at
the corner o roadway and C
H';hsound'lzd Boxflth.l ¥ a Cross sts.

ree pleces of the Somervilie -
ratus was at the Chnrleat;\vn ﬂl:'gpal
the time, but they were notified and
returned to Somerville, |




