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FOUR-ALARM FIRE DOWNTOWN
- CAUSES $120,000 DAMAGE
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[S'chp,s Through‘ Second Floor' of Transcript
- Building, Causing Heavy Loss to -
~ Tailoring 'Company'

VIEW OF FRONT OF TRANSCRIPT BUILDING SHOWING FIRE FIGHTING APPARATUS IN ACTION.
' + _— §

Fire of undetermined origin swept
through the second floor of the
Transcript Building,  222-224-228
Washington st and 7-9-11 Milk st,
shortly after‘, 9. o'clock yesterday
morning, and for a time threatened
destruction to the newspaper plant
and to the pr'operty of other business
concerns in the building. The dam-
age was estimated at $120,000. The
fire temporarily crippled the ‘tele-
graph and telephone service of the
Boston Transcript.

A few minutes after 9 o’clock a
newsboy selling papers on.the op-
posit\e corner of Milk and Washing-
ton sts noticed smoke coming from
windows on the second fidor in the
rear. Immediately he ran to the
nearest box and attempted to sound
hox 1272. David Wilson, a night dis-
patcher of the Hotel & Railribad
News, saw that the boy had not real-
ly sounded the alarm. Wilson ran
to the signal and sent the call
through at 9:07. 3

The flames .were confined to the
second floor, occupied -by F. L.
Dunne & Co, importers and tallors.
The cloth and other woolen material
burning sent off denge smoke which
filled every portion of the bullding.

Less than eight minutes later the
second alarm was skipped and the
third was sounded, this being fol-
lowed by the fourth at 9:19. Exten-
sion ladders were put into use and
hose were carried into all parts of
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the building, with the result that
‘the firemen had the fire out in less
than an hour and a half.

Cartridges Explode “

While flames were shooting from a
window in the Dunne establishment, on
the southwastern corner of the Wash-
fngton-st side, a. number of -minor ex-
plosions *were heard. Investigation
showed that a number of rifles, Span-
tsh War rellcs, and belts of cartridges
had been burnzd. The bllets had ex-}
ploded. . ’

After discovery: of. the fire, depart-
ment heads and owners of the Boston

to the scene, Damage to the newspaper
plant was by smoke and water, Water
got into the pressroom, in the base-
ment, -but not enough to seriously dam-
age the big presses. The advertising
and subscriptions departments suffered
more, for the water poured over mail-
ing lists und other valuable- matter.
The office employes, who quickly re-
sponded to calls, were able ta gather
all of the documenys up and salvage
' them. . c

' In the rear of the building there is
.3 large open shaft reaching from_ the
basement to the fifth floor and in it
are all of the telephones, telegraph
and Associated Press wires to the news-
paper. These were put out of commis-
sion temporarily. Weatern Union men,
telephone workers and wiremen from

Transcript were notified. and hurrled |-

the A. P. had the lineg working again
«atly. last evenlng.  Mr Young, master-

‘| mechanic of the paper, supervised the

repairing..

! .
Damage in Transcript Offices

The three upper floors of the struc-
ture are occupied by the Boston Tran-
script- for its editorfal, stereotyping
and composing departments. Windows,
doors and the ceflings were damaged|
somewhat owxing to the necessity of
hreaking and cutting. One linotype ma-
chine was nearly covered with debris,
while another was ‘badly affected by
water, -

Members of the Boston Protective De-
partment covered up the presses and
documents {n the newspaper offices, and
the goods of the Regal Shoc Company
at Milk and Wadshington- sts. and . in
the jewelry store of Charles W. Johon-
not at 11 Milk st.

Asst Chief Henry A. Wox took charge
of fighting the fire. [ire Commissioner
Theodore A Glynn vas also on hana,
They estimdfted that the damuge to the
bullding by fire, smoke und water com-
bined with the damages to the shoe and
Jewelry stores and  the newspaper
would reach about $26,000, while an offi-
clal of the ¥, L. Dunne & Company,
stated that the firm's loss would reach
about_$100,000,
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EXTENSION LADDERS AND HOSE IN
'~ ACTION AT FOUR-ALARM FIRE

TRANSCRIPT BUILDING, VIEW TAKEN FROM MILK-ST SIDE.
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